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THE 

POLITICAL REGISTER 

For J A N't? A* It Y 1771* « 



,N u"m b e r xlvil 



For iOe POLITICAL REGISTER;, . 

POLITICAL REFLECTIONS adopted to the prejint Shu* 
ation of our dome/lie Affair s\ 

THERE is nothing in which the generality of iriarikihdarfc 
jb much miftaken as when they talk of government. The . 
different effetSts of it are obvious to every man, but few can 
trace the caufes. Moft men having irtaigefted idejas of the 
nature of civil inftitutions, attribute all public mifcarriages 
to the corruption of mankind. They think the whole mats . 
of administration is infeftcd, and that iris inopoffible to make, 
any reformations for the honour and ihtereft of out country, 
but by fudden and violent innovations or revolutions: thus 
miftaking the proper end of 6pp&/ition> which is the' general 
good, they divide the body 4 of the nation by their ill judged 
proceedings into two parties, the onecQmpofed of thofc, who, 
di (approving their tneafures* yet fenfible that we really labour 
under feme national grievances, fubmit patiently to their 
country's calamities, becaufe they will not herd with hot- 
headed!, felfrfh, popular demagogues; the other of thofe,. who, 
nicety femtinizihg the characters t)f the mock, patriots of the 
age^.pioufly refolve;: "fince their cduhtry U in a fair way^of 
being ruined by impolitic contentions,^ father to lhare in th6 
jpojl, and accumulate riches and falfe honours as fail as pof- 
Vol. VIII. B fible, 
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fible, than to be the laughing ftock of one half of the nation, 
or the tools of the other. 

But if we would refleft that complaints againft the conduct 
of their governors, has been as infeparable from the nature of 
government as any of its fixed principles ; that they are as an- 
tient as its origin ; and that every age, and every people, have 
thought their grievances the worft of any that ever were en- 
dured, we ftiould not make the afpcft of public affairs wear 
fo horrid a face, nor give our foreign enemies occafion to 
judge from our aMfaffeftion to government, that we are ripe 
for conqueft. , 

We loudly exclaim againft the administrators of our govern- 
ment.; and we arraign them for the meafures they purfue to 
fecure their power and influence, without confidering, that 
we have not only our own experience, but the example of all 
jpaft times, to prove, that men in the fame circumftances will 
do the fame things, call them by what 'names of diftinftion 
you pleafe. Qur bufinefs then is, to take care not to place 
our rulers in fuch fituations as {hall neceflitate them to follow 
the example, if bad, of all their predeceflbrs under fimilar 
circumftances. , 

A government is a mere piece of clock-work; certain 
fprings and wheels, muft aft in a precife, given mode, or the 
whole movement flops j and therefore the art is, fo to conftt- 
tute it, that every component part may contribute to the pro- 
ducing one equal, fteady, uniform motion for the public ad- 
vantage. For the attainment of this political art but one rule 
is required, which is, to make the intefeft of the governors 
and the governed one and the fame : for it is well known that 
every individual will aft for "his own intereft ; and all wife go- 
vernments, well convinced of this truth, ftudy to make the 
public intereft, and that of every individual, compatible with - 
each other. 

In an abfolute Monarchy this defirable end of government 
cannot be attained ; for where all power is vefted in one man, 
his intereft alone will be regarded : in an Aristocracy the 
intereft of a few will be partially preferred to that of the ma- 
jority ; but, in a free government, the intereft of every pri- 
vate man will be the rule and meafure of adrniniftratian, if 
the people are true to themfelves. For no Minifter or King, 
in a free ftate, \yill prefume to fet up an intereft feparate 
from, or repugnant to the intereft of the people, if they do 
not lead the way, by fhewing, that they prefer temporary ad- 
vantages to folid rights ; and this they do, when they barter 
for titles and gold, integrity and freedom* 

Thi 
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The freedom of England depends uporf the people's making 
ft right choice of an Houfe ef Commons, and not, as Come have 
foolifhly imagined, on the power alone of choofing ; for if 
they make a wrong choice, then the right of ele&ion becomes 
the very, means of enflaving the nation. The fole power of 
voting the people's money to be given to the adminiftrators of 
government being in -the Commons ; and abufes in the ap- 
plication of that money being the only inlet to flavery under 
our prefect happy conftitution ; it follows neceflfarily, that he 
who makes a wrong choice of a reprefentative, gives his neigh- 
bour, who ha* not the privilege of a vote, juft reafon to wilh, 
that he had no fuch power of difpofing of his property, that 
is to fay, of uiing the means to enflave hirh. 

That the intereft of every private member of the commu- 
nity, confiftent with the good of the whole, is provided for by 
the conftitution of England, no man will doubt ; nor yet that 
the abufes which have of late crept into our mode of conduc- 
ing elections for members of parliament, have been produc- 
tive of the moft dangerous evils to a well regulated community 
like that of England. Minifterial influence, and popular 
prejudice, are alike prejudicial to the freedom of the nation ) 
for, in both cafes, the abilities of the candidate are generally 
put out of the queftion. This, I apprehend, has been fully 
proved in the choice made by both parties at the late ever me- 
rnorable elections for the county of Middlefex. The indepen- 
dent freeholders, zealous for the pre(erv*ion of their facred 
rights from every fhadowof violation, perfifted in their choice 
of a man difqualified, not by any zGt or refolution of the Houfe 
of Commons, but by a catalogue of vices, which are incom- 
patible with the dignity of the important office of reprefenta- 
tive of fo refpe&able a county; and who had not given any 
diftinguifhed proofs of being poflefled of thofcaccompmhments 
which conftitute the character of an able Senator, Thefe 
freeholders then, are undoubtedly right in contending for that , 
*noft ineftimable.privilege, freedom of ele&ion ; but they were 
as clearly wrong in the objedk of their choice ; a bad man had 
been oppreffed by a fooliih, corrupt administration ; and, to 
reward htm for this, it was not fufficient to load hiro with pre- 
fents, to pay off his debts, and to advance him to inferior dig- 
nities, but blind zeal went a ftep further, and affronted every 
good* every worthy, every independant gentleman in the countv, 
willing and properly qualified to ferve ^themin "parliament; and, 
in Co populous a county, it may well be fuppofed there are num- 
bers of thofe, who would have offered themfelves, if they had 
not feen the tide of popular favour all centerecHn their adored 
Idol. Still more pernicious to the ftate was the exertion of 

B % mini- 
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nunifterial authority and influence on the other fide. Where 
neither external force, nor private bribery, are fpared to ac^ 
complifh a point in oppofitfon to the people, in all fuch cafes 
whenever it happens, there can no longer remain a doubt, 
that a fettled plan of governing on defpotic principles, has 
taken root too deeply to be eradicated by any other but coercive 
means. 

The feating of an officer of the Army in the Houfe 
of Commons, as a proper reprefentative of a county, the ma- 
jority of whofe freeholders are people diverfely concerned in 
trade and mercantile affairs ; at the fame time that it was 
throwing the moft infolent defiance in the teeth of the elec*- 
tors in general, was the grofleft infult, and the moil palpable 
injury that could be offered to fuch of them as were thus forced 
to commit the care of their commercial interefts in the grand 
affembly in the nation, to a man who had yet to go to fehool 
to learn the firfl: principles of trade and commerce 5 and who$ 
Vpon any queftion concerning them coming before the Houfe,; 
muft be mute, and blink like a bull rufli, to conceal his ig- 
norance. To fpeak plain, as a freeholder of Middlefex, t 
would neither chufe to truft the voting away my money in par- 
liament to John Wilkes, who never did, nor ever will, know 
the value of k ; nor my concerns in commerce,/ fituated in 
America and London, to the difcufEon and difcernment of 
Adjutant General Luttrell ; It will be faid, in either eafe* 
their 7 s would have been but a fingle vote % but, in your laft 
J^umber, I find, that a fingle ^<?fr'fixed the prefent Royal Fa- 
mily on the throne of thefe realms. Therefore, that every 
fingle vote fliould be that of an honeft, intelligent, refpon* 
fible man, is a very material point with me. I will then freely 
confefs, I neither voted for Wilkes nor Luttrell ; but thqhc*- 
neft, the able Serjeant Glynn had myhand and my heart} 
^nd fo fhould that fteady, indefatigable, difintcrefted parfon, 
John Home, if his being a parfon had not unfortunately been 
his fole, but infurmountable disqualification. To puriuemy 
fubjedt ftill further, and, as I imagine, difpaflionately, lam 
clearly of opinion, that a diflblution of the parliament, at the 
time it was propofed, was abfolutely neceffary, becaufe the 
people had not, of late years, fo fenfibly felt tne'effe&s of an 
improper choicer-the reje&ion of every prayer, of every propo- 
fal, even respecting the commercial concerns of this country 
- and her colonies, coming from the people, {hewed too plainly 
the force of minifterial influence on their representatives. 
They felt it, and fhewed their fenfe of it in one particular 
election, that of Sir Robert Bernard, whom they freely chofe, 
without the ufual di {graceful circumftances of riot and debau- 

chery^ 
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chery, which put the candidates to immenfe expences, and 
intoxicate the freeholders fo much, that they are not in any ' 
capacity to judge of the qualifications of their reprefentativej 
who, obferving on what principles he is chofen, moft com- 
monly indemnifies himfelf for the prodigality which has gained 
him the day, at the public expence. In an age l^fs corrupt 
than the prefent, the condudl of a part of the people, in the 
choice of Sir Robert Bernard, would have been confidered as 
an earneft of reformation in the electors of the whole king- 
dom j and virtuous Minifters would have advifed a patribt 
King to diflblve a parliament compofed of reprefentatives not 
chofen in this candid manner, in order to fend the people to a 
4iew choice, under this favourable change of their mode of 
carrying on their elections. Fired with indignation at the 
contemptuous treatment they have met with from fome of their 
reprefentatives, who confider thcmfelves as feated in parlia* 
ment only to give their votes to the Mini ft ry for the time be- 
ing ; and at the infolent behaviour of a packed majority, there 
can be little doubt that all the freeholders in England will 
unite on the firft occafion of a general eledion, in chufing 
only men of unblemifhed characters and independent for- 
tunes, to be the guardians of the lives and properties of their 
fellow fubje&s, who have not the right of voting. In this cafe 
we fliafl have z"trut reprefentation^of the people, free from 
external force or fecret bribery ; and nothing will be tranf- 
aded within the Houfe, nor ye* without doors, to themani- 
feft violation of the rights and privileges of the fubjeft* If a 
few amongft them, ftill lured by ambition, or a thifft of gain* 
ihould abufe their power, a virtuous nlajority will be ready 
to punifh them : and* if ignorant, emaciated debaucheries, 
with infane minds, corrupt hearts, and empty purfues, fhould 
afliime the reins of government, and, through imbecility, ve- 
nality, or adulation to Royalty, betray the honour and inter- 
eft of the kingdom at home and abroad, very little ceremony 
•will be wanting to enable them to remove and punifh the 
culprits. For, with a virtuous Houfe of Commons, it is juft 
as eafy to hang up a rogue of a judge, or a rafcally Minifter 
of State, as to wind up a clock when it is down, provided all 
the principal powers of the machine are found, and in good or- 
der. 

At all periods then, when popular divifions arrfe to firch a 
Height as to obftru& the public bufinefs of the nation, and a 
Miniftry is become fo deteftable that the great body of the 
nation will not place any confidence^ in them ; yet they are 
ftill objiinately kept in office ; the way to obtain redrefs is to 
feck it at the fountain head j that is, by taking care to have 

fuch 
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fueh an Houfe of Commons as no Miniftry can corrupt ; and 
if we can attain this point of perfe&ion, we may reft afftired, 
that thofe who will not be corrupted themfelves, will not en- 
dure venality in others. But while there remains a'fhadow 
of probability, that* improper perfons would he chofen at a 
new ele&ion, we muft remain hopelefs of fedrefs for the moft 
afflicting grievances. If, out of favour or affection, or for 
any other fecret caufes, freeholders will continue to chufe of- 
ficers of the army and navy, clerks in the Treafury, as well 
as Members of the Board, Commiffioners, and their depen- 
dants of the Cuftoms, Excife, &c. the moft corrupt admini- 
stration will always find a majority j and if a queftion for half 
the heads in the nation being taken off, was to be put, it 
would be carried sioo to ioq, . . 

It is a melancholy truth, that, as faft as places have been 
created, they have been given to members of parliament ; 
and by the fame rule that tke office of Lord High Admiral, 
]L»ord High Treafurer, and other important pofts, have been 
fiiujtiplied by the figures of 5 and 7, they may hereafter be 
multiplied by 15 and 17, if the danger of lofing a majority in 
the Houfe of Commons {hould oblige any future Miniftry to 
have recourfe to this expedient. Who then (ball we call the 
betrayers of their country ?. certainly not thofe who eke out a 
mortgaged eftate with a place or a penfion, and fell their fouls 
to the miniftry ; but thofe who perftft in rechoofing men 
who are in compact for a falary, with any and every admini- 
ftration that will take themihto pay. 

Yef, with the Cicero of the age, the jnftly celebrated Ed<- 
•jnund Burke, I would not be ur^derftood totally to exclude 
parliament men from holding places j for it is certain a man 
may ferve his country in two capacities with honour and inte- 
grity ; but then let the places be given to men of diftinguifb-* 
od merit, rather as a reward, an additional dignity, and not 
as a means of patching up a broken fortune ; in which cafe 
-the acceptor is tied down to conditions, which his circum- 
stances will not allow him to reject. Does it follow, for in- 
ftance, that, becaufe a man has been chofen by a poor Bo- 
rough to reprefent it in parliament, that therefore he mould he 
a fit perfon for, a Lord Commiffioner of the Treafury, Admt-* 
v ralty, Cuftoms or Excife ; and if fuch a man begs alms of ad- 
.miniftration, will it not follow, that, to live at his eafe, he 
fnuft fee with no eyes, hear with no ears, nor underftand 
with any other judgment but that of the Prime Minifter of the 
clay. In fhort, while every vacancy of 500I- per annum will 
croud the Minister's levee with members of the Lower Houfe, 

and 
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and Boroughs can be bought for clerks in public oAces, v& 
cannot expeS to fee any other fyftem of politics than the very 
wretched one of— -one part of the reprefentative body fervilely 
complying with all the meafures of the fervants of the crown, 
to keep the places they hold under them ; and the other opp$- 
fmgy with every flagrant mark of impudence and fiery seal, -ia 
order to get them, by the means of railing their mailers to 
the firft' offices of the ftate. The true well withers to their 
country, who have its real honour and intereft at heart, will 
filently lament its fate ; and being refolved not to join the 
courtiers, nor yet daring to fupport their opponents, left, on 
their acccffion to power, they fhould purfue the very corrupt 
meafures they have publicly decryed, which has often been the 
cafe, will at length grow weary of a form of government, the 
jnoft perfefl: of any of human inftitution ; and willmoft cordi- 
ally give their countenance and fupport to any grand revolu- 
tion, which bids fair to exterminate falfe patriotifm out of 
place, and diabolical oppreffion and corruption in office. Such 
a fituation of affairs, fuch a ftate of parties, and fuch a con- 
- traft of principles and chara&ers, has produced more than one 
revolution in this country. It fhould, therefore, be the of- 
fice of every honeft, public fpirited man, to moderate his own, 
and aim at the fofterfing other mens paffions ; for a political 
contagion moft certainly rages in the land, of which fome have 
died ; others have been thrown into fits of lunacy by the vio- 
lence of the diftemDer ; and lately it has infeded two very 
great Houfes to fucn a degree, that the difordered patients 
have almoft come to fcratching and biting ; while thofe who 
ftill retain' mens Jana in corpore fano 9 fervently put up their 
petitions to the King of Heaven, that he will be pleafed to 
fend down the fpirit of peace and concord amongft us, as the 
only defirable cure for this epidemical difeafe ; and that he 
will not fuffer it to fpread, till the worft of all remedies is ad- 
miniftered without our confent ; I mean a general purgation 
by the jSr* or /word of a foreign enemy; much to be dreaded, 
if the people and their Sovereign are not moft firmly united 
in the clofeft embraces of reciprocal loyalty, and paternal, 
ttniverfal love. 

Let then the banners that we fee unfurled in our ftreets, 
warn us of our approaching danger, and remind us of natio- 
nal union. Henceforth let Wilkes and Bute fleep in oblivion, 
and no man be honoured with the name of patriot who does 
not ftand forth with his counfel and his arms in defence of his 
in ftri ted- country; nor any be deemed a traitor but he who 
bafely deferts the common caufe, facrifices it to* private pique, 
•r gives a haughty foreign power reafon to prefume, that fhe 

may 
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may faftly brave the vengeance of a riation vfrhich, iiridit 
turbed by domeftic feuds, might, with one daih of the pen, 
terminate all evafive negotiations; and, by one formidable 
naval expedition, crufh all the afpiring hopes of the Bourbon 
jace. , 

If the King and the Miniftry would beat up for the people's 
hearts, and not attempt to prefs them on every oceafion, we 
ihould not fee the Union flag difplayecf from the windows of 
empty houfes of rendezvous; and his Majefty, whom heaven 
preferve I would find as little difficulty in carrying victory on 
the point of his fword, as in Writing that dreadful, monofyl- 
lable War,, which, proceeding from the pen of the father of 
a free people, would prove a death warrant 'to the proud Spa- 
niard ,j , 

AMATOR PATRIAE. 



For, the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
To the K I N G, 

May it pleaft your Majejly^ 

A Faithful fubje£fc humbly afks leave, to take the office of* 
monitor to your Majefty, without wifhing any other 
lecOmperice than that of your Majefty's fafety, honour and 
Tiappinefs. He would wifh your eye may fix, for a propel 4 
time, upon two paragraphs in the Gazetteer of Dec. 15 : 

" The E. of C : — m having aliened, on Tuefday laft, 

<4 that Gibraltar was open to an attack by fea ; and that if 
** the enemy were mafters of the Bay, the place could not 
<c make any long refiftance; was anfwered by another 
<4 Earl, Suppojing Gibraltar to be now unluckily taken 9 it would 
«* be no great matter ; for although we are not mafters of the 
<c fea at prefent, fome other time we may ; and then there 
c< will be no great difficulty in retaking it." 

The other article is to this purpofe: " Sir E d 

cc ff — ? on Wednefday laft, being afked , why,, if our 

" navy be fo numerous and ready for fervice, a fquadron was 
«< not fent to Gibraltar ? anfwered, That, for his part* 
c< he did net underftand fending (hips abroad, when, for 
<c ought he knew, they might be wanted to defend our oyrn 
^" aoaft." The remark made, Sire, is this : " Will that 4 
€i man who fleepeth never awake until deftru&ion fcometh 
Cf upon him ! has he no friend, no fervant to draw his cur- 
"* c tain, before Troy is actually ia flames !" 

It 
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1ft is the intetatioi} of this'*ddrcfs ta perform this friendly 
o&ce for yDus Majefty„ Confider, Sire, what muft be the 
cbnclufions which a nation muft draw from this languagi ufed 
by your Miniftefs ? What indignation muft arife in thebreaft 
of every true Briton I Have your Minifters perfuaded your 
Majefty to imagine your feat on the Britifb thrpnecan be either 
eafy or fafe, from the fupport of Jacobites or Papifts ? Yet 
thefe are the chara&ers that have the fole management of our 
national concerns ; and they feem determined to negledt our 
defence from foreign fees, while they are forging chains for 
us at home. But whatever efforts may be made to enflave the 
(ubje&s of yourextenfive empire, by the ad vke of the laft 
peace, makers, who moft probably mean to put this kingdom 
inder the protection of. France, R6me, and Sardinia,' that 
they may the better fircceed in eftabliihing defpo^ifm, be aft 
ikred that, before they, can accomplifli this deteftable purpofe, 
they muft deluge thefc iflands in human blood. 

I am, Sirb, 
Your FAITHFUL MONITOR. . 

! ■■ II ■ ■■■■ ..■■ il ■■! H 

OBSERVATIONS on tfo Condufm of a Reprefsntation of the 
Boards of Trade %o the King, on the Jvbjett of the fufpevjwn of 
the fix JProte/tant. Members, of the Council of Grenada* iubo were, 
rjemy difiniffid the Council Board* for having* with the loyalty* 
Jpirk*i#nd integrity of jr^e^bcrn EngUJhmen^ refuted tofwear in 
as Jjfombers of the faid Council % two French Roman Catholic 
fubje&s. 
'*'• ic ;. , • ■ •, • » • • ; 

Con£H*fio» of a Reprefertfation of the Board of Trade to the 
K«^*oastbHtitye& q[ the fufpenfion of the fix Proteftaut 
Members of the Council of Grenada. 

" At the fame time, although it does appear to have been 
"'ypur -Majefty'.s intention, that the two new fubje&s 
" flxouW not be admitted into your Majefty's Council of 
"tbelfland of Grenada, until certain bills, recommended 
€c in yfrur Majefty's inftruftiohs of the iath of O&ober, 
€C 1768, had oeen .paffed* by. the legiflature y yet as they 
« c hiye now fat ipr fometimeas Couitfellors £n? tempore* 
" amd^;the immediate, reftoration of the fix fufpendea 
" ;G0UDifellors^may,jrajfo doubts and apprebenjions in the 
•'" ntinda of your Majefty's: new fubje&s in general *in that 
*f iftandi itfe fcumWy fubmit it as our opinion, that it may 
•f.bfcadyj&aije.that J&e two n$w*fubjedb introduced into 
" the Council by Mr, Fitzmaurice. upon the fufpenfiba 
Voi,. VIII. q " Ql 
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. " of the- petitioners, fliould be appointed to the firft.vacaa- 
, fC cies that flia.ll happen ; and we flia!l accordingly take 
. " leave to recommend them, unlets your Majefty (ball 
• 4< think fit to fignify your pleafure to the contrary, 
<c AH which i$ moft humbly fubmitted, 
" Soame Jenyns, 
" Geo. Rice, 
€C John Roberts, 
. "Whitehall, ; " William Fitzh^rbert, 

March 2, J7 70." ".Lifburne," 

OBSERVATIONS, &c. . 

Non mljfura cutem* nifi plena cruorts^ hirudo. — — HoR. 

THE mean fubterfuge, which the Secretary of State for the 
colonies hath here laid hold of, to accomplifh his deteftable 
purpofe of an invafion of the British Constitution, dc-*" 
ferves the fevered cenfure, and moft open expofure. Let no 
man'fubje& himfelf to the imputation of fo great ignorance as 
to fuppofe, becaufe this reprefentation appear*, (igncd by ths 
Lords of Trade, that it is their a&, or that their judgment? 
Were at all employed about it. The arbitrary will of the 
Secretary of State for the colonies, is the only rule of their 
conduct. " Fiat" faith the Secretary' of State* " Wc 
©J>ey," fay the Lords of Trade ; and the only ufe to which 
they are now put, is to proftitute their names to the moft 
odious of his meafures, in order to fecure him a- place of re- 
fuge, in that day of trial, which will inevitably overtake 
him: But he may live to find, that the juft demands of an 
enraged people will not be eluded by fo (hallow an artifice f 
that their cry for vengeance will be too loud to beappeafed 
by the production of references , reports^ or representations ; and 
will only be fatisfied by the facrifice of the guijty director of 
thofe meafurcs, by which the nation is difgraced with her 
friends and allies, expofed to the contempt of her enemies, 
and her very being as ah independent ftate endangered, 

The report, the conclufion of which is the fubje£ of thefe 
ftridhires, was on the occafion of the Lieutenant Governor 
Fitzmaurice's violent fufpenfion of fix Proteftant Members of 
the Council of Grenada ; whofe reftoration to their feats the 
Earl of Hillfborough had the grace to order, at the moment 
When he confidently adopts the. very meafure* which was the 
immediate caufe of the difpute between Mr. Fitzmaurice and 
the Council ; I mean the introduction of two French Roman 
Catholics into the Council of Grenada, in defiance of law, 

■ • • .. of 
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of reafon, of found policy, and of thztjujiUe which the King 
owes to his natural born fubje<3s in that country. 

The manoeuvre which Lord Hillfborough ufes (for it were 
abfurd to talk of the Beard of Trade) to procure this intro- 
duction is, at once* curious and afFe&ijig. Government 
had, it feems, ftipulated terms with the French fubje&s, on 
which, and on which alone, this extraordinarv meafure was 
to be com pleated. An illiterate Lieutenant Governor, un- 
der the guidance of a .man difturbed by the mod violent pac- 
tions, anticipates the King's intentions, difgraces govern* 
ment by difpenflng with' its terms, violates his firft duty by 
a£iing in direct contradi&ion to his inftru&ions, fpurns the 
laws both of Great Britain and of the colony : And then, 
what dqes gdminiftration to ^indicate the dignity of govern* 
ment ? It declares Mr. Fitzmaurice's attempt imiurcifiahle> 
Upon, what grounds ? Becaufe ev£n the French (ubje&s def- 
piied adminiftration top much to comply with their terms, 
Yet adminiftration, in the very fame fituation,and under the 
vtry fame circumftances (except an additional load of con* 
tempt) upon the pitiful pretence that thefe kind, thefe com- 
plying, thefe refpe&fuj, thefe obedient, thefe loving French 
fubjedts may be infpired with doubts and apprebenjions^ adopt 
and refolye to carry into execution the very fame meafure. 
Can the greateft enemy of government wi(h to fee a more hu- 
miliating pi&ure of its diftrefs f dignity, even to the very 
jdea of it, abandoned, and every the moft common rule of 
propriety and decency facrificed. 

Foftering adminiftration ! had the condu& of your flub- 
born, though favourite children been amended I Are ye to 
yield, as they advance in their claims ? Are ye to give up till 
to them, as "an approbation of their ungratefulnefs for tht 
faH they have already received ? Logicians ! was the mea- 
fure altered, or did it ceafe to be, in eflence the fame, be- 
caufe ye undertook it? Were not the perfons* alone, who 
were to attempt it, changed i Is this your boafted policy ?— • 
JJluflb — blnfh-rrand Hide your guilty heads. 

It may be companion to his Lordihip to correct, him in 
one abfurdity, which I fear he has thrown out in theconclu- 
fion of the report. He feems to be of opinion, that the two 
f rench Roman Catholics, who were fworn of the Council 
of Grenada by Mr, Fitzmaurice, were, during the time they 
(at, and a&ed, to all intents and purpofes, hgai Counjilhru 
Pis words are, " As they have now fat for fome trnie a* 
Counsellors pro tempore, &c. If the interpretation I put 
on thefe words be not right, I beg his Lordihip's pardon : 
But if that be his idea, then let him, Secretary of State, and 
*~ •'••/ ; C a. K 'all 
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all knowing as he is,.ke, once for all, told, and boldly told, 
V* That no frehch Roman Catholic can exercife any lawful 
authority^ in any part of the Britiih dominions." They wcrti 
tiot legal Counfellors. They could not, nor can be, legal 
Counfellors. As well might I, a private gentleman in Bri* 
tain, who never faw Grenada,, appoint French Roman Ca- 
tholics to be of the Council ; fince neither his Lordfliip, nor 
Mr. Fitzmaurice have more authority over the laws which 
have incapacitated them, thart I have. Betides, his Lord J* 
ihipy above all men, knows that the authority from whence 
the Governor derives all his power, receives all hb instruc- 
tions, and which prefcribes and regulates his whole conduct, 
hath declared Mr. Fitzmaur tee's appointment to have been, 
ttb initio* illegal and unjuftifiable; and from thence, it is a 
very fair conclufion to fay, that no aft done by them es 
Counfellors can be valid or godd in law. r '■ ul .*• 

The Secretary of State 'for the colonies is pleafed to fay, 
through the common medium, the Board of Trade, that it 
maybe advifeable to introduce two new fubjecte into the 
Council. His Lordfhipmay live to rue this advice, and hit 
whole conduct in this matter. Every true lover of the Brii* 
*i(h conftitution repofes himfelf in the hope of the fpeedy ar- 
rival of the day when that will happen. In the mean time; 
it may be worth his Lordfhip's while to cc-nfider, a little more 
attentively, the nature of the advice he hath given ;- and- 16 
take a nearer view of the laws, which he hath trodden under 
his feet, to raife his favourites to power. - Let his* Lordfliip ■ 
take the trouble to read the 12th fedion of an aft of parlia* 
m'ent of the 7th and 8th of King William the Third* cap. 
•*• 22, in thefe words, u Provided always, that ail phces pf 
" truft in the Courts of Law, or which relate to theTreafury 
iC of the fard Iflands, fliall, from the making of this aft, he 
<c in the hinds of native-born fubje&s o(f England, orlrelandj 
" or of the find iflands." And then let him recolle&i that the; 
members of the Council, with the Governor, compofe- thi 
Court of Error In Grenada; which I fuppofe his LordChip will N 
allow to be a Court of Law. Let. his Lordfhip likewtfe be 
pleafed to read the 9th fetiion of the fame ac\ ; and then con* 
fider the fpirit and meaning) as well as words, of both claufes. 
If, when h^ has gotten fo. far, he he not fatigued, he may 
turn* to the ftatute ot the 2:5th of Charles the ad, cap. 2 ; and- 
if he ihould .find his thi r ft for knowledge encreafe, he may 
take a general view of .the laws of the land, now in full force 
. againft Papifts, even natural borti Papifts * above all, not for- 
getting thfc a£fc of the 1 2th and 1 33th of William the 3d, cap. 
2, for the further limitation of the crown, and better fecuring' 

. ' - \ V .,. ■'■:'. ...:. . . . ' - ; ;,"M< '* "' thC 
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th^ rights and liberties of the fubje£: ; and taking in, in his 
progr*6, f that of the 7 Firft of WilHatn' and Mary, cap. 6, 
Which prefcribea and eftablilhes the King's coronation oath % 
dnd conclude, by reading and attentively confidering the King's 
proclamation of the 7th of Odober 1763 \ in which the royal 
word is pledged to the King's natural-bun fubjefis in Grenada, 
far tht enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of the realm of England* 
intbe moji fully free and ample manner. Then let his Lordihip 
lay his hand upon his heart, and fbkmniy declare, if he doe* 
not think that he has (whether fjrom weakhefe or Mfickednefs, 
Whether knowingly or ignorant!^, is totally immaterial) be- 
trayed his royal matter 5 and whether fomething was not due 
to the laws, to the conftitution, to the King's engagements, 
to the natural-born fubjeel? in Grenada, and eVen to their 
doubts and apprehenfions^ " : **-' 

When juftice and a fair hearing are every where elfe denied, 
it is' to the- tribunal of the impartial public, our countrymen 
in Grenada appeal. -There they feek, and there they wifi 
have* juftice.- The cohftitution hath been moft malignantly t 
attacked^ and moft forely Wounded 5 and for its reftoratioq 
they ftruggle* It is a glorious caufe, and, let us remember^ 
it is the caufe of every Briton ; nor did their relation to uf 
ceafe when they-pafled the Tropic. We are ftill bound to aid, 
to«ffift,' to fupportthem. Our rights are theirs, and theirs 
SUre "dufs. Thtfy and we, are but different parts of th$ fame 
gltat body-politic ; and the fame laws, the fame privileges, 
the' fame interefts are common to both, and infeparable froa* 
either.' - — 

* - It only remains to inform the public, that, in confequence 
of the advice contained in the conclufion of the report, Paul 
Mignot Devoconnu, a French Roman Catholick, of the 
Ilhmd of Grenada, hath been actually appointed a Member 

t of the Council there, by a mandamus under the King's Sign 
' JUanuafiCountcrfxgncd by the £arl of HilUborough, a, copy 
of whteh is herfcto Tubjoined.' 

• • This *ery man, appointed to fo high, fo important a truft 
in the Ifland of Grenada, 'is pofleiled of, and. is now, and 
was* at the time of his appointment, and for fome time before 
that event employed in fettling^ a very large property in land 
at St. Lucia, an ifland in the Weft-Indies, belonging to the 
French King ; and caufes his wife and children t6 refide in 
JFraride, whtire the latter are now receiving their education, 
and imbibing their principles of government^ of politics, and 
of religion. V .^ ' 

i Thtfetfre fi&s which I am warranted to fay,, were within 
the kno*letf|6of tte Ejitl of HilUborough, at the time of thd 
t ..,. .....: *•". i«' !i ^ -• •■• ■+ i ' : appoint- 
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^ppointipent j* and they are now fubmitted to the public 
withput a comment. None, indeed, is neceflaryl Thofe 
who have hitherto retained any opinipn of adminiftration, will 
be ftruck dumb with aftonilhment. Thofe who have ha<£ . 
jpeneuation enough already to perceive to what end they are 
driving, will only confider it as an additional proof of their 
Shocking purpofc ; to defeat which, is the firft and great duty 
of every futye# of Great-Britain. 

A copy of the Mandamus, by which Paul Mignot Devocoiu- 
im a French Roman Catholic, Wa§ appoint a Member 
of the founcil of Grenada. 
(Signed) 
GEO R G £ &. 
Grenada v 
Trufty and Well-Beloved, we greet you, well. \yhcrea| 
we did, by our additional inftructions to you^ bearing date 
the 1 2th day of Oclober, in the 8th year of our reign, thinlf 
fit to § declare ) that fuch of our new fubjecls.of our ifland of 
Grenada and the Grenadines, "prof effing the. religion of the 
church, of Rome, v/ho were^ or whofe parents or anceftors, . 
were actual inhabitants of thofe. ifland s, and pofleflbrs of 
lands or tenements therein at the time of the treaty of Paris, 
and w{io were born a$ the time of the faid treaty, and are no^f 
aclu^al inhabitants therein,^// be capable* during ourpkafure, 
of ' being appointed Members of our Council for our faid 
ifland, provided the number of fuch Counfellors (hall not ex-. 
ceed two at, one and the feme time : And there being a va- 
cancy in our faid Council of Grenada, by the refignation of 
James Brebner, Ei*q$ who has fince taken the name of Gor- 
^on ? we being well fatisfied of the loyalty integrity* and M» 

*•'"„•' • fay 

* They were communicated to the Earl of H. by feyeral 
gentlemen, proprietors of Grenada, who attended his Lord- 
fhip in confequence of the fufpenfion of the fix ProteftanC 
Memfcersj and were then allowed, by his Lordfhip, to be a 
fufficient caufe, why Monfieur Devoconnu ought not to be 
appointed. It highly becomes 'jiis Lordfhip to acepunt (or this 
change in his opinion. 

§ Refpe&ful, highly refpeflful as is any declaration of his 
Majefty, he hath been, .notwithstanding, tnifadvifed by hi& ; 
Minifters, if heWh been induced to believe, th'aj bis decla^ 
ration can qualify French Roman Catholics to bear office* of 
truft in any part of his dominions, or, in other words, caft 
make that lawful which the fhuvte laws of thfe realm have 
IBadeVfcilawful. ' ' ' " **-' ' " 
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lify of our truftf and fw//-Ww«*P»ul-Mjgnot Pevoconnu, 
IJfqi "one of our faid new fubjedts,' have thought fit hereby to 
fignify our will and plea fu re to you, that forthwith, uooa 
receipt hereof, you fwear and admit ftim, the fajd Paul Mig- 
not Pevoconnu, to be of our Council in our ifland of Gre-* 
nada in America, in the room of the faid James Gordon Ef- 
quire, Jate Brebrier, provided that if, through length of time, 
the /aid Paul Mignot Devoconnu (hall become the fenior 
Counfellor in our laid Ifland, he'fhall not,, by vjrtge of that 
feniority, be .capable to take upon, him the administration of 
the government, upon the death or abfence of any of our 
Captains General, or Governors in Chief, or Lieutenants 
General, or Lieutenant Governors, *unlefa the faid Paul 
•*.-.*." - Mignc* 

* Then if, upon fuch death or abYence, Paul Mignot De- 
vpCohn'u, being the feriior Counfellor, (hall thereupon mate 
and fubfcribe the declaration, he y who was born a natural 
fub|e<a of the French King, and continued fo, till, by the^ 
event of the conqueft of Grenada, he was reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of becoming what is fafhionably called an o&pudfub- 
fifty he, who hath always hitherto, profefled the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion,' who hath a large property in the French 
King's dominions, who educates his family in France and in 
thelloinifh religion, will be as capable of reprefen ting the 
King's Majesty, in Grenada, and of adminiftering the govern- 
ment there, as his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, or 
?fiy other the moft faithful natural-born fubjed in the King's' 
/dominion*. *-„ 

% - The confequences of this ftrike at the firft view, tinl may 
amount to no lefs than the difmembering the Grown of this 
highly valuable acq ui fit ion, and its annexation to the domi- 
nions of its former proprietor, the French King, And if wc 
Consider the operations of ambition, and an inordinate love of 
power upon the human mind, how probable is it, that' a 
French Roman Catholic, an encroaching fpirit, may fubfcribe 
what he then would call our unmeaning declaration, when 
fce finds it the only obftacle in his way to fo great, fo impor- 
tant a command I This facrifice, it is true, he has not made 
to obtain his prefent diftindions ; but we muft remember, 
that the wifdom, of adminiftration did not make it neceflary* 
Ii> the infhnce in contemplation it would be neceffary ; and 
after having gone fo far in the Romifh religion, it is left to- 
thofe who analyze the human heart, to judge how fincere a 
French Roman Catholic would be in his declaration on fuch 
aaoccafion. The rfoblc Earl will, perhaps, himjTelf aUow, 

thai 
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Mignot Devocdnmi, (Hall thereupon make and fubfcnbe tfie 
declaration againft tranfubftantiation, enjoined and required 
by an a& made in the a£th year of the reign of King Charles, 
the Second, entitled, " An A& for preventing Dangers 
which diay happen from Popifli Recufants 5* but whenever. 
inch death or abfenee fhall happen, the government (hall, in." 
cafe of fuch Reaifancji devolve upon the CounfeHor next in 
ien jority. And for fo doing this fliall be your warrant. And t 
fo we bid you farewell. 

Given at our Court at St. Jameses, die 14th day 0/ April^ 
1770,, in the tenth year of our reign. , 

By his Majcfty's command, 
(6>unfcru£iied) HILLSBOROUGH, 

rfo ourtrufty and well beloved Robert Md vile, Efq^our^ 
Captain General and Governor in. Chief in* anf oyer our 
iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, Domihita, St. Vin- y 
cent and Tobago, in America ; or, in his abfenee, to die. 

Commander in Chief of our (aid iflands for the .time being. , 

\ ' - • ' ~ „'■ « . w .. «. 

^^— II ' ■ I 11 I! II ■ ■ ■ 1 — ■ ' ■"■ 
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For the POLITICAL JLEGISTER; > 

A Vindication of his Gract the D— ■ • of R- —£. 

GREAT pains have been taken to reprefcnt bis Grace lite, 
D- of R--r- — d as guilty of the higbeft ingratitude,: 

in oppofingthemeafuresofthcprefentminlftry., ..* 

. Ingratitude is a vice,, which the innate gencrofity of yooogi 
minds > not eafily tainted with. Thexeface I could not avoid: 
a^kingy what obligations have the miniftry laid his Gaceua-j 
der I I was anfwered, that the miniftry had advanced. many 
perfons to places under the government upon his Grace's re* 
commendation. Very well! But, have thofe perfons Msi 
Grace recommended* behaved with faithfulneis and integrityi 
itf the trufts to which they were promoted 1 I yrastokl, that 
W^3 not the queftion. . 1 1 anfwered it .was my queftion 5 and h 
thought it a very material nneftion.in the .prefent dtfpute* 
. For, if thofe perfons have, acted with faithfulneis, integrity 
and ability in their refpe&ive employments, the miniftry weed 
certainly more obliged to his Grace, than his Grace to thei 
miniftry; efpecially, if we reflefi how .very unfortunate the 
miniftry have been in thisvery article of promotions, for want 

11 .. ■■ ■ ■ " . ' i ni i , "" ii i i' ■: 

that, a declaration and fubfeription of the tcft, on the eve of; 
the liibfcriber's amunptiori of the reins of gevernmeht; .and. 
wheft that. declaration and fubfeription were the only remain*, 
ing terms of fuch affumptign, would be, at lcaft, highly fuf- 
picious. 
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of wife and faithful advifers, or for want of wifdom to direct 
their own condudh - The prefent unhappy fituation and em- 
barraflment x>{ the miniftry has been occafioned chiefly by 
their improperly advancing to power and truft, men — not re* 
commended by his Grace * men, who bartered their virtue fof 
patents and cotnmiffions, and by that very a& rendered them* 
felves unfit for any truft whatfbever. 

They alfo fay, that the miniftry have beftowed two or three 
peerages upon his Grace's recommendation. This is quite 
new co me. I always thought the honour of peerage was a 
fti earn flowing pure from its fountain, Majefty itfeif, accord- 
ing to the antient form of patents, viz. " of our own knowledgt 
end mere motion" . However, although the hoi\our <rf" peerage 
moft certainly carries with it a very interefting obligation, it 
is an obligation not to the miniftry, but to their King- and 
country \ an obligation to ufe all means in their power to fup- 
port the mutual intereft of both j an obligation to advife his 
Majefty of the fecret machinations of thofe fervants who lie 
in wait to deceive him \ an obligation to preferve the true 
conftitution of this free government inviolate, to guard it 
againft the attempts of artifice and force from without, and. 
the more dangerous power of corruption from within * that, 
as they received it fealed with the blood of their anceftor*, 
they, may deliver down the facred truft, pure and uncorruprei 
to their pofterity. 

Buthowhavethofenoble peers behaved ? Havetheyeverftain* 
ed the honour to which thfcy were advanced ? Have they ever 
afted unbecoming the dignity of peerage ? Have they taken a - 
bribe at any man's hand to betray the intereft of their King 
and country? Have they endeavoured to deceive his Majefty 
vrith the cry of peace, peace, when there is no peace ? Have 
they ever attempted to perfuade his Majefty to difregard the 
prayers of his faithful fubjefts, by reprelcnting them as be- 
neath his notice, as the fcum of the earth, the off-fcouring of 
mil things, as if they meant to intetrupt that mutual confidence 
between the King and hfe people, without which their mutual 
happinefs and fecurity cannot fubfift ? Have fhey facrificed the 
public good to private intereft ? Have they ever reprefented 
bis Majefty as a party to their perfonal quarrels, or proftituted 
public~)tt(tice to the gratification of private refentment ? Have 
they found out ways and means to embezzle the public mo* 
ney, and thfeo found power and influence to ftop all enquiry 
about it ? HaveHhey left no ftonc unturned to deftroy, by bri- 
bery and corruption, the remaining virtue of the kingdom, 
upon which our very exiftence as a community depends? 
When virtue is loft, no human force can prevent the fatal 
Vol.. VIII. , curfe 
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curfe of anarchy and confufion. Had tjiey, bejiaved in this 
manner, his Grace would probably have been as much difap- 
pointcdas the miniftry are now. If, on the porttrary^ they 
have fupported the true dignky of peerage, eijpoufed the cauie 
of virtue and the intereft of their country, to what end is all this 
complaint, this hurry, buftle and confufion of face ? Only 
feecaufe it is not indifferent to the miniftry (nor indeed is it tp 
the public) whether they are in place or out. 
• Afber all, give me leave to aflc, >yere the pretended favours! 
meant as allurements to draw off his Grace from the rigour of 
his duty h Andis it now matter of complaint, that his Grace's 
-virtue was fuperior to the temptation ? If fo, I muft congra- 
tulate my country upon the ap^rance o/ r fo worthy and noble 
ft chara&er in its defence. I would with ecjual pleafiire have 
paid the fame compliment to theminiftry ? if they had put it in. 
toy power. But I hope we have many names, ofWri left in 
-Great Britain, who have not yet bqjved thp knee to Baaf, 
whole virtue and public fpirft will perfeyere in a,fi*ed refolu- 
tion to oppofc the baneful torrent of -bribery and corruption, 
and fave, if poflible, this finfulland, which npw ftands trem- 
bling upon the blink of ruin. 

PHILANTHROPOS. 



• To the Printer, of the POLITICAL REGISTER 

SIR, 

IT was with pleafure I few, in the papers of lafft Jfreefr, tha* 
a political revolution had happened at Court. Lord Wey- 
caouth* it fe.ems, is at laft removed from the oiRee of Secre- 
tary of State. The fool and D~— d is to be (hipped off for 
Ireland, where he may enjoy his bottle ; and if he is properly 
bridled by the Cabinet here, may not be able to do fo much 
.mjfehief there, in his mad pranks, as he did in his department 
at Whitehall, We are lifcewjfe told that Mr. Wood* who, 
on feveral bccafioris, has rendered himfelf obnoxious to the 
public, is to retire from bufinc.ft. The political (foge then, 
Sir, will be cleared of two of the moft wretched -afters that 
ever difgraced this country. The former was only a mere 
'automaton placed in the chair to recruit an empty purfe, and 
to give the reins of tyranny into the hands of the lat*eY, whofe 
favage ferocity and brutality frightened from his office all, 
whoni avarice and ambition had not made the Oaves of a bear 
in human form. But, Sir, what a farce "this poor, weak 
Jord is now performing ; the man who had not a head to give 
a rational aniwer to any foreign minifler at his levees, and aU 
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ways behave* more like a conceited, delicate creature, ena* 
mowed of nothing but his own fweet perfon, thda ^Secretary 
of State 5 pretends to grow manly on a fudden— to infift on 
breaking with Spaln # talk* of rtfptnfibility, and propagates a 
report that he fhr&ws up ia difguft,becaufe he cannot confent 
tp the tame negociattons carrying on with the .Court of Spain, 
finally, Sir* this is carrying the joke too far ; ami I am ut- 
terly at alofi toguefe at his Lordwrp's meaning, Uiriefs he in- 
tends to varffe& over the tragic fcene in St. George's Fields, 
with this newly -inspired Spirit *f patriotifm. .This, Mr. 
Printer, is* a wonder working age ; and if the heft Burgundy 
is laid in at the Thatched fioufe, I (hall not bo firrprri'ed if 
Lord Weymouth enlifts into the fervice of the minority. 
After he has fecured fome thoufend ounces of plate, and a 
year's falary in confequence of his fecond nomination to the 
Viceroy&tp of Ireland, where Jhis Lordfirip will neve* go, 
un\eh he is driven thither by importunate duns. 

But whom haVe we in his place— my good Lord of Sandwich ; 
ipy then heaven mend this degenerate age ! for it fhoirid feem, 
that mere neccflity has obliged the King to this meafure 5 
otherwise can it be fuppofed he would have ventured to con* 
fer the office of Secretary of State a fecond time, ott a noble- 
man whofe irregularities in private life have been the con ft ant 
topic offcurrjlous mve&ive; who has been nick- named, and 
painted in die .Wackeft colours by one party, while the other 
have retorted the fame compliments on their patriot John 
Wilkes, tiU the town has grown quite fick of the amours, in- 
trigues, debaucheries, &c. 6f Jack Filch *nd Jemmy Twit- 
eher. Could the King find no other man to fupply the va- 
cancy made by Lord Weymouth's refignation ? Indeed, Sir,. 
if I muft fpeak the truth, I believe not* for there are but two 
ctaflbs amongft our rirtlcd gentry ; fools and men of great ta- 
lents. As to* their private characters, if ftrictly fc^utinized, 
very little dmiifoSrion can be made. The man who hates 
women is fond ££ gambling ; he who derefts whoredom* and" 
Kvtfs .regularly in matrimonial union, fcruples not to devote* 
trhole nights to the bottle ; and he who neither drinks, games, 
nor follows wenches* loves gormandising, horfe- racing and 
cock-fighting, to diftracftion. For God's fake, Sir, K this 1 * 
be the complexion of the times, what is the King to do? If 
his Majefty ijmft keep the great offices oFftate vacant, till he 
can find tiaen of the proper rank to .fill them,, who ate pious, 
good Chriftians, men of holy and chafte characters, I am 
*fraid he wtll.be under a neceffity of officiating perfonally at 
the Treasury* the Secretary of State's Office, &c till the ri-> 

fc»g generation have been tranfported to fome foreign clime, 
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to receive a virtuous education, which is not trfbe had in out 
fafhionable fchools, and are returned from their travels varied 
in the principles of politics^ commerce and the jhumcet. But as 
fuch conftant application tobufineft might endanger the va- 
luable life of oar 'moft gracious Sovereign* I cannot help Con- 
gratulating the public on the ftep his Maiefty hasjuft taken. 
His moft inveterate enemies allow, that Lord Sandwich is a 
man of great abilities ; and I can add,, from «y own know- 
ledge, that he has moft of the qualifications requifite for his 
high department. He is naturally affable, and was always re* 
markable for being eafy of accefs in office, Indefatigable ap- 

fllication to bufinejs rs another happy •circumftance in his pub- 
ic character 5 a knowledge of men, a clear dtfeerntnent of the 
political interefts of Europe, a fund of experience, and great 
firm nefs of mind, combine to tender him a very proper per- 
ion to take up the national affairs at this crifis. Let us not 
then be fo idle, fo trifling, as to quarrel about his private cha- 
racter. We have nothing to do with the domeftic tranfadions 
of men in public ftations; our bufinefs is to keep a watchful 
eye upon their condud as minifters, not as men. Befides,Sir, 
a report prevails, that his Lordlhip is quite reformed, whether 
by age or inclination it matters not ; and, \{ I am not mis- 
taken, a whifper likewife prevails, that he means to wind up 
the clue of life on the bottom of popularity, to which end he 
will very fpeedilv promote fome public ' meafurls, thatWiU 
give great fatisfachott to the nation in general. Time alone 
can ripen report into ftandard truth. Give him at leaftfair 
play at ftarting, and though the odds are againft him, yet 
I confefs that I (hall not be furprifrd to fee him win the plate, 
and become a favourite minijter with the people. One thing we 
may be well allured ot, he will not give his advice in theCa^ 
binet for a reconciliation with Spain, uniefs the moft ample 
fatisfa&ion is obtained for the infult lately put upon the Bri- 
tjlh arms by the infamous capitulation forced upon Our garri- 
fon at Falkland's Wand : " For they were taken prifoners of 
** war ii* a time of profound peace, and font home under the 
4 c ufual ftipuiations made with pmfoners taken in open war." I 
entreat the patience of the public only till the return of the firft 
courier that could arrive from Madrid, after Lord Sandwich 
has taken an a&ive part-in adminiftration. Thisj Sir, is not 
a mere oftenfible minifter ; I know Lord Sandwich well ; and, 
believe me, he will be principal or nothing: You fee, Sir, 
tjiat, in this poirit of view, Jie is likewife refponfible ; and, 
therefore, if he difappoints our hopes, we Jtnow who we are 
to call to account ; but as to Weymouth, he always was, and 
ever will be, in tinfel leading ftrings. If you give this a 
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place in your ufeful Regifier, which I find you intend to lay 
open to all parties* I promife you I will clofely follow Lord 
Sandwich through every dofet of the Secretary of State's Of- 
-ficfe* and yoir flbsfll hear frequently of his good or bad deeds, at 
they «ccur, from Your*s, 

An INDEPENDANT. SKINNER. - 



For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

HINTS recommended humbly to the Confideration of Lord 
NORTH. 

IT is wifdom in a legijlatar, it is his duty, maturely to con- 
fider what kind of government his fchemes have a tendency 
to form-: for-fome ace belt adapted to a popular, fome to a mo- 
Barcbiai, others to a linyted ftate: and, as constitutions differ' 
in their nature, fo laws, intended to model or fupport theie, 
Hiuft confequently differ. Hence it appears how much cool 
deliberation is necefiary before a ftatefman executes his poli- 
tical plans, feeing the leaft of thefe, when the offspring of 
folly, may produce alterations or commotions, wjiich, if 
ftrengthened by .time, ministerial art, or influence, cannot 
dif place, nor even reftrain. An Engtift* Minifter ihould nei- 
ther favour a popular government, nor lean to a monarchy, 
becaufe hfs fole aim ought to be the prefervation of the confti- 
tuti&n ; .not on the one hand -giving up paflively the preroga- 
tive of his, Sovereign, nor, on the other hand, extending the 
regal authority .beyond its due limits. Whoever adheres to 
the privileges of the crown with defpotic feverity, or fuffers 
encroachments uppn them with an eafy compliance, muft be 
either a Have,. or a tyrant : both of thefe extremes proceed, the 
«me from ignorance, the other from pride. 

My Lord, is it true that you have meanly crouched to ar- 
bitrary power? Will you, through ignorance, overthrow the 
beft form of government in the world ? Should the common- 
Wealth be quite unhinged, does your LordChip conceive you 
h.ave abilities, or power enough, to new-mould it at pjeafure ? 
I wi(h your Lordjhip would relied on the nature and tendency 
of your political fchemes. - . . 

There is. a remarkable Ukenefs in human affairs under dif- 
ferent periods. Similar events occur, and fimilar fcenes are 
. a&ed over again, in the circle of ages. Now true political 
wifdom wiJl/obfervefuch events, it will compare them with 
the sera of -ita-exiftenoej 4uid, from the analogy, draw fuch 
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ctarctiifions, a$ pfofhife bet! to conduce to tbe Bonedr, prof* 
purify, and preservation of government. \ - 

I fear^r^y Lofd, jw* would find this tafk too iffcfoinfyOr tetf: 
difficult. But, to bring it, nearer to the compafs of your under^, 
ftanding, I humbly recommenStoyour private thoughts the an- 
nals 6f the* Scottifn Queen, and the fucceeding branches of the 
Stuart family,. fielieve meyrriy Lord, you-a*ee»gag«4$ tfotr the 
fide of arbitrary power, in a very hazardous, and what may 
prove'to* yourfetf, a vety fatal atfemrit. Btfidrifed then* be- 
fore it is too late to recede, to provide for your own fectukvy 
and leave a dmde& y dtfencekfs ftate, to ihift for itfelfl this, 
if not a fign of yourrrfagnanimity, will at leaft be deemed a 
proof of your prudence, ^ 

. . Authority rand indulgence? wfee» pkoperfy blended together"* 
cpmpofe a mixture t>oth <ploafant arid falatary* That admr- 
mftratioa which too eafify complies with the htmfoars of the 
multitude, muft weaken fche fprmgs, or endanger the furidau 
mentals or ihe conftitution ; wi'tbat.vtikkk coniim&dry ttotrv 
counter to the inclinations of the people, or turns a deaf ear 
to their petitions, will,, by finch imprudent rigour, reader 
eVen the legal power-of the Prarte odious^ and the leaft eft-' 
ceptionable parts of his conduct contemptible. The political 
genius of Numa was mild and perfuafrVe; fa that he, aa it 
were, " foathed his, people out of their lrntraAable and fiery 
difpofition, into the practice -of peace andjufl&cc/' Therefore 
refpeft and obedience fpruag up, as the fettite of his human- 
legiilation. An .inflexible objibiafy or firong paffmrt, ate dan- 
gerous, frequently deftru<ftiy*, to thole who govern: *feoa- 
tent and dilorder^kinumerable flow from thefe.foerces, which* 
fortitude cannot reftrahv, nor the moft confummate policy, ac^ 
times, remedy. Suppofe po^r, united with, nfahvuwy eveay 
in this cafe, perfuafojiyiiM^ much more than compuifion y 
becayfemaay men, to whom- the idea of tyranny js Shocking, 
may be cajoled into a compliance with ptopbfah* on whom* 
force, or violent proceedings would havejittkot no effect. 
Now wbich of thefe plans has, yew Lordfbip adopted t 
Have you yielded to the people at critical times ? H*re you* 
indulged their prejudices in feme particular inffances/ ?. And! 
in return, hare they humbly. fubmitted to the laws, and vtn-> 
dered. government cheerful fervices ? Have you, my Lord, 
tempered. your dignity and feverity with fweet affabrlityi -Thi* 
gives weight to intereft, ^nd you will find one rtqvrfi to ob- 
tain more than a thoufand demands. A emptying virtue is as 
amiable in a Statefmao, as -d&umlefs courage in a. General. 
It is true, obftinacy of temper, or, to.give it a fofter name, 
firmnefs of refolution, is fometimes a fign of a generous mind/. 

but 
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but does not jrour Lqrdfliip know, that calmnefs and coolpor 
-Jicy is the foundation of-a great cfrar^&^r, and a&jons trpljr 
nablef 

. Wkz% redounded moft to tbepraifc of *IhtmiflocUs was, that, 
previous to entering upon a war with the Per/tans^ he put an 
<end to ail ttoe> civtt commotions ia Greece^ compofed their dif- 
ferences, &to4 perfuaded them to lav afide all enmity, Much 
the fame is* relaM to the honourot jftcibiades, What can b£ 
mow 4**adful in fpeculation, what fp alarming to a brave 
people, as civil war within the walls, and a common- enemy 
whbttdf Mareius advifed the Volfciflw to invade the Romans 
-while they we<e at variance among themfelves, though they 
iad muturally (worn toobferve a* truce for tjie fpace of two 
years. Doe* not Spain feetn, at prefect, to be aftu^ted by thf 
lame d+fliopourabJe policy ? An3 can any think the honour oi 
France So doihate> as to prevent her embracing it. 
•'. My* Lord* my Lord, where \$your honour ?*Will you give 
it up to ambition ? To gratify this infatiablc fiend, will yoft 
ikcrifice your country too? Having kindled the flames ©f dif- 
.coitfent, will yeu bury yourfelf, and your native land, in its 
afees? C^n you ieok with pleafure on the ftorm, which is 
continually gathering ftrength from the troubles you have 
Ta\fed-S Are 'you reTolved, t*y unpopular afts, to "give your 
enemies all the advantages they can wifh i Are you fo grofsly 
ignorant as not to -knowy that- domeftic jars either advance the 
intcjreft of afoFeign foe, or the defigns of thofe who may bo 
out of pj|ge. ai Jiflme I S.uppnff, in xae .courfe x£ a, .«aiy ad* 
verfe events to^turn up— fuppofc yojijr beft-J^ni expeditions to 
mi(carry~weu4d4iet your enemies blow up the ffames of po- 
jpirlaj: difgqft ? ff*ve you fee ufed reputation and. friends,, wh» 
will** (land by you in critical citcumftaoces ? But, my Lord, 
if^the motives from, perfonql fo/efy nave no weight with yen, 
forget not, that difcord and party contentions weaken and (tXr 
pofe the defigns of government to its external adversaries. 

How great the difference between over-reaching an cnetoy, 
and breaking file/m league* or violating public faith 1 Circumvent 
(ion is one thing j injujlice another ; Stratagem in wpc may be 
ionoufable policy j but infringements upon treaties, and 
caufelefs depredation, in time, of peace, are no better than 
la wlelV violence., and bare-faced perjuries. 
,v What artful compromife^ my Lord* is ftrong enough to co- 
Lout over ojp ^eface thele eternal truths? Under the -character 
of a peace-patijw , will you lofe th^t pf an able civilian? 
TjUnqw you not, that the Englilh nation entrufts its honour, 
not with the caballing Jlatefman y but. the man of honour? If it 
is true, (which I cannot believe) that you have neither, fore- 
seen 
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Jecn, nor prepared, for the impending ftorrn, (I mean a Spa>- 
nifli war) you muft be lefs than a fool; and if you have not 
fpirit enough to refent vigoroully a national affirobt, you muft 
De fomewhat lefs than a man. 

The government of fome princes has been far from. tyran- 
nical in itfelf, yet their minifters and favourites have rendered 
it fo. By weak and violent meafures, they fow the feeds of 
Sedition, but all the odium is thrown rfpon the Sovereign. A 
good, 1 might fay the beft of Kings, under the management 
of bad minifters, lofes, never to be recalled, the efteem of 
his fubjeds: Then fufpicion creates difguft j difguft begets 
contempt j and contempt fajls not to expreis itfelf io xhtworfi 
terms* A people once incenfed, by the mal -administration of 
fooliffr minifters, will (carce allow their Prince good^ inten- 
tions j— even the effufions of pity and compliments upon, his 
private virtues, teftify an averfion to<his authority, and a dif- 
approbation of his public condud. 

My Lord, do you underftand me ? Do you feel the force of 
thefe fentiments ? Look, my Lord, upon the true portrait of 
an amiable King ; look upon that hideous daubing you and 
your colleagues have expofed to public view. For the fake 
of pity,— for your country's fake,— -for God's fake,— open 
(he back fcene; that fo a royal and gracious Monarch may 
be feen, and hear the blcffings,of a grateful people* 

C R I T O. 



For the P O L I T I C A L REGISTER. 

timclujkn of the Account of the Voters fir the Hanover SuteeJJun* 
See p. 329, vol. 7. 

SIR Gilbert Hcathcote, Knt. was one of the Reprcfenta- 
tives for the city ctf London. He was the grandfather of 
the prefent Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Bart, of Normanton in 
Rutland, married to the Earl of Hardwicke's fitter. 

John Morgan, Efq; was father to Sir William Morgan, 
Knight of the Bath, of Tredegar in Monmouthfliire. The 
Morgans of Ruperralc are a branch of this family. 

Sir Charles Turner, Knt. was uncle to Sir John Turner, 
Bart. Member in the prefent parliament for King's Lynn in 
Norfolk, the intimate friend of Lord Bute. 

Robert Walpole, Efq; was afterwards the celebrated Sir 
Robert, grandfather to the prefent Earl of Orford. 

Sir Thomas Littleton, Bart. This family- is extinft. I 
cannot find that the prefart worthy Lord Lyttelton is anyway 
related to it. 

Sidney 
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Sidney Wortley, alias Montague, Efq; grandfather to the 
prefent Countefs of Bute. 

The Hob. Charles Egerton, Efq; was brother to Lord 
Bridgwater, and great uhcle to the prefent Duke bf Bridge- 
frater. 

The Hon. Thomas Wentworth, Efq; was grandfather to 
the prefent Marquis of Rockingham. His name was Watfon, 
but marrying the daughter of Thomas Earl of Strafford, he 
took the "furname of Wentworth. 

Sir Henry Liddal, Bart, grandfather to the prefent Lord 
Raven fworth.* 

Sir William Daines, Knt. Member for BriftoJ, was grand- 
Father, by the mother's fide, to the prefent Lord Barring ton* 
Edward Clark, Efq; has a grandfon who now lives at Chip- 
Icy, near Taunton in Somerfetfliire. 

George Balch, Efq; grandfather of Robert Balch, Efq; 
Membelr for Bridgwater in the laft parliament of George II. 
Lord William Pawlet was fon to the flrft Duke of Bolton. 
The Right Hon. John Smith, Efq; was at that timd 
Chancellor, and afterwards a Teller of the Exchequer ; and 
in the year 1705 was chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Thomas Guy, Efq; Member for Tamworth in Stafibrd- 
flrire, the founder of the hofpital in Southwark which goes 
by his hame, and which is the greateft charity that ever was 
eftablimed by a private man* 

The Hon. Spepcer Compton, Efq; of the Northampton 
family, was chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Commons in' 
1 7 14-15* He was afterwards created Earl of Wilmingtort. 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Knt. afterwards Mafter of the Rolls. 
Sir Thomas Felton, Bart, was great grandfather, by the 
mother's fide, to the prefent Earl of Briftol. 

Sir Richard Onflow, Bart, was grandfather to the prefent 
Lord Onflow, Thomas Onflow Efq; was his fon ; arid Denxil 
Onflow, Efq;' was his brother. ' 

Sir Robert Clayton, Knt. was grandfather to the prefent 
Sir Robert Clavton, Bart. Member for Bletchingly in Surry. 
Thomas Pefham> Efq; grandfather to the prefent Lojd 
Pelham, of Hanmer. 

Sir Nicholas Pelham* Knt. was uncle to the late Duke c/f 
Ncwcaftle. 

Robert Eyre, Efq; in the year 17 10 made one of the 
Judges of the Queen s Bench. 

Sir John Hawles, Knt. was Solicitor-General to King 
William at his death. - 

Vol. VIII. E Charles 
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Charles Cocks, Efq; nephew to the great and excellent 
I*ord Somers, whofe charaftcr is. given by Mr. Addifon, in 
the Freeholder No. 39. 

The Right Hon. William Lord Marquis of Harrington, 
was great grandfather to the prefent Duke of Devonlhire. 
This family hath ever been diftinguiflied for true patriotifm. 
' William Lawther, Efy was of the Lonfdale family. 

John Pultney, Efq; uncle to the late Earl of Bath. 
■ Matthew Aylmer, Efq; grandfather to the prefent Lord 
Aylmer, of the kingdom of Ireland. 

Sir John Holland, Bart, was Comptroller of the Houfhold 
to Queen Ann in 1709-10. 

Should I, in the courfe of my reading, meet with any 
thing particular, refpe&ing the gentlemen omitted in the ac- 
count I have fent you, I fhail occasionally communicate it; 
But, before I conclude, I would obferve that, out of the 
*i8 who voted for the Hanover fucceflbn, there are not ap 
i>f their ddfcenflants in favour at Court. 

Account of the Gentlemen who voted againfl agreeing with the 
Lords Amendments to a Bill for the farther fecurity of the Ha~ 
never Succejfion. 

. Sir John Stonehoufe, Bart. r«J>refented the county of 
Berks at that time. He and Mr. Rend*, Member of Wai- 
lingford in the fame county, always voted on the fide of ar- 
bitrary meafures in churah and ftate. Arthur Vanfittare, Efq* 
Reprefentative in the prefent parliament for the fame county, 
is, by his mother's fide, of this family 1 and be has a fifter, a 
Maid of Honour to the Princefs Dowager of Wales. 
• Sir Simon Harcourt, Knt. was then Solicitor General* 
In the year 1707, he was made Attorney-General ; in 1710, 
Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal; and in- 1 712, he was made 
Lord-Chancellor. He was coupfel for Sacheverel at his trial, 
and a very aftive man, efpecially during the four laft years of 
Queen Anne. He was grandfather to the prefent Earl Har- 
court, who is a Priyy-Counfellor, and Lord-Chamberlain of 
the Queen's Houfhold. 

Simon Harcourt, Rfq; of Ailfbury, was coufin to Sir Si- 
mon. He was the perfon who carried the impeachment of 
the excellent Lord Somers, in 1 700-1, to the fifonfe of 
Lords. 

Sir Samuel Garrard, Bart, was the. Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, before whom Sacheverel, in 1709, preached his famous 
fermon'at St. Paul's* He defired the Doctor to publifl* it ; 

fcut 
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but when he was aflced by the Houfe whether he did of not, 
he immediately denied it, left he fhould be expelled'. 

Richard Crawley, Efq; has, I think, a grand fort how liv- 
ingat Greenwich. 

The Hon*. Atthar Aflnefley, Efq; afterwards Earl of An- 
glefey, very active irt the Houfe of Lords in 17 14. 

Si* Roger Moftyn, Bart, grandfather to the prefent Repre- 
fentative for the county of Flint. 

James Buller, Efq; was great grandfather to John BuIIer t 
Efq; now Meftiber for Exeter. 

The Right Hon. Henrv Lord Hide, was afterwards Earl . 
of Clarendon and Rochester. He was grandfon to the firftf 
$arl of Clarendon, and grandfather to the prefent Lady Hyde* 
ofHindoh. 

Sir Henry Seymour, Bart, was of the Seymours of Maiden 
Bradley, Wilts, the anceftors of the prefent Duke of So- 
merfet. 

John Manley, Efq; in the year 1710 made Surveyor-Gene- 
ral by the Tory MiAiftry. 

George Granville, Elq; a near relation of the then Earl of 
Bath. In the year 1710, he was made Secretary of W ar, in> 
the room of Robert Walpole, Efq; and rn the year 171 1 was 
one of the twelve new-made Peers, by the name of Baroit 
LarifdtfWne, of Biddeford, irf the county of Devon. On the 
day When thofe twelve were introduced into the Houfe, and 
the queftion about adjourning was going to be put, the Earl 
of Wharton aflced one of them, " Whether they voted by 
their foreman ?" — a fevere refledtion, as thereby he compared 
theih to a petty jury. Lord Lanfdowne was, in the year 
j 7 15, taken into cuftody on fufpicion of treafon. s 

John Anftis r Efq; afterwards Garter King of Arms, He 
was alfo fufpe&ed of treafon in the year 17 15. 

Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, Bart, was a gentleman of good 
family in Cumberland. It was to him that Pope alluded in 
the" following lines : 

" Once y we confefs, beneath the patriot's cloak , 
" From the crack' d h'ag^ the dropping guineas /poke ^ , 
" And jingling down the back~Jlairs 9 told the crew, 
" Old Cato is as great a rogue as you J* 
Epift. III. to Lord Bathurft, oftheUfe of Riches, line 35. 
The cafe was reafly this. Sir Chriftopher was a very high 
Tory 'f but in fome inftances he had been ferviceable to King 
William, for which he was very liberally paid. Once the 
linfufpe&ed old tory patriot, coming out at the back-door, 
from having been ciofeted by the King, where he had received 

E 2 a largo 
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a large bag of guineas, the burfting of the bag difcoverod hi* 
bufinefs there. 

John Curzon, Efqj was grandfather to the prefent Lor4 
Scarfdale. 

John Harpur, was great grandfather to Sir Henry 
Harpur, Bart. Member in the laft parliament for thq 
county of .Derby. 

James Bultecl, Efq; was one of the Commiflioners ap-r 
pointed by the Commons to examine all the grants made by 
King William. But, as the defign evidently was to blacken 
the memory of that excellent Prince, it was rejected in the 
Houfe of Peers upon the firft reading. 

Thomas Strangcways, Efq; was great uncle to the prefent 
Countefs of Ilchefter, iifter-in-law to Lord Holland. 

The Hon. Henry* Thynne, Efq; was one of the Wey.. 
mouth family. This gentleman was grandfather, by the qkh 
ther's fide, to the Duchefs of Northumberland. 

The Right Hon. John How, Efq; grandfather to Lord 
Chedworth. He was Vice-Chamberlain to Mary, King WU-? 
Jiam's Queen; but miffing fome advantages which he propo- 
fed to himfelf, he violently oppofed the Court during the 
whole of this reign, not without fome very indecent reflec T 
tions upon the King himfelf. This family, is the younger^ 
branch of Lord Vifcount How's, of th$ kingdom of Ireland! 

The Hon. Heneage Finch, Efq; was grandfather to the • 
Earl of Aylesford. 

The Hon. John Verney, Efq; grandfather to Lord Wil- 
loughby de Broke. 

■ Hon. Lewis Dymoke, Efq; This family has the hononr 
of being the champions of England. 

Arthur Moore, Efq; was raifed from being a footman 
without education, to be a- Commiflloner of Trade and Plan? 
tations. He was the perfon chiefly confided in, regarding al| 
matters of trade and commerce at the treaty of Utrecht in ti\e 
year 1 712. He was concerned in many iniquitous practices, 
and was one of the perfons, by name, excepted out of the Act 
of Qrace in 1,717. 

His lady and he were exactly oppofite in their political 
principles. It is reported that, foon after the death of Queen 
Anne, this lady happened to be in company with Lord *Bo- 
lingbroke. His Lord (hip, alluding to the humour' then pre- 
vailing of impeaching fome members of the late administration, 
of whom he was one, faid to her, " Madam, I hope that you 
will fayour me with your company to Tower-hill on the day 
that I am to be beheaded ?" To which flie immediately re- 
plied, << I allure you, my Lord, I fliould be very glad ta 
, wait? 
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iralt Upon 'you on fuch occafion ; but I am afraid that I (ball 
he obliged on that day to attend my Snub (the name by which 
flie commonly called her hulband) to Tyburn." 

The Hon. William Cecil, Efqj was fccond fon to the Earl 
<?f Exeter, 

The Hon. Charley Bertie, Efqj a ypunger fon of the £arl 
of Abingdon. 

Hugh Smithfon, Efqj was great uncle to the prefent Duko- 
of Northumberland. 

Sir Francis Child, I£nt. His principles he acknowledged ; 
for npt long before the death of King William, he declared 
himfejf foj: calling home the Prince pf Wales, i f e. the late* 
Pretender. 

William BrpYnley, £fqj was a very active man among the 
Tories during the, whole of Queen Anne's reign. He was 
chofe Speaker of the frfaufe of Commons in the parliament 
which met November 17 10. 

Sir Robert Jenkinfon., Bart, wa6 of Qxfordfhire, IJe was 
a gentleman noted for his high principles in both church* and 
ftate. He voted againft William and Mary's being made 
King and Queen. He was one of the ninety-two members 
who refufed to fign the voluntary affbeiation in 1695, to de- 
fend that King when in danger of being aflaffinated. He was 
alfo the friend of Sacheverel. Charles Jenkinfon, E(q; 
Member for Appleby in Weftmoreland, a Commiffioner qf 
the Treafury, feind Auditor of Accounts to the Princefs Dow- 
ager of Wales, ispf this family. - 

The Hon. Charles North, Efq; was fecond fon to the firft 
Lord Quildford, and great uncle to the Right Hon. Frederick 
the prefent Lord North. Some branches of this family were, 
jiot many years ago, ftrongly fufpe&ed of Jacpbitifm. \ In- 
deed William Lord North and Grey, whole title fell to the 
prefent Earl of Guildford in 1734, was committed to the 
Tower in 172^, for being concerned in a confpiracy againft 
George the Firft, with Bifhop Atterbury and others. This 
fame Lord North and Grey, in 1713, oppofed an addrefs to 
the Queen to get the Pretender removed from Lorrain. Ho 
was a great promoter of the Schifm Bill, in fhorr, of all the 
viplent meafures of Queen Anne's laft miniftry. It is rather 
remarkable, that one of a family, fo many years together 
difaffe&ed to the Hanover fucceffion, fhould, under a Prince 
of that Houfe, be raifed to the important office* pf a. Firft 
Lord of the Treafury. It is not eafy to find on what account 
he is fo much diftinguifhed, except it be a merit to be. a<te- 
(cendant of a Jacobite family, - _ • 

George 
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George fttt, Efq; was grandfather to George Pitt, Efq* 
Member in the prefent parliament for the c6unty of Dorfet* 
Groom of the King's Bedchamber. X^ia gentleman is now* 
or very lately was, foliating a Peerage. 

Edward Bagot, Efq; grandfather to Sir William Baget,* 
Bart. Member for the County of Stafford. 

Sir Robert Davers, Knt. was grandfather to Sir Charley 
Pavers, Bart, one of the members for the borough of Wey- 
mouth. Sir Charles was chofe on the intereft of adminiftra- 
tion ; but, I think, he is now one of the Minority. 

Henry St. John, Efq; was the famous Lord Vifcount Bo- 
lingbroke, who died in 1751* His real character is ftrongly 
marked by bis own pen, in his celebrated letter to Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham. The prefent Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke is 
his nepheW. 

The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Bulktey, was Richard the 
third Lord, who died in 1704. {lis great grandfon now is, 
or lately was, in Weftminfter School. 

The Right Hon. Thomas Manfel, of Morgara, E(q; was, 
on the change of the Miniftry, in the year 17 10, made one 
of the Commiflioners of the Treafury ; and in 1711 was one 
of the twejvc new-made Peers, commonly called Queen 
Anne's Jury, by the title of Baron Manfel, of Margam ia 
the county of Glamorgan. The title is extinft, but there is 
I Baronet or two of the fame family extfting. 

Sir Thomas Meers, Knt. and Robert Byerley, Efq; werfc 
•both the pensioners of Charles the Second. They lived to a 
great age; 

It may be obferved, that I have pafied over more names ih 
the fecojid lift than I did in the fir ft j the reaibn is, a very 
great number of the families in the fecond lift are either ex- 
tinct, or funk into deserved obfeurity j befides, I have had a 
particular refpeft to thofe who are now in office. Among th» 
defcendants of the fecond lift we have now a Firft Lord of the 
Treafury, who is alfo Chancellor and Under Treafurer of 
the Exchequer, and one Lord Commiflioner of the Trea- 
fury, a Secretary of State, an Ambaffador Extraordinary to 
France, a Mailer of the King's Houfhold, two Lords of the 
King's Bedchamber, and three Grooms of the Chamber, in 
all they amount to 20 \ thefe are the gentlemen who -are 
chiefly confided in, and forne.of them are among thofe who 
are called the King's Friends. They are poffeffed of the moft 
lucrative and mbft honourable departments of government. 
Wherein their merit confifts is very difficult to find, uniefs 
it be in purfuing meafures exactly the reverfe of thofe which 
brought the prefent family to the throne. It was lately ob- 
served 
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£rved by Lord C— ~ -ro^tbat fomc families bare an hereditary 
right to the fmiles of the prefent Royal Houfe; and the ob- 
fervation is certainly juft. But they do not enjoy that right j as 
plainly appears from the perufal of tbefe lifts, and an atten- 
tion to the chief members of the prefent administration. The 
defcendants of the firft lift, who are now in office, one or two 
excepted, are in the loweft departments, without much in* 
tereft or influence ; the higher are 1 in other hands, more agree- 
able, it feems, to feme perfons,* but, I am certain, difagree- 
able to the generality of the people of England. The partia- 
lity is fo glaring, that, for my own part, I am amazed our 
gracious Sovereign does not perceive how much he is deceived 
*n his pretended friends. If agreeable, I (hall occasionally 
fend you fome accounts of a few other perfons, who, through 
inadvertency, have been omitted by me. But I {hall now 
conclude with afluring you, and the public;, that King George 
the Third has not, in all his dominions, a more loyal fubjeft 
than J 

J Friend to the Revolution. 



Subftance of th$ great Debate on Tburfday December %tb % in a 
well known AQhmly. 

MR. S— j — t G — n made the following motion, agree- 
able to his promife in the faid room the Monday 
before. 

" That a committee of this room be appointed to enquire 
into the prefent pra&ice of the law in Weftminfter-hall, par- 
ticularly in regard to theDo&rine of Libels, and the Liberty 
©fthcPrefs." 

This motion the learned S— j— t fupported? in a very ele- 
gant fpeech of above one hour long 5 wherein he ftated the 
{>refent, with the former practice of the Courts, in refped to 
ibels ; complained of the prefent mode, in fpirited, yet re- 
fpcftful terms ; and warmly infifted, that it was the intention^ 
in all matters of criminality, that affixed the guilt of the 
publifher. He obferved, in cafes of the higheft offence, fuch 
as murder or robbery, where the intention does not appear full 
and fatisfa&orily to the Jury, the/one comes only under the 
denomination of menflaughur^ the other trtfppfs. If then, 
continues thfi learned S— j— t, in cafes of the higheft crimi- 
nal nature, the law* have fixed us a criterion how to deter- 
mine 
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" kiihe oft, how much more is it neceflary in hborditiit& 
cafes? 

He particularly mentioned^ the cafe of Mr. Almon* and 
ftrongly complained of the cruel treatment that bookfeller 
Jbad met with, whom he repeatedly faid was innocent of the 
crime laid to his charge, and who had been given up to the 
mijericordia of the Bench, by the antknt rights and privileges 
.of jurors being explained away ; and is now under an ejc- 
ceffive bail of eight hundred founds ! which operates as an ab~ 
folute interdiction to his bufinefs. He faid, Bookfellers, and 
the. Liberty of the Prefs, were in the moft precarious and 
dangerous fituation, if this mart, who was innocent of all 
intention, could be fo feverely dealt with. 

c < As for my part, concludes the S-H— t, I am for ac* 
cufing no particular perfon, nor would I wi£b to be under- 
itood .upon. this ground j much lefs am I a lover of innova- 
tion ; but I could wifli, and the critical nefs of the times 
forces this wi(h from me, that there was a line of precifion 
drawn where a Juryman may at one view comprehend his 
power. If this was once eftablifhed, the whole world would 
then know what was libellous, and what not. The Bench, 
. nor the Jury, would incur no cenfure from the voice of the 
people, and both the odium and • the punifliment would 
fall where the written letter of the law pronounced it." 

Mr. Alderman Ol-v-r feconded the motion, and faid he 
was for bringing home the charges to particular perfons, and 
pledged himfelf to the Room, if this enquiry was agreed 
upon, to arraign the con^uil of L— d C— *f J-ft— ce 
M d. 

Sir J h M — w — y followed Mr. Ol-v-r, and talked 

of fecondary arraignments. He faid he had the honour of 
being a member for one of the boroughs of the county of 
Surry, and as fuch, particularly thought it his duty to fpeak 
of an affair that happened, lately there, which came before a 
learned J — ge, whofe behaviour, to the Jury was unfair and 
unconftitutional, and who ftrained every nerve of authority 
to invalidate their opinion, which at laft he effected. How- 
ever, as thefc particulars would better come on after the pre- 
fent enquiry was firft difpofed of, he referved himfelf for that 
opportunity, 

Ch — s J — k n, Efq; in oppofition to the motion, rofe 

after Sir J h, and faid, <c He was aftonifhed to find the 

gentlemen, who fupported this motion, go on fuch vague and 
uncertain grounds. The learned S— j— t (fays he) who made 

the 
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this motion, confefies he wants to arraign no particular per- 
ion ; where then is the ufe of this enquiry ? It is enquiry into 
—what ! into a matter where no charge is made out. For 
fhame ! then, Gentlemen, be more ingenuous. If you have 
any charges to make againft all, or any venerable J— gc of 
the Law, bring it home at once, and let the perfons fo ac« 
cufed have the freedom of defending themfeives. As for my 
part, I have no doubt but the learned J— -ge, traduced by the 
gentleman whofpoke fecond in the debate, will acquit him- 
lelf with that candour and reputation that is fo inseparable to 
his character." Here the honourable gentleman wound up 
his harangue, by quoting a cafe of Judge Hooker's, in Queen 
Anne's time, which he read from his place. 

S — j — t G— m's motion was alfo anfwered with much 

livelihefs, fpitit, and good feofe, by Col. O w. The 

S— j— t, it was well remarked by the Colonel, had made a 
motion to enquire into the criminal determination of our 
J — g Cs > an( * y et exculpated every one of the J— es frcim 
having given any criminal determination. The motion, there- 
fore, he faid, was idle, nugatory, and groundlefs. Or if it 
had any grounds, thofe grounds on which he laid the whole 
itrefs of his arguments, were nothing more than Common ' 
Fame. A fandy foundation, indeed. He faid he never 
would impeach any fubject of this nation in that Room upon 
fo bafe, and bafelefs a charge. For if fuch a charge was a 
fufficient caufe for an impeachment, he had in his hand a . 
printed paper, figned with the S — j— t's own name, which 
he would venture to affert and maintain,' is a moft infamous, 
feditious, and traiterous libel :#but he could not believe the 
grave Serjeant, with fo grave a face, could ever have figned 
with his own name fo infamous, fo feditious, and fo traite- 
rous a libel. He therefore would not, nay he could not with 
propriety, accufe the Serjeant of it, though comrhon fame 
had frequently reported this libel to be the performance of the 
very Serjeant himfelf. He then called, upon Mr. Serjeant to .. 
avow or difavow the printed paper in queftion j adding, at 
the fame time, that if the Serjeant did avow it, he (the Co- 
lonel) wouid pledge himfelf to the Room, that he would call 
him to a moft folemn account for fuch avowal. The Serjeant : 
madeafhort, but not a fatisfadiory reply; for he only faid, 
he would anfwer no fuch queftions. 

Mr. 'C-n-11 fpoke very ably upon Mr. Almon's cafe, and 
upon the do&rjries lately held about Juries.* ' He fpoke of that 
mafterly pamphlet, called a Letter to Mr. Almon, in matter 
of Libel ; faid he would have no man, cloathed with the robe 
of magiftracy, a politician : and was ftrongly for the enquiry. 

Vol. VIII. F He 
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He faid, tbofe who are friends to the noble J-r-*ge ought to be • 
for it, that he may. come pure out of it. They are not hia, 
friends who oppofe it; 

Mr. G— y C~ p-r faid he had that pamphlet, and an able- 
performance it was, but not without fome falsehoods.. He 
thought there was no ground for charge againft the noble 
Judge, and therefore was againft the propofed. enquiry. 

The Right Hon. G e O w coincided in opinion 

with his treafury friends, and entered into the merits of the 

trial at Surry alluded to by Sir J—— h M y<. Here he 

jJraifed the condufi: of the J—- gc, faid he fupported that cha- 
racter he always maintained, that of an honeft and able man ; 
that the cafe was a very plain cafe ; that the violence of party 
Would -have altered the criminal laws of the Jand, but for the 
fpirited, humane interpofition of the Bench ; that, as member 
for the county, and as a member of fociety, he owed him his. 
particular thanks forrefcuingan innocent man from the inevi- 
table deftru&ion, that would have otherwife overtaken him. 
He faid, that even in refpeft to the Jury on that affair, the 
'generality of the people were miilnformed, as they were not 
all agreed ; one man crying out 'in coming into the box, 
" that it was not his verdi&." 

Young Reynard followed the cry ; and with all the fuhtilty 
inherent to his fpeeies, aflced the fupporters of, the motion, 
** yhat they were about?" " You have yourfelves confeffed* 



fays he, you are no legal afiembly, that you are defoHo rynt 
de forty and you are going to arraign the venerable J— ges of 
Weftminfter-hall, and enter on a revifioa. of the laws of the 



land— who do you think will%pay any compliment to your 
authority? From your former confeffions have they a right ? 
No, they cannot (if they take you at your own words) hold 
you, or your debates, in any other light, than the idle decla- • 
mations of Yo many coffee- houfe politicians* I have heard a . 
great deal of the people, (fays he) and the cries of the people, 
but where* or how am I to find but thefe complaints ? As 
far as my enquiries have led me, thefe complaints do not 
exift ; for as long as the majority of this Room continue to . 
think otherwife, (who are the people, by being their legal 
j-eprefentatives) I (hall think with them/' 

The Hon, C— ft— e P-r-ps replied in a very, mafterly and 
. temperate manner. He ftated the danger in which the liberty : 
of the prefs was, from the do&rines laid down about Juries- 
He likewife ihewed the dangerous fituation in which every .- 
bookfeller flood, from the cruel and unfortunate cafe of* 
Mr, Almon, who was a filler only. And if there was an end . 
*"-•' -* ••■ •■ > u - ■ , - <" 4 ' •* ."• - •- of > 
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- ef book fellers, there -was an end of learning, tod the liberty of 
'..the prefs. 

Alderman T— — d, in behalf of the motion, fpoke next, 
and entered warmly into the recent abufes of the law in Weft* 
rainfter-hall, in dilating to Juries,' and explaining away 
theirju# rights and privileges. He (aid, from, the treatment 
of this motion, by the members in oppofition, they feemed to 
look upon it as frivolous $ but that for his part there' >v as no- 
thing he fo much dreaded as a corruption in the legal magiftrates, 
as the conftitution could not long furvive that sera. He then 
came more home toiiis fubjefl: ; faid he was 'afraid there was 
too great a vicinity between th£ Palace of St. James's and the 
Hall of Weftminfter ; that he had good grounds for his fears ; 
for that he was well informed, that a certain .great Jf — ge, not 
long dead, had been tampered with ; that, very much to that 
great man's honour and memory, he treated fuch offers with 
coQtenipt : and not many hours before his death, fent back 
a letter unopened, becaufe he fufpe&ed^the contents not to be 
honourable. From fuch fads (continued he) what_have we 
not to dread ? Is it not time, full time, to come at lead to an 
enquiry, and eftablifh that part of the law, which from its 
prtfent uncertainty gives that latitude to its magiftrates^ upon 
more fixed, precife, and unalterable grounds ? 

Sir G. S e fpoke, in a very able and fpirited manner, 

againft the doctrines laid down in Weftminfter-hall, relative 
to Juries ; and was for the enquiry. 

Sir G. E 1 was againft the enquiry, and quoted the cafe 

. of the King againft Franklin*- from the State Trials, in which 
the fame doctrines had been fteld. 

Mr. S — j — t G n replied, and adverted to the cafe of 

AhnoA, who had been convicted by thofe'do&rinee ; which 
he piooounced to be unconftitutional and illegal \ and faid, 
vrhea.we have loft our right of Juries, there is nothing left in 
the conftitution worth caring for. 

Mr. B— ke fpoke inimitably well. He faid the prpfecution 
of Mr. Almon was a malicious profecution. He ftated the 
manner in yvhich he had been Jelecled 9 brought firft to trial, 
&c* &c. As a friend to the noble J — ge.he was for the en- 
quiry, and he hoped all his friends would be for it. 

Mr. W rb—ne fpoke exceedingly wel Ion -the fame ftde. 

He faid Juries were the proper judges of the. whole matter in 
iffue ; thai they flood between the acculation and the ace u fed \ 
' and it is by them, and them only, that the accufed can be 
handed, up to punifhmenr. 

Mr. C— — ft faid, the profecution of Mr. Almon was par- 
ticularly oppreffive -, that, befides the exceffive bail of eight 

Fa • kwdrd 
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: bnndrtd pvundif he r had befeii informed, from very good au- 
thority, that bis law expences amounted to one hundred and 

^ forty pounds f "... 

The debate lafted till half an how paft twelve o'clock, when 

* every thing that could be faid being already exhftufted, the 
united cry of "the qucftion ! the queftion !" induced the 
Chairman to follow their advice. - The room being accord- 
ingly cleared, they divided: Agafeift the motion, 184 j For 
it, 76. Majority againft it, 108* 



: Speakers for* 
S-j-t G-n, 
Aldermart Ol-v-r, 
Sir J— h M-w— y, Bt. 
Mr. C nn-H, 

Mr. P ps, , 

E — -d B— ke, 

L— d (j — ge G — nv— e. 

Sit; G— gc S He, 

Mr. W rb-^nej 

Col. B-^-re, 
Alderman T d, 

Alderman. S ge, 

Mr. D--nn— g. 



Speakers agvin/i. 
-L— d C — -re, 
O— y C — p-r, Efq: 
Mr. J— k-^-n, 

At y G U 

S- r G 1* 

Right Hon. G. O—^w^- 

Col. O -w, 

Mr. F-rr-ft-r, 
Mr. F— zp-tr-k, 

Hon. C sF-x, 

W-lb-re E—s, Efq; 



A Copy of Judge Keelwgs Cafe, taken from the Parliament 9 ! 
journal, die Mercurh II. Decembris 1667. 

THE Houfe refumed the hearing of the reft of the report 
touching the matter of reftraints upon Juries, and that 
upon examination of divers witnefles in feveral claufes of re* 
ftraint put upcm Juries, ,by the Lord Chfef Jufttce Keeling. 

Whereupon the Committee made their refotuttons. 

Firff, That the proceedings of the Lord Chief Juftice- in 
the cafes now reported, are innovations hi trials- of men for 
their lives and liberties ; -and that he hath ufed an arbitrary 
and illegal power, which i» of dangerous confequence to the 
lives and liberties of the people of England, and tending to 
the introducing of .an -arbitrary government. 

Secondly, That in the place of judicature the Lord Chief 
^iJuftifce hath undervalued, vilified, and condemned Magna 
Charta, the great preferver of our lives, freedom, and 
property. 

In 
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In confequence of this attack made upon the proceedings of 
Lord M , his Lordfhip being Jiricken % thought 

. proper, on the Monday following^ December the ioth, to 
leave with the Clerk of the H — of L— the following 
paper, as His justification.- 
...... 

An Accurate and literal Copy of Lord Mansfi*ld'j Pape* 
left with the Clerk of the House of Lords. 

cc COPY of the unanimous Opinion of the Court of KingV 
Bench, in the cafe of the King againft Woodfall, delivered 
and read by the Lord Chief Juftice; on the 20th. of 
November, 1770. . 

Ci rT*i HIS' comes before the court upon two rules. The 
i firft obtained by the defendant to ftay the entering 
up judgment on the verdict given in this caufe. 

" The fecortd obtained by the attorney, genera!, that the 
verdict may be entered according to the legal import of the 
finding <jf the jury. • • 

" The laft rule muft, .from. the nature of it, be firft dif- 
cufied, becaufe the ground of argument upon the other cannot 
be fettled till this is difpofed of. 

" Upon this rufe it is neccfiary to report the trial, 

c * This profecution is an information againft the defendant 
for printing and publifhing a libel, in the Public Advertifcr 
figned Junius. 

4< The tenor of which is fet out with proper averments as 
to the meaning of the libel, the fubjcdt matter, and the per- 
fortsconcerningwhich and of whomitfpeaks, with innuendoes 
filling up all the.blanks and the ufual epithets. 
'* ** In fupport of the profecution they proved by Nathaniel 
Crowder, that he bought the paper produced, and twelve 
mtfrej-from CoTfield, the defendant's publifher, in the de- 
fendant's publifliing-room, the corner of Ivy-lane. • 

c< That he goes often there, has occasionally feen the 
printing-room, and has had papers in the printing* room. * 

** They read the paper produced, and the tenor agreed 
with the information. 

" George Harris, regifter of pamphlets and news-papers, 
proved,- that the defendant hirnfelf and fervants paid the duty 
for advertiferoents in the Public Advcrtifer ; that defendant 
had paid hirnfelf, and all the payments were on his account. 

' "That 
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f € That defendant has made the ufual affidavit, and has 
been allowed theftamp duty for fuch papers as were unfold/ 

4< That the duties on advertifements in the paper now in 
queftion were paid by .defendant's fervant, and. the receipt 
given oo defendant's account. ...,-. 

" William Lee, clerk to Sir John Fieldingi .proved, that 
he often carried advertifements, for the Public Adverser, t<* 
the defendant's, the corner of Ivy-lane* 

" That he generally paid ready money j that he had feert 
money paid to tire defendant for advertifements, and he had a, 
receipt from the defendant, figned by him, the 49th* of No- 
vember* for 32I. for printing advertifements. in the Public 
Advertifer. On the part of the defendant *h$y Vailed no 
witnefles. * 

c< His council objected to fome of the innuendoes, but they 
principally applied to the jury to acquit the defendant from the 
paper being innocent, or nof liable to the epitW* given it by 
the information ; or that the defendant's intent in jmblHhing, 
did not deferve the epithets in the information. 

<6 1 here was no doubt but that the evidence, if credited, 
amounted to proof, of printing and publishing \>y the de- 
fendant. ..';.' 

*' There may be cafes where {he facl; proved as a publica- 
tion, may be jufttfied or eXcufed as lawful or innocent i for 
no fa£t which is not criminal, in cafe the paper be aJib'el, 
can amount to a publication of which 4 defendant ought; to be 
found guilty, 

4< But no queftion of that kind arofe in' this caufe. 

" Therefore I directed the jury lo confjder whether all the 
innuendoes, and all the applications to matter and perfons^ made - 
by the information, were in their judgment the true meaning 
of the paper. - 

«* If they thought otherwife, they fliould acquit the defend- 
ant : but, if they agreed with the information, and Relieved 
the evidence as to the publication, they Should find fym, 
guilty. 

*< If the jury were obliged to find whether the paper was a 
libel, or whether it was a libel to fuch a degree as to deferve 
the epithets given it by the information, or to require proof of 
theexprefs intent of the defendant in printing and publifhipg, 
and of its being malicious* to fuch a degree a& to deferve the 
epithets given by the information—then this direction was 
wrong. 

" In fupportof it, I told them, as I have", from indifpen- 
lableduty, been obliged to' tell every jury,' upon every trial of 
this Kind* to the following effect. 

« That 
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_f* That whether tnC P a P er (meaning as allcdgcd by the in- 
formation) was in law a libel, was a queftion otlaw upon the 
face of the record; for, after conviction^ a defendant may 
move in arreft of judgment, if the paper is not a libel. 
_ «« That all the epithets in the information were formal in- 
ferences of law from the printing and publiflhing. 

ct That no proof of exprefs malice was ever required, ani 
is in moft cafes impoffible to be given. 

c< That the verdict finds only what the law infers from 
fa£t : therefore, after conviction, a defendant may, by affi- 
davits, leffen the degree of his guilt. * 

c< That where an act, in itfelf indifferent, if done with a 
particular intent, becomes criminal, there the intent muft be 
proved and found : but where the act is in itfelf unlawful, as 
in this cafe, the proof of juftification, or excufe, lies on the 
defendant, and m failure thereof, the law implies a criminal 
intent. 

" The jury ftaid out a great while, many hours; at laft 
they came to my houfe ; (the objection of its being out of the 
county being cured by confent.) In anfwer to the ufual ques- 
tion put by the officer, the foreman gave their verdict in thefc 
words; . . . 

" GrUiLTY of printing and publijhing only. Nothing more 
pafted. 

' " The officer has entered up the verdict literally, without 
fo much as adding the ufual words of reference, to connect 
the verdict with the matter tor which it is related* 

* " Upon this the two rules I have ftated were moved for. 

' " Upon that obtained by the attorney-general, the affida- 
vit of a juror was offered by the counfel for the defendant. 

" But we are allof opinion that it cannot be received. 

*' Where there is a doubt upon the judge's report, as to* 
what piaffed at the time of bringing rh the verdict, there the 
affidavits of jurors or by-ftanders may be received, upon a 
motion for a new trial, or to rectify a miftake in the minutes* 

** But the affidavit of a juror never can be read as to what 
he then thought or intended. 

1 " This motion confifts of two parts : firft, to fill up the 
formal words of reference; fecond, to omit the word only. 

« We are all of opinion, that the firft is a technical 
piriiffioh of the clerk, and ought to be fet right. 
! " As to the fecond, that the Word only muft ftand jji the 
yerdict. A ' • - 

• < c There is* no ground (from any thing which paflcd) to 
explain the fehfe qf the jury, fo as that the officer ought to - 
fcave entered a general verdict. 
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<c No argument can be urged for omitting the word only, 
which does not prove that it cah have no effect, though in-' 
ferted ; and therefore it is a queftion of law upon the face of 
the verdiS. 

4< The defendant's motion muft be confidered upon the 
ground of the word only {landing ; was it omitted, there 
could be no doubt. 

«' Guilty of printing and publifhing, where there is no' 
other charge, is guilty j for nothing more is to be found by 
the jury. • 

" In the cafe of the King againft Williams, the jury 
found the defendant guilty of printing and publifhing the. 
North-Briton, No 45 ; the clerk entered it up guilty, and' 
»o objection ever was made. 

« Where there are more charges than one, guilty of fome 
only is an acquittal as to the reft. 

«* But in this information there is no charge, except for 
printing and publifhing. 

'* Clearly there, can be no judgment of acquittal ; becaufe 
the fad found by the jury, is the very crime they were to 

*« The only queftion is, Whether, by any poffibility, the 
word only can. have a meaning which would affedt or con- 
nadi£b the verdi£L • f 

"" That the law, as to the fubje& matter of the verdi&, is as 
I have-ftated, has been fo often unanimoufly agreed by the 
whole court, upon every report I have made of a trial for a 
libel, that it would be improper to make it a queftion now in 
this place. 

" Among thofe who have concurred, the bar will recoiled 
the dead, and the living not now here. 

" And we all again declare our opinion, that the dire£lioa 
is right and according to law% 

" This dire&ion, though often given, (with an exprefs 
requeft from me, that if there was the ldaft doubt, they would • 
move the court) has never been complained of in court j and - 
jtti if it was wrong, a new trial would be of courfe. 

" // is not now. complained of. " 

" Taking then the law to be according to this dire&ion, * 
the queftion is, Whether any meaning can b£ put ujpoh the 
word only, as it ftands upon the record', which will affect 
or contradift the verdicl.' 

" If they meant to fay, th*t they did not find it* li^el, or 
did not find the epithets, or did not find any exprefs malicious 
intent, it would not affe& the verdift \ becauTe nonf gf thefe 
things were to be proved <>r found either way* * ' " 

*' - •;•■ ■••" .■;••.-'■ Mir: 
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c * If, by only, they meant to fay that they did not find the 
meaiH?>g put upon the paper .by - the , informal, th«y fhpold 
have acquitted him, .-■".. k l 

** If they had expreffed this to be their meaning, the verd!& 
wou4d have been inconiUieiit,and:repugnanX; . for &hey ought 
not to find.. th£ defendant .gujlty, unlefs tbey.fjnd the meaning 
put upon thfe paper in the information j.^nd judgment Qf ac- 
quittal oughc to have been entered jup\ 

M If they had expreffed their meaning in any of the other 
ways, thfc verdi& would hot have been.aff<e£Ud, ; and Judgment 
ougfc* to be entered up$n it.' - , .' :..,. 

4C It is impoflible to fay with certainty what the jury really 
did mean ; probably they had different, meptyngi* 

M -If they tidritd poflibl f mean that, wj^oh is expreiTed would 
acquit the defendant, hi ought not to be con^JucjeOy Jt^iis* 
verdi£l.' • "'•':. .."J \* L . ! . i. .,' ;'. 7 ...,'. fc 
. . -♦*«. J t i s poffible (<*ne of them might njean not to find.^he 
whole fen fe and explanation put upon the paper by theinnuen- 
<fctes : -irf d>£ Information; ......... 

" If a doubt arifes-frbman ambiguous and unufual word in 
the Verdie^ the court <*ught to lean in. favour. ,of ,s* Venire dt 

NoVOi •*'■'■ -'.-:•-.. . . ~"\. 

** We are under th* lefs difficulty* becaufe, in favour* of 
a defendant/ though the verdict be ful|> the court may gr?nt 
* AeWtKal: / . .. t 

** And we arfc all *f opinion, upon the whole of the cafe* 
tbat theft? fhould be a itew trial." . ,. . 

0h Wednefday the 12th* Lord Cammk having read 
fcord-'&Can&field's opinion, which was ltfi with the^ clprk of 
tfite TioufeV defiled to sJk Lord Mansfield fome questions on 
• account YiFthc.oBfccURlTY and AJWBiouitY of fome parts bF 
the opinion, on which Lord Camden.faid* depended in his 
tnind the neceffity of a farther inquiry as to that queftion. 

-Tk^ixMj'&sfrrEiiD declared he would h$t snfvvcr inter- 
feoGAToRlES^and. intrenched himfelf in the paper, which, 
he faid, contained, all he ever thought concerning libels. 

Loftfc CHATHAM faid, if Lord Mansfield dominoed peremp- 
tprilytq nifufe .anfwering aijv dpubt on his own pape;, the 
.vn&g6itytt$inteniwdi t and the n^n,her .q?^ common i- 
catmg it,na dark. coHtriyaiic^ to (belter hi pi (iff 1 ,' ' to "take "the 
Houfe of Lords by ftupfize, to take the kingdom %y furprifce^ 
and to fap the power of Juries : fpea&ng of libqls, Lord 
Chrfthahr, :amon^ft other. tMngs, faid emphatically, that no 
man cduld , libel the jCyig. 

- JLoj^i.MAwsFiBtD repeatedly refufed to utter the l^aft 
word, or the leaft explanation of the paper; hut took occa~ 
. VoKVIII. G . V -fion, 

r 
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• fion, er rather made occafion, to introduce .by head and 
flioulders, an eulogium of the Trial by Jtay* 

Lord Camden congratulated the 'Houfe on the event* and 
wifhed a certain note to be burned, which bad , he believed, 

• crept even into the law* books j at leaft, he faid, it had been 
' pleaded before him in the Common-Pleas by a learned 

Serjeant, who infilled that it was Lord Mansfield's declared 

• opinion that « the trial by Jury was the worft ever invented ; 

- that it might indeed have done in feudal times, but would be 
now intolerable, were it not for the power of Judges t<* grant 
new trials* 

Lord. Man&ibld made no reply to this. 
Lord Camden pledged himfelf to take this matter up after 
'• the holidays. 

Lord (Chatham concluded by faying— No matter what 
King, no matter what family on the throne, Juries muft never 

- be parted from. 

The Duke ^Grafton made a fpeecb, which his Grace 
intended as a juftification of Lord Mansfield. 
• - He was anfwered by Lord^hblburne, who concluded 
with faying, that " it was not fo much the concern of an 
honeft Statefman, how many^ as how fecure s hew happy are the 
fubje&s j that all other eonfideratiofts ought to give way to 
-conftitutional, important points, like theft ; that' in other 
queftions, we may fay with Caefar, th*t we fight for glory ; 
but in thefe for life : and that therefore he pledged himfelf, 
his life and fortune* to fee this queftion of Juries fettled. 

The debate finished with Lord Camden's Queftions .being 
left with the Clerk of the Houfe of Lords, in the fame manner 
as Lord Mansfield's Paper was ; where they remain to keep 
the holidays together. * 

An accurate and literal Copy of Lord Camden** Queftions left 
tvith the Clerk of the Houfe of Lords. 

QUESTIONS. 

i ft. Does the opinion mean to declare that the Jury upon 
the general iflue of Not Guilty, in the cafe of a Seditious 
Libel, have no right by Law to examine the innocence or 
criminality of the Paper, if they think fit, and to form their 
verdift upon fuch examination at thfcir Peril ?' 

2dly. Does the Opinion mean to declare that in the cafe 
abovementioned, when the Jury has delivered in their verdi<& 
Guilty— That this verdift has found the Fa& only, and not 
the Law I 
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3<Ily. Is it to be undcrftbod from this Opinion, that if the 
Jury coitie to the Bar and fay, that they find the Printing and ., 
Publiihing, but that the Paper is no Libel, that in that cafe 
the Jury has found the Defendant Guilty generally, and the 
verdi& muft be fo entered up ? 

4thly. Whether the Opinion means to fay, That if the 
Judge after giving his Opinion of the Criminality or Inno- 
cence of the Paper leaves the confederation of that together 
with the Printing and Publishing to the Jury, fuch a 
dire&ion would be contrary to law ? 

5thly.. Whether the dead or the living Judges alluded to in 
this Opinion, did declare fuch Opinion in open Court, and 
whether the noble Lord has any note of that Opinion ? 

6thly. Whether fuch Opinions were declared upon folemn , 
argument, or upon any point then judicially before them i 



For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

Remarks cfa very great and noble Lawyer ', en the late Decijnn tf T 
the Cafe of the King againjl Woodfall. 

THE folemnity with which the late opinion is cloathed 
by being called a judgement of the court of King's* ' 
Bench, made me defirous of knowing bow it became fo, and ' 
who gave it that name. A friend told me that it was owing 
to Lord Mansfield, and afked me whether I did not retolledt ' 
the court condemning general warrants, without having any 
matter before them wnereby they neceflarily became an objett 
of confederation : that was a precedent for this. There were ' 
two motions made to the court in confequence of the verdi& 
in the King againjl Woodfall^ the one was <c to ftay the enter-* 
*• ing up of judgment on the verdi6t," and the other " that 
" the verdi& might be entered according to the legal import 
** of the finding of the jury." On the, latter motion the 
counfel were encouraged to go into what pafTed at the trial, 
1 *nd the chief juftice declared it was neceilary to report the 
whole. 

Now thefe things pafs my underftanding. Becaufe nothing 
can be,xequifite for. the court to determine fuch motion, but 
the charge, the plea, and the finding of the jury. It was 
known and is allowed to be clear law that the verdid muft be 
entered in the words it was delivered, and " no affidavit of a 
"juror can be read &s to what he then thought or intendod: * 
** There is ho ground from any thing which pafled to-explain 
•/"■' G x ' " the 
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«« tne fenfe of the jury," The words after being received molt 
xfpeak for themfelves. <c And therefore it is a queftlon of law 
46 upon the face of the verdift." The report of the evident, 
the arguments of counfel,, or directions of the j*dge, cannot 
be of arty ufe. No fuch collateral matter ought to be admitted- ■ 
The court cannot travel out of the record inqueftof fomething 
to ground their ppinion upon : They muft confine themfelves 
to f hfc very tirords of the finding, apply them to the information 
and plea, and then, fee what will be their effe£h Every thing 
elfe is matter dehors, and can only tend to miflead and to give 
a wrong bias; 

Such report therefore was urineceflary and impertinent, the 
legality of the judge's dire&ions was not in judgment before 
the court,' and they could not give any .opinion thereon with- 
out doing what was extrajudicial and irregular; and con fe- 
quently this determination was a raffi and a Voluntary^, and 
can carry, no; legri authority whatever with it. Did not wc 
know that Lord Mansfield's pra&ice* needs" no Yupporf, one 
Wpuld be tempted to fuppofe that thefe dire&iqns ^were 6rft 
(lid in upon ^he court for the Hike of procuring their Sane-; - 
tion, and afterwards into a fuperor judicature for the like 
eftd.: . Buftjiat cannot be^. for it is fa$..that, c * the lawas 
, **. there dated has been' fo often unahimobfly agreqd; by the 
*• whpi? court, upon every, report mack by Lord !vjahsfie)d 
H of a tria) for a libel^ that it woujd be improper to/irfake' it 
*< a.qup.^ton now. . And that among' thofe that Concurred, 
** tl>e bar may jrecolleft the dead" and the living not ^prefent." 
Now, upder thefe circumftances I fhould be glad to' know in 
wJjai.One. c*fe this ever happened. ,'•■'.'" 

_ .N^thing-but at motion for a t\tvf trial, upon the ground of 
mifdire&ions to the. jury,, could bring the. matter before the 
Qpurt. l?et.MS : enguire then in what one caiife this Hath ta- 
Igen place within, the Ja(t. fourteen years, Ffprh the exprefli- 
on.I fuppofe it muft.,bjive. fallen out.ygrg frequently 3 and my 
•j)on*attendance at th$ ta/ has b^en, th^ pccafion pf rib inftahcq 
coming to my knowledge ? The .difcourjfe among thelbrdther- 
Jiood at their compotat ions is fo totally extrajudicial arid To 
incapable, of being afceruined that this cannot be what is, 

Ipeajlt. : , .... .. ., .,.. .:. '. v# .' -.. : - .-';."- ;* • ; V :•• 

, Bui if what was ruled in thzj&ngtiaijfl Woodfall^ Me in- 
tended, as J conceive it is t for a complete edde of the lawln 
lihel^ I am fqrprized to leaden die wws\papei:Sj,^hat the no-, 
fete peafier^ath declined anfwering fonie plain queftiohs put 
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great world as .complete, the intimation ! df a Joutt aVodt it* 
meaning efpecially from a peer of the fame pfofc&oxl, fhould 
have produced ah immediate explanation. But that is refu- 
fed* and the opinion is to remain a dark-lanthorn for political 
application hereafter. It was aflferted in another place, that 
the noble judge avbwtd to every body his adjudication, ahd 
wifhed for nothing more than an opportunity of fully decla- 
ring it, for the £ke of •certainty in fo agitated a! queftion. 
Allthi^ only ferves^to (hew the man! For an explicitrefolu- 
tioo of the queries muft and will cofne, after fix weeks' bidre 
confutation^ and one or two farther intermediate, anibiguous 
Anfwers, . 

. To^ecapitulate for a mbment. Scroggs* our Prototype, in 
.167$ talks of. law arid faft in libfcl, the one for the jury and 
the other .for thecourt, but fums up both to the jurors. Be r 
ing ; grown ftbuter. inioSo, hfc tells them they have riotfiing 
to. <jo with the law. and riaatt be bound by thfc court's direc- 
tions- with, relpe& to it ; neverthelefs he ftates to them fliort- 
ly, the nature -of the libel, and dots not keep it ab'folutely ♦ 
from theni. * •<» ■ «■ . 

. .The Jioufe of cdmmons falf Upon his Lordfhip, (whom , 
Burne; re*prefex>fs'as a ptaufible fpeaker, an indifferent Lawyer, 
aiid a man of. no principles) and we hear no more of him. Pem- 
beirton, hisfucceflbf, proftffedly fubmits both'law and faft to 
the inqueft." JeiFeries who was put into his place, re-declares 
tlie! law to be the province of the court alone, but neverthe- 
. j^fs lays l?oth that and. the fa& fully before the jury. Lord . 
Chief Juftice Wright a&s like l>embcrton. Thus flood the 
matter under the Stuarts. The revolution. takes plate, ahd 
Holt for twenty y6ars treads in the fteps of Pemperton and 
Wright. However, it feems that Raymond, who had been 
fgijcitbV-general to Queen Anne's Jacobit* admihiftration, 
when he became chief juftice, renewed, in 1731, the pofi- 
tions of Scroggs, by telling the jury, they had nothing to da 
witfrthe.iibelloufnefs of the paper, and in the King againft 
fjankiin (prmter jof the Craftfmari] only fummed up the 
evidence of the publication and of the interpretation of 
garticulaf - wof^s, c6mfnonty galled {He, innuendoes. ..But 
it . isT pbiervable . that the attorney*general of the time, 
Sir rPhifip vYorke, although fie after ted, libel ot not 
to be ajegal confideration, yet Went at large into fea- 
fohs to fatisfy the jury that the paper in queflfion was 
really a libel; .and this conduft of his, under fuch a 
judge', is a convincing proof of his own opinion, and the 
yhoie bttghtf undit the dire&idn and infifu&ion of the court, 
fcga to the jury. .Let -for fixteen years conduced hlmftlf, 
1 ;/ ,..- . y . : . ' ,, ,.;.._. without 
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without reproach, like Pemberton, Wright, Holt, and 
Hardwicke. Then comes Lord Mansfield, who unites the 
principles of Jpfferies, with the practice of Scroggs, and the 
Conduct of Raymond, and, after fourteen years, procurer 
h>£ whole court to fanctify this conduct, and even to go one 
Hep farther, and to declare, that if a jury £nd the fact of pub- \ 
lieatiqn, and the innuendoes, but lay the defendant is not 
guilty as to the libel and criminal intent, fuch latter finding 
will be of no effect, and a general verdict of Guilty muft be 
entered, for a jury cannot, if they will, take upon them to 
judge of the law and the fact. This adjudication makes a 
noiie, 'and the public grow alarmed. His friends fay he has 
only trod in the fteps of his predeceffors, the doctrine has been 
invariable, arid my Lord Raymond, in the K. and Frankin^ is 
in authority in point. This fingte inftance of one judge, at 
NifiPrius, with-holding the determination of the criminality 
of the paper from being enquired into, is at once erected into 
a fplemn judgment in point, and called the uniform ufage of 
judges j and then the noble lord, finking altogether the other 
Bovelty of declaring that c a finding of Not Guilty upon the 
* libel would fignify nothing,* cries out * Quidfaci, ubi lap- 
*fus!* at molt, c Error communis facitjus!* His friends 
triumph, and he confidently brings forth the fum of his* doc- 
trine, faying, ' Confcia mens recti j non civium ardor prava 
Jubentium mentem quatit fol dam/ His fummary, however, ' 
of libel law being couched in ambiguous terms, and hypothe- 
tical pofitions j his Lordfhip is defired to fay explicitly what 
be means, he grows indignant and contemptuous, refufesand 
protefts againft any compulfory Examination upon Interro- 
gatories, though framed by a lawyer, and profefled to be for 
his own exculpation, as in injury to the Liberty and freedom 
of a Peer. And here we all are at prefent, in am az ement, un«». 
certainty, and confufion. Nothing more therefore can be 
(aid upon this head. 

'P. A;' 



POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

•^VN Saturday the 20th of October there app«artfd in the 
V^/ London Gazette a promotion by his majefty of fix 
captains to the rank of admirals ; by which promotion fevea 
very worthy officers, their feniors, vt?ere fuperfeded, to the 
great furprife of every .perfon acquainted with the navy. 
On the Saturday following the feven captajns fo fuperfeded' 
were likewifc promoted tq.be admirals^ and their rank and 

-■•••*-'"' pre-- 
. ■ . • t\ • 
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precedency relftdred • to- them. T-hfs fecorid promotion was 
Hill more fur pttfirijg than the firft* Col. Barne 7 iti the, hoiifc 
of commons^ frequently called upon lord North to account 
for this ftrange proceeding, becaufe, he fa id, one of the two 
ftcps mtift be Wrong j if the feven deferved to be fuperfeded* 
they ought not to rmve been reftdfed ; if, on the other band, 
they deferved the rank they had riow obtained,' it was un- 
grateful and fcandalous to put fuch a flight upon their fer- 
Ttces, and fuch a ftigma on theircharafljers, as had been done 
by fuperifeding them. Lord North being putbed pretty hard 
one day -on this fubjeft, anfwef-ed fretfully, that it was not 
in Ms department; that he would 'neither avow the meafurc 
nor difavow it j that if gentlemen panted to know wh« had 
advifed his majefty to a£t fo, they ought to afk the firftJord 
of the admiralty, in whofe department it was- 

When th«~ was (Widtyr lord North, it was generally' <m- 
•derftood that Sir Edward HawkeV infirmities, and attention 
to other buiaefs, would prevent his being at' the houfe of 
commons this wirjter. However, when the augmentation of 
die navy Was rrioved fory Sir Edward Hawke was, in the 
houfe. Colonel Barre took the opportunity to apply., to Sir 
Edward for thefbtutiotfoftfeismyftery of a double promotion. 
Sir Edward Hawke declared, that though in his department, 
It was not done 4 by his advice j he faid, he! would .tell the 
houfe all he knew <Spflterning it<-~ u I was. dire&ed' to ky 
before his majefty a Jift of the officers of. the navy down to 
Jord H*«re4nG^ufrve, , which I did according to their feniority, 
diftinguiihing the length of fervice, and the particular cha- 
racter and fervtces of -each. His majefty immediately gave - 
•me a ready-written lift of fix, whom he.faid he had chofca 
to promote to the rank of admiral* I entreated his. gracious 
,permiffion to rtprefent to him that this promotion fuperfeded 
feven fenior officers, diftingutfhed for their chara&er, and 
eminent for their fervjees. His majefty replied, that he chofe 
only thofe fix. I then requefted his gracious majefty, that 
the feven fuperfeded officers might be permitted to lay me- 
morial* of their Services before him. This his majefty moft 
gracioufljr permitted^ L had afterwards orders to caufe the 
names of the feven fuperfeded officers alfo to be inferred in 
the Gazette." Colonel Barr£ took occafion from this hiftery 
toobferve, that it was the fame cafe in the admiralty as_ in 
every other part of government \ that there was a certain 
iufy devil that jhruftits head into every department^ afod did 
the bufinefs for every officer of 'ftate ; that we have a nomi- 
nal mmifter,' nominal fecretaries of ftate, nominal privy- 
council i men whole names are only uifed for refponfibility ; 

that 
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that.fo .a dcjpicahle Jwfo, who form the ifttcf i#r. cabufct* 
may,. at the ritque of j^thpts, work ixufeWpf ia;^ar^fs apd v 
fecarity. 

.St.tJamiisy.Dec. 4. The following addrefs of the Jqg-d 
>jriayor^.lheriffii, commons, and citizens of .the city of Dujy- 

,lin> having been tf an£taittcd by his excellency t.h,e lord lieu- 
tenant o£ Ireland tolord.vifcount Weymouth, ;one of his n*a* 

- jelly's principal fectetariea p£ flats, h*s by. him ^n^refcnted 
to the king; which addrefs, his majefiy WW plw/ed to receive 
very gra^ioully fc • • 

. To *e JCing'3 Moft.Exc^Ue^ kajefty. 

. The humble addrefs of. the lord mayor, fhfsfiffs, corfijmppsj 
• and ckizensvof the city .of Dublin, in CpinpiQa council ^f- 
^iembled, ." '.''•*' tSt ' ' 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, "'..'■> 

.. WE your majeftyfs melt dutiful, toy*),. W)4 %fi5?ftipfiate 

fubje&B, the lord-mayor, c Qieriffs, commons,. 9o4. <ftti$tnsr,of 

your faithful city of I>ubhn, in cotoo^on ( cpuj^U affe^bW^ 

.beg leave humbly to, approach ypur wye#y with thejq&pft 

' fmcere ^ffurance of our ftcady attachment . jto your m*j*fty's 
iihiftrjous perfon and fapaily, .and oux ardent. w^iihes that your 
reign over His may be long,, and . W tWOfee^dantly .4uttn~ 
guiihed, as your virtues. • - • T ~ ' ' T i 

Emboldened by <our experience pf thaj attention which yfluf 
majeftV affords to every part, of your Albjefts, > permit usv Jtfoft 
gracious. Sir, to represent, at the foot .pf jrOur: throne, that 
fromfome defers in the prefentlUw* relative to core, ifloUr, 
and other neceffarfcs of 4ife, in tfce l*w$^e#mg the police of 
this city, and from thc.expiratipn of /eyeril ieoiporftry t fta- 
tutes, a, flotation in. which wq moft humbly conceive we .can 
only .be relieved by^ die meeting of parliament* your futhf ul 
fubje$s of this metropolis experience, many arid great difficul- 
ties, and apprehend yet greater. 

Pardon, moft grackros fovereign, that we.prefume further 
to fubmit to your parental gpodrtefs* jthajt certain public 
works, neceffary to the. commerce of this. city ^ which waere 
begun jirtd promoted by national bounty, jmuftb^ indebted to* 
the fame bounty for their completion - % aod thatjohr fubjgfts 
of this metropolis, who^by large importations o( themasu* 

. futures 'of Great Britain,, have provided for their dbmeftic 
confumption, whieh in everv alternate year encreafes in pro- 
portion to the number afTembled for. national bufinefs, do al- 
ready feel a decay of their trade and. credit, and even from a 
temporary decreafe of inhabitants. 

(jratetul for the many bleffings, derived to us from your 
nuge&y'f parental affection, and .con&ioua that, relieving the 
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Wants of your people fucceeds to the knowledge of them, we 
prefume to obtrude our cares upon your majefty's more weighty 
concerns ; and humbly befeech your majefty to $ake thefe-our 
circumftances into your royal confideratiqn, and to grant us 
fucb relief as 'your majefty in your royal wifdom (hall think 
fit. 

In teftimony whereof we have caufed the common feal 
of the faid city to be hereunto affixed, this twenty* 
ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy. 

Whitehall^ Dec. 19. The king, on the refignation of the 
right hon. lord vifcount Weymouth, has been pleafed to de- 
liver the feals of the fouthcrn department to the right hon. 
the earl of Rochford, and to appoint the right hon. the earl 
of Sandwich principal fecretary of ftate for the northern. 
At the Court at the Queerj's Houfe, the 19th day of Decern* 
bcr, # i77o. 
PRESENT, 
The King's Moft Excellent Majefty in Council: . 

His majefty having been pleefed to appoint the right hon. 
John earl of Sandwich, to be one of his majefty's principal 
Secretaries of ftate, his lordfliip was this day, by his majefty's 
command, fworn one of his majefty's principal Secretaries of 
ftate. '•',''••."... • • 1 * 

This day the right hon. Henry. Frederick Thynne, £{qi 
was, by h'$ majefty's command, (worn of his majefty's moft 
honourable privy council,, and took his place at the board 
accordingly. •. , 

Whitehall, Dec* 22. The king has been pleafed, to 
grant unto the righr hon. lord Le 6efpenfer, and to the right 
hon. Henry Frederick Thynne, Efqj the office of poft-mafter 
general. ' 

From the London Evenifg Pojf, Dec. 29, 1770. 

It is confirmed that the French king has difmiffed his qii- 
xiifter, M. de Choifeuil. .For the prefent ChoifeuilJs ba- 
il iflied to his eftate at Chantilly ; but he will fpeedily be or- 
dered to remove to a place of greater diftance from the court* 
—This meafure cannot fail giving great fpirits to the French 
nation, as Choifeuil and his party, were as much detejfed in 
France, as the Carlton-ftoufe Junto is, at this moment in 
England— Would to God .our king would banifli the Faction 
about him to their Chateaux in the north. 

The French; king (at/thp inftance of Madam Barre) has 
raifed to power the party of the. prince de Soubize. And th$ 
Due d'Aiguillon. is now- made prime minifter of France, in 
the room of M.de Choifeuil. " . , 

Vol. VIII. * H AN 
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OP 
Political Works. 

Thoughts Engtijh and irijh* on the Penjkn Lijirf Inland. 8vo. 
is. 6d. Kearfly. 

THIS curious and inftru&ive pamphlet Was published 
in November laft ; but the extraordinary length of Ju- 
tnush letter to Lord Mansfield, and trf the debates at the 
opening of the prefect feflion of parliament, prevented but, 
enquiry into its merits or demerits in the courfe of the fol-» 
lowing month. Our readers however will not have any rea- 
fon to complain of this neceSkry delay for we have thereby 
bad an opportunity of collecting the fenfe of the publie on 
this performance, which we find has been very favourably 
received. The penfion lift of Ireland has often been the fub- 
je& of political aoimadverfion, but the pointing out with a 
degree of accuracy andpfcecifion, the abfordrty , injtrftice and 
oppreffion of this annual burthen laid on bur filler kingdom 
Was referved for the pen of our author. 

He melt joftly obferve* that there are ftveral points of view 
wherein this penfion-lift may be con fide red, in every fingte 
One of which it muft afford ample fcope for very ferious fpe- 
culation. Whether We regard the fum total***the accumu- 
lated burden— Whether we took into its drftribution, and tfcte 
apppintment of itsparts— Whether we confider the numbers 
Of this army of pensioners, as a band of court minions, ever 
tanged on the fide of the mirtifter of due day— Or, whether 
We cendefcend to analyfi? the minifterial region, to feareh itt- 
to the merits of each individual re(pe£tively who perfonally 
contribute? to compofe the corps, and endeavour With the 
ftarpeft ejre of the moft penetrating tenacity to difcovef on 
what Services, whether a&ually perfdrtned, or even barely 
attempted, he founds his claim to a fupport from the king- 
dom of Ireland— In fine, whether we view this heterogenous 
catalogue of Englifli, Dutch, French, German, Scotch and 
Irifh names, with thefeveral fums thereuftto annexed, as im- 
mediately oppreffive in an extreme degree to our fitter nation, 
or as eventually deftru&ive to our own rights and liberties, 
we^ (hall find it a mill-fane about the neck of either country, 
which, if not caft off in time, will fink us both in the fea. 
Irr difcuflino; the feveral points of enquiry here propofed, the 
writer proceeds with becoming freedbm, but at the fame time 
(hews the true fpirit of moderation. He approves the genteel 

appointment 
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appointaeitfs Cor fom/e branches of the royal family— th/r 
psnfipns granted . as rewards for great national fervices-*- 
* 4 Long live the braye Bfcwke," fays this generous writer, 
** to enjoy the fruits of his vi&ories !" But be feems greatly 
(unprized, and fomuft every feniible perfon, at the farce that 
has been a£ted in the nan?e of George Charles-*-whofe riame 
it feems is Eoglifl* for Count Viri the late Sardinian miniftev 
firho fo, kindly mediated the late falutary peace. Onjb thou* 
sakp f>er annum for thirty; one years is bis Excellency's re*. 
w^d^-Query, whether his peace will laft to fee out half his 
falary I With t&s qiu;rv wbich is of a very ddicate. n#ur# 
9* this timfo we v^ill qlqfe our account of the pamphlet, 
which merits the patronage of the friends of Ireland whether 
refi4u\g in tha* country or Qrcat Britain. 

G*9$daoti*** tnthfi Potiq* Commerce and &*c$unfl&m rf thf 
Kingdom. 8vo. 4s. Almon. 

IN snage of general dtffipation, \yhenKttleelfe is attended 
to from the preft, but works of merer •arrfufcment, every 
performance whith, offtrs material- infQrmaticfn to the nation 
in general oh points of real importance* rrmft deferve the 
thanks of the judicious few, who fee the heceffitv of check- 
ing the progreft of that fpirit of frivolity and indolence whicft 
yre have imported from the continent fince the late peace. 

The Confidfcrations on the trade, commerce and circum- 
ftarices qf the kingdom, are profeflfedly written to refute the 
mifreprefentatipns of thpfe who from interefted or malevolent 
views have given the public a wrong idea of the prefect ftate 
of this kingdom, and the author very jufHv obferves, that - 
matters which concern all men ftipula, in books, be fo ex- 
plained; as by ?H to be comprehended — That the mere ele- 
ments of • national policy may be little known by many 
readers of fenfe, who have not been in fituations to acquire 
pertain, knpwledge from pra&ice, information, or ftudy-r- 
Trjat the fcientific patrt of commerce may be ftill lefs eerier- 
ally underftood, arjd yet in its nature is of the higheft frit* 
port^nce to all, in their national, and to many in their prac- 
tical and oricrar capacities On this ground therefore he 
builds the plan of his - work, his ftile and manner of treating 
)iis fubje&s is fimple, cbar, and nervqus; and it would be 
well for the people of this country, if their reprefentatives 
would fit.do.wJi to ftudy fuch hookas thpfe, that t^ey might 
be enabled to judge of the rltnefs of the meafures propofedin 
parliament by the miniftry ind Supported " by, thei* frifends 
which affeft the commercial interests of their country. If 
ths elements of commerce and finances were as well known 
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by pur members of parliament as the art of canvaffing at* 
ele&ions we (hould not have caufe to lament that the com- 
merce of this country and its colonies has been often impeded 
by abfurd regulations and onerous taxes which ftrike at the 
very root of all commercial principles, and are only the re- 
fult of arbitrary difpofitions, or of abfolute ignorance. * 

The firft melancholy information we gain from the work 
before us ; and which ought to alarm all noneft men who are 
concerned in the adminiftration of our public affairs, or as 
guardians for the common weal, that the nation is evident- 
ly in a declining ftate owing to three caufes which if they are 
, not removed, muft, in every kingdom, produce the moft fa- 
tkl effedts. The diminution of population ; the decreafe of 
its commerce in exported manufactures ; and the accumulated 
weight of its burthens by debt and taxation. Commerce, he 
cdrifiders, as the only fare and lading fotfrce of ' wealth and 
population, consequently if he can prove that bur internal 
trade and foreign , commerce is daily on the decline, no more 
need be urged, to ihew that fome where or other wilful mi£- 
management prevails through corruption, or the grpffeft er- 
rors in politics through ignorance. The latter we believe to 
\>e moji generally the cafe, owing (o a defeft in the education 
pf fuch young gentlemen as have a profpe&, from their rank 
in life, of being called to the fervice of their country in the 
fena^e or the cabinet, for though this is a maritime, trading 
itate, yet commerce and the principles, of raifing, conduc- 
ting, and applying the revenues of kingdoms are little under-* 
flood, and but fuperficially attended to by a few^ who hope 
to make it the means of promotion and emolument. 
. . The beads of commerce in this treatife we (hall recommend 
to our readers, and aflure them they will find fufiicient infor- 
mation to make them fet about a reformation before it is too 
Jate, to retrench their luxuries before the fource of their vo- 
luptuous enjoyments are dried up. But we cannot fulfil our/ 
duty without giving the two fhort chapters on the internal 
policy of the Irate, and the landed intereft, becaufe they 
#ri&ly fall within the fcopepf our political review, and con 7 
tain fome hew and ftriking remarks on the falfe policy of our 
giving fo much weight to the landed intereft. 

C H A P III, 
On the internal Policy of the S T A T E; 

** There is no rnyftery in true policy, there can be none 
in trade. Caufes alike in both ever did, and ever will produce 
their natural effe6t§ ; fuch being the all-wife and immutable 
tows of providence. A mo4erate degree of obfervation will 

be 
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fc£ fuflicient to convince every man, that there can be no' 
other requifites needful for the well governing of a ftate than 
good fenfe, real honefty and true information* 

In times of peculiar difficulty an,d danger, our great Queen 
Elizabeth fo regulated the adminiftration of her govern ment* 
by very few obvious, but, fenfible maxims, as to refgnin the 
heart? of her people, acquire never-fading glory to herfelf, 
and lay all the foundations of opulence and power to which 
her country has fince arrived j and which, , by the fame ad* 
mirable means, may be yet abundantly increafed. But a 
great reverie of fortune will become experienced, and. that at 
no great diftance of time, fhould we miftakenly defert 
them* 

The balancing powers which are fo happily interwoven in 
the frame of our excellent conftitution, however wife in their 
natures, were no other than the fruits of plain reafon and 
natural observation, being derived from ages that we call 
barbarous ; and yet they contain all that could be hoped 
from the moft extenfive knowledge and experience, affifted 
by great learning and found judgment* But we can con-: 
tinue no longer a free, prosperous, or happy people, (for 
they are bleflings that rnuft be enjoyed, or will be all loft to* 
gether) than while the refpc&ive powers of the component 
parts, are kept in their due bearings towards, each other, for 
mutual fupport. They are like the fiiftaining legs of a tri- 
pod ; either of which being made to give way, the machine 
fo ufefujly erected, muft fall to the ground. The people can 
nofoonerlofe their liberty, in this country, than the fo- 
vereign will find himfelf deprived of his importance and fe- 
curity ; and the too great prevalency of v the ariftocratic 
power will only ferve to endanger its exiftencc, as has been 
the cafe heretofore/ In moft other countries indeed it firft 
proved baneful to the democratic order ; and then for want 
of that fupport, became an eafy, and fell an unpitted prey to 
regal 4efpottfm. . But our own people will henceforth have a • 
ready reburce againft the violence of either. 

In like manner, there are three balancing interefts among 
the people of, this kingdom, which are thofe of land, money, 
and labour 5 and, as. in thp other cafe, they are the natural 
fupports of each other, 'while a due balance is maintained ; 
but the too great prevalence of either would prove injurious 
to all. 

As the' body of the people are the ftrength and wealth of a 
ftate, fp workmen and labourers give all value to lands ; and 
they are like wife the fupport of all dealers. t It is by the 
means of their Ikill and labour only that wealth can be 
brought into a country ; and was there no money to be a 
* '• medium 
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medium, for traffic,, there would Ifttla cro^lpyWOjfc \*e fur* 
niftjed for dealers. Every order of people therefore a/q en- 
titled to a due portion of regard,, a,nd all ought to &qw% bjr 
their cpndu&, they are fenfible alike of tlieijr dspepdance ori 
each other. Tlje grote£lion of government is equally due to 
*tt^ and the reftrainjt& that are tylioiqfqrn? ftpuAd l?e ajfp laid 
OaaJJaJikq. \ x 

CHAP IV. 

On tfa ^Nijcjp. Jn-jer^st. . 

«* Land is, ia itfctf, of Utile or no value to the owner* 
^ he iblitary look oft a million, of, acres weuk* be but fc najted, 
iefencelefs creature, deftitute of every convenience and- Wet- 
fcng. of life. A lqnied man's commodity* therefore* thrives 
all ib& value, from the<<;osnmochtie» of others :• fiich as the la- 
bour . of. the ta$aodi»an, the- flcUl and totf of the artifcan, 
t^ind«ftryandgi?opecty of the djealep (who putcbafeft, tik* 
aH other people, the ptoduifcs ofrfytttfar coofompttan) and 
the wealth ajub knowledge o& the merchant, who exports 
them. *•-. 

Ex<pei&wife has lo»g Aewn, that a people* bftfcetefltiU 
andinduftry, may become ^ch, powerful', andh happy, with- 
out thq pofle^ion. of fam^s foragrioukurej beeauft money 
will procure a fuis fiipply of fitch prodtoAs from, othel? coun-r 
toes, &# land,- without people,, i* of no value at all, 
Whj^ thorefota, alt power ihould h* aflbmed by, and* all 
pseferencemjconfideratipn be given to the po&fibr* of land* 
in any country, re an enquiry worth makifcg ; but more *£> 
pecially in a trading nation like ours. Yet fuch has reaH* 
become the cafe, feon^ making a landed qualification nece& 
fery fof obtaining a feat among the reprefentativea of the peo- 
ple; and, in mo& inAances, from having landed ele&ors, or 
juch. as are under, the influence of men* of landed property. 

fcfenjee has.asifcn. the. di&n^ion of a landed ekitereft * which 
has become paramount in its operations, from engroflkig all 
influence in the ftate, and all weight in thefcale of interelte j 
at teaft in compagfon with theirs who give, to hand its whole 
value. Andi hence* too has arifea *he partial favour which w* 
fceibewivtathaf kind of property, by giving a more than na-> 
tuxal value to the produ&sof lands $ to the- injury of the 
ftaie, the hurt, of qui; national trade, and the-prfcjudiceof thf 
people." 

Our readers wilt Judge- for themfehres-of our author's abi r 
lities fooni this specimen j ige have only to add that his ebap- 
teroathe iubje^of thecorn trajlp, is the moA curious and 
interefting we ever mpt yftph^ and ought to be critically 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t 55 ) 

exartvinel by thofe&natots, .who lately to* the furptfce of aft 
fenfible peciple, wanted to open our ports this ftafon, fo* the 
exportation of ttrat valuable necetfaty of life. 

<// King*s-Bench Sermon* with a Dedication to Lord Mansfield, 
and a Preface by Mr. Steptoen. fed. Etrahs. 

WE h?w already taken proper notice of the cafe rf 
irrtprifenmtnt for dtbt, and the conteft that haa arifett 
apon it, und*r tte managctnentof Mr. Stephen, in our Re- 
giforforGdaberlaft, p. 243. The dedication to the fer* 
team before «t » a continuation of the difpute with Lord 
M*rift6dd, Vhfo in a fevere fatire not devoid of humour, i* 
attacked for #em&ftditog Mr, Stephen to prifon, after his ap- 
plication to fee discharged, becauft he was confined contrary 
to toth die common and ftatute law, and in dired oppofitibii 
to Magna Charta. The preface fay Mr. Stephen farther en- 
force* his arguments advanced in his; pamphlet entitled 
" Considerations on imprisonment for debt/' and gives a 
variety of inftances <rf the bad policy of confining artificers 
and manufa&arers* It is written with great accuracy, and 
fteWs the author has had a thorough knowledge of mankind 
either frofti information or experience. And the method of 
circulating fictitious bills or notes of hand, with the evil 
cenfeqoewces attending it, it fo properly described that it 
cannot fall, if generally read, to render that practice which 
h fo detrimental to the commerce of this kingdom juftly ab- 
horred. * 

Tfc* ferfnon turns on the condition of forgivenefs laid down 
for all men in the Lord's prayer, " Forgive us our debts 
as we fofgiv* our debtors *" and is a very good difcourfe, but 
as that part of the fubjefi has nothing to do with the grand 
qttefttort, which obliged us to take the fubjeft.— viz. Whe- 
ther it is c&nfiftefct with found policy to confine debtors, in 
a commercial ftate ? This we think is clearly determined in 
the negative by Mr. Stephen in his pamphlet and by the con- 
current teftimony of all able writers on the laws and confti- 
tutiofis of nations from the earlieft accounts of civil initia- 
tions* we (hall therefore conclude with a fincere wifli that 
the honeft and laudable endeavours of this gentleman and his 
friends Italy procure relief from parliament, and if we are 
rightly informed the affair will very fooA be brought into the 
Houfe of Lords. 

A Letter 
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A tetter, to Sir Richard Afton, KnU one of the Judges of bit 
Majejl/s Court of Kinf s- bench t ] and late Chief Juftice of the 
Common Pleas in Ireland. By Robert Morris, Efq\ late 
Secretary to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights^ &c» 8v& 
is. 6d. • G. Pearch. 

TH E tranfa&ion which gave rife to this Letter, is per- 
haps one of the moft Angular that ever happened in this 
kingdom; na wonder therefore that it has been received by 
the public wjth all the eagernefs of expe&ation, and has 
pafled throu|h one edition almoft as foon as publiflied. It has 
long been the complaint of adminiftration, that a turbulent 
faction is continually fomenting divifions between government 
and the people, — the violence of party rage has been the 
Handing topic of con verfation with the friends of. the mini- 
fter : while they wiflied to have it believed, thae on their 
fide, no prejudices were taken up, no wrong opinions fprmed* 
no oppreffive, partial meafures purfued to the defamation or 
injury of refpe&able chara&ers in.the oppofition. The let- 
ter addreffed by Mr. Morris to Sir.Richard Afton has changed 
the face of affairs, by demonftrating that neither the facred- 
nefs of a tribunal — the uprightnefs. and impartiality fuppofed 
to be inherent in the office of a judge, nor the regard due to 
the profeffion of the law, could prove fufficient barriers 
againft the rage of political prejudice.-— For the favourite 
judge at St. James's, next to the Chief Juftice, is charged 
withdifcarding the virtues of candour, modefty and modera- 
tion which fhould ttcr be feated on the bench, . and making 
them give way to their oppofite vices, animofity, wrath and 
defamation'; and we do not find that Sir Richard has made 
the leaft attempt to vindicate himfelf. : 

One remark however we think it neceflary to fubmifc 
to his better judgment refpe&ing his filence. There is 
a wide difference . between public and private t tranfac- 
tions ; and between anonymous reports, or vague accufations 
whofe authors are not known ; and the regular charge of' a 
man of chara&er in the world* whb fupports it by the evi- 
dence of fads, and fubferibes it with his name and plaqe of 
abode. In the latter cafe every man who values his reputa- 
tion however high his rank and ftation may be in life, ought 
to clear himfelf to the public at whofe bar be is arraigned* 
This is therefore incumbent on Sir Richard Afton ; and that 
our readers may be enabled to form a judgment of the me- 
rits between two gentlemen fo well known, in the world we 
{hall give them the copy of the affidavit made by Mr. Morris, , 
and recite the words fpolcen by Sir Richard Afton, which 
Mr. Morris fo highly refents ill his letter. 

A F F I- 
<* 
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AFFIDAVIT. 
(An examined COPY.) 
In the King's-Benck. 

The Kino againft John Almok, 

ROBERT MORRIS of Lincoln's Inn in 
county of Middiefex Barrifter at law maketh oath thathe 
this deponent having been ufed to buy pamphlets and other , 
printed books at the (hop of the defendant John Aim on did. 
within a very few days after the publication of the London 
Mufeuta forthe month of January iaft go to the fa id (hop 
and there afk tfie faid Defendant for the faid pamphlet of 
the London Mufeum being the fame as th?t for which the 
faid Defendant has 1>een inforrhed againft in this court, 
upon which the faid Defendant told him this Deponent' 
that he had not got the faid pamphlet and that he did not 
fell the feme and he the faid Deponent was thereupon ob- 
liged to go away without the faid pamphlet Nor has he at 
any time fince procured himfelf the fame from the faid 
Defendant although he this Deponent (verily believing m 
bis confdence that the faid pamphlet did not contain any libellout 
matter whatjoever) has very lately purchafed the fame elfe-' 
where And this Deponent farther faith that to the beft of, 
his this Deponent's knowledge recollection and belief as far 
as the diftance of time from the . faid. tranfa&ion will per ^ 
mit him to be certain (this Deponent not then nor till 
after the late trial of the Defendant Almon having the 
leaft idea of giving teftimony concerning any part of this 
matter in a court of juftice) at the fame time that he 
this Deponent was in the (hop of the faid Defendant as 
abovementioned fome other perfon to this Deponent unknown 
came to the faid {hop and afked the (aid Defendant for the 
faid pamphlet of the London Mufeurn Whereupon the faid. 
Defendant gave to the faid perfon the fame anfwer that h$ 
had before given to this Deponent (that is to fay) that he had 
it not or words to that effeft and thereupth the faid perfon: 
went away withotf purchafing fhc feme. 

Sworn in Canity ' ROBERT MORRISi 

June', 30,-1770, 

By the Court. 
yoLjVIII* * l According 
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According to Mr. Morris's account, Mr. Juftice Afton in 
enumerating the affidavits, which alone, he faid, had in- 
fluenced the judgment of the court in the punifhment they 
were going to inflift, he excepted the above affidavit, ancl 
added, " That as to the affidavit of that man, who had, 
though but in a partnthtfis* put into hi* affidavit, that he did 
not think the letter finned Junius to be a libel, he fhould, for 
his part, pay very little Regard to any affidavit he fliould 
make." The interpretation Mr. Morris puts on thofe words, 
leems to be a very fair one, * 4 Mr. Morris has by this affi- 
davit, fhewn himfelf to be a man of fo abandoned a con- 
feience as not to deferve credit in a court of juftice. 
• On this obvious fenfe of the words Mr. Morris grounds his 
complaint of the behaviour of the judge, and certainly it is a 
mattefr of great confequence to every individual who may be 
Called upon by fubpoena, to give evidence in our courts of judi- 
cature, or may be induced faom a love of juftice, or friendly 
motives voluntarily to give teftimony to any fail by affidavit. 
If becaufe a man's connexions in life happen to be with men 
formed into a fociety in oppofition to meafures they hold 
pernicious to this nation, * if becaufe a man ?vows his 
opinion of any political writing, and fupports k publicly* 
ha is therefore to be difereditetj, and his character taken 
aw*y in fo ftriking a manner* that his fotaom evidence on* 
oath is to pafs for nothing,, there is an end of jjuftice and he 
muft patiently fubmit to be reduced in maiiy points to the 
defpicable fituation of an outlaw, or appeal to the public in 
vindication of his injured honour as Mr, Morris has done. 
His fpirited manner of fupporting bis argument, , will appear 
beft in his own words, , . % 

«* A judge, feated in a court of juftice, fo tenacious of their 
power to revenge contempts upon thcmfelv^s, fo ready to 
Vindicate the chara&ers of l minifters of ftpte, great men in 
office and <even the members of the houfe of commons 
futb jealous prdte&ora of every maw's good name; fo ready 
to punifli all offenders agiinft the reputation of their neigh- 
bours; ought furely to be the laft tp fet an example of flaft- 
der, or to incur that reproach, which has often been thrown: 
upon the bar ^but never I hope before upoa die bench) of 
iafing the privilege of iheir Action,, to caft abufe upon the 
*hara<3ersof private men, who might attend to give their 
evidence. But that a judge, fo diftinguiflied too for bis 
humanity, gentle rmanners and politeneft; as -Mf-.Jwce 
Afton, fliould iii the fame breath, with which he is con* 
> deroning a libeller,! fu^eft himfelf to a fimilat accufatiqn ; a 
judge, who in a charge to the grand jurie>at Dublin de- 

i •■'- * i 
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dared, that character was to every man of * generous mind 
dearer than his property, that he (bo uld make fo public and 
fcvere an attack upon another's reputation, is perfectly afto- 
fiifhing, not fo much from the difpoffcton, as from the in* 
wudence of the fpeakcr. Lay, Sir, your hand upon your v 
heart, and confefs to rne, wither you are ferrous, in fuf- 
peding upon fo flight an occafion, a gentleman, (of whan you 
had never heard other ill', than that he differed With you in 
politics,) of the horrid crime of perjary. I am afraid, Sir, 
this dreadful fin, this mockery of a feietmi appeal to God 
tnuft lie very light upon your mind, that you can fo eafily 
bellow the cen&ire upon me. Bat if I am. not charged to 
have committed peijury, why do (ay, you fcail pay no at- 
tention to any affidavit that I thall make? A charge, which 
from the place in which it was made will by.fome be thought 

. an ad of cowardice $ hut they will at the fame time re- 
colled, that die coward and the blufterer ufually go toge- 
ther. 

Strange indeed and violent are the effe&s, which political 
diiagreements caufe on men's tempers, difpofitions and judg- 
ments ! I know by experience that almoft as little candor is 
to be expected, even from the candid, towards thofe, who 
differ from them in their political, as in their religious, creed* 
But though I had no reafon <to expect, that if you did. me 
the honor of mentioning my name, you would treat me with 
ail the civility and complaiumce, which you fhowed to Jus- 
tice Giilam, when he appeared at the bar of. the Old Baiky, 
to anfwer for a wanton maffacre of his fellow citizens in St. 
George's fields, yet I had as little reafon to fuppoie, that a 
judge would in open court in fin u ate again ft me the guilt of 
perjury for daring to differ in opinion with him, upon What 

, he allows to be a point of law, and that even before I was 
apprifed of his judgment upon the fubjed. I fhall not take 
advantage of fo pitiful an evafton, as to contend thit my 
affidavit is confident with the poflibility of never having read 
the contents of the London Mufeum. I had read it, and 
paid particular attention to the, letter of Junius, which has 
been protfecuteA It is upon that ground alone t wi&.to 
fupport my affidavit. I know not, whether you think there 
is much difference between perjury in a paten thefts and out 
of one; but whatever hard names you may pleafe to give 
my conduct, iny offence is at moft but an error in judgment. 
My opinion, differed from yours, but fuch was my real opi- 
nion. I declared it upon oath 5 and the world will give me 
credit, when I-fay that an oath is as facred an obligation 
upon my mind, m upon yew own* 
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* * A judge mould not blend the chara&er of accufer with his 
own; or fhould find at leaft as good a foundation for his ac- 
cufations, as occaflon for making them." I am, Sir, " that 
man," whom, in. that contemptuous manner you have def- 
•cribed to have ventured tofwear, that the paper fighed Ju- 
nius, which lay before the court, is not a libel. Read again 
the affidavit, let any perfon read it. I have (aid, that, at 
.the time I purchased the London Mufeum, I'purchafed it 
. verify believing it to contain no libellous matter whatfoever. Is 
this fwearing, that the paper is not a libel? Are thefe words, 
•which deferve from a judge the, imputation of perjury r* I 
« was not fo impertinent, as to make that decifive declaration 
upon oath, which you have fixed upon me; a declaration 
however, which if neceffary, would I believe readily be 
made by thoufands in this kingdom. Had I been upon the 
.jury to try the fa&, I fhould then have made that declaration 
in the fame manner as thofe two noble juries did, whom 
you have thought fit to involve, without naming, in the 
fame accufation with myfelf. Two refpeclable juries of the 
city of London have directly declared the fame thing; and 
.the third declared upon their oaths, that Mr. Woodfall is 
. guilty of printing, and publijhing only, which was acquitting 
him of the charge of printing and publifbing a fcapdalous 
and feditious libel; a verdict incapable of any interpretation 
.^confident with common Tenfe, unlefs taken in the fame light 
.with the two other verdicts, and which therefore fhould be 
taken in that light only. I am yet aware of a fourth (and I 
.doubt not it will be urged upon this occafion) where this 
matter received a different determination, the publifher being 
' found generally guilty -of the information* But then we muft 
recoiled the influence, which the judge may well be fup- 
; pofed to have had ; and that the opinion of that jury can 
little avail in this matter from the deference which they paid 
to their director ; who, as . he has fince informed us, told 
.them, .t)iat they 'had nothing to attend to, but the mere fadk 
of publication* . I will not here mention, what fufpfcions 
.fell upon that jury, who could fuffer their underftandings in 
an evidence of fad to be : led by Lord Mansfield; nor will I 
*. more th^P hint, that one^of that jury, being a member of 
: the houie of commons, the charge upon which houfe took a , 
i principal {hare of the information, ought to have challenged 
.himfelf, as interetted in the litigation, notwithftanding the 
reputation he then had of joining againft the miniftry. We 
heard in this cafe a doctrine built upon afoupdation; that 
. the preemption of guilt; is a$ ftrong as any preemption of 
innocence. And we fa.w a jury implicitly fubmitting their 
/i " _ conferences 
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conferences to receive the dictates of the judge for their be- 
lief; that however flight the evidence might be, which was 
offered, they were driven to a neceffity of finding a defen- 
dant guilty, if no evidence was produced in his behalf. The 
admiffion of a fact proved upon another, doubtful even who* 
ther he was a fervant, was not looked upon as fome induce- 
ment to, the verdift, but was to become conclufive proof, 
unlefs countera&ed by other pofitive evidence; whatever 
opinion the jury might entertain of the defendant's not be- 
ing a guilty publifher. They adopted thefe maxims, an< 
found one pubrifiier of Junius's letter to be guilty of a libel. 
Yet was guilt found under fuch circumftances, that punith- 
ment, it's natural concomitant, became Jmoft unjuft. But 
. I firmly believe, that this consideration would not have fo 
much availed in the judgment of the King's Bench, but 
that it would have been too alarming to have rejected with- 
out caufe an affidavit produced in the defendant's behalf, and 
yet have infli&ed any very heavy fine upon him for his de- 
linquency. ' We cannot however fuppofe from the decifive 
verdicts of acquittaj, which were given by the London 
juries, that they were poffeffed with a like degree of com- 
plaifance, as the gentlemen of Middlefex; though Lord 
Mansfield would in the fame manner have confined then* to 
thelimple evidence of publication. A reftraint upon their 
4 free powers of enquiry, which theyjuftly difdained ; and ta 
which they replied by a verdift, which, as the cafes were 
! circumftanced, can acquit them from perjury upon no other 
fuppofition, than their perfuafion of the paper being inno- 
cent. It is in vain therefore to fuggefr a probability of their 
determinations being founded upon other grounds^ for the 
mere a&s of printing and publishing were notoriouflj|-avowed, 
and the application of the inuendoes, of which Lord Mans- 
field, to cover his other defigns, has lately made fuch a parade, 
was in one cafe at leaft not difputed. 

In oppofitfon to thefe juries, you, Mr. Juflice Afton, de- 
clare the letter of Junius universally abhorred by all well- 
wifhers to the government. If by that phrafe you mean a 
futile and wretched miniftry, in which your aflbciate, Lor4 
Mansfield, is a principal figure, and where, as you (hare in 
the emoluments, you may poflibly bear yourfelf a part,. 1 will 
'readily allow it. 'But if you mean the free and excellent coo- 
ftitution of thb country, I declare, that you, as a judge, take 
a licence in fpeaking, whieh I, as a private barrifter, would 
by no' nieans have aflumed j becaufe the faft is notorioufly 
otherwife. You then boldly pronounce a conviction of per- 
jury or fedition upon every one who does not believe the letter 
of Janiu* to be a libel. And yet one may venture to appeal 

to 
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£» the whole nation, whether that letter was not almoit at 
univerfalW ^pp&uded, as it was read ; and whether it is not 
©ow conkdeicd, as a model of political truth, as well as the 
Jtandard of elegant compofition. Indeed the h€t fpeaks it- 
fclf. The venders of it would never have fuffered a profecu~ 
tion, if the public demand for the letter had not ihown, that 
mankind were pleafed, not ihocked ; that they admired, not 
condemned, the fcnfe, the Jpirit, the juftice and veracity of 
fht author ; and I believe no man ever heard of Shuddering 
and being {hocked at the letter, except in the Ceurt of King** 
Bench, or the fuprerae Court at St James's. 

I am then thathardy and 'lingular mortal, who is contented 
With the fan &kxn of twenty-four tried and fworn men for his 
opinion. We mnft ftand or faH together in the fentiments of 
the public upon this occafion. To the honefr citizens of Lon- 
don will I leave it, Sir, to refent the- injury you have done 
them j and to the public to retort upon yourfelf the imputa- 
tions, which you have thrown with fo liberal a hand upon 
ethers. 

The circumftances which I had to lay before the Court, 
called upon me toexpreis my conception of the pamphlet then 
in judgment. Little as I may be fuppofed to know of law, I. 
know fo much of that law of libels, which obtained in the 
odious Court of Star-Ghamber, and the difpofition of tame 
modern judges to enforce that law, that I was doubtful, whe- 
ther it might not even be held an offence, to purchase* pa- 
per, which fhould afterwards be difcovered, or, at ieaft, if 
then believed, to be a libel. 1 am aware this can be at beft 
but Star-chamber law. But I have obferved a Chief Juftice 
maintain a particular partiality for the precedents of that ar- 
bitrary Court? claim every doctrine there held to be law for 
his own; and when the Court of King's Bench fliall have 
adopted a fu$cient number of them, with the fame latitude, 
as it lately has done that do&rine, Which fprung from the 
ruins of the Star-chamber, and is truly calculated to perpe- 
tuate its powers in the cafe of libels, that juries are mete 
judges of the innocent ads of printing and publifhing, and 
the verbal fupply of a parcel of inuendoes, there will arifethe 
fame neeeffity of abolifhing that court by aft of parliament and 
the fame cry amongft the people to punUh (he arbitrary judges, 
.who (hall prefide there. 

My "knowledge of a fa$, that the pamphlet was univer- 
sally fold in other (hops, led me to mention a xircumftancc 
much in Mr. Almon's favour, that, though I had been refufed 
it at his &op, I had been able to purchafe it el fe where. When 
1 mentioned this, I had a right to fay fomething in apology for 
inyfelf. It would not be a very graceful a& in any other per- • 

ion, 
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6ro, th*n t mefleagerof the Trcafurr, to g* about furohft* 
fine labels at evwcjr wop.. 1 therefore fsid» what I bad a right 
to lay in my own vindication, and without officioufnefc, that 
I did not believe the pamphlet to oentain a libel. 4 a«A for this 
treated, by Mr* J. Alton* as a man of fo proftituted a charac- 
ter, as not to be credited ia a Court of Juftice. Thia is tha 
lenity, which the Court of King's Bench (hew* to defendants, 
when it admits every allegation to extenuate their guilt; that, 
tbofe who venture to .make fuch affidavit* agreeable to their 
conscience are to endure the iovc&ivcs of a judge in that Court 
without redrefs. This ia the mighty advantage, which Lord 
Mansfield conftantly holds out to thofe defendants, to fuffer 
themfelves to be convi&ed before this merciful Court, telling 
them, iahis canting tone, that itwilidoibtm.n* harm* if tha 
paper is afterwards found out not to be a libel * that when their 
friends fhall appear in their behalf, thefe friends fliall be treat- 
ed as culprits, and made liablt to Impufcuon* of the worft im- 
preffion* An error in judgment, a miftake in law, or, if you* 
pleafe^ an aftonilhing doubt of. a minifterial faith, (hall be 
treated as a berefy unpardonable; the mifcreaat deprived' of all 
claim to .credit in every refpefl:,. and he rendered unworthy of, 
any attention in a court of juftice * 

The ftigma however, with which, ( $ir, you branded my 
affidavit might be lefc exceptionable, had you confined its 
cfcfts to me alone* When you faid, that you would pay no 
attention to any af$davit of mine, you did injuftice to the 
defendant. . He had a right to my teftirnony, which I gave to 
him unaiked* You deprived him of it ; and I herein fee ad- 
ditional wifdom in the law, which has .not left in general to 
judges the weight and import of evidence; and which, I am 
equally fatisfied upon my part, nptwithftanding Lord Mans- 
field's do&rine to the* contrary, has not left to theai an exclu- 
five decifion upon the anions of thofe, who are accufed of 
miWifhing .a Hbel. I know Mr. J, Afton has a precedent for his 
behaviour in a brother j udge and cpm.m ifliqner, who late] y (ho W- 
ed his readinefs to fet afide a witnefs at Guildford in atrial for 
murder, becaufe he began with relating fome e^preifions that 
he bad ufed in an alehctfife, containing his diflike to the 
Scotch nation*. But in that ca(e an objection was made to 
an evidrnee for , the profecutor, which is a more, favourable 
circumftance for: the judge, than the prefent cafe admits' of *, 
for there, the profecutor of a capita} indi&ment could only 
Jofc the benefit of a material witnefs, .becauie the judge took 
a pique ta hifrpolifjcal principle ; in this,, where by the ar- 
tifices of L<?rd Manafield and the adopted refofutions of the 
court of King's Bench, the trial for a^Jibel is almoft reduced 
*> a trial by affidavit {{hat mode of enquiry 5 which turns tha 

infulted 
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inflated witneli from the confronted examinations of the bar ' 
to tb& protected cenfurc^ of the bench,, which fubrnits every . 
thing bo the court, and which is therefore fo acceptable and 
fo favoured) in this the defendant, though always rnoft to be 
tendered, is at one ftroke bereft of the teftimpny of any wit* 
ncfs> however material, who may differ either in principles of 
law or politic* with any one of his judges. The importance 
©f my evidence was proved by the allegation of the folhcitor- ■■ 
general; who urged, that the defendant, when hefirftitop~ 
pedtfie faje, might have hid his books in a garret, till he had » 
an opportunity of felling them to the friends he could truft. 
This luppofition is directly precluded by the contents of mjr 
affidavit j for it could hardly be doubted from my character, - 
2nd that particular ftation, which the title-page of this letter 
exhibits, that it was poffible for Mr. Almon to miftake me for - 
an informer. 

I think I have proved thatPdid not go out of my road to>'» 
introduce that opinion, which has given ypu fomuch offence." 

The modern doctrine of' the court of King's Bench, is 
expofed in glaring colours by Mr. Morris in this letter, and 
the particular conduct of Lord Mansfield feverely cenfured* • 
And we have likewife an anecdote of * Mr. Juftice Afton, . 
which di (graces him in a manner we fancy he would have 
wifhed Mr. Morris to have fpared him ; but the lex talionis 
fcems to be the favourite fyftem of the letter writer, who has * 
certainly got the advantage of his lordftiip, and has fully re- # . 
taliatedby relating this incident, the injury done him by his 
antagoniir. The memoir is couched in the following addrefs*. 

<c Stand forth, Mr. Juftice Afton, and tell me, what> 
other douceurs you have received for your laft year's fervices, m 
befides the pre-emption of thofe four hundred tickets, with 
which you went yourfelf into the alley the Saturday before 
drawing ; where you ftaid in the vile receptacle of ftock-gam««* 
Wers at Jonathan's, after midnight," to improve your- job toe 
the utmoft advantage. Believe me, Sir, there is a combina- 
tion formed among the brokers In return for the paltry faving* 
pf thofe fees, which they efteemed their due, as to taotbeiw. 
conamHTioners, when you next make your appearance- there, 
either as a Bull or a Bear, to huftle you out of the place ; 
adifgrace, that hardly your worft enemy would wifh to befal. 
you, becaufe it will make again nojorious to 'the world* the 
fituation where you are found ; which even your modefty 
might teach you for the future to avoid/' 

We remember to have icen a knight of the garter formerly 

in the purlieus of Change Alley, but the noble earl never went 

# into Jonathan's, as to a judge we may venture to affirm no 

fuch animal was ever before known to herd with the Bu^ 

and Bears. 
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POLITICAL REGISTER 
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N U M BE R XLVIIL . 



To the PuiNT^of tfet POLITICAL £ fiGlSTER^ 

sik, '' V / } 

rSENDfdtf t#6 ^IrelTes which I lately received ,/rbni 
thclfeml of : St. fehriftopher: One to Mr. Wo^ley, 
. iipbft -his leaving t)iatifland$ the other to Mr. Lofack} 

-upon his 4cceffion -to the c#hmiand. It Will appear a little 
extraordinary that they flutald both tear the fame title, yet 
breathe ftich different fenttmerits. They . are each- entitle*^ 
The Addrefs of the Freeholders, &c. of the iifland of Stl 
Chriftopfcer; yet, if we Except a few Jaclron both fides* are 
figoed by -different petfehft- Ambri£ flie fubferibers to both 
ar&fome men of property and ctrnftqiience ; but as the. maw 
jority to both coniifb of men not: mtfrch known even in that 
community, it Will be, fufficient to add the number of fiib* 

I fcriberirto each, unlefs you- think proper to give their name*. 
It tna^r li«itte<*ffary to iriforrti, the reader, that die fubfcrrbers 
•W> the: Addrefs- of' Approbation; Lxmmtations and Sorrtw*. 
tarfe the. friendsJof the majority in- the late A^embJy, and t^t 
parttfaKisirf General Woodley. ' And thofe who have fub- 
Jcrtbedtbat of Congratulation and Expectation, are the friends 
♦of th« kite imfrifoned- members. I have made fome remarks 
-#n b«th, which. I hope will enable your readers to judge im- 
• par* 

~ Vql.VUL K 
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partially between the two parties ; and (hall be obliged to you 
tqs Qtmnnxncate them to the public* 

Bajjiterri, St. ChriJIopber+ 
On Tuefday the 3d July, 1770, in the forenoon, the Hon* 
John Eftridge, Benjamin Pyra JVlarkbam, and Francis Phi- 
lips, Efqrs. with George Taylor, William Wells, George 
Irvine, Efqrs. and feveral other gentlemeji, waited upoji hja, 
Excellency tfcc Caftan Genera}, Mi prcfented the following; 
Aodrefe to him. * 

To his Excellency WILLIAM WOODLEY, Efq; Cap- 
tain General/iind Qovernor In Cbie^.iaand overall his 
JWajefty's Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, Chan- 
cellor, Vice Admiral, and Ordinary of the fame, 
&c. &c. &c. 

The ADDRESS of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of hit 
Mefiftft ybnd/f$i. Chiiftophea. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 

WE, his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the 
underwritten freeholders, and other inhabitants of this his 
i&md Of {k^rfttepter, W*nn*d With the bigttcflrfauVof 
gratitude for the many (a) benefits this ifland haf received 

from 



(a) T° enaW * fa reader to ju^ge of the benefits the ifland 
pf St- Chriftopher b*& received from thi> gentleman's adrni- 
piftration, 1 {hall beg leave to ^nuaoerW all thca&spaifcd 
J>y thq Council and Aflembly of that polony to which he af- 
feated. Mr- W op41ey arrived in St, Chriftoph«r\ feme time 
juthe month of *% 17$$, and emb*r1*f*i from thence for 
England in July IJ70*, and» during tfeat: period^ ga|» his af* 
jfemt to feven afts, v*^- we for fe^tli^g $qqI. per annum, to 
1^ paid hieihalfye^dv, f«> Ion* a? .ta' fecnM continue in 
$Jie <?qmmand of the J^eew^rd IftajKJ?, Two for! granting 
certain jyds to his Majefty, by taxing. |h^ prqpricfcws of all 
flaves, and tlie owner? of all hpufo in the. fevejcal towns 
within thatiftand. One far laying ^ certain **nusl duty or 
tax on the retailer* of .all fpiritiwug liquftgs.. On* for rem- 
dering ufefuUhe rivers aitf. pujt>|fc fprin© i* th* tAandt. <&» 
.for laying a 4wty of one pound ofgnp-ppwdft per ton ona|l 
;Wfels above forty tons tracing to an4fro«n tfce iflfcid; the 
.one half to l>e paid in Ifind, the otheij fcajf *e br ionma*. 
. te4 in qrfh *t th^ rate of &. ,per poita4. And. «ne, for eft*. 

blifhing 
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trotn your wife, ftftady,artd pftideht idminiftratton, beg leaft 
to cxprefs to your Excellency, the fenfe of fort ovv with which 



bltfhing a militia (a the ..ifland. Of thefe afts the four firffc 
are fuch as any General would, of courfe, have aflfented ty. 
The fifft regarded only himfelf ; the three others were abfo- 
lutely neceflary for the civil government of the ifland. So 
that we cannot confide? them of fuch a nature as to merit lb 
warm a fenfe of grqritif de as the addreflers have, exprefled. < 

The aft for rendering ufeful the rivers, &c. though by many 
people r^g^rded as of great ufe and benefit to the ifland, by 
fome jqeans or other did not meet with the royal affent. But 
as moft of the fubfcribers to this Addrefs oppofed the paffing 
of it (looking upon it in a different light) it would be ab- 
furd to fuppofe they confidered this as a benefit to the ifland. 
The aft for laying a dufy of one pound of gun-powder per 
ton on all yeflels, &c. 4s apt only exceedingly oppreffiv/e, 
but, if I remember, is contrary to the King's inftruftions. 
For, if t recolleft, the Governor of the Leeward Iflands is 
forbid jo give his aflent to any aft that {hall tend to lav pr 
irapofe a tax on the trade or commerce of this kingdopu 
Now as the American vefiels are in general final!, this tyx 
falls principally on thole trading from Great Britain, which 
run train 150 to 350100$; ^nd fuppofing them, at a me4i- 
um, to be 250 tons, each veifei trying from hence will fur- 
niih 12,5 Jb. of gtynpowdef, befides paying 18I. 15s. evqry 
voyage we makes* An io?pofition that will qertainly compel 
the owners of veflels* trading to that ifland to ralfe the freight 
-of all kinds of goods imported into it j which, by cncreafing 
the coft to the merchant, muft ultimately fall on the cap- 
fumer. Befides, the quantity of powder that will, by this tax, 
be impprted, being more tfjan is neceflary for the confump- 
tion of, the ifland, the furplus will lip and fpoil in the ro?gp- 4 
zines, while the impaction will, in lift, be levied on tjie 
inhabitants, fuppofing the freight to be encreafed, whiph 
I think nost at all unlikely/ We now come to the aft for ef- 
tabliflunga militia in that ifland. Air. Woodley's conduft, 
with refpeft to this aft, is mot to be pardoned, much left com- 
mended. The law, by virtue of Which the militia had been efta- 
blifh<ed,baving expired, hisExcellency, on the a+tj* day of Oft. 
1769, in his fpeech to the Council and Affembly, recopi* 
mende^ this aft in the following words : " The defencelefs 
" fiate of this country rendered ftill more £9 by the want of 
* c a militia law, muft be very alarming to thofe gentlemen 
' *' Whofe property is vefted in it ; and, I think, ought to 
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jmp, are deeply iaiprofled* at die approaching period for .your 
~iep aration from us. .''"-'■*. 

'" , As individuals, to whom you have* teen endeared "-by all 
thofe focial virtues you poflefs in fo e min ent a degree^jand 
which add a Tultre to. your character * % we fee] by antjcTpa- 
: tioni and muft "fincerdy regret ^jwr ^bfencc : frotn-us : .'Bat, 
;'wh.en we confideryour^xctlie^cy^ppHic virtues, '(ffjxmr 



•** induce you to make a bill For efta.bliffiing a militia the firft 
cc objeft of your deliberation, 'cnbreb^rtitulai-ly as the feafon 
\ u of the year advances when the "militia ought to be upon 
" M duty." The neceffity of (hchiat laW appeared Jo evident, 
•that a -bill was immediately brought into : the Aflfcmbly i 
<: and, by the 22i of November, if haof 'pafiett the Council ; and 
the next day, if I miftake not,' received his aflent. -Yet, 

* though empowered by the aft, he negjc&ed to appoint officers 
of the militia untH-the beginning of May following, notwith- 

* Handing he; faw the neceffity of having them on duty during 

* the Chriftmas holidays. For by an old cuftom, all the flaves 
' in the ifland are, at that time, exempt from labour fbf -three 

days, which* they generally devote to dr unkennels and riot, 

* To prevent, as much as poffible, any mifchicf arifing from 
-this indulgence,* the militia are continued on duty ; arid, du- 
' ring that tiihe, nightly patroll the eftates-ahd chief towns with-* 

* in the iflands. : So that Mr. Woodleyxan claim 'very little 
~ merit from this aft, even fuppofing it tor be of ^hemtmoft con-r 

* fequence to the? ifland ; for, by To long htfglefting Wappoint 
- officers, he, for a time at leaft,' deftroyed the very end and 

defign of it. ';-,.., 

(b) As a private gentleman Ihave no bufiriefs with him \ 
I fliall therefore leave him in the tjuiet /poUeflJon of thofe fo- 

* cial virtues which have fo endeared hifh to thefe addreflers as 

* individuals, But; I fhall endeavour, and I ho/pe to the fatis- 

* faftion of the reader, to ftrip him-df nioft <w tne publfc vir- 
tues which thefe gentlemen have'fpabundantly beftowed'upbii 
him. ' His love of juftice, and his' attachment to the laws a/id 

"' principles of their conftitution, appear fn his refiifing, or a^ 

* leaft delaying to grant a writ of Habeas -Corpora; when, ap- 
~ plied for in behalf of feven genritfmen confined ia gadl from 
" Saturday evening at feven o'clock HilT Monday morning at ten 

* o'cIock.**»And by his interfering in tbe^ele&ioh of the Af- 

* fcmbly, in his application \o % ^At: Eftridge, a Member 
of the Council, for his vote : and' intereft, in behalf of 

* Mr, Irvine, to be a Member' of the &ffctnb\y y which 
. .. plainly 
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Jowof juftice, jour attachment to the iaws. and principles of 
our happy' con&tution, your cates, which comprehend the 
Intereft or all entrufted to your government* your (c) unwea- 
ried diligent in tbe,difcharge oft da Juries of your high office* 
and your vigilance to guard againit every threatening danger \ 

• when we "bend our thoughts ;a i( t)ut; inviolate (d) r«* 
gard you have ever (hewn to the liberties and privileges of the 
peopk, the proijperity of this country > and (e) the cheerful- 

; . „ **&• ' 

plainly proved he thought the. Council bad a right Co vote for 
. j:eprefcn"utivesj„and.'a|terwardafuffering: 1 the Aflembly, -un- 
noticed, to deprive, them of that right... 

(c) His unwearied diligence, and great vigilance tp guard 
againft every threatening ganger, ( may be discovered from the 

?;reat pains he took to regulate and eftahlifli the militia, by 
uffering only fix'ipontbs to elapfe before he appointed an offi* 
jper i ; and wben'fteldicf appoint theui, by. granting commiilions 
"to men, who,, in' general, haye, neither, abilities, property or 
confequence enough -to recomenend them to the inhabitants^ 
- (d) His regard Jox the liberties and. privileges of the people, 
will appear from a menace he fent to the imprifoned membe/s 
when in gaol, acquainting them, that if a croud, which he 
. underftood had gathered about the prifon, did not difperfe, he 
' fliould fend, for a military force to compel them, without 
! taking the leaft notice of the civil power; and, as a greater 
. infult to that authority, made the Chief Judge of the ifland 

* the bearer of hi§ meffage. . 

(e) His. chearfulnejs to promote the profperity of the ifland, 
fhews itfelf in his behaviour with refpeft to an a& for cita- 
bliihiog a Court of Chancery in that ifland. In the year 
j 767 an aft pafled the legiflature for .that purpofej but.did not 
meet with the royal aflent 1 not from any objection to the a£t 
itfelf, but (as the. Lords oflTrade informed Mr. Wood ley) 
bec-aufe all Courts pf Juftice flow from the Crown; and, 
iftu'cb a Court" was neceflary in that ifland, the legiflature 
fhould h^ve applied for it by way of petition to the King, 
He, however, acquainted the Affembly, that he had it in 
command from his Majefty to give his -agent to an a£k of a 
fimilar nature.* The AfTembly immediately brought in and 
paged the fame bill, wfyich went through the CBuncil, but 
was objected to by Mr. Wpodjey, for the foliotflng reafons : 
" Becaufe all writs, fcc, ifllting out of the Court of Chan- 
* c eery, ace now (igncd by the Chancellor of the Leeward 
* c Iflands;^ arid this a$ dire&s, that they lball.be figned by 
_« th$ Commander lathie/* for,the time beij\g, refidlng on 
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neft, with which you have promoted every meafure that coultf 

operate; 
h i „ „,,. ... . i ,■■■ ' ■ ■ ■■i ft'tte' ■■ ■' ■■> t. . — - 

* the ifland ; Bedaufe certain days are appointed by the aA 
** for holding Courts of Chancery, which are now held at 
"'the toll and pleafure of the faid Chancellor: Becaufe (and 
•* wMeft I believe to be the onlir real objedion) ir does not re> 
**fcriteto the aforefaid Chancellor cettam fees of office.* That 
the reader may fee the force of thefe obje&ions, it will be necef- 
jjtoyttfWpfain thedefign of this afl. The Chancellor of the Lc6- 
Ward Hlands, being Chancellor of St. Chriftopher's, all fuits 
in Chahbery muft be tried by him. And as he refides fix or 
eight months in.everyjear at Antigua, fuitors in Chancery, 
in the tflind of St. Cnriftophcr's, are under a necefilty of 
employing folieitors, and feeing Council, in both JQattds 1 ; 
and upon every trifling motion t6 be made, every writ to be 

* tflfued during the coutle of a fait, they aire obliged to hire vef- 
fels to convey fitch notice or direction to their folieitors at 

7 Antigua, which is not only attended with a very confider- 

•^Me i expence, but wit^ a very great rifque, in having papers 
of confequence tranfported by to uncertain a conveyance. To 

- remedy thefe evils, this ad appointed a Court of Chancery to 
be held in St. Chrlftopher y s, to confift of the Commander in 
Chief, for the time being, refiding on the ifland, and four 
Members of his Majefty's Council. -Now, if the writs, &c. 
ifllring out of the Court, were to be figned by the Chancellor 
ef the£#eeward iflands, the very end and defign of the aft 
would, in a great meafure, be deftroyed ; for the fuitors 
would (till be obliged to transport their papers from one ifland 
to another, and be at the fame expence in employing folieitors 
at Antigua, and in hiring veflels to and from that ifland. 
Therefore this obje£kion is, in faft, an objection againft the 
aft, which he declared he was commanded to pafs. As to the 
ofejeftion againft having fixed times for holding Courts of 
Chancery, it is abfurd ; for furely it mu(t be more for the 
intereft of the fuitors, as well as the eafe and fatisfa&ion of 
the Solicitors of the Court of phancery, to have certain days 

' fixed for holding fuch Courts, than to have them appointed 
at the will and pleasure of a man refiding, at leaft half the 
year, in another ifland. The laft objection is, indeed, a 
Very goo^One ; and had it been the* only one^ the bill Would 
have beeifttaiended, and his fees referved to him j for it is 
imrnatenar^ the fuitors, whether he, or the Commander in 
Chief, refiding on the ifland, received them. Yet methtnks 
when we reflcft upon the many private, as well as public 
virtues, Which are here beftowed np6n him by thefe a'ddref- 

fcrs, 
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operate to that end $ when we, rcflda on your f/; boundtefr 
benevolence, (a) your favour to real merit, and the Jenity and 
moderation of your government ; [moft evident proofs of 
which you have afforded us, by. your continued forbearance^ 
alter trie mifireprefentations ana infults of a icw/hj turbulent* 

fa&iou* 

fers, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe be might have given 
vp thefe fees, which he was not likely to pouefs many years 
(and which I am told do not amount to more than 100I. per 
annum) to have conferred fo lafting a benefit on hit country 
3S this ad would certainly have been ; particularly as he po£» 
feflefc one thirtieth part of the whole ifland. But as the three 
objections, taken together, deftroyed the tf ery end and defig* 
of the aft, the bill was never refumed, and the ifland ftili re- 
mains without fuch a Court, though his Majefty wfe graci- 
Oufly ©leafed to fignify his approbation, that there fhouid be 
one eitablifhed. 

ffj Not Satisfied with having beftowed upon him all tht 
human virtues and good qualities they could think of, an4 
out of which, moderately fpeaking, three or four very good 
governors might be made, they give him what fhould be only 
*fl&ed to pur idea of the Divine Being, foundUfs bewvolenct* 

(g) As to h\% favour to real m$rit> far be it from me to fay* 
that there are not fome men of merit on whom he may have 
conferred them y but I {hall beg leave to obferve, that he re- 
commended and appointed John Stanley to] be Keeper of tht 
Public Records of the Ifland, and Regifter of all Deeds, &c. a 
jriace of greater truft and profit than any other in his gift in that 
jfland. And that it was through that man's eyes he was made 
to diftip§uUh real merit. Should the reader be defirouaoC 
acquainting hknfelf with the particulars of this Stanley's cha- 
racter, I refer him to Mr. Woodley, who^by knowing all 
Ins infamous practices, is able to give a true account of him, 
and who, I am convinced, is too much of a gentleman to give 
* falfe one, 

(h) By the few turbulent, factious fpirits, I fuppofe, are 
meant, the (even imprifoned members* If fo, we need only 
exantiiie their conduct to prove how falfe, as well at fcanda- 
lous, the charges here alledged qpinft tho* arq v Seven 
timbers of the Affembly having oppqfed a refolution for de- 
priving three Members of their feats, and for bringing into 
'|he Houfe, m their room, three others without, petition ; 
'and finding their opposition in vain, imprudently quitted the 
Houfe in difguft. For this offence they were immediately 
committed to the cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, without 

J&eing 
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Jfc&foti* (pints, who liayc violently dare9 to 'let all foyr and % 
authority at defiance ;] when we review thefe constituents of 
your Excellency V public and private chara£ter, it is no longer 
from particular and perfonal motives' alone, that we are affect- 
ed; but, as. fubjedbj 'forming a part of your Excellency's * 
government, we muft, and do, lament being deprived for 
any time of fuch a governor. . — - - 

.■■ . ., £m ...ill , . ■M<m ■ ■* i L. ■ Zl^m .«, 1M1 i ■ » ' ■ ■ i ■ , m. 

being heard, and twelve tlays afterwards imprifoned in the 
cothmon giol, becaiifethe reafons they then gave did nbt; ap- 
pear fatisfaftory, and they would not make a fervile, unmanly 
fubmiffion. Inftead of encouraging any aft of violence, in 
doing which they might have- been fdeafed, they patiently 
fiibmitted to be imprifoned, like felons, in a loathfome goal," 
until that authority by which* they were confined thought 
proper to reteafe 'them, upon the payment of certain fees, 
amounting to 380I.' Having obtained', their liberty, by the 
payment of that fum, one of them dkd.of a putrid fever in a 
fcW days' after their enlargement, and the furvivors thinkihg 
they had been illegally imprifoned, appealed to the laws of 
their country for redrefs, and brought actions feveraltyagainft 
the officers concerned in executing the warrants, by virtue of 
which they had been detained. When thefe actions caipe ori 
to be tried* the Chief Judge produced a letter from Joha 
Fahy (which has already appeared in the Regifter for De- 
cember) ordering the Court to difcontinue the anions,, with 
tofts. The order being complied with, and the injured 
members not only denied the protection of the laws, but be- 
ing, by fuch order, precluded the benefit of appeal to their 
moft grac?ous Sovereign, have been obliged, by petition, to 
•lay their cafe at the foot of the throne, humbly hoping that 
they ihall receive that juftice from his Majefty's great Wifdoni 
arid goodnefs, which his unworthy *reprefentatives~ in. that 
«ftand have thought proper to deny them. Thi$ conduit is 
*<Jalled, by the addreflersj fitting all law and authority at de- 
fiance, and a confederacy entered into with .a malicious and 
Infamous intention todefcry and mifreprelenrevefry operation 
of government/Thcfeare the practices whi'fch they hold in fuclr 
abhorrence, as to lament that the authors have not received 
-a punifhtoent adequate to fo dtteJiabU a v crime. That is, they 
•are concerned that they were not hanged j for, having fuffer- 
•cd fine an* imprifenment, (as tranfportation is unknown 
there) it was impoilWe they could infli&a greater puniihment, 
chiefs thfcy put them to an ignoiamiou& death. 
}'" ." . Having 
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Hsfrintf £6facBe4 on iht coriduflt of tKdfe few of die inha- 
bitants of this Ifland, who have* engaged in a confederacy, 
wantonly to oppofe, and, with a malicious and irtfamous in- 
tention, to detty arid mifreprefent every operation of go- 
vernment; We beg leave to aflure you* Excellency, that we 
hold fuch praflicesin the utmoft abhorrence and deteftation $ 
and we are much concerned that fome method has not been 
fflleri upon* t& ihfli& 4 punifliAient on them adequate to a 
crime fo rfete*ft£ble to every honeft and good citizen j but es- 
pecially oh thofe perfonsrwho have been foadive in fpreading 
the flames of difcord through this ifland, by their inflammatory 



Huntings 



It is, Sir, our prayer, our moft fervent prayer, to God, to 
concfuft you fafely through the perils of your voyage, to the 
ehjoynient of thofe felicities yojd have in profpeft, from be- 
ing once more united to your family, and from the approba- 
tion' of a wife and gracious Prince, on a juftand impartial ad- 
fftiniftfttion ; and when you have gratified thofe feelings, 
Which rife on an affe&ionate hufband and tender parent, from 
an defence of years, and received the rewards, that our Royal 
Mafter never fails to give to a faithful and juft fervant ; may 
our gracious Sovereign, in conformity to that attention' 
which he has ever (hewn to the happinefs of his fubje&s, and 
the profperity of this colony, haften your return to us, in J 
your prefent capacity ! 

May God preferve your Excellency I 

Bajjaerri, July 25, 1770. 

ON Monday laft his Honour the Chief Juftice, the Hon. 
Samuel Croolce, Efq; John Pogfon, Efq; William: 
Wharton, # £/qj Job a Julius, Efq; with feveral other gen-» 
tlemen, together with the Rev, Mr. Thomas, the Rev. Mr. 
Rshnfay, and the Rev. Mr. Huthcinfon, waited upon his 
Honour the Lieutenant General, to whom they prefented the 
following Addrefs, which was read to his Honour by the Rev* 
Mr. Hutchinfon. 

Si thi Hon, Richard Hawkftaw Lofack, Efq; Lieutenant Gc* 

nttal and Commander in Chief in and over all his MajeJlyU 

. feiwtrd Cbaribbee Ifknds in America % Chancellor ', Vice Ad- 

t , tairal> and Ordinary of the fame for the time beings &c. ifc 

WE his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the gen* 
tlemen, clergy, freeholders* merchants, and principal inha* 
bitants, of this his Majefty's ifland of St. Chriftopher, cm- 
brace the eariieft opportunity to congratulate your Honor, 

Vol. Vlll. L upon 
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upon your acceflton to the fupreme command of thefe iflamk. 
We beg leave to afliire ' your Honour, that it is with deep • 
ebneern and unfeigned forrow we view the prefeiit diftra&ed 
(fate of this once happy iflandY which, from being the moft 
eminently diftinguifhed feat of peace., univerfal harmoay, and 
good neighbourhood, is now plunged into difcord and con- 
fbfion; Permit us, Sir,. to f afliire you, that although, ai 
freemen and Britifh fubje&s, we are refolved tp oppofe tevery 
illegal attempt upon the juft rights of ©urfehres and this fo- 
ciety, we ale determined, to the utmoft of our abilities, to 
aflUt, maintain and fupport government, and all lawful au- 
thority, and, by our example, to encourage and recommend 
a due reverence and obedience to the laws of the land. 
* We fenfibly feel for the difficulties which your Honour 
muft neceffarily have to encounter with in the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs, and are well convinced of the delicate conduct 
that your Honour will be obliged to obferve in fo a&ing, as 
to accomplifli the great and benevolent defign which, apon a 
Tate occafion, you was pleafedto declare you had at heart— the 
reconciling of the divided . individuals of this once united 
people, We apprehend the prefent unhappy differences have 
arifeh from the names of the members of his Majefty's Coun- 
cil having been erafed from the feveral polls at the late elec-. 
tjons for reprefentatives. We have, with extreme concern, 
ob'ferved the progrefs of thefe differences, and the unhappy 
confequenegs that haveenfued, no lefs than confining feveral 
members of the Affembly themfelves in the common prifon, 
and rendering the reprefentation in the lower Houfe, ex- 
tremely imperfeft, even at a time when matters, to us of the 
greateft moment and importance, were determined in it,* 

We prefume not, Sir, to insinuate, that we are inverted 
with the right of deciding upon this important matter, or of 
determining in favour of either; but we are too nearly inter- 
efted in the effects, notearheftly to wifh that all divifions may 
be made to ceafe, and the antient harmony and good will to 
prevail among us. Permit us, therefore, to return to your 
Honour our moft grateful thanks for having taken the earheft 
opportunity that prefented," of publicly 'declaring that you 

> w$re 



*They mean, I fuppofe,theunjuftifiable manner in which 
the .three members were* deprived of their feats, and three 
others introduced into the Houfe. And feveral bills, which 
were brought into the Afkmbly, while the (even members 
were in confinement. 
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were aSuated by the feme inclination and defile ; and it was 
with infinite fahsfadion we heard you pledge to us your pro- 
mlfe* of exerting your beft endeavours to reconcile the con- 
tending parties. 

We cbearfully confide in your Honour's prudence and mo* 
deratfan, and doubt not but they will produce a fpeedy return 
of peace to this once happy ifland : And we beg leave to af- 
fure your Honour, that we look forward with the anxious 
but pleafing expe&ation of foon feeing no contention among 
us, but the glorious emulation of re-eftabli(hing peace, im- 
proving'the police, and providing for the credit and honour 
of the ifland,' which, at the fame time that it promotes our 
happinefs, muft render your admirilftration eafy, happy, and 
fatisfa&ory. 

Having thus gone through thefe two addrefles, and made fuch 
remarks as I thought would enable the reader to pafs an im- 
partial judgment on Mr. Woodley's adminiftration, I (hall 
conclude With this ohe obfervation. 

• No govemoj, I believe, ever left his government with 
more flattering, fulfome addrefles, than this gentleman j and 
none ever was, in my opinion, lefs qualified to govern a co- 
lony. 



7* the Epitor rf the Political Register. 
S I R, 

TO avoid, ftudioufly, the brutal indolence of a mere ani- 
mal life, by a diligent application to fome virtuous pur- 
pole, is undeniably a duty incumbent on every rational crea- 
ture. It is on this principle that I have fometimes taken up 
the pen, and ufed my feeble efforts to ferve my country in 
this way, by attempting to remove thofe clouds of prejudice 
and prepoffefliqns which have fo long ofFufquated mens 
minds, and biafled their judgments, that they cannot obfejve 
one finglc ray of effulgent fplendour in the fun of Majefty ; 
but, on the contrary, pervert and mifreprefent every gracious 
aft of the crown 4nd its fervants to the obftrudion of govern* 
jnent, and the great detriment of the ftate as a body politic. 
But as I have always confidered impartiality, as an indifpen- 
$bie obligation on every political, writer, who is not the tool 
of a party, I have as often endeavoured to convince public 
jften of the higheft denomination, that they cannot govern 
well, if they are not poffeffed of the afFe&ions of the people. 
In this manner I have occafionally amufed myfelf, alleviated 

L 2 the 
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ftepain* pf Minfififl l^tfy j and, if I 4» «©! It**** fay 
the cbnduitors of fon^e n?ws-pgp$is, tf} wh*m 4Co»vfjp4 
my effays, my wejl meant la^ouff b*v$.gjvfn fofll* fati*? 
faction to "the public* 

Tired at length, with *e periiljatye eb^ntls of tbf pub- 
lications pf the Hay, which ?re chicly fought tfttr, a»d rn4 
with avidity for the intelligence they c$gt*m of cjupmQft 
occurrences, Ni&tf3 of buiinefs, and thft chapter of accident* 
and fatalities incident to hurrwfl nature; IrefbJvcd to Ukf 
fome meafure to procure a more fapd and pqfmanfiiit (Utioa 
for my lig^t troops i and I h*4 often entertained an idea *f 
incorporating them with your rfgiment, quit was. forced ta 
over-rule the potion, on obferving, tfct you fought only o4 
one fide. Thanks to your good genius, however, I now 
perceive you have found out the abfurdity of this pra&ice, 
fnd are determined to aft offenfivcly apd defeafivcly a^itift 
all tl*e enemies of your country, whether in plact or ou*. It 
was with pleafure I remarif^d, $h*t yoi^ ogw* d the oamp^igqj 
for' the firefent year on ~ this enlarged plan* *od wtUe y«a 
Readily ^dhere to it, you will *$ver w%nt powerful el/us 
and freih recruits, off vcL^nUiri in the caufe of honour, Ufcr 
t^rity, freedom ^ni- putyis ' virtue. Tito. .cpn4u& baa d*r 
tefrriined me to Be your cowefpondent, occafionally, aq<J ft 
aflift in filling the future volumes t>f your Re^ifler^ which t 
wSk may be as durable as the bafts of our happy coftftrta* 
tion, or the records of time^ 

Whether, my \mtin%s will bo dwned an acquJfitkm toi 
your work, is a point I muft intreat you to leave to the $e- 
ciiion of your readers, as I wquld hope you ar$ tod much of 
a gentleman to puff me 6tP by impertinent hand-bills, whicli 
was my fete when 1 add? efied my fentimentp to an evening 
wiper ; and have too much honour, on the other hand, t& 
ftiflfi me. in my cradle, In a word, Sir, all I aflc of you is, t* 
fet n>e on my feet, to try if I can go without any other back* 
firing, hut public approbation. If I fall, the injury will not 
be great ; nay own preemption alone will be called in aue# 
tion, zi\& lame worthier pen may fuppty my place— pernaps . 
^ member of fihe upper dr tower Houie ; for I am toltf manV 
of them are turned writers f and, in imitation of former fimesj 
geoeroufty contribute to the information and entertainment 
Of the age, in oar periodic*! pamphlets. If 1 am not mifj* 
taken, Mr. Editor, r I have dceafionatty- faofce d two or thr<^ 
diftinguifked Commoners, and more than one Coronet un» 
icx fome of your well feigned fignatures* If it he (b, keepf 
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Mimf*l{ 9 t&*€m oftihfe "t**«*Utlwfcwilteea* 
tal, ahoy* alj, be chaft* and depart* 

The fufaje^l I dafir* jo* to prrffnt your readers fro* 
mt, for this qiojub* js treaty *& Jdiid fating * for I mak* 
it a rule, that eyample (hould afcwaya follow precept) and* 
tbtrefeit, fhough I mean fjo give a leftvrt to Kings* ye* k 
ihall be conveyed in fuch terms as ought not to o fltn d enr 
gracious Sovereign's miflJikB/rwtds. E*to Cinna f a fercaC- 
lie pap fhall not find matter here to turn, tp ridicule ^*f 
Work ihall be cut out for xpy good Loud Chief Juftke j nor 
frail t^a inodeft Attorney General haw cajtfe to lament the 
pliaus nature of hia office* which obliges the poor man, 
againft his will, Heaven know • to worry thofc harmlefi 
Iheep, printers, publiihers, and authors, who have no teeth 
19 oft, much lefs u hiu their antagonists, bat what they ^ct 
from him and his brother- in*law, the &>llicitor,^rex officio* 

From the earlioft date pf regal power* a Aiprerne degree of 
fefpeA, amounting nearly to a religious veneration, has eve{ 
eanfecrated the tide of Kings. This tribute to Majefty haa 
often been paid to very bad men while living, kit never, on* 
Ids by bafe, partial hiflorians, to any but good, princes after 
their deccafe. Nero, while living, had his adulator* ; and his 
imperfal character was deemed facred : But ,how ftands his 
name on the records of antiquity ! Is he not handed down to 
Us as an obje& of horror and deteftation, while we f$el eve* 
to this hour, after fo many centuries have elapfed, an inex* 
prcffible pkafure, ftich as always accompanies a delicate idea 
of virtue, when we meat with the names of Sefbftris, Cod* 
flia, Titus, or Trajan ! lnftanoaa might be brought nearer 
our own times, to ihew that the veneration for a good Pf inot 
aever dies, while that which duty, intereft, or fear di £katce 
to a worthlefe monarch, .ceafes with his breath, and fcaree 
accompanies lifelefs Majefty to the gr^vc. But fufficient for 
my defigo is the evidence already produced in fupport of this 
great ttuth. It has likewife been obferved, that the 190ft 
abandoned of the race of tyrants have, not been infenfiHe to 
that fame, which the fathers of their people have acquired, after 
death, hy their immortal deeds while living. To what ocher 
purpofe waa it, that they kept in pay, *nd advanced to unite 
fenred dignities, a- tribe of mercenary poets and hiftoriansi 
Since then, thislandable ambition to confecrate their name* to 
lateft poAerity, has occupied the thoughts of the worft, as 
Well as the beft of Princes.— Can it admit of a moment's 
faibt, whether thofe men are nop the greateft traitors to ^ 
King, who endeavour to *ob hirn, in bis life time, of that; 
w ' - *" - von** 
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teneratSon whidfa is due to bit facre* perfon and charader, 

and to filch from him what ought to be dearer to him than 
hid crown, ;bis gtoi name, which ihould defcend, unfullied, 
to his own pofterity, as an illuflrious pattern for imitation ; 
And to- the ehjldrens children of his fubje&s, as a lafting me- 
morial of the blefltngs enjoyed by their anceftors, under his 
aofpicious government. 

• Nofuch faithkls fubjeds furroonded the throne, nordif- 
graced the prefs, in the days of our great Elizabeth ;— her 
immortal . reputation (hall never die,— though feme foul tra- 
docers have lately ftarted up,— fome unfrocked Jefuits, — who 
have talcen great pains to teflcn the glory of that great aera, 
•to whkh the maritime power, and attentive commercial con* 
ne&iona of this kingdom owe their origin. To depreciate the 
merits of a Proteftant Princefr, is no new ftratagem in favour 
•f Popery § but invidioufty to fet iip this great Princefs as a 
mark oi^nvj and hatred, iaftead of pointing her out as an ob- 
je& of the moft laudable mulatto*, is a plan as weak as it is 
wicked. For the public chara&er of Elizabeth caAnot fail of 
exciting the .admiration and efteem of our prefent Sovereign* 
No foul libeller had the infolence to endeavour, in her time, 
to bring the perfon and cbarafler of the fppreme magiftrate 
'into contempt; neither did her minifters, by weak or odious 
sneafurcs, ferve the caufe of incendiaries, and expoft both the 
Sovereign and the itate to the contempt and derifion of foreign 
powers. 

As no greater misfortune can happen to a Prince, and to 
die people he governs, than that of having his character and 
authority generally contemned^ and his fubje&s reftrained 
from exprefllng their diflike of his adminiftration only by their 
fears or convenience \ I think it cannot but be considered as 
ailing the part of an honeft man, to point out the feveral 
ways and means by .which a Ki% may render himfelf con* 
tesnptiWe, or. be made fo, by thofe in whom he places his 
thief confidence. A fliort chapter on this important fobjed, 

. may not be .deemed impertinent or ufelefs, even on a fuppo- 
fttion that it was exprefely written for the fervice of the beft 
cf Kings ; for, humanum eft trrare is an old adage, and, after 

. all, we know that Princes are but men. No further apology, 
therefore, feems neceflary on the prefent occafion. 

Contempt of a Prince, by which is to be underftopd, a mean 
and abje& opinion entertained of the royal per/onage, and of 
his admigiftration, not only by his own fubjeds, but even 

J>y foreigners, is an effe&ual caufe of the deftru&ion of king- 
doms s or if it does nctt proceed^? far, .it creates fuch freouent 

inconvenient changes in them, as tend to the decline of arts 



and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



and fciencea* the n4gte£fc of public affairs, the ftagnation of* 
commerce, the introduction of factions, the encouragement 
of iawlefs oppreffions from the powerful and favourite party* 
and the general impoverishment of the ftate ; the internal 
tranquillity of which, being thus difturbed, fcarcely returns 
to a fixed and fettled ftate during the reign of fucn a mo- 
narch, unlefs it be long indeed ; and a change is wrought by 
fome extraordinary events in the difpofition of the Prince, 
which recovers the veneration and refpeft due to his facred 
character. For the means of public tranquility, on which 
the profperity of kingdoms depends; are delicate, becaufe 
they are expofed to a variety of accidents, the minuteft of 
which, in appearance, often occaiiona the moft fudden and vio- 
lent commotions, and they hinge on diftantcaufes, which often 
unite only at fuch dangerous periods of time, that they can* 
not operate effectually ; and, in a word, becaufe every hu- 
man inftitution, like every living creature, muft {boner or 
later fioiih its courfe. 

To preferve a ferene and chearful Iky in the political at* 
mofphere for any length of time, requires uncommon talents 
both from nature and education, in the fopreme governor 
of kingdoms^ 

If nature has, in any refpe£t, been deficient on her part, 
if the defect does not amount to abfolute mental imbecility, it 
is taken for granted, that thofe who have the care of forming 
a young Prince for a throne, will diligently repair it, by the 
flrength of ufeful erudition ; and the firft maxim it is expect- 
ed their preceptors ihould imprefs on their minds is, " That 
the love of die people is the real wealth of' Princes, and the 
fureft fafeguard agaanft public contempt." A King, wbofuc- 
ceeds to a throne that has been filled by. a predecefibr, who 
poffefled this real wealth, is in great danger of falling into 
contempt, if he permits perfons to enjoy his confidence, and 
command his royal ear, who have given his education a dif- 
ferent bias, and taught him, in his early youth, though he 
was to reign over a free people, to rely more upon the ftrength 
of his prerogative, and the corruption of the times, than on 
the hearty good will and fteady loyalty of his people \ or who 
have given nim to understand, that he may be a greater Prince, 
by a partial diftribution of dignities, lucrative employments 
and penfions amongft an ambitious, profligate race of effemi- 
nate, needy nobles and gentry, than by rewarding merit, and 
cher idling- public virtue. Should fuch bafe deceivers, how- 
ever highly born or allied, furround the throne of a monarch 
in any great nation, depending more on its extenfive com-; 

mercial 
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ttodsi crocirn*y tbt faro* of it* ftdvter an* wealthy flifcja 
<M debilitated GratkUtu wfe *i*y boldly prdnouirte, that tfeejr 
Witt food make the Prince contemptible, ?nd txpofe? him t* 
ihfultt from the meant* of his fatyefts, and to'encroacbibentt 
div the right* of .hit crown by bfc aiwbitioris neighbours. 
-The fcrftftep thenr to be take* by k prudent Prince, to 
*toid bellng mftruroental to the bringing contenhpt upon 
himUtfy JbSuH be, Id review,* with candour and great ro- 
fJeftk>h, she plan of his education \ and if bo finds that the 
enemies of hi* royal Houfe hate been recommended to him 
as W* beflr friends, that he bag been advrfed to pra£tife, un^ 
thirtkingly, a vice of the deepeft &yn % ingr*6tidi to thofe who 
rafted that femily to the imperial tfcrone.be e»joys.«If md*- 
im* hivre been inculcated which ruined feme of the antiene 
Kings of the Malm he governs ;— if he has *eeh tutored al- 
ways to oppofe th* private inrereft of hirnfelf and xfikil toot 
rfftwurkeiyto {he welfare; of his people ;-*4f he has* been 
perfuaded to injure any one of them ft* eftdtfc, Kfe,> 
or hdnoutf, by Chiming foe birth-right of one man to give it 
tw anochary for the porpofe of fupportiftg a corrapt miniftry j- 
top bmkjnw the heart of a Jhird, thtoogh ankindnefs hud s 
rude difmiffion from his fervice; or by inveigling a fourth to 
adocpt the higtieft olflfae in {he" Mean fitch terms* that he 
0uld«ol fomve the fliarrie of compliance ;**ih feie^ if he 
has lifteadd to fuob precepts as invited h?m tor innovations, 
and the <teftru<ftkm of aniibrit i»/liT**h*i and exfhmi) there is 
nd Way left tor him to infure the public tr&nqttiUify and to 
pevdhf com*JKi> no means by ;w»?ch' his reign may &v*/rtr 
potions, tart oy rftakitig a faicrifice of the ptejoifce* of edu- 
cation, and by doorhlng to perpetual bnniflmm from his hearty 
kis tounith and h|s kingdom, all'faife preceptors arid their toots 
oragents* . 

'* buiwmibkr in the laws and ufagts of a nation, as they 
change the mode of thinking and adiftg, refpedHng thole 
great articles* lif^liikrtj, *hd preperty 7 and tend to'an alter- 
ation in the very conjlitution of the country * ff tteey are intro-' 
duccd fy v tfaejfo»fcrj'and judga* under countenance and fa- 
vour of the Crown, muff infallibly retort contempt upon the 
Prince who fees, and yet fuffers them. Judges'and Courts of 
Judicature fitould execute jkfikt according to thd e*ablifced 
kws, but fhould be punifhed with death for any smii-judia*t 
proceedings in a land, " where the power of making or 
attending the law* is veftcd in other hands/' While die 
Prince delays to punifli or prohibit perverfions of the 
kws, it a manifeft he permits them, and de*jpife> the 

in- 
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injured parties, who repay him with contempt, if they go am 
farther. 

An affe&ation of coolnefs to the bnJk,of the people, bear* 
nig their complaints' with haughtiatis, affronting their depu- 
ties, rendering their accefs to him either difficult or difagree- 
able^ when they wait on him concerning important affairs, 
merely becaufe their bufmefs di/gofts his mi lifters j never fails 
to render the Prince contemptible, becaufe the people confider 
that, in his public capacity, he is no more than their fupreme 
agent. 

- Devoting his whole time to private peculations, domeftic 
(concerns, and common amufements, except fuch part only 
as the Etiquette of a Court, or the ceremonial offices of royalty, 
inCifpenfably obliges him to dedicate to the world, without 
producing one fip&le a& of government entirely his. own, 
which, by its popularity, (hould make his fubjeds rend the 
ikies with the grateful acclamations of " Long live the King," 
is a fad prognostication that a Prince is contemned. 

Effeminacy likewife produces an adminiftration fo weak and 
/eeble, that great criminals ad with impunity, and the leaders 
of fed it ion fet at nought the vengeance of a King. No Prince 
cap preferve the refpedt 'due to his authority, after he has failed 
in the profecution and punifhment of an infolent, mean fub- 
je&. He can never be valued, who holds the fword of juftice 
in vain ; and furely a Prince, may be faid to hold it in vain, 
.when he has not authority either to effect the banishment of a 
wretch who is a difgrace to fociety, nor to punifh thofe who 
.advifed him to puriue a feeble and humiliating refentment 
againft fuch a wortblefs being. 

Puftllammity is the laft deleft I (hall mention in a Prince's 
conduit, which fubje&s him to the contempt of his fubje£ts<. ' 
From this weaknefs in the royal breaft, fprings irrefotution y 
overturning in one hour what was determined on in the laft, 
.and being pleafed and dtfpleafed almoft in a breath ; neither is 
ihcfaiuur valued* nor the anger dreaded of fuch a Prince ; 
fo that with this inconftant frame of mind, he can neither 
.fix a friend* nor terrify a foe* Exorbitant power and autho- 
rity will arife out of this imprudence j and well may the 
Prince be defpifed when he difpofes of nothing, and is divert- 
ed of all but the name of a Sovereign ; for, in reality, the 
•dignity and Majefty of the Prince is eclipfed in proportion to 
: the growth of the authority and power of a fubjedt, whether 
• he l>e a Grand Vizier, or a Firft Lord of the Treafury. 
< Thefe are the means, by which Kings degrade themfelvss, 
and lofe that veneration which is due to the Vicegeretu*/>f 
Heaven j for fuch are all fupreme magiftrates, who ftudy the 
tot. VI{I. . ^ true 
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♦roe .end of government, the happmeft, IronQur, aqd peacer 
of thofe innumerable millions of the Deity's children, entruffc- 
td to their caTe and prote&ion. ' ~ 

- It is a melancholy reflexion to throw in here, but as it, is. 
* juft one, it ought not to be omitted, " That when once, a 
Prince has incurred the people's diflike, all that he does, be 
it Well or ill done, from that .inftant turns to his difadvarw 
tage, becaufe his fubje&s are prejudiced againft him.'' This 
alone (bould be fufficientto make Princes guard, againft fil- 
ing into the firft ftage of contempt ; and if he ever reads the 
produ&ions of the pfefs, or goes frequently abroad, he can- 
not miftake his fituation in this refpedl ; for the chearful, 
hearty applaufe of the lowed well-meaning fubjeit, though 
he exprefies his content only by throwing up his greafy <ap 
into the air, when the Sovereign pafles by, is not to be def- 
pifed \ nor will any but traitors attempt to perfuade a King to 
'be at eafe, under the lofs of thefe external marks of the glory 
of his reign. 

It is from an Italian Treatife on the Caufes of Revolutions 
in Kingdoms, written by the Baron Ottavio Samrnarco,' that 
I have borrowed the observation, " that; contempt is one of the 
caufes which has frequently produced the greateft changes m 
•the forms of government, and- more in monarchical than any 
other/' The reafon is obvious, bec.au fe the people who fiib- 
jnit t6 be governed by one man, very often look for more 
•perfe&ion in him than it is poffible for any one man to pof- 
♦fefs ; and are fo greatly difappginted in their expectations when 
: theother extreme proves to be the cafe ; and lefs is to be expect- 
ed from the abilities of the Prince, than from the ordinary judg- 
ment and discretion of a common man, that they grow impa- 
tient of all reftraint, and very unwillingly pay the tribute of 
obedience and refpe& to one whom they deem their inferior in 
.point of underftanding: Hence proceed murmurs, feditious 
difcourfes, arid popular aflemblies, in which the admin iftra- 
tion df a weak Prince is boldly and- freely arraigned. This 
•is the firft ftage of contempt in government $ and if thePrinoe 
is well advifed, it will ftop here by a change in his conduct; 
-as refped and. veneration maybe recovered in this ftage of 
our political difeafe; for a good fubjeel foon- returns to the 
duty he owes his Prince, when the c&ufe is ■ removed which 
cooled his loyalty. Many inftances from hiftory furniih our 
author with ample tcftimonials in proof of his niaxitp 5 it 
would be tedious to recite them, and altogether needtefs, be- 
Caufe it is impofflble to turn ovcr^he^aainBls''bf any country, 
without being convinced that. he i» right* • <• * 

.• • ^ . . . ,». ,.-,. ..^ . vpte 
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The degrees or Rages of contempt- fliouM be the next ob« 
je& ojFa PrinceVmoft ferious consideration. We muft ob- 
ierve, that it is not every degree which creates change ; — that 
ojilycan produce revolutions in kingdoms which has entirely 
defaced obedience and fear, and is arrived to excels. The 
fymptoms of this laft ftage of the di {temper cannot be too well 
known by able politicians, ! whofe bufioefs it is to adminifter, in 
time, fuch alterative medicines as may prevent this fatal crifis. 
The prbgrefs' towards it will be in proportion to the number 
and weight of the caufes that concur to produce it. Some of 
thefe it is my duty to point out. 

When the Prince and the people begin to offer each other, 
mutual and open injuries. 

•' When he employ* Minifters and Courtiers of {hallow un- 
derstandings and ruined fortunes. 

• When his public fervants are uhnrerfally defpifed at home 
and abroad, and- their orders ridiculed, becaufe they are, con- 
tradictory arid inefficient ; and their negociations are flight- 
ed and evaded by foreign -Princefc; becaufe they are trifling or 
Venal, and carry with them no wcjght of perfonal influence. 

When a notion is entertained by mankind of his Want of 
courage or power to refent injuries, or not punifhing with alerf- 
liefe j for this gives foreigners* a mean opinion of the ftate. he 
governs. * ' . v 

'When He endeavours to root out any abufe in his kingf- 
dom,* and fails in it. -*•'.♦ 

When men of the greateft abilities anfd integrity refofe the 
higher offices of the ftate. * 

All thefe circumftahces denote, that the fever of difaffco- 
tion encreafes; and that the ftage of the drforder, which 
changes contempt into hatred, is faft approaching. In* this 
fituation of things, it is high time to employ the moft flcilful 
phyficians, not thofe who have the greateft name. Merit m 
this cafe muft often be fought for in obfeurity. Promotion 
to the great office of healing the diftempered ftate, muft not 
[ go by favour and affection, but by -found judgment and inte- 
grity of manners. 

Here your correfpondent chufes to elbfe the fcene,. leaving 
to the difcretion of Princes and ftatefmen to determine- when 
their adminiftratiort labours under fuch fymptoms of contempt 
as may fpeedily* degenerate to hate ; devoutly praying, that 
the Almighty; under whofe nile and governance are the hearts 
of aU'KLings, may difjtofe and turn them as it fecmeth belt to 
his godly wifdom ; and left any one fliould form invidious re- 
flections from this eflay on the powers in being, I beg leave to 
conclude with an extract or two from the hiftory of die reigns 
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, of Charle* the Second *»4 J^mes the Second ; the porufai-of 
Which furnifhed me with the blan of my paper. : 

A. D. 1684. «« In the midft of aii thefe triumphs of ill-ac- * 
quired power, Charles fecretiy languilhed beneath the eon- 
fcious guilt of being the oppreflbr ' of a free and generous 
people $ he had been put upon meafures, he had yielded to . 
counfcls that his own heart told him were not confluent with 
his honour or the welfare of his people j by nature formed of 
a gentle difpofition, he had fuffered -arbitrary and even cruel 
proceedings, to.rece*iv£ the ftamp of his royal authority, he 
faw, but he faw too late, that while he compelled his fub- 
je#s tp fubmit to his defies through fear, he had loft the 
fineft hojd a Monarch cim have'over the millions fubje&ei tQ 
his dominion, the maftery over their hearts * and if we may 
believe thofc moft converfant about the Court at this timc^h^ 
begaf) to form a, defign of altering hi$< conduct of throwing 
himfelf upon his people ; in the mean time, hpwever, his mi£ 
taken maxims of domeftic government had Jikewile influenced 
his cottduS in regard to foreign affairs j for while he was in- 
teruoq rendering himfelf abfolute at hpme, .he had foifered 
the French Monarch aimoft to enflavethc reft of Europe/V 
. A, D. 1685. " This parliament had, jever fince its sxiftj 
##99> ftewed the greateft approbation pf the do#ritte.cf pat- 
five obedience and non refiftahce, and given fignalwogfs of its 
Attachment to the King^ perfon * it-had, ejicreafcS his aaaua) 
revenue, and made "it perpetual. Was it probable then, thjit 
jz pa/l.iament, fo generous and complying* would have made 
any difficulty of letting alide fuch'a trifling law as the 2{/2- 
*#? Thus James thought, but he found himfelf miftaken. 
This pliant, this fubmifftve parliament, ftill remembered 
there was fuch a thing as liberty entailed on die people; of this 
; Jiappy land j and that they were fworn confervators of that ij*- 
cftimable treafure, in behalf of the people/' 
.. A< D. j686. " And now the King., having- jiew-modelkd 
his council and the bench of Juftices* it was necefiary, in 
1 the next place, to ftrifce fome ftroke that might imprefe the 
Diinds of the people with a notion of the legality 01 the dif- 
peiifthg power in the Sovereign. For this purppfe one Go4~ 
win, a coachman to Sir Edward Hales, a gentleman who, pa 
pleafe the Court, had changed his xeligion, was tjefired to 
bring an a<Stjon againft his mafter, for exercifing the office of 
Governor of Dover Caftle, not having qualified bimfclf by 
taking the teft; This caufe was heard with great fo&mnity 
before the Judges, Sir Edward pleaded the King's difymfm$ 
power f when, after abundance : of learned arguments on both 
fides, the Judges, as had beca preconcerted, .gave it as their 
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opinion, u That the dirpeniiog power.wat a prerogative in-*, 
feparable from the Kings of England." But both they and, 
the King incurred the (Contempt of the whole nation ; an4 
the fences of the .conftitution . being broken down one after, 
another, by this Prince, who was impatient of cbntroul, and- 
diftingoi&ed for obftinacy, which court-fycophants are ever 
ready *o dignify with the namp of conftancy ; — the contempt 
of his authority, which was manifefted in the behaviour of 
the foldiers, when the bUhops were fent to the Tower, by 
their very guards kneeling to them for a hteffing, and curling 
him for his tyranny, and by his whole caroo laying xlown 
their arms, when he juropofed to repeaLtbe teft, was convert^ 
ed die next year into a national odium* Such was the fitua- 
tion-e-f affairs, when the xityotu now; fully convinced of thf 
King's defigns, began rn earnest to think of means for pre- 
ferving their religion, and liberties from being utterly deftroyl 
ed ; and many perfans -of eminence and intcreft in the king r 
4©m, as well clergy &$ laity ,jwho had gone very great lengths 
ia fttppartof the kingljf aqtharitv, thought it was better to re- 
trait their do£trine?of npn-*refiftancc and paflive-obedience, 
thae bring their country .to the brinjpof ruin by an bbftinate 
adherence to it; aad entered into a ftrift union with the non- 
co^fcrroifts, for their mutual fecurity, and to take meafures ' 
/or inviting over, the Prince of Orange, in order to put. huh 
at the head of the party againft the King-' To this aflbcia- 
tion, and to the blind infatuation of ja/nes, who followed 
-the advice of Jin fHt& frimd$, (riot . of the v moderate men of his 
council, though of hi3 own religion and party, who warned 
him of bis danger when he was in the firft ftajje of contempt) 
we owe the bleffings of the glorious Revolution, which has 
pytric out of the power of any Prince totally to fubvert the 
coutftitufion, but has left him authority fufficient to render his 
people ^happy or unhappy under his adminiftratipn ; and to 
inake rtis reign giorjpus, or involve himfelf in fucceflive toils 
and difquiets, if not $p haplefs ruim 
, Godprofper long our. noble King, 

Ourlives and iafetics all— 

' • pEClUS. ' 
ParUmtnt-StrMy 7**. i8, J77U 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER, 
Tfa End fir which the Jtfkits wtre drivm from Pbpijh Countries* 

IT i* notorious, that the expulfion of the Jefuits from Po- • 
pHb countries^ has oecanoned much fpeculation; ^nd 

. • many 

• Dig 



l$ifey conje&urei fcafeTieen made about ih* rtafenl, * or fui| s 
*iew, of that expuffion.: For my own part, I have long 'been 
<rf opinion, that it isV'tn fad, the fundamental of a great 
rtan, /xMicerted Ifetweeii the Than*,- tfoo frimum mobile irf 
Britannia's police,- "ami the Popifh Prirfcfcs on the continent, 
ui order the more effeAually to corrupt and fubdue a Protef- 
t^tnt people, and bring 1 them back 3nt0 : the bofom of the 
church. • : " \. 

v I Will offer fope few obfervations, vtfhich feem to counte- 
nance the conje&iire ;— from the late peace, which was a 
ihoft fignificative commitment paid to the Popifh powers, at 
the expenee of our honour and fafety,— • the allowing France 
,. to take Corfica, — the countenance given to Popery in Ca- 
fcada, Grenada, and JTova Scotia,— the impolitic treatment 
of our Proteftant colonies in North-Aiflerica jr— from thege* 
neral employment of. Scotch Jacob jte# s(tid private Papifts in 
jplaces of power and tnift ;~tfceconruv*rice given to Papifts in 
their multiplying MaTs-houfa* and iemitraries of education j— 
'our fuperior cfergy giving tfiern the preference to Profteftant 
'pjffenters, witriete the laft vifitation oPthe B— — of N— -S 
>nd the pen of a late A. Bifhop ( j-r^the efforts making wef- 
{ablifh a defpotifm,^anA the argument openly ufed by PopMh 
'apologifts, fbr* farther; an unlimited toleration, becaufe"V>f 
'their peopleheirig 'better difpofed for non-refiftance and pat* 
■ five obedience 1 ; — frdrcvthe contempt caft on all- the petkiorts 
"and remonftraitces of the people y — from the late firing of the 
, arfenafat Portfmoufh ;-**and the manner of discharging the 
ifopiih officer, who had been taking the foundings of the two 
'harbours' at Plymouth, £cc; — from the abfolute power which 
' t;he Premier has ob tamed over the two Houfes, in virtue of 
places and penfions \ and from the ability which both France 
and Spain has, in conference, acquired* of (pitting ili the 
- .' face of Britannia; from the arbitrary Star-chamber proceed- 
ings in our Courts of Judicature^— *from the mortal ftabs 
given to the liberty of the prefs, and the power of Juries ; 
— frt>m the wanton murders of Protcftfcnts ;— and the pardon 
and penlioning of Popift aflaffins ;— -from the flagrant irre- 
llgion of our great, and their open debaucheries ;— -and from 
our magistrates permitting, and our nobility" encouraging 
""houfes of gallantry and gaming, to the utter ruin of all de- 
cency and virtuous principle j^— from *U attempts to remove 
.,an impofing fpirit of the church,, being trampled upon by the^ 
prelacy ; and a reforming fcheme treated with indignation ;" 
. . • , *■ . —from 

' '„, i. — ...... — ■-■■ ■»« ■■ ■■ ■ « ■- i wiiti m ■ ■ !■— i hj i |i i n « 
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\ In his anfwer to Dr. Mayhew. 
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—from tbeVigb opinidn his Holinefs has o£ our a : ■ ■ nl 
Thcfe are fome of the reafons why I come&ure what ratift. 
have been the fundamental, ..political ceafon for the Jefutts 
expuliion; they are now to merit an eftabliflimeht of their » 
diabolical invitation, by their fuccefs in perverting a ProteC- . 
tant nation. . » > i 

CONJECTURE, . 



For the POLITICAL REGISTER. .; 

Political and commercial Remarks on the Conferences of 
* High Duties > arid the Benefit of a different Modi of Taxa* 

Hon conftdered. ' % 

IT is paft a doubt the exigencies of ftate muft be provided 
for when the fafety of the peopfe makes it neceflary ; and 
it is alfd paft a doubt, that the neceflary prote&ion can-* 
not T>e admihiftered without the means, which, under Pro* 
vidence, are a fufficient force by fea and land, which, prOr 

f>erly employed,, and wifely direSed, may be rationally con* 
idered as a bulwark to the fafety of the ftate, and confequent- 
ly to the manifold liberties and bleffings of the people in this 
might-be happy ifland. Great Britain. This neceflary fore* 
by fea and land cannot be maintained without very great e£* 
pence, which muft of neceflity be fupported by very great re«^ 
venues; therefore ar6 great revenues arifing from the people 
lb receiving the moft valuable con fide rat ion, abfolutely necef* 
fary. But then the grand controverfy, and which the fafetjf 
of the ftate, and the people, make very neceflary to be wifely 
conftdered, and happily determined, is to demonftrate the 
wifeft mode or modes of raifing fuch revenue in fuch form an4 
manner as to confequentially become moft confident with the 
[true well being of the fubjeit in general, or by fuch method^ 
as are in their nature and confequences leaft liable to.derive 
injuftice, hardfliip, cruelty, or anti-commercial principles to 
the fubje&sl The reverfe of tfhich laft nature are evidently 
very high duties on trie importation of commodities eafily 
portable; fuch as tea, brandy, &c. .which, when legally im- 
ported, and attended with the accumulated high duties, be- 
come fo high-priced to the confumer, that, there becomes, iji 
'confe'quepce, too ftrong'a temptation among bad, unprinci- 
pled fubje£U, td fmuggle fuch and fuch-Jike portable articled, 
or. to buy them of. Smugglers? fo|do the high duties become, 
ir$ v eflei3," partial and unrighteQus> too much putting it in 
' • • • ' ' * • . the 
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the power of uncfonfctentiout and bad ftibje&i to undcrfell 
and ruin the fair trader, and beft of fubjeds ; an inglorious 
and ruinous retribution of rewards, oppofite to the principles 
of juftioe and reafon, and therefore not fit to be exerciied, 
except in fomefew cafes where the commercial and moral in- 
tereft of the fubje& may nydce a prohibition neceilary. But 
even in fiich c*fes, unlefs a fufEcient number of cutters and 
armed veflels areconftantlyemployed to fcour the Teas around, 
MiA keep them clear 5ffmuggling veflels, it works great hard- 
ship, and a fort of injuftice to the. fair trader, and which 
ought to be guarded againft. And, by the way, a large, fuf- 
ficient number of cutter^, floops, and armed veflelr, would be 
a good means of keeping up a large number. of exercHed fea- 
men for the King's uie when need requires. But, after all, 
excepting fuch articles, the importation whereof is agarnft Che 
principles of our own manufactures and .commerce, it is. much 
to be defired by the candid and intelligent honeft man, that the 
exercife of their fovereign power, refpe&ing vaifinga revenue 
fev taxation, would ever keep In view the true intereft of the 
ifritifh manufactures and commerce, and the eafe of the podr 
inanufa&urers ; fo that they, by buying the neceflaries or life 
cheap, may afford to work cheap, and thereby prevent in feme 
ineafure, our being undermined and underfold by our natural 
rivals and enemies the French, at foreign markets 5 and, -in 
lieu of the hitherto too much pradtifed qiethod of taking the 
neceflaries of life, which the poor cannot do without, in or- 
der to raifc the funds to borrow money on, and pay dividends', 
or intereft thereof, by fuch means fupporting wars, until 
during this century, and lbme few years of the laft, the 
public are beebme mdeh more than one hundred and thirty 
millions in debt to the lenders or their affigns j and by which 
means the poor manufacturers pay in the price a conuderable 
fax in beer, ale, coals, foap, candles, &c. &c. and which 
has been fo magnified from time to time, that it is high time 
to put a final Sop , to it, by wifely and honeftly adopting a 
new plan of following property wherever it is found in the 
King's dominions, by laying taxes on all real and perfonal 
tftates, honeftly aflefled as near as may be. This mode, 
wifely, adopted, and regulated with prudence* may fave the 
ftate and public credit, and adminifter much comfort to fair 
commerce, and to the poor manufacturers alfo, who are truly, 
consequentially, the riches of the nation, or fource thereof, 
'and mould, as well from policy as charity, be tenderly re- 
garded, and prudently encouraged. ' 
* AMOR PATRIAE, 
Grvcnbufcb-JIrtes, Jan. 7, X77W : • • 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



4nBJfee* public Defimativk j iri which a niva Pvmfimtht it 
prnpofodfir that Vict* 

*!p4!KRE art punllbments wifely annexed to the comnilfV 
" 1 lion of ahiioll: every crime that can hurt fociety, QLtspi 
lVitfG. This, wbeh it is pra&tfed againft the public, W 
fuffefrcdf tb efcape with abfolute rmpunity. A man may ln-i 
Vertt and propagate firtflfeods of the moft dangerous nature, 
wfiiclr te^rid to create fears and jealoufits in the minds of 1 the 
people, and to Tap the foundation of public credit, without 
Saving either his honour or integrity tailed in qudftion : 
wfereas, in private life, if a perfbn 5e found guilty of tilling 
a fit* he is ifntnediatdy looked upon in the lowed light, and 
tfeaterf With every rnark of contempt and indignity. I couli 
Wife fotrie adequate ^uniftimenr. Were found out to reftrairt 
tfce.pra6tice of public lying, Which is becorne notorioufly 
cOmnlofi and epidemical. It is the cuftom ih Turky When i 
ftiah is the author of any flagrarit falflioods, to blacken die 
Whole front 6f his houte, even though the lie* he tells bet 
fuci as may become an embaffador, whoft bufiriefi it is, ac- 
cording to Sif Henry Wotton's pafitiom, u lie fit the 1 good of 
his cbuntrj- NoW I would not be to rigid as td punlfli every 
irtnoccnt fiftiort With feverity ; but I think it highly nece& 
fary to fet a mark upon thole who are detected in fpreadirig 
falflioods, that -may prejudice the, government, or mtflead the 
minds of the people. 1 could like that the habitations of all 
fuch perfons as are dete&ed in forgeries, detrimental to the 
public inteteft, were diftinguilhed after the Turkifh fa(bion, 
py way of .warning rhfenkind how they give eredft to them ; 
hie niger eft. Were fuch a method as this put in practice, 
Wia* a ftrange chequered place would this rhstfopolis Ap- 
pear ! It Would be all patched up like a piece -of Mofaic work/ 
or a chefsrboard ; and if a ftranger were to enquire where* 
Quidbu* Fleftrin *, Malagrida, or* any other of our worthy 
patriots lives, the direction would be precife,— at thejhird or 
fcurth M*ck houfe* on the left hand. 

I rfm afrarc that fome- objections may be urged againft this 
icheote. or mine; fuch a^, that in the. bowels of the city, 
.where the worthy liverymen, Jews, brokers, and ftbek-job- 
,bers neftde, wha(e parilhes would be in mourning, and feverai 
Greets darkened from one end to the other : and in the coun- 
try tWe pretty, white, fnug, clean, trim boxes, that now 
catch add dazzle the eye ot the paffenger, Would put on a 
funeral afpect, and many of them look like dark-lanthoms. 

* . . • t K < ' . 

mmmmmmtm*m—~~ ' "" 1 i n i- i ■ ' i — i i " ' • • "■ 

* Lord Ch— m. 
VoLVHI. N Eut 
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But thefe obje&ions are of a trivial nature when weighed in 
the balance againft the good of the community, whicji is im- 
mediately concerned in a mark being put upon fuch as lie, 
not like an ambaffador for the. intereft of their country* but 
for their own private pleafure or emolument. I could for- 
give that crazy rogue Quinbus Fleftrin all the legion of lies 
that he has invented, if I could perfuade myfelf that he has 
one fingle fpark of public virtue in his bofom. But it is 
plain that all there is cold as monumental alabafter $ and the 
faUhoods which he is daily publifhing, are created w th no 
other view but to impede government, to diftrefs the iminif- 
ter, tomiflead the credulous, alarm the fimple, and encou- 
rage the factious and turbulent to a<5ts of riot and fedition. 
By fuch honourable means as thefe he hopes to force his way 
into power ; for which reafon I would have a mark put upon 
his houfe, and think it ought to be japanned a deep black, 
from the top of the chimnies to the bottom of the cellar. 
This would be productive of a double utility : it would be a 
caution to the moft Ample and ignorant not to believe a fingle 
fyllable that he utters 5 and a direction to thofc who are in 
want of a lie or two, to ftrve any particular purpofe, where 
they may be fupplied. It would not be amifs neither, if a 
board was to,be put up over his door, with fome fuch inscrip- 
tion as the following : 

LIES PERFORMED HERE, 

Of all Sorts and Sizes. 

By Quinbus Flestrin, Undertaker. 

He might have hand-bills likewife publifhed, wijh the 

prices affixed to the feveral commodities that he deals in. 

Thus, • £. s. d. 

An impudent lie againft our good king — o o I 

* A dozen of ditto againft the princefs dowager o o i i 

Againft Lord North .— — — o p a 

A probable lie for the Alley — ■ — 50 o o 

This laft kind of lie ought to bear a good price, as it may 
be turned to a good account'; whereas I believe the three 
former forts will never turn out to any account at all. It 
may confift of a Suggeftion that Gibraltar or Jamaica are ta- 
ken, or of an Affirmation that a blow has been already ftruck; 
or laftly, of a Prognostication that a momentous and alarm- 
ing event will happen before the fecortd of February 
nexf. You may obferve, Sir, that the' prices 6f "theft 

feveral 
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feveral Torts of lies, as I have fet them down f are dog-cheap ; 
and tbey ought to be fo for<hyo plain reafons ; one is, that 
being manufactured by Qu^n^s Fleftrin, they are not of 
prime quality 5 and the other, that he has a large flock of 
them ready made upon his hands, and they will be good for 
nothing, if they are not immediately difpofed of. 
I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 

PANURGE. 

• # * Therein of true humour contained in this ejay, intitledit to our 
mtice, and nut Ukewi/e infert it as a caution to political writers in tho 
oppo&ion not to deviate from truth ; that they may not he txfofed to 
jutb. ridicule* 



A Familiar EPISTLE to the PREMIER. 

LET me, N— — , thy fortune greet, 
Brought up at the fay'ritc's feet $ 
Without toiling who can fee, 
Premier, ftxch a thing as t£ee I 

Faithful copy of thy matter, 
Whom the nation's dire difafter 
Gave for pedant to its King, 
Sure difgrace on him to bring, 
With fo damn'd a ftupid train - 
As muft foully cloud his reign ! 
At this moinent, thou, B-rte's creature, 
Tak'ft him off in every feature, 
Not forgetting bis grimace, 
Of a fojemn, bufy face j 
Like him futile, vain and dull, 
Yet of felf-opinion full : 
Cold to honour, cold to fpirit, 
Worfe than only cold to merit ; 
Poor of head, and poor of heart, 
Playing feurvily thy part ; 
Infolent, at once, and mean 

Slices ne'er afander feen :) 
n the luft of lucre; bent, 
On Thy holding polls intent, 
While their worth thou'rt pleas'd to rate 
By the profit they create, 

N 2 Charming 
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Charming fure the {hotjght tp jhee, 
T ho* ? twfere in a cjiurch. to be* '' 
Counting o'er* with ferrous fcpf^ ? 
Splendid (hillings, pounds, and pence, 
Jingle ! Jingfe f Harjc ! ^he founds, 
Sweet of fhillings, pence, apd pounds ! 
Creature born ror Jove of pelf, 
Tajring care of little felfl 
With thy avarice at ftrife] 
IKdflrthou ever in thy life, 
Let the ^qyr q{ he^-feh WQrtll 
Call 04* gcnVqi^s *£Uon, t$rt;h ? 
% ! Rnft ftqu H9dm% 9*tf HWfe 
Though 'twere but a fingle fparfc, 
Of that genius for affairs 
Which fticcefs for them prepares? 
Qr i& thy. vocation aughf 
But thy paffion for a gtoat i ' 

Who Cf n, ait thy leyp^ ^a*u^ 
And not fmoke $y {fyruj $f itat& ? 
Shuffling, do^lgi^, here ?l aijd Uwe 
Aping nill thy matter's air r 
Sometimes looking big a^ tyxtik 
As if Jove himfoif tlxoii'o^; fcuff 5 
Then colloguing, fi*wain$> piwi^i 
Counting finei.tJns n^ufows, ttiffj^^ 
What a fet of f ftp ipw a^flfcs 
Muft they t*e,on wWa tfri^Baifo ? 

Thou a n^fter ! foj; (bara*! 
Canft thou ever bops faiir fa^^ ? 
By vile dunces thus ijQgrQfe*dj, 
Whomthou>t jo^ftc 

For fupporters 
Vermin who tj 
Who difgrajce 
Of its enenvps. 
Fitter for the v 
In a nation's ft 
Than to prop 
Or retard its h 
While thefe re foimf 

As muft loyalt 
Intercept *ach 
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J#45rf50|trtw*i|tdhoi!icfi • - 
And when fpurgall'd, wince and flounce, 
B»t with alt thy JMffeConctk - 
And thy OTOgfttctco rmd cec , 
C?n thy Superficial bluftcr 
E'er for eloquence pafs rnuftes J 
Or thy goargle-cye and ftarc, 
With thy brow of bronze o'erbear, 
Such ay, judging rightly, Will 
At thy nonfenfe laugh their filli < 

WM prpviaeialjy thou prafeft» 
Aod the fchenies of taxes ftateft. 
Holding 'forth on wayt and menr % 
How muft thofe behind the fceries, 
Who thy prompter Mungo know. 
Laugh at all this borrowed ftow, 
Aroma flock, at befc, but flwfttov, 
Only £t for theo to fwaftow, 
Or throw duft in people's eyes, 
Underftandings of a nye* 
For admiring parts like thine j 
Of their judgment no great figtt ? 

I^t*yw^h#dtetrtartbo«I; 
How t)K>*ibfely rot'ft tkemtft, 
Though weU kmm tfebey that cww> 
Who thro' B^tetteirfavout drew, 
An<| wha keeping to this, hour* 
The depofit of his powV, 
While thus fadly ffill the fame, 
Of fair Flrmnefi give the name, 
V* that efcaos which prolong* 
Both their king and country a wrongs: 
jfc* whaler thy wtctWfae** 
Ttofe wh^Braiff thee, may ©ppofe, 
Tq. trie's Eght, that friendly guide 
Which thofe night-birds can't abide* 
The more knowing ones in thee 
Muft con join'd two creatures fee, 
1 Mixture ftrangr of bird and bratr, 
Mango's parrot, ape of B~*tCt 



** 
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POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

WEDNESDAY, Jan. a, came on at the Palace of Holy- 
rood-Houfe, Edinburgh, the eleAioa of one of the fix- 
teen parliamentary Peers for Scotland, in the room of the late 
Duke of Argyle, when the following noblemen gave their votes': 

For the Earl of Stair. Prefent. Earls of Dalhoufie, Leven, 
Northefk, Dundonafd, Stair, Rofeberry, Glafgow, Lord* 
Borthwick, Lindores, Colvil, Napier. 

Signed Lifts. Duke of A*thol. Earls of Rothes, Errol, Cat 
fils, Abercorn, Louion, Dumfries, Lauderdale, March, March- 
mount, Portmore, Beloraine, Vifcount Arbuthnot^ Lords 
Forbes, Bamff, Rolld, Newark, f 

For the Earl of Breadalbane. Prefent. Duke of Buccleugfc* 
Marquis of TweedaUu Earls of Crawford, Buchan, Glencairn, 
Eglingtoun, Moray, Home, Kelly, Haddington, Elgin, Sel- 
kirk, Aboyn, Breadalbane, Hyndford, Lords Elphinflon, Eli* 
tank. 

Signed Lift. Earl of Hopeton. 

For Earl of Dyfart. Signed lift. Duke of Gordon, Earl of 
Stair, Earl of Breadalbane. 

Protefts were taken againft fome'of the £gnpd lifts as illegal, 
the name of the peer, voted for being filled up in a different 
hand from the reft of the writing ; particularly one nobleman oft 
fered to prove, that the name in one of the lifts, which came 
from a remote part of the country, was only filled up on the day 
of election. After the Earl of Stair was declared to be elected, 
the Earl of Selkirk entered a proteft (which was next day given 
in to the clerks in writing), to which rooft of the noblemen, wh* 
voted for the Earl of Breadalbane, adhered. 

It is remarkable, that* no fuch fpirit has broke forth from the 
Peers of Scotland, fince the time of the great John Duke of Ar- 
gyle and Greenwich, and that it has revived on occa&on of chu* 
£ng a fucceflbr tb the late John Duke Of Argyle, a Campbell too, 
being the patriotic candidate ; it is impoffible for me to do juftke to 
the noble conduct of thofe Peers, who, upon,; this occafion, flood 

■ III! ■ ■■** f M l Mil 1 m I ■ I I I I I Ml I — 

^t Lord Newark was protefted againft, as having no right ta 
*tlk honours of Newark. 
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up for tie honour and independency of their order in particular, 
and for the principles of the Britiih constitution in general, in 
opposition to mini&erial influence.' His Grace the Duke of 
Buccleugh fhewed himfelf a worthy graodfon of the great fan 
Duke of Argyle ; and we may venture to foretell, that tins young 
nobleman has now endeared himfelf to his country, and fairly en- 
tered upon a field of glory, in which he will appear with a luftrej 
becoming his princely fortune, and illuftrious rank. - '' *' 

The Earl of Selkirk acquitted himfelf with uncommon fprrit* 
Of the very £rft nobility, Douglas and Hamilton, He difphyed 
the fentiments of that true dignity which fuch blood infpires. 
11 He well obferved, that circular letters being written by 'the 
miniftry to the Peers of Scotland, in the view of an ele&ion, in 
whatever terms they might be conceived, and whether uriderftoott 
as folicitations or as commands, were illegal and untonftitutibrial. 
That upon this occafion, no lefs than two minifters had written 
fuch letters (my Lord North and my Lord Sandwich) that the ge- 
neral objection lay againft both of them. But as to my Lord 
North in particular, what had a Commoner to do with the elec- 
tion of Peers £ Tfcat the legiflature had wifely prohibited Peers 
from interfering in the election of Commoners; and furely the 
former was as improper as the latter, elpecially when that Com- 
moner was firft Minifter." 

The Duke of Buccleugh feconded Lord Selkirk's proteft. " I 
think, faid his Grace, the interference of miniftry, in the elec- 
tion of the Peers of Scotland, is not only unconditional, but it 
a high affront to us. When I come here to give my voice in the 
ele&on of one of our reprefentatives, I confidermyiclf as a jadgq. 
I am going to give my voice in the ele&ipn of one of the fupreme 
judges of Great Britain; and I look upon felicitation in fuch a 
cafe, to be the fame as foliciting a Judge. Thefe circular letters 
are therefore a high aftont to us ; and for my own part I do. de- 
clare, that if ever I receive another fuch circular letter, if I can 
guefsatits contents, I will put it into the fire unopened. •'-* 
.This noble indignation warmed the hearts of every fpirited 
■hearer. 
, . Lord Elibank ha» alfo gained much hpnour by his ffirited be- 

hav»ur on this^ocafion. 

, , - Edinburgh, 
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I DUNBAR, Earl of Selkirk* do prate* agate* the Ea#l rf 
Atair'* being returned on* df thenieteenPeeet ftr Scotland; fatnaaae 
Cht Hfiajftert of Stale itavorcontrery t» the rights of At coaftkto- 
lien, uftd endue influence relative to tkiseleftxtoy by writing 
circular letters to the Septs Peer*, in fupport of (he Ear} of Stair * 
fading thefc letters friHn thtrSeuretflry of Soger* ofice to Edin- 
burgh, thence transmitted to all part* of, Scotland by express § 
taarehy attempting to intimidate all who have dependence on the 
favours of admini*ration> from giving their rote* in that unbind 
fed manner which is efieatial to the exiftence of liberty and pur 
free conititution* For although thefe letters-may be oouched i& 
aerms apparently incuTenfive^and evafive of their real and cuTeatial 
gleaning, yet there it no man of common: ienfe but underhand* 
the inten ti on ; and therefore, I think it is the duty of thofe who 
wi&.forthe prefervation of the independence of the Scots Peers, 
to oppofe all fuch illegal,and unconftitutional attempts. And*, af- 
though the Peers who have voted for the Earl of Stalr f may nave 
ftri&ly followed their own inclinations and opinions, dpon this 
©ccafion,.againit none of whom, nor again ft the fiar! 6f Staff, it 
fhere^iny pprfoitalafperfibn whatever hereby irit*end€d; yet f dd 
protefl for myfelf, and for fnofe who (half adhere td this my pro* 
teft, that the election in his favour is' rendered void and fluff, and 
therefore that the Earl of Breadalbane is duly ele&eet on* repflh 
tentative, and ought to betemrned accOwfitigfy. 

(Signed) SELfctRfc. * 

And the following nobfenten adhtei*"*Buc<<taJgftf iVeedalev 
Wadding ton, ffuchau, Hyndfbrd, Gfencmrn, AbOfne, Engint 
and Kmcardrn, Monty, Eglintetar, ElphinftbW, and Stioank* . 

ft was e*pe€ted staff L$fd Btfbante, whey k no* deficient in*th? 
arc of f£eafcr«£, wotria Save made a- flatting Iguttr a* tikis* etosf- 
fion ; mrwever, he pro&eded on M#» Pop*?? making 

«* Plartr tvurft, dea* Mertay, n*ed* n* Aware offptecb" 1 : 
He fcemed* «r cemfrde* tfia? tRd afc^ depwi&nee of taur Peers of 
jffcotfandf war arpfafn truth-, whieft needed d*ly to befcfc Hit 
Xordftfip, however, wtf UnderHimf, wits 0K*Of tifc priaWmerrfftTs 
of this noble, exertion in the $aufe of liberty. We have abrausfy 
mentioned 1 that i*j«Crfoifs wWroirifef t# thef f*&*c)f foftrttl Peers 
being fuftained. Lord Elibank objedted •** tto K* Of one aoM» 
Lord, tlral it had been fent blank from the north of Scotland, and 

that 
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that lie believed he could prove that a name was written in it , 
that very morning, cpnfequently it was not the voice of a Peer, 
bat of the gentleman to whom the ftrange trail of filling it up had 
been cdmvnhted. He objected to Lord Marchmont's lift, that the 
date was not mentioned in letters at full length, but only in figqres 
as in 1770 ; that he was not bound to underftand thofe Arabic 
Hyerogtyphics, thofe anti-chriftian characters. The obje&ion of 
an anti-chriftian mode of writing to Lord Marchmont, whom 
Freftyteriftns and di (Ten ting divines have teprai fed fo much, railed 
a load laugh* while fome men, of more reflection and feeling* 
were ftruck to find Mr. Pope's line, which was once meant as* a 
compliment by antithefis, become now fo palpably fevere, 
■ nn " Polwarth is a (lave." 

After the Earl of Selkirk's fpirited declaration, that he was to 
proteft, and the Duke of Boccleugh's admirable fupport of it, 
while the ainiftfcrial Lords looked with foinetfhat lefs dignity at 
leaft than their patriotic brethren, up rofe the Earl of Dalhoufte. 
" As the noble Lord's proteft may perhaps tend to throw an im- 
putatkui cm thofe Lords who hav£ given their votes for the Earl 
of Stair, I rife np to fay a few words in my own vindication. I 
come here narplaeed, unpeafioned, to give my vote voluntarily and 
freely. It is true I received a circular letter 6t& from Lord North, 
and then irom Lond Sandwich* I difclaim neither of thrnv; but 
I do' declare thai Tarn not influenced by them opon this occafion. 
Had the noble Lord! who was firft propofed continued to be fop- 
ported byMiniftry, as I looked upon that as an improper choice, 
I ihould certainly have oppofed it, and given my vote agairift 
\mts but how when this irebie Lord, the Earl of Stair, who was 
a candidate, a noble Lord every way proper and qualified, fhould 
I oppose hirn merely becanfe he happened to be agreeable to the 
firft Miniver? Such have been my fenthnents on this occafion, 
and I have thought ic neceffary to fay this much in my own de- 
fence/? 

The Earl <?f Selkirk; .«« I anv extremely forry that any noble 
Lard has iniftaken jny meaning, when I declared my'rcfclutio* 
tapjpteft ^aiiwft.tke.eleftiaji of the Earl of Stair: I did not mean 
to accufe **yi¥)bk Lord of having given his vote through undue 
inflate. 1 hope tiers are none fuch. Had I known of any, I 
itauld have protefied agaiofL their votes being received \ I -only ' 
'm*ant to fay, thaiia^ the.Miniftry by their circular tetters had 
Vol. VIII. O " \-cn> 
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endeavoured to influence this eledion, the candidate who has now 
the majority of voices was thereby incapacitated. We muft refill 
the fatal influence of Minifters, whether it may have had effedt 
or no. There may be other times, and other Peers, who may 

' not have the fame fentiments of honour which I hope all the noble 
Peers, who have voted upon this occafion, pofTefs. There may 
be Peers fo unhappy as to have no other means of fubfiftence than 
a penfion. There may be peers who may look on a circular letter 
from the minifter, as a command which they cannot difobey 
I fhall give in my proteft in writing, and I am fure it will be 
fuch as can give no offence to any noble Lord." 

Earl of Rofeberry. As the proteft entered by the Earl of Sel- 
kirk might be underftood to throw a kind of odium on the Peers, 
who have given their votes fpr the noble Earl of Stair, I did in- 
tend to have faid fomething— but it has been much better done by 

' the Earl of Dalhoufie: I muft however obferve, that if a gracious 
Prince is pleafed to fignify his inclinations (in whatever way he 
may chufe to do it) that a particular noble Peer is agreeable (to 
him) I really think we fhould pay regard to the inclinations of a 
gracious Prince. 

Duke of Buccleugh. I cannot allow what has been faid by the 
noble Lord who fpoke laft, to pafs without animadversion : I do 
however in the firft place declare, that I have as great a regard 
for the gracious Prince on the Throne as any man in his domi- 
nions can have ; but what has a gracious Prince to do in the elec • 
tion of a Peer of Scotland ? Let not our regard for the Prince lead 
us afide from the duty which we owe to the Britifli conftitutioa. 
Does not that constitution confift of three diftinft branches, King, 
Lords and Commons ? And does not its excellency confift in each 
of thefe branches preserving its own place, and being a check t 
the others, fo as altogether to' form that admirable balance, which 
renders our conftitution the envy of all the dates of Europe ? If 
the King interferes in the election of the Peers, may he not alfo 
interfere in the eledtion of the Commons ? And if that fhould be 
the cafe, the confequence is obvious ; nominally in three eftates, 
but virtually influenced and dire&ed by one only, what better 
fhould we be than under the moft arbitrary government r I fhall 
therefore ever hold it as a fixed principle, that the Peers of Scot- 
land are better judges who fhall be their reprefentatives than any 
Prince or any Minifter ; and I fhall always be for oppofing any 
fuch influence. 

The 
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The following is a copy of the fetter : 
" My Lord, 
" I trouble you with this to inform your LordAiip, that the 
<l Earl of Dyfart intends offering himfelf as a candidate, to fuc- 
" ceed the late Duke of Argyle, and I own he has my goodnvijhes. 

I am, ice." 
The following is a copy of the letter Tent to many of the Scotch 
Peers, previous to the late election at Holyrood houfe : 

41 My Lord, Whitehall, Dec. 21, 1770. 

* c I have the honour to inform your Lordfhip, that many Peers 
" of North Britain have objected to the Earl of Dyfart as a can- 
" didate, to be one of the fixteen Peers, to reprefent that part of 
" the united kingdom in parliament ; and alfo having considered 
" the Earl of Stair as a proper perfon to be chofen in the place 
" of the late D. of Argyle ; your Lordfhip will, therefore, I 
" hope, allow me to exprefs my wifhes for Lord Stair's fuccefs. 
" I am, with great truth and regard, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordlhip's mod obedient, humble fervant, 

" SANDWICH." 



January 22. 

THIS day at noon, the Earl of Rochford, Secretary 
of State for the fouthern department, fent ja letter to 
the Lord Mayor of London ; of which the following is an 
exatt copy, viz, 

MyLordy St. James's, Jan. 22, 1771. 

I TAKE the earlieft opportunity of informing your Lord- 
fhip, that the Spanifh Ambaflador bath this day, at two 
o'clock, figned a declaration relative to the expedition againft 
Port Egmoiit, in Falkland's Ifland, which his Majefty has 
been pleafcd to accept. I am, my Lord, 

- Your Lordfhip's moft obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
Lord Mayor. ROCHFORD. 

O N Friday, Tan. 25, about three o'clock in the after- 
noon, the Right Hon. Lord North laid before the Houfe of 
Commons, by his Majefty's-command, the two following papers. 

O 2 Tranfla- 
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Tranjlation of the Bedttration fignei and Miverti by frine* 
de MaferartOj Ambqffador Extraordinary from his 'Catholic 
Maje/ly, dated the zzd day *f January > 177,1, 

' HIS Britannick Majefty having complained of the vio- 
lence which wa6 committed oft tfee 10th of June, 1770, at 
the ifland commonly calfed the Great Malouine, and by the 
Engiifla Falkland's Ifland, in obliging, by force, the com- 
mander, and fubje&s of his Britannick Majefty, tp evacuate 
the port, by them called I&mont ; a ftep offenfive to the ho- 
nour of his crown ;-rrthe Prince de *Maferano,- Ambaflador 
Extraordinary of his Catholick Majefty, has received orders 
to declare, and declares, that his Cartholrck Majefty, conii- 
dering the dcfire with which he is animated for peace, and 
for the maintenance of good harmony with his jfritenfncic 
Majefty, and reflecting that this event might interrupt it, has 
feen with difpleafure this expedition tending to difturb it 5 and 
in the perflation in which he is, of the reciprocity of. fenti- 
ments of his Britannick Majefty ; and of its being far from, 
h:s intention to authorize any thing that might difturb the 
good underftanding between the two courts ; his Catholick 
Majefty does difevow the faid violent enterprise ;-<— and, in 
confequence, the Prince de Maferano declares, that his Ca- 
tholick Majefty engages to give immediate orders, that things 
fliall be reftored in the Great Malouine, at the port called 
Egmont, precifely to the ftate, in which they were before 
the 10th of June, 1770 : for which pvrpofe his Catholick 
Majefty will give orders to one of his oncers to deliver up 
to the officer, authorized by his Bricaanick Majefty, the port 
and fort called Egmont ; with all the artillery, ,ftores, and 
effe£ts of his Britannick Majefty, and his fubje£ts, which 
were at that place, the day above named, agreeable to tjhe in- 
ventory which has been made of them. 
' The Prince de Maferano declares, at the fame time, in the 
name of the King his matter, that the engagement of his 
faid Catholic Majefty, to reftore to his Britannick Majefty, 
the pofleffion of the fort and port called Egmont, cannot, 
. nor ought, any wife, to* af!fe£fc the^queftion pf the prior right 
of fovereignty of the Malouine Iflands, other wife called Falk- 
land's Iflands. In witnefs whereof, I the underwritten Am- 
baffador Extraordinary, have , figned. the prefent declaration 
with my ufual fignature, and cauied it to be fealed with our 
arms. London, the twenty-fecond day of January, one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one. 
(L. S.) ^ Signed, 

te Prince de MASERANO. 
Tranflar 
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Tranjlation of the Earl of Radford* s Acceptance* dated th* 
, zid'day of January, 1771, of the Princt dc Majcrano's 
Declaration of the fame Date. 

HIS Catholic Majefty having authorized the Prince of 
Mafefatio, his AmbafTador Extraordinary, to tjfler in ha 
Majefty ? s name*, to the King of Great Britain, a fatisfa&ioi* 
for the injury done to his Britannick Majefty, by diipoflefling 
him of the port and fort of Port Egmont ; and the faid Am- 
baflador having this day figned a declaration, which he has 
Jtift delivered to me, expreffirtg therein, that his Catholick 
Majtfftv being defirous to reftore the good harmony and 
friendfnip 'which before fubfifted between the two Crowns, 
ddes-diiavow the expedition agaiftft Port Egmont, in which 
fotce has beeft ufed againft his Britannick Majefty's poffef-* 
fioite, commander, and fubjefts ; and does alfo engage that 
all things fhall be immediately reftored to the precifc fitua- 
tibn in which they ftood before the 10th of June, 1770, 
Afid that his Catholick Majefty fhall give orders, in confe- 
quence, to one of his officers, to deliver up to the officer, 
Authorized by his Britannick Majefty, the Port and Fort of 
Port Egmont, c as alfo all his Britannick Majefty*s artillery, 
ftores and effects, as well as thofe of his fubjeib, according 
to the inventory, which has been made of them. And the 
feid AmbafTador having moreover engaged, in his Catholick 
Majgfty's name, that what is contained in the faid declara- 
tion, 01*11 be carried into eifed, by his faid Catholick Ma- 
jefty • and that duplicates of his Catholick Majefty's orders 
to hfe officers, (hall be delivered into the handy of one of his 
Bmanniek Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State, within 
fix Weeks. His faid Britannick Majefty, in order to (hew 
the fame friendly difpofitions dn his part, has authorized me 
to declare, that he will look upon the faid declaration of 
Precede Maferano, together. With the full performance of 
the v (aid engagement, on the part of hrs Catholick Majefty, 
as a fatisfe6ttdn for the injury done^to the Crown of Great 
Britain; ' In witnefs whereof, I, underwritten, one of his 
Brttartnick Majefty's Priricipal Secretaries of State, have 
figried thefe prefeftts With my tifual fignature, and caufed 
them to be fealed with our arms. 

London* the 22d day of January, 17*71. : 
(L. -S.) Signed, 

R O C H F O R D. 

. [As the Minifter did not favour the Houfe, neither ia 
writing, nor by fpeech, with the King of Spain's inftru&ions 

to 
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to his Ambaffador in London ; we (hall here give what is 
authentically the purport of them, though perhaps it may 
not be exa&ly the tenor. 

The King of Spain condescends , out of his regard for his loving- 
Brother 9 the King of France, to relinquijb Falkland 9 s Ijland* 
But at the fame time Prote/ls againjl any Claim the Englijb 
may fet up to the Right.) . 

After the Clerk had read the Papers, 

Lord North faid, when the merits of the Spanifh declaration 
came under the examination of the Houfe, he yrould avow 
the part he had taken in the negotiation. . 

Mr. Dowdefwell moved, that all the papers, letters, in- 
ftructions to our Minifters, &c. &c. &c. relative to the taking 
of Falkland's I flan d, and the negotiation with Spain upon 
the fubje& y might all be laid before the Houfe. 

Lord North confented ; only he defired the papers might 
be moved for in three diftinft motions, inftead of being all 
included in one. 

Mr. Dunning made an objection as to the idlenefs of the 
diftin&ion, between one motion and three, for the fame 
thing. 

Mr. Dowdefwell agreed to Lord North's requeft. 

Mr. Dyfon made a foolifh quibble about fome words in the 
motion, conveying (as he pretended) a meaning contrary to. 
a part of the King's Speech, at the opening of the prefent 
feffion. 

• Colonel Barre (hewed, , that the words .objected to, were 
copied exaftly from the King's Speech. He compared . 
Mr. Dyfon to a fmoke-ball, and was very fevere upon him. 
He then called the Spanifli Declaration, fcandalous and infa- 
mous j dijhonourable to the Crown, and difgraceful to the na- 
tion. He faid, when the merits of this Declaration came 
under examination, he fhould fpeak fully to it; for he had 
much to fay upon it, and ihould therefore referve himfelf for 
that day. But at prefent he could not help obferving, there 
was not a man in England who did not condemn that Decla- 
ration. What, four months arming ! and four month's ne- 
gotiating ! arid is this all ! — The noble Lord (Lord North), 
faid in this Houfe before the holidays, that Spain fhould pay 
a part of the expence we have been at, in making prepara- 
tions to refent the infult. But there is not a word of the ex- 
pence in the Declaration. The enemy was not ignorant of 
the weaknefs and cowardly difpofition of the Minifters. The 
enemy know you dare not go to war (to Lord North) and 

therefore 
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therefore refufe to make us any fatisfaftioii. There is not an 
honeft man in England, who does not abhor the prefcnt fet 
of Ministers. There is not a petty Prince in Europe, wh* 
. does not laugh at and defpife them. Thus it is in the power 
of any individual to put us to an eoprmous expence, and our 
Minifters dare not avenge the affront. They dare not go to 
war, becaufe they are afraid they fhall lofe their places. 
Thus the nation is expofed to infuJts abroad ; and it is left * 
prey to jobbers and {harpers at home. A French Secretary, 
being in your fecrets, has made near half a million of money 
by gaming in your funds.* And fome of the higheft among 
yourfelves (Lord Hertford, Lord Holland, &c. &c.) have been 
deeply concerned in the fame fcandalous traffic. But a day 
of reckoning will come. This country cannot be in quiet, 
while every thing that is dear and valuable to the people, is 
thus ravifhed from them. 

Lord North denied, that he had ever faid Spain fhould pay 
a part of the expence. He declared, that he could not have 
faid fo, becaufe he had never entertained the leaft idea of 
making fuch a demand. 

Mr. Charles Fox faid, he did not remember the noble Lord 
to have ever made ufe of any fuch words. (He looks very like 
his father.) 

Colonel Barre faid, he had not trufted to his own memory, 
only, for his account of that fad. He had afked feveral other 
members, who all remembered the words. 

Mr. Burke faid, he remembered the words. He con- 
demned the declaration in very fevere terms. N He called it 
fcandalous, infamous 9 and treacherous. He faid, the nation 
would demand the blood of thofe who made it. Nothing 
elfe could— nothing elfe would fatisfy. — This declaration, 
this wifdom, this Tpirit of the miniftry, this vindication of 
the honour of the crown, this fecurity of the rights of the 
fubjed, which all lies in a nut-fhell, has coft the nation 
above two millions of money f The Land Tax was prematurely 
voted ; or rather, the country gentlemen have been duped 
out of 500,000 1. The trade of this country has been greatly 
diftreffed and injured ; 40,000 feamen have been voted ; an 

^ ■ ~i 1 1 ■ '+ ■ 1 m mm- ■ ii ■ 1 ■ iii 1 1 ■ ■ 

* This is true. M. . Francois, Secretary to the French 
Ambaflador, has realized above half a million in the Alley. 
The Spanifh Minifter had orders to fign the declaration at 
leaft fix days before he did. Francois, and others, knew this. 
They duped their friends, Toucher, &c. who wanted to get 
intelligence. Bradfhaw has likewife loft confiderably. There 
were fix lame ducks on Thurfday laft.J 

additional 
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additional army of 13,000 men have been voted* and they 
muft all be paid ; a great number of fhips have been put into 
comnuffion, at a great expence to the public ; and all this fdr 
what? Why, to procure that fcandalous, bafe* arid difho- 
nourable Declaration that lies upon the table. 

The Minifters made no reply. 

When the debate was over, feveral new Writs wett moved 
for*. But when Mr. Wedderburn was mentioned^ the mem- 
bers expreffed their contempt of it, by a wry loud and difrnol 
groan, (fach as the Livery of London generally give m Guild- 
hall, to the name of an Alderman whom they diflike) and it 
was negatived, by feveral of the members crying ontj no ! no! 
iw/«*-A circumftance fo extraordinarily, and peculiarly dif- 
gcaceful, has not happened in the memory of the oldeft mem- 
ber i>f the Houfe of Commons ; and muft for ever cover the 
apoftate with fhame. ; 

> » " ; ■ — — - ■ ■ ■ — ■ " , '-' ! ' ;■>; ..- j ' 

Proceedings > in the Upper JJjfemhly on Friday * Jw&ary 25. 

TH E Miniftry laid before the Houfe the declaration <*f 
the Spantfh Ambaffador, and our acceptance' ©f it.— 
, .Then they fatfileor, without daring to utte^- a word in fa- 
vour of it. 

The Duke of Manchefter obferved,* tliat fiich filence was 
extraordinary. .;... that though upon the face of the declara- 
tion it appeared very inadequate and infufficient* yet he 
Would form no final judgment without further information, 
and therefore made a motion fimilar to that Which on the 
fame day had been made in the Houfe of Commons, in fiib- 
fiance being, that all the information which had been re- 
ceived by adminiftration, of the defigns of Spain upon Falk- 
land's Ifland, and the papers that palled in the fubfequent 
negociation for the reparation of that injury, fhould be laid 
before the Houfe- 

Lord Rochford, with great candour, faid, he wiflied every 
information relative to this matter to be laid before the 
Houfe, and fliould not therefore oppofe the motion; but 
would add a few words to it, to reftrain it tc-.the bufinefs of 
Falkland's IHand, which he thought was not Efficiently 
guarded in the words of the motion. 

Lord Sandwich was jiot fatisfied with this, and fo altered 
the amendment as to make it unintelligible, in order to fur- 
ni(h pretences upon which papers of confequente might be 
fupprefled. ; • 

. The Duke of Richmond obferved, that Lord Sandwich's 
words were moved evidently on the ground of Tome reicrva- 

tion; 
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tion ; that the motion confined the enquiry to the bufincfs 
of Falkland's Ifland, which ought to he the only reftridioh* 
and therefore the amendment was unneceffary, or meant fome- 
thing that it fiiould not. 

Lord Radnor faid, that as Lord Rochford had firft moved 
the amendment, there was no harm in it, though it was 
unneceffary ; but he fufpeded fomethlrig* fince Lord Sand- 
wich had altered it. 

Lord Sandwich then faid, his amendment, inftead of nar* 
lowing, enlarged the queftion* 

Lord Chatham remarked, that this genefofity, in giving 
more than was afked, was very fufpicious; that if admirti- 
ftration had ho objeftion to what was afked, why not give 
it without making any alteration in the motion? People 
would fufpefi that fomething Was meant to be kept back* 
He faid* he would not go into the matter of the declara- 
tion ; but that upon the face of it, it appeared to be an ig- 
nominious compromife* It was no fatisfa&ion j no repara- 
tion. The right was not fecured, and even the reftitutioit 
was incomplete j that Port Egmont alone is reftored, not 
Falkland's Iflands. 

Lord Littelton earneftly advifed the admiriiflration, for 
their own fakes, not to create fufpicions; that they ought 
to begin to infpire the people with fome confidence, the want 
of which was the great defe& of the prefent age. 

J^ord Camden faid, the defence of the amendment proved 
there was fomething meant by it. 

Lord* Rochford, then finding that his plain meaning loft 
all credibility and effect, by Lord Sandwich's having meddled 
in it, withdrew, his amendment, and the original motion was 
agreed jto without alteration. 

The Duke of Richmond then faid, he had another motipft 
to make. That which had been agreed to, would bring out 
all the negotiations With Spain; but as the world had ftrange 
fufpicions that France had too much to do in this tranfat- 
# tion* it was neceflary to clear this matter, and therefore 
moved for the papers that had pafled between our Minifters 
and thofe of France in this negotiation. 

Lord Rochford faid, he had agreed to giving the other 
papers, becaufe they erdjhd ; but muft objed to thefe, be- 
: caufe no fuch were ia being. 

The Duke of Ru.hTT.or>d faid, that though he would not 

difpute the credibility ot Lord P.^c'iic'id, the nation ought 

not to take the word, of *.?.y Minilh:. £ ?t the motion go ; if 

no fuch papers exited, the King yrculd &y fo, and then the 
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King's word, which every body tnuft believe, would btf 
pledged j but if any negotiation with France had been carried 
on, it was fit the public (hould fee it, and punifh thofe con- 
cerned ; for it. would be giving efficacy to the Family 
Compa&. ''.'-* 

As to the Declaration, he faid, he, could not leave the 
Houfe without making one obfervation upon it, which was 
diftin& from all information that the papers might produce $ 
and it was, that he wondered any Minifter (hould dare to ac- 
cept, in the King's name, a Declaration in which the right of 
fovereignty of the I/land is brought into difpute\ that in the time 
he was in adminiftration, the Spanifh Ambaftador had at- 
tempted to make it a matter of difcuflion ; but that he, and 
he believed all other Minifters to this day, had never fuffered 
it to be {q much as made a matter of doubt. 

Lord Chatham ftrongly fupported the Duke of Richmond's 
motion. He (aid, that Houfe {hould never take the' word of 
. a Minifter; that the refufing this motion (hewed that (feme 
tranfaftion With France had patted, perhaps not papers or me± 
mortals. As Lord Rochford (aid none hadpafled, he believed 
him ; but that France had interfered^ he faid, he knew to be 
a fad that could not be denied. 

Lord Rochford got up again, but made no anfwer to thi» 
part of Lord Chatham's charge of verbal communication and 
negotiation with France. He faid, he would arifwer all other 
charges when the day of examination (hould come. 

Lord Suffolk, the^ new Privy Seal, then got up, and faid, 
be had the utmoft confidence in the MinUlry ; that as they faid 
no negotiation with France had pafled, he thought that af- 
furance fully fatisfa&ory.- 

The Duke of Richmond repeated, that the nation had a 
right to more; that the King's word' alone would fatisfy 
them ; that he would have the Minifters (hew the whole of 
their conduct to the public ; if right they would receive their 
thanks ; but for his part, while they purfued their prefent 
fyftem of oppreflian at home, and meannefs to Foreign pow- 
ers, he (hould never alter his opj>ofition to them. 
The majority over-ruled the queftiori as ufual- 
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An IMPARTIAL REVIEW of 
POLITICAL WORKS. ' 

A Letter to the Jurors of Great Britain^ occafioned by an 
Opinion of the Court of Kings Bench read by Lord 
Chief Juftice MaHsfieU^ in . the Cafe of the King and 
Woodfall) 8w. is. 6d. Pearch, 

^Tf^O this letter is prefixed, the opinion, verbatim, as we! 

X gave it in our laft number ; arid the writer, in a fliort 
preface, defires his readers, as it is written with fome little 
obfcurJty, to pavthe ftri<3eft' attention to it: — He : likewife 
defires that two observation's may reft on the memories of 
tbofe who perufe. his letter. 

• Firft, ;lliat all which' pafled at the trial, together with 
Lord. Mansfield's direction (whether right or wrong in itfelf) 
muft be wholly- laid afide, becaufe this was, in the language 
of the opinion, a queftion of law upon the face of the ver- 
difi.. 

Secondly, The diftinflion between .exprefs or implied ma- 
licious intent, is .without foundation ; becaufe by the word. 
only, the verdict had excluded malicious intent 5 and the 
only doubt as tp this part mufl be, whether the Jury could de- 
cide upon the intention of th,e publisher. 

There is a* vein of candour and moderation runs through 
the whole of this performance, which befpeak the author to. 
be a geptlemari and a moft refpeclable character. His great 
delicacy in avoiding all.perfonal reflexions, while he clearly 
expofes the fatal, tendency of, the opinion of. the Court of 
Iting'S IJehch, cannot be/ too m.uch^aimired in thefe times of." 
dfftemj>ered heat. and animofity. But as there are fome men, 
wTio are' fo biafled by party, that they will not attend to any 
thing written 19 opposition to the meafures of any branch of 
tKe adminiftratjon of* government $.in order ( to. iftducje perfonV 
of this'caft of mind, to furjnpupt their . pjejudices, ,and pe- 
rufe this'moft excellent letter tp the Jurors of Grpat Britain, 
it 1 may not he t aipifs, to give them a fpecimen pf the author's 
ingenuous difpofitiori, before we. proceed to examine his argu- . 
menfs, which are, in our opinion, founded inlaw, equity, 
arid founcf policv. \ . , v ; \- t , ,, ..... 

.To a curfory remark on the mp3e of proceedingln the 
Court of King's Bench by information and attachment, having 
fpecified the cafe of Bingley, he annexes the following note. 
Vol. VIII. E "In 
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c< In juftice to the pre(&nt Judges the author finds himfelf* 
obliged to declare, that all this do&rine is to be found in 
books otherwife of good authority, and is by no means of 
modern invention. Here, once for all, the author begs leave 
to obferve, that he means no perfonal refk&ion, but merely 
to examine an opinion upon a fubje£t of great national im- 
portance. If it would hot be thought prefum prion, he would 
like wife add, what he has frequently maintained in private 
company, that in his judgment, the confiftency of Lord 
M— — d's conduct entitles him to the praife of integrity ; 
and that this country is greatly indebted to him for confider- 
able improvements in its jurifprudence, particularly on com- 
mercial fubje&s ; however little he may have attended to thofe 
forms of judicial proceeding, which diftinguifh the province 
of a judge from that of a jury, and are therefore intimately' 
conne&ed with our conftitution of government." 

We hope every freeman in Great Britain, who is defirous 
of information ort a fubje£t which affe&s the very vitals of our 
conftitution, the power of Juries, will be animated by fuch a 
manifeftation of the writer's cool head, to an enquiry of the 
foundnefs of his judgment, as equally to the goodneis of his < 
heart. On the freedom of the prefs his fentiments are incon- 
trovertible, and his manner of cxpreffing them fo accurate and 
concife, that we cannot x efift the temptation of giving them 
in his own words. 

„ A free prefs is eflential to a free government, efpecially 
where a fingle magiftrate poflefles great authority and much ' 
larger influence; and a man may venture to affirm, without a 
gift of prophecy, that the lofs of one muft be attended with 
the ruin ot the other. If the crown, by art or violence, {halt 
ever fo far prevail, as to place the adminiftration of criminal 
juftice folely in the hands of fingle magiftrates, who, like 
o$her men, are liable to corruption ; the king is from that 
moment abfolute. While the trial by juries fubfifts in its pro- 
per vigour, and criminal judicature thereby remains with the 
great body of the nation, no avenue will be open to oppref- 
Con. The intereft of (he ftate may be facrificed by minifters 
with impunity } but the people will continue free. Openly 
to deftroy this noble privilege might exceed even the ftrength 
of parliament ; to undermine it by fecret art, the beft abilities 
in Weftminfter-hall have frequently been employed. Should 
an attempt to narrow the power of juries fucceed in 
the fubje& of libels, np greater advantage can be given 

for 
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for future attacks. In vain might our rights be defined by the 
cleareft laws, unlefs the fpirit of liberty be preferved among 
us. The dead letter of law will prove a feeble barrier againtt 
a magiftrate armed with the whole authority of government. 
How can an individual be fafe, unlefs his fellow-citizens un- 
derfbmd their refpeftive rights, and fly to the defence of them 
as a common cattfe? How can they underftand ? how can 
they defend thefe rights, unlefs frequent difcuffion {hall make 
generally known thofe powers, with which the conftitution 
invefts the ieveral orders of the ftate ?" 

The grand point in difpute between the Court of King's 
Bench contending for its jurifdi£fcion,and the people for their 
liberties^ is Amply this,— Whether in criminal cafes (and pro- . 
fecutions for libels are fuch) the Jury ought , of right and duty, 
to determine the whole complicated charge flated in the information. 
The opinion of the Court of King's Bench puts a negative 
on this right. Our author, who moft afiiiredly is a complete 
mailer of the laws of England, maintains, that the opinion 
is erroneous, and points out the fatal confequences of per- 
mitting it to become the eftablifhed practice of that court \ 
which will certainly be the cafe, if the Jurors of Great Bri- 
tain have not the fpirit and integrity to affert their own rights, 
efpecially as an enquiry into the legality of the proceedings 
has been over ruled in both Houfes of parliament. 

A very neceflary explanation of the form of law, which re- 
quires that the general iflue alone ftall be pleaded in criminal 
cafes, thought the contrary practice is opcaiipnally admitted 
in civil cafes, precedes the main argument in this judicious 
performance.; and throws a new light on the fubjed, repre- 
senting it in a point of view quite different from other writers 
on the fame topic, and much more fatisfa&ory, being intelli- 
gent to the meaneft capacity. 

u . A civil right, together with a feeming violation of tbafc 
right, n*ay he acknowledged, and yet the party may not be 
entitle^ to, recover, any fatisfa&ion. I complain to a Court of 
Juftice, that A B. rode over my field, and damaged my corn. 
A B admits all this .to be trye, but fays I had granted him a 
right of way through my field to his own. 

*.* In criminal cafes it is impofltble to admit the charge to 
be true, and afterwards plead a defence, becaufe every thing 
that will juftify the a£t, 1 denies the criminal intention^ which 
is of the eflence of a crime, and ftuft be fet forth in the in- 
formation or indi&ment. Thus the epithets traitorouJ!y y felo- 
nioufly^ Sec. are conftantly applied to the adt fuppofed to have 
^een committed, as the nature of the crime," which the pro- 

P 2 fecutor 
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fecutor means to impute, may require. The party ace a fed 
pleads,*" that he is not guilty of, the crime,' in the manner 
" and form as alledged.againfl: him." ." The jury are fworn 
<c to well and truly try £he matter, in ijfue y and.ttue deliver- 
-** ance make." When the jury return, they areafked by the 
clerk, " How fay you, is A B guilty of the trefpafs and 
" mifdemeanor wherewith he (lands charged ?" If tne fore* 
man anfwers, "guilty," the clerje again fays to the jurors* 
" Well then, you fay A B is guilty .of the trefpafs in man- 
" ner and form as he Hands indi£ed or informed againft,; and 
*' fo you fay all." The jurors janfwer, V Yes/' Where-; 
upon the verdifl: is drawn up, and added.to the record thus r 
•"' The jurors upon their oaths fay, that A B is guilty of the 
" trefpafs and mifdemeanor in manner and form as above al- 
** ledged, againft him," How plain and finiple ! Is here any 
room for fephiftry or argument ? Can the mind of man en* 
tertain a doubt refpe£ting the province of a jury. ?. They .actu- 
ally do determine the whole crime, or charge in the information's 
Such has been the form pf our criminal trials, as far. back as 
any traces can be found in legal antiquities of this country. 

"If a doubt could yet be entertained, a flight attention to the 
form of a fpecial yerdidt muft .remove; it. If the jurors fhouid 
not choofe to determine any queftion of law which may arife, 
they ftate.the fafts fpecially, ^nd pray the judgment of the 
Court upon the point of law, concluding, "That if fuch be. 
" the opinion of the Court, then they jind' the defendant 
** guilty." If the Court be of a Contrary opinion, then,. 
c< they find him not. not guuty." Is not here the cleareft 
diftin.<Sfcion ? Is it not evident when the jury mean to determine 
the wJioUy and when only a part ? Does not this difference of 
form prove to a demonftration, that the jury may determine 
the complicated queftion of law and fa& I Sir William Black- 
ftone fays, in exprefs terms* they, may ; and adds, as. an ex- 
hortation to the ftudy of the law, that the want of a compe- 
tent knowledge therein, to enable jurymen " to acquit them- : 
ft felves with any tolerable propriety, has thrown more power 
*' into the hands of judges to direQ, controul, and even re- 
'* verfe,. their verdidfcs, than perhaps the coriftitution iritend- 
" ed." ... . . 

" An obje&ion is made, that either by demurrer before, or 
in arreft of judgment after trial,- the opinion of the Court may 
be taken, who therefore muft judge of criminality. Crimina- 
lity! as relative to what ?. As relative to the information ? I 
grant it.' ' But the application of that information to the per/on 
accufed) is confefled by dernurrer in one cafe ; is found by the 
jury in the otheK If no crime be charged in the information, 
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no judgment can-be given ; becaufe the party confefles, or thp 
jury finds, nothing but what is contained in that information* 

" When the verdifi of the jury in the JEfa^ahd lVoodfallw$ 
firft known, I found no difficulty in pronouncing it an acquit- 
tal. The exprefs negation of all evil intention appeared to nw 
tinderftanding, fb repugnant to the idea of a crime, that J 
paid little attention to the cavils of fome loquacious Templars* 
who feemed to be puzzled with technical difficulties, th? 
nature of which they themfelves did not comprehend. Thefe 
difficulties become important, when adopted by higher author 
rity. '-.-'' 

" It was charged in the information, that Mr. Woodfall di4 
wickedly and maticitiifty, with intent to ftir up fedition, &c* 
print and publrfli a certain fcanddkus libel figned Junius, which 
followed verbatim, with proper innuendoes* The jury foijnd 
hini guilty of printing and publifhing only. No words can, 
be lefs liable to mifreprefentation. ' Only excludes every 
thing which is not exprefsly found, that is, every thing but 
printing and publifliing the paper recited in the information/ 
If evil intention be an object of the jury's enquiry ; if the jury. 
may determine the criminality of the paper; in either event 
Mr Woodfall has been acquitted. Accordingly the judgment 
of theKing's-Ijench gods decrlively to thefe points. I ftalj, 
tranfcribe the words of the opinion. " If they (the jury; 
iC meant to fay that they did not find it a libel, or did not fincj 
** the epithets-, or did not find any malicious intent, it would. 
" not affe£t the verdict ; becaufe none of thefc things were to;' 
u be found" either way." The context plainly fliews, thatr 
upon all thefe applications of the excluding word only, the. 
verdict would have been deemed a convi&ion 5 becaufe the. 
Court afterwards declare the verdict void for uncertainty, a?, 
14 it is pbffible foi/»e of them (the jury) might mean not to 
" find the whole fenfe and explanation put upon the paper f 
<s by the" innuendoes in the information." 

" Here then is a folemn declaration, that a jury, in a charge r 
of libel, have no right to determine the innocence or crimi- 
nality of thei paper j that the jury, by a general verdift of 
guilty find the fa& of publication, and verbal fupp'ly of innu-, - 
endoes only 5 that the jury cannot decide upon the criminal or , 
innocent intention of the publiflier ; and that a direction of 
a judge leaving any of thefe matters to a jury, would be il- - 
legal.. 

" It is not diflScult to trace to its fource this conteft of ju* . 
rifdidtion between the Jury and the Cdurt. It arifes from the . 
different nature of that' evidence, which may be applied to , 
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prove criminal intention in profecutions for different offences. 
Where the crime is theft, for jpftance, trier? can J>e ro room 
for any variance of opinion. The intention tq fteal (which 
it fignified by the y/ord feloniou/Jy in the indidmeiit) muft al- 
ways be 9olle<Sled frpm circuroitances accompanying the a£k ; 
Circumlranc?s which can orily he known to the jijry * o£ 
Vrhich the Court cannot receive any evidence, How happens 
|t that in a charge of libelling, malicious, fcandalous undjedi- 
fious, (hpuld have no meaning! that in this crime alone (uch 
epithets are of no importance ? mere formalities i inference^ 
pf law from the Ample a& of publication, an a£k in itfelf ex- 
tremely innocent ? Whence have arifer* thefe pretentions ©£ 
judges ? The folution will not be difficult. Criminal inten- 
iion in t{ie publication of a libel jnay be proved by two forts 
of evidence \ one internal* arifing from the nature of the pa- 
per j the other external^ from the circumftances accompany- 
ing the act of publication. The fir ft (being ftatetf on the re- 
cord) lies open to the obfervatipn of Court and Jury; the 
Other fpecies pf evidence can be known to the Jury alone. The 
Court of King's- Bench adverting only to the firft fpecies, and 
defirous of drawing the whole judicature to themfelves, de- 
clared that an exprefs exclufion of criminal intention by the 
verdift of a jury, would avail nothing : Jmt that/itch verditi 
(if the a& or publication, together with tfce verbal fupply of 
innuendoes, was found) would operate as a convi&ion. 
Should this be the law of England, a very ridiculous confe- 
rence would follow ! A man might have the .cleared proof 
df his innocence without apoflibility pf producing it ! To the . 
jury he could notj becaufe they are not to judge of inten- 
tion ; nay, an exprefs negation of criminal defign by them. 
would be void, and of no erFeS. Before the Court at Weft- 
minfter it cannot be produced ; becaufe fuch evidence will 
contradict the general verdi£t guilty." 

The fatal effc& of accfuiefcing in this do&rine, fcid down 
by the Court of King's Bench, is next illuftrated by familiar , 
in'ftances equally entertaining and inftru&ive. 
' "** Let the judgment of the Court in Mr. Woodfall's cafe. 
be the law of England, and I will undertake to hang, as a 
traitor, ' a very good fi iend to the government, for the very 
aft by which he meant to ferve his King. Suppofe the enemy 
landed ; and a manifesto publilhed exciting the people to join 
the invaders. A gd'~d. friend of government fends a meffenger 
with this manifeftp to the Secretary of State. He is indi&ed^ 
for that he traitor ouJ?y 9 And with infyit to affift the King's ene- 
mies, did pubiilh trie paper, &c. The Jury are told they 

kav^ 



Digitized by VjOOQlC_ 



( ■«** > > 

We nothing to dp with intention ; that traitoroufly, &c. are., 
inferences of lay*. The publication is proved j there arc nd 
blanks in the paper to f apply.' The man is therefore con- 
victed, and muft be hanged. 

" The laws of every country exempt certain perfbris from 
punifhment, coniiderin^ them as naturally incapable of com- 
mitting a crime. To puniih fuch perfons (independent of 
the immorality and favage cruelty of the a<St) would be re- 
pugnant to the firft principle and foundation of criminal ju- 
rifprudencc, which is, " by the terror of example to take 
u from men the will or intention to offend againft the laws." 
The fpe&acle of an ideot. dying under the hand's of juftice 
may raife pity and commiferation in thebofoms of beholders; 
but can awaken in no mind the idea of guilt, or imprefs a 
thought of punifliment as the confequence of a crime. Yet 
thefe poof creatures muft fuffer by the new doctrines; for 
juries cannot judge of a defedlof will, and upon the face of 
the record, from which alone the court can judge, all is 
right. . 

" The like confequences would follow, fhould the court 
arrogate to themfelves an exclufive power of deciding the 
qaeftibn, Libel or no Libel. The tendency of a paper muft . 
depend much on times and circumftances, which cannot ap- 
pear upon the record. That one ihftance may fufSce: Sup- 
pofe in feme future times corruption fhould be reduced iota \ 
a fyftem, and with equal impudence and profligacy avowed; 
fuppofe parliaments, by places and penfions bellowed on in- 
dividuals, fhould become as fubfervient to the nod of ami- * 
nifter, as the fen ate of Rome to the freed men of the empe- 
rors; fuppofe- an Houfe of Commons fhould aflume privi- 
leges, and eftablifh principles, which muft fubvert the rights 
of all the electors in Great Britain j fuppofe laftly an attempt, 
open or covert, fhould be made to wreft from the people die 
trial by jury, that fupport of perfonal independence, that 
great (ecurity of our fortunes, our lives, and liberty: In 
fuch times perhaps even a moderate man might applaud, as 
an effort of patriot virtue, that remonftrance, which amidft 
common occurrences might juftly be deemed the offspring, of 
madnefs or fedition. This pifture will not pleafe the tafte of 
fome. Let us "turn the canvafs, and 'we may there' behold 
Mr. Locke convTdled of a fibel upon the conftitution, in fa- 
vour of prerogative. Do not be alarmed. I fpeak of his 
Effay on Government. There are fome unguarded exprefli- 
ons, which taken fingly feem to authorize a government 
independent of law. The context indeed fufTu iently ex-, 
pbins his meanings but -this, in tht t*pfni6n of an attorney- ' 
■•••> general 
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genefal, might run the record into too great a length. Sup- 
pofe therefore the context omitted, and in that cafe it cannot 
appear to the court the jury are mere judges of publication 
alone, (for there are no blanks in the book) and Mr. Locke 
is found generally guilty of a libel upon our conftitution of 
government as eftablifhed at the revolution ; though all the 
world will readily believe Mr. Locke to have been no favourer 
of abfolute monarchy. 

** The dulleft invention might fuggeft innumerable abfur- 
dities of the like kind, which muft follow from this opinion 
of the court, fo gravely delivered and fo folemnly defended. 
Nothing can excule my having infilled upon this head of 
argument but the great authority by which Lord Mansfield's 
directions to the jury is fupported, wherein he plainly tells 
them (though in other words) that they ought to inquire only 
of a part of the charge contained in the information, which 
part if they believed, they muft upon their oath declare the 
defendant generally guilty of the whole; for he did not exhort 
them to find a special verdict." 

On the nature of libels the following obfervations appeared 
to us fo very juft and humane, that we could not refift the 
temptation of ex trading them ; and if, indeed, we were not 
afraid of the imputation of affefling literary property, wc 
ffiould have gone ftill greater lengths, — being very clear in the 
opinion^ that very few perfons are capable of writing fuch a 
letter to 'the Jurors of Great Britain, except that complete 
lawyer, and great, good man, Lord Camden. 

" The offence ofiibelling is equally uncertain with thofe 
of herefy and witchcraft, incapable of rule or law. Each pa- 
pef differs fo eflentially from all other publications in fenti- 
rrfents, and language, and application to its objed, that it 
amft ever remain impoffible to eftablifh any fhmdard or crite- 
rion in a fubjeft, which may occafionally embrace the whole 
circle of human knowledge, of public intereft or private paf- 
fiori. I know of no rule by which judge or jury can be guided 
in pronouncing this publication to be criminal, that publica- 
tion to be innocent. A cafe once decided can never be .a rule 
far a future determination, in things which muft eternally 
differ from each other. The whole muft here reft upon the 
hollow bottom of opinion! Opinion! which varies with the 
age, and education, and temper of fucceifive judges. Should 
any men think to order the perfection or* government, and 
that in every well regulated ftate there fhould be no diftinvHon 
but between the magiftrate who comrnands, ; ard the fcrvile 
wretch who trembles and obeys j before fuch men no publi- 
cation, 
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ration profcffing to examine fhecondudof fupcriors, could paft 
uncenfured. On the other hand, there are men of more liberal 
minds, who know that the fame inquifitivc fpirit in the people, 
which has raifed this country to power, and grandeur, and 
dominion abroad, has. improved our conftitutional fecurity at 
home, while arts, fcience and commerce, accompanied .the 
progrefs of liberty ; who. think that a free prefs muft prove 
equally a fupport to good, and a terror to evil government* 
Thefe men might blame the authors of fome late papers which 
hare appeared, but would punifh with relu&ance. In ? crime 
of fo uncertain a nature, where improper feverfty may prove 
fatal to ail liberal fentiment and manly freedom, fhall our 
fafety depend wholly on the integrity of judges ? Shall the trial 
by jury exift only in name i" 

. With this ftrong illuftration of the uncertain tenourof li- 
bels* and. a iincere recommendation of the whole letter, we 
beg leave toxlofe our analyfis of a performance fo well worthy, 
thenotice of the public in general. % 

Letters concerning the prefent State of the French Nation 5 
containing a comprebenfive View of the political State, 
. Agriculture* Trade and Commerce } , Revenues* Military 
' Powers Government \ Ranks of the People* Manners, 
■ Laixrs* Fine Arts and Artifts* Theatre* Literature and 
Writers.. With a complete Comparifon between France 
and Great Britain in Refpeft of Extent* Fertility, Si- 
tuation, Populoufnefs* Capitals* Government, Laws* 
■Agriculture* Manufactures, Commerce* General Wealth, 
Public Credit, Revenues, Army* Napy* Colonies* Ge- 
neral Profpefity and Power* Architecture* Painting, 
Sculpture* Engraving* Mujic* Literature* Academies, 
Societies* 6JV.. &V. Gte Svo. 5s. 3d. ' W. Nicott. 

WE do not remember, in the courfe of many years, to 
have perufed the title page*>f any (ingle volume, which 
promifed to give the public fomuch entertainment and ufeful in- 
formation . Every thing that has a tendency to gratify curi- 
oftty, to inftrud the ignorant, to guide the politician, the .. 
gentleman, the merchant, tradesman and manufacturer, is - 
included in this moft comprebenfive plan. How high a con* 
ceptton- then' muft we have of that man who could execute it . 
with any tolerable- degree of per fe&ion alone, unaflbciated 
with any fellow labourers in this great vineyard j— and, what 
Vol. VIII; , , Q* " 
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Is ftill more, whp could bring within the compafs of one yck 
lume, 'what, at firft view, teems to require four at leaft, of 
the fize of the work before us 1 Yet fuch is the vanity of this 
writer, after having complained of the confined plans of thofe 
who have treated on his fubje&s, apd declared that he knows 
of none that have, in one work, embraced the whole* fteps 
forth and makes this bold attempt. He flightly commends 
the ideas given of the French nation in the lively jkekhts of 
Voltaire and. Roufleau, and mentions the Italian work of Car-' 
rielli as judicious and well composed, " but politics and lkc* 
rature are ftrangely jumbled together ;" the very error into 
• which he has fallen in almoft every page of his work. 

We make no fcruple to give it as our opinion, that this 
performance is written by a foreigner of grea^ learning, found 
judgment, and univerfal knowledge; but *e cannot avoid 
remarking, that "it is calculated for the meridian of Paris, ia- 
'tber than for that of London. The vanity of the author* 
which will, appear by^fce following quotations, would have 
been excufed there; but with us it will require fame apology ; 
and. perhaps the heft method, be could fall upon, would be to 
fit down and revife the mod ufeful arjd extend ve parjts of bis* 
plan, from which he might very well compile three more Vo- 
lumes without tiring his readers, or charging them too high a 
price for fuch valuable knowledge, if they are. executed in the 
lime maftcrly manner as the prefent outlines of this vaft de- 
fign. . 

. Ip his introduction* after having gope. through France, 
Italy* Germany, and Holland, in fearch of writers on his- 
plan, he gives us the following condufion, which, com- 
pared with a part of his title page, will, we hope, jufiify us 
in a criticifm which» at firft view, might appear hariJu * 

« In English very few wo/ks that treat of this fubje&„ have 
been published: Some late political treatifes are valuable, a? 
far as they extend ; and the hints of fooie modern travellers 
judicious ; but I know not of anv thing that extends much 
beyond one article of enquiry. And every thing fitikd which 
the language contains, would be very far from being a con*, 
pleat description. The fcarctty, therefore, of works on this « 
fubjeft at large, it is hoped will plead for the imperfections of 
what is now offered to the world/— Moft certainly* Sir, if . 
you had not promifed us, in the title page*-** 4 A Complete 
Comparifon between France and Great Britain, with icfpeifc • 
to every article of importance which reipe&s the two people 
* either in a public or private capacity, as civilized focieties, 
or as feparate individuals. When you have, marked out fo / 
large a field as this, you muft not be permitted to plead ig- 
norance 
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horance offituation, climate, foil, culture or difpofitibn of 
your plantations; Th* body politic in both nations, the 
people of both countries, as individuals, wherever they find 
themfelves injured by the comparifon, wiM arraign you for 
prcfutnption 5— yott might have taken more time ;— you might 
have informed yourfelf better ;— you might have put amodeft 
falv©--" to the heft of my knowledge :" But When an au- 
thor, an anonymous writer, prefumes to draw the line of 
comparifon between rival nations, at a very critical period, 
Mid with refpeft to fuch grand objedb as commerce, public 
credit, rrianufa&ures, and flnfc arts ; it is the duty of every 
critic in both kingdoms, to mark his tenets with itri£t atten- 
tion $ to call for his authorities when be pronounces judg- 
ment peremptorily j and to bring in a writ of error when 
they appear to be the mere ipfe dixit* of partiality or mifinfor- 
mation. > 

To the general reviewers of literary productions we leave 
this arduous taflc, not doubting but they will do drift ju ft ice, 
in their criticisms, to both countries j and that they will take 
more than common pains with this performance. It is our 
province to confine ourfelves to the pdlitkd part of this work, 
to come at which we were ncceflarily obliged to read the 
whole attentively 5— the curfory remarks we have already 
made, are therefore to be confidered as.arifing out of the er* 
rors and inaccuracies of the whole;— -the natural confequenc£ 
of crafting fo fpacious an edifice, without being provided 
with proper materials to finifli it. This will appear ftill mor# 
evident, in the courfe of our enquiry into the merits of his 
comparifon between the two kingdoms, iri a political view,— 
by much the beft part of the work, and in which there are 
fuch traces of fuperior genius, fuch criterions of true com- 
mercial and political knowledge, as leave no room to doubt, 
that the author, had he taken time, and not c6nfirted himfelf 
within fuch narrow limits, might have given the public fuch 
a work as few ages or countries could boaft. Little preju- 
dices—inaccuracies, the effect of hafte,— and oecafional falfe 
judgments* arifing from defective information, are his greateft 
faults. . We will now open to our readers this great maga- 
zine of curiofkies and ufeful commodities ;— of the latter there 
are fome which may be deemed invaluable. To this author 
we are indebted for. advancing one great truth, which has 
been often fbarply controverted, but is now firmly eftablifh- . 
ed. « The la/i age was beyond all doubt that of France, and 
thepreftnt of England."— In other words, England is now 
fuperior. to France in learning, arts, arm?, commerce, and 

* <X 2 general 
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general reputation. Let this reanimate the drooping fpirit* 
of thofe who fancy they fee Great Britain every day declining 
towards a ftate of ruin and diffolution j but Jet it, at the fame 
time, be a fpur to induftry, frugality, and integrity of man- 
ners ; for it is to the genius of our people, the excellency of 
our conftitution, and other adventitious caufes, that we otfre 
.this fuperiority ; for, with refpe£t to every article of natural 
advantage, fays our author, France exceeds England beyond 
all proportion. The articles of extatU fertility ', znd Jkuation^ 
are evidently in favour of France. With refpeft to the laft* 
we muft not omit one obfervation of this writer : *< France, 
in refpe<a of communication with all other countries, is the 
beft fituated kingdom in Europe ; fhe enjoys all the advan- 
tages of England, with other additional ones,— fuch as ports 
in theMediterranean fea," (to which we have Wifely let her add 
Corfica, yet thofe who connived at this acquifition ftill wear 
their heads !) 

Popukufnefs is the next advantage which our author gives to 
France; and on this very important fubjeft, we think it is 
but juft to let him fpeak for himfelf. 

" 1 think there can be no doubt but this, is the point which 
conftitutes the real power of any nation 9 provided the num- 
bers of people bear a due proportion to the number of acres of 
foil, and that they are numerous enough to bfe fecure of hide- 
pendancy. , Thefe points are felf evident j .but nothing is 
snore dubious ^nd uncertain than the ideas of the beft politic 
cians concerning them. I know of no author that has difco-< 
vered the mean number of acres for each perfon, in exa& pro-^ 
port ion. to the nature of the foil and its produ&s ; nor when 
that point is fettled, how many people a nation fhould confift 
of, to be fecure according to the perfedion of the art of war 
in modern, times, and according to all the variety of means of 
communication from one part of a country to another, which 
every one enjoys now, fuperior to fix or feven hundred years 
ago. Iriftances are very rare ; the Italian and German fove- 
reignties, are none of them fuch ; the only three initances I 
know of, are the Dutch, the Swifs, and Denmark— to which 
fome would add Portugal, but I queftion .whether juftly. The 
* two republics are inferior in fize and number of people, to.fe-< 
veral fovereigntjes in Italy and Germany, but none can ever 
be half fo fecure from being conquered, or annexed by trea- 
ties of peace to any other powers ; which has been often the 
cafe with very considerable territories in both thofe countries. 
The Dutch and Swifs are diftin& from their neighbours, are 
no parts of pne whole— have a. language of their own, and a 

national 
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national charafler which is peculiarly different from their 
neighbours. Now in Germany and Italy, it is totally differ- 
ent ; all Italy is of 6nc religion, one language, and one ge- 
neral chara&er, with but flight variations ; there is no great 
difference, therefore, to the generality of the inhabitants, un- 
der what Sovereign they are ; or at leaf! no other difference 
than the reputation of the day, in refpeft of lenity and feve- 
rity. Think of the changes of the Milanefe, the Dutchies, 
Tufcany,and the Sicilies, fovereignties which are kept diftind 
from their neighbours merely by the negotiations of fuperior 
powers. It is nearly the fame in Germany j no one will af- 
iert that fuch transfers of provinces, and coniiderable ones 
too, have not been frequent there, and in future, infinitely 
more, probable than with the other powers I named. The 
King of Denmark has very few fubjedts, and thofe in no 
proportion to the foil, but national cnara&er and language* 
will fecure his independency. I cannot allow Portugal to come 
into the lift ; there is fcarce any difference in the important 
point of national chara£ter, and the language is. but another 
name for bad Spanish ; add to all this, the fituation is the 
moft ftriking inftance in all the globe, of a territory being a 
diftinft fovereignty, contrary to the very. nature of it. I con- 
fider the independency of Portugal, as very equivocal, in »ef- 
pe& to future ages.— -From all thefe circumftances, it is 
clear that a people much lefs numerous than commonly ima- 
gined^ may be entirely fecure of independency, if they have 
a peculiar national character arid language. I have no doubt 
but any one of the iflands of Sicily, Sardinia, Candia, or Cy- 
prus, entirely peopled with Tartars, Ruffians, Cbinefe, Nor^ 
wegians, or, in fhort, a people totally different from all 
others, with a language of their own, would preferve their- 
independency, in fpite of the moft unfavourable events that 
are within probability. Corfica, without thofe advantages* 
entire, will prove it. But to return from this digreffioit.— 

" The beft authorities I have been able to get concerning 
the number of people in France, differ greatly ; from thirteen 
millions to twenty. In fuch cafes the medium is generally 
found to be neareft the truth. I fliall therefore fuppofe them 
to be fixteen and an half. That number on an hundred and 
fifty thoufand fquare miles, is in the proportion of one hun- 
dred and ten perfons to each ; and as a fquare mile contains 
fix hundred and forty acres, it amounts nearly to five acres, 
and three quarters, to each perfon. 

* 4 The beft accounts that can be procured make the nurnber 
pf people in the three Britifh iflands, to amount to ten mil-. 

lions j 
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Jrmsy At number of fquare miles is 104,060, or ninety- fix 
perfous to each, which is nearly fix acres, and three quarters 
• sq each. 

w France is therefore by much the moft populous of the two ; 
and if we confider the difference of fertility, this fuperiority 
will not furprize us, notwithftanding the want of liberty, ce- 
libacy of the clergy, and inferiority of trade. For that point 
$£ fertility is prodigioufly on her fide* 

w I cannot help obferving here, that this article of populouf- 
ntk k the grand affair of all others ; I know not what con- 
ftquences we are to wife for, from a perfett culture of the 
land, from numerous manufactures, and from an enlarged 
commerce, unlefs it be a great increafe of people, and there 
can be little doubt but fuch really are the efreds of them, 
from which we learn, that if England was not in a* fuperior 
pofleffion of thole great advantages, there wouid be a yet 

freater difproportioq between her populoufnefs, and that of 
ranee. * . 

" Liberty, agriculture, manufa&urcs, and commerce, are: 
fappofed to be fuch powerful caufes of population, that I have 
&o doubt but this inferiority falls on the fide where it would 
not generally be expected : yet fo it is j and it proves that all 
human improvement does not equal natural caufes when they 
*re left to themfehres ; which' in the cafe of France, indeed 
they have not bean, for population in that country has met 
with feme cruel ftrakes. 

* c In refpefl to an equal divifron of thepeople, France ha* 
like wife the advantage greatly : A prodigious part of Scotland 
is entirely barren (reputed fo) wherea* in France the barren 
tracks are (battered about, and furrounded by fertile ones ; 
A difference very material ; for it of courfe fpreads the people 
pretty equally, and the immediate neighbourhood of cultivat- 
ed lands, has a mighty effect oil the minds of the owner of bad 
foils 5. the different coafequences of culture and no culture are 
then fo ftrikinj, that in a courfe of time, it gradually im- 
proves the bad foils : But when fuch vaft ranges of country are 
delblate and barren, like great parts of Scotland, a general 
Wckwardnefs to improve muft prevail amongft the few inha- 
pitant?, even when natural advantages oflcr themfelves in the 
midft q£ fuch a country, there is not ftrength or fpirit nearly 
jdtfficieat to turn them to utility and profit;" 

The next article is truly curious, and is fuch a leffort to oi^r 
government, on the pernicious confequence of fuffering the 
yearly increafe of new buildings in and about London, and 
the concourfe of the inhabitants of all pajta of Great Britain 

to 
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to the capital, to pais unnoticed, that if it has no effeft ort 
our ftatefmen and fegiflators, will be a convincing proof thae 
private intereft gives place, in every department, to thzfolui 



" Capitals. There are many political writers who infift, 
withgreatearneftnefs,on the utility of very great cities, and who 
fpeak with a degree of rapture on London and Paris ; but, not 
to give too haftily Jnto fuch an opinion, I eannot help doubt- 
ing the fadl being' as they reprefent it, but on the contrary 
muft fuppofe, that there ought to be a proportion between the 
head and the reft of the members of the body politic, as well a* 
in the human frame : It may be difficult to point out this pro- 
portion precifely, but the reality of its existence is neverthe- 
less certain. 

44 A very large capital is of bad confequences, in obftru<5Hng 
the people being equally difperfed— in occafioning vaft fums 
of money to be fpent, lefs to the public benefit than they in- 
evitably would be (fuppofing the nation equally rich) if the 
inhabitants were more Scattered about— ana of very remark- 
able ill efleds, in giving a prodigious importance to one par- 
ticular fpot of territory, not more defenfible than other parts ; 
nor very likely fo much fo. Thefe circumftances are all of 
importance, and deferve to be well confidered, before we pro- 
nounce fo readily in favour of overgrown metropolifes. 

" Without giving into all the common declamations againft 
luxury, we may be certain that the fums of private money, 
expended, or rather wafted, in the capital, without giving 
employment to ufeful hands, are vaftly greater than they 
would be in the fmaller towns, or in the country. There 
ought to be more clear diftin&ions made, of the different na- 
tures of luxury, than our political writings at prefent con- 
tain. If the inhabitants of any country are prodigal, and in- 
finitely expensive in fine cloaths— -laces, &c. &c. which are 
their own products, and wrought by their own people, their 
luxury, if it is fo called, will prove an advantage to their 
country — but, on the contrary, if they fpend- large fums in 
foreign manufactures, or in their own, if wrought from fo- 
reign materials, fuch luxury is very pernicious— the firft evi- 
dently fo to all mankind; the fecond, Hkewife, ought to be 
very clear (although not of equal bad con&quence) as it draws 
their people from manufacturing their own produces. Now, 
to any unprejudiced perfon, I am certain it muft appear a 
determined fa&, that the latter fpecies of luxury takes place, 
much more in very large cities, than in fmaller ones, and in- 
finitely more than in the country^that is, the inhabitant of 

the 
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the former fpends more money unprofitable to the public, thai* 
the inhabitant of the latter— both their fortunes fuppofed 
equal. 

" A modern author of very great reputation, takes ill this 
cafe the oppofite fide of the queftion. I (hall quote the paf- 
fcge: ^ It is certain that the number of people in Lon- 
don is about five times as great as at the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; and though it cannot be fuppofed, that the number of 
people in this ifland hath encreaied in the fame proportion, 
yet it is certain that they have very much encreafed, as is ap- 
parent from the growth of other great cities, the f welling of 
foiall villages into large towns, and the railing on our coafts 
of many new fea ports. It may indeed be obje&ed, that if 
people remove out of the country, into great towns, this aug r 
ments the number of their inhabitants, but not that of the 
nation, but then the fa& muft be proved, which is a thing 
icnpoffiblej for fuch as dwell in great towns confume a larger 
quantity of provifiohs, and all other neceflaries, than fuch as 
live fcattered up and down the country j they muft confe- 
quently be fupplied with thefe, and therefore the growth of 
towns muft encreafe the number of people in the country" 
about them. Thus the farther we trace this matter, the 
clearer, and the more certain it appears, and therefore what 
is deduced from it cannot be rationally called in queftion.* 

" This ingenious gentleman fays, 'but then the fa& muft. 
be proved, which is a thing impoffible,' which is precifely 
the anfwer to his own argument, how will he prove, that the . 
vaft growth of London is.not owing to the people leaving the 
country and flocking to it? So far from it, that nothing can 
be clearer than the very contrary ; for I much queftion, if 
there is a large village in England that does not, in a fhort . 
fpace of time, afford the capital one of its young men or 
women, who have all a great idea of the riches of London, 
and think that fix times the wages are to be had there as in 
the country; and the fnialler towns conftantly lofe numbers 
in, the fame way, add to this the country gentlemens refiding 
the winters in London, with their families, till many live 
there entirely* Thefe circumftances are common to both 
London and Paris, but by far moft fo to the former, for there 
are not half the conveniences for the poor people to go to. 
Paris, from the provinces, as from the counties to London— 
they may travel feventy miles in England, fare and expences 
included, for feven {hillings, regular carriages move with 
fuch expedition, whereas there are not three in France that 
move more than an ordinary pace — »the difference of which is 

pro- 
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^igious. Crofs roads fhould all be good, thofe to the capital 
as bad as poffible : The very reverie of this is the cafe, 

" It is likewife aliened in the above paflage, ' that the con- 
fumption of neceflaries is greater in the capital than the coun- 
try, and thereby the numbers in the latter encreafed. I have 
no conception, the fa& is true : I think I have already proved* 
that the detrimental confumptidn is greater — but that that of 
necefiaries is the farhe is very paradoxical. If a family poffef* 
fed of a certain income refides on their eftate, whether it be in 
France or England, I am perfuaded there is not one article 
of their neceflary confumption, lefs than it would be at Paris 
or London : Provifiohs are in quantity fuperior, for there is 
ever a greater plenty in their country houfes, than theif t&wft 
ones, more poor people eat in their kitfchens, and with very 
good reaibn, for they are known, which is the cafe with fcar.ce 
any in town, more iervants are infallibly kept — all the fuper- 
fluous fiiowy ones of „ the capital, with others by far fnore va- 
luable to the kingdom, thofe whofe bufinefs is without doors ; 
improvements are carried on in the lands, or park, adjoining 
the houfe, in a greater degree than whenhalf the year is fpent iq 
London, and likewife for a good reafon, the owners can 
much better afford it ; all thefe points, and rnany others, oc- 
cafion a larger family than any perfon of the fame fortune 
keeps in town. It miay b6 obferved indeed, that there are 
multitudes employed in the carriages, which regularly com- 
municate with London and Paris, which is true ; but theri* 
if ail the towns of France and England, received their (hares 
of the inhabitants of thefe two cities — carriages in other parts 
would encreafe— • but if they were to drop at once, it Would be 
of ten times the advantage id the kingdoms refpectively, for 
there is infinitely more mifchief refults from the multiplicity 
of horfes they employ* than advantage in the number of 
men j this is a fa&, but it would be too tedious to difcufs it 
at prefent* In what articles, therefore, this fuperiority of con- 
fumption confifts, I cannot devife— thofe of food-*-raiment , 
their own manu failures, that is — building — coaches, &c* 
All kinds of furniture, || &c. &c. tec. would be by far more 
confiderable in the country, than in the capital city ; and if 
we confider every trade and bufinefs whatever, employed by 

a fa- 
■ i — ' ' ■■ ■ ■ * i 

. * This article would encreafe in fmall towns, in propor- 
tion tothe decreafe of the capitals, I mean ihowy ones, others 
would in the country. 

|| Would be fix times as great ; compare the fize of hou&% 
in the country wiiu thofe in the capitals* , , 
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i family, rich enough tp rcfide in the capital, except thofe of 
detrimental luxury, we ihall find more employed by thofc who 
tefide in the capital, fortune equal. 

" But one great and material point remains. Which is moft 
favourable to population ! To call great cities the graves of 
the human fpecies, would by fome be thought to favour of 
prejudice; but to aflert that the encreafe of a million of 
peqple, fcattered about the country, is infinitely greater than 
of the fame number cooped up in a city, is to advance a fad ac* 
Jcnowledged by all Europe— and mathematically demorr- 
ftrable. And this, fa& is of ftich great importance as morfc 
than to balance all the advantages which the above quotation 
'gives to great cities ; if fuch advantages are merely ideal, 
what muft be the cafe then ? 

" The laft head under which I fhallconfider the eonfequence* 
of fuch great capital cities, is that of danger from an enemy* 
In cafes of foreign irivafipn?, no particular fpot in a country 
ought to be of fuch vaft Importance, a$ to render the fafety of 
it a point of more than commonly national -concern; This 
maxim is clearly drawn 'from the inftances of which I am 
fpeaking* If an enemy was to break into France at the head 
of a victorious army, what objeft of more than common im- 
portance could he have in view, by feeuring which' the waf 
V.ould be epded at one ftroke, but Paris ? Let an. army march 
into that city.— I will not fay he would immediately have 
r carte blanche offered him ; but I am clear, that a peace muft 
be made with him immediately, or he would foon pay himfelf 
the expences of the war, for py one ftroke he gets poffeffioft 
. of a five and twentieth part of the French fubjetts— and thofc 
infinitely the richdh 

u Such an event at London would be. fix times as decifive • 
for he would immediately command a tenth of the Britiftr 
fubje&s, at the fame time, the chief part of the vaft trade of 
England, and an infinite proportion of the riches of the king- 
dom, a neceffary confequence of the vaft fabrick of banks, 
funds, and credit, which have their refidence all at London. 
Indeed the train of confequences which would immediately 
follow, is almoft inconceivable : twenty years of otherwife 
fuccefsfal war, would not be attended with fuch decifive 
advantages. 

"The wretched politicks therefore, offufferfng the moft im- 
portant concerns of a great kingdom, almoft its very being v 
and independance to hang upon fuch a point, muft be ea*- " 
tremely obvious : and difplays in the ftrongeft manner, the 
moft pernicious efFe&s, which during any war, a nation is 
liable to, whofe capital is fo out of proportion to the body of 
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the people at large; This is the reafon that the dread of 4 
French invafion was always fo great in England ; had 
{jondon been no larger than Briftol, and a mere place of 
trade—* had the feat of legiflature — government— law— and 
all public offices, been in the center of the kingdom, and 
well executed laws prevented fuch place from growing too 
large, the Englifh would not have fuch cogent reafons tp 
fear, as they have fometimes done in fo apparently pu- 
sillanimous a manner, the landing of a foreign enemy. # 
Rafh affertions, that bear too much the face of paradoxes, I 
am not fond of, but I believe, on cool confederation, I fhould 
not be thought to hazard one, was I to aflert, that an ene r 
pay's marching into either Paris or London— driving the in- 
habitants out, and burning them to the ground, would not 
in the end prove a misfortune, either to France or England. 

From all that can be ventured on this fubject of capital 

cities, the following conclufion, I apprehend, jqft and deci- 
five : That the country > in this refpecl 9 labours under the* greatejl 
misfortunes^ whofe capital is the mo/l populous. . 

44 France therefore, in, this point of comparifon, has vaftjy 
the fuperiority : The number of inhabitants is fixteen milli- 
pns, and an half, and her capital contains about fix hundred 
and fifty thoufand, whereas the capital of the Englifh domi- 
nions has a million of inhabitants, when the whole number 
of fubjefts in the thxeeiffands, do not exceed ten' millions. 
Or, in other words, Paris contains one twenty fifth of, the 
whole, and London one tenth. This great inferiority of 
England, is one reafon of her not coming nearer to France 
in the article of populoufnefs," 

With refpecT: to government this writer very candidly 
gives the preference to England on the principle of public 
freedom, and he very judicioufly ftates the- difad vantages 
which arife likewife from this invaluable bleffing,— J* In a 
free country, he obferves, the government cannot in many 
conjunctures make ufe of the real power of the nation,— for 
no frefc people can be free from factions,— if they were fo, 
they would hot long preferve their freedom— -and it is the 
nature of faction tp oppofe- every thing but. private interefh, 
by which means the government is in fome meafure (hackled, 
and precious opportunities are loft, which in affairs of im- 
portance are ever to be recalled/ *Thus freedom itfelf, that 
greateft of -human bleffings, may be of bad confequence to its 
pofTefTors, in fqme peculiar fituations,— But when there is 
fuch an harmony between the government and the fubjeft, as 
to prevent the ill effeds of faction, and the nation, and its 
king, are equally vigorous in any meafure of defence, a free 
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ycqple in fuch fituation will defend themfelves with more fuc- 
ceis than thofe who live under an arbitrary monarchy ; indeed 
they have in this cafe a wonderful fuperiorify, they have a 
caufe that makes them more than* men." 

He finds great fault with the laws in both countries, and 
jnakes this nice diftinftion.— Thofe of France are evaded and 
'warped by the corruption and partiality of the judges j and 
thofe of England are fo infinitely expenfive in the execution, 
that there is fcarce a trefpafs to be made, but a man had better 
fubmij to it, than apply to the law for juftice. 

The ftate of manufactures he leaves doubtful, as a point 
Very difficult to determine. — " France employs h^rfelf princi- 
pally (almoft entirely) in manufacturing her own produdts— 7 
land that in a much greater degree than England, —fhe con- 
fumes none but her own manufactures : whereas the rage of 

fajhion in England almcji always turns on foreign ones." The 
.jreHe&ion on our country is juft, but excepting the French 
nation from this foible is an unpardonable partiality. Two 
articles of vaftconfumption in France, manufactured in foreign 
countries, clearly prove the contrary. Linnen, which they 
import from Holland, and Bruffels and Mechlin lace from 
the Auftrian Netherlands, coveted by all women of dif- 

^tindtion in France, while they defpife their own blond laces, 
the reigning fafhion in England. ... 

I The commerce of France he acknowledges will btar no 
comparifon with that of prcat Britain,* but to our great mor- 
tification, and to the reproach of our government," he points 
out the branches of foreign tr^de where we h^tfc loft a fupcri- 

.prity we once poflefled, and gives the French nation apian 

for recovering great part* of that we ftill enjoy in North 

America. " ': v 

The article of general wealth he divides into four 

' par ts. '. : .'.,',.;:>..: ' 

1. The Rental. 

2. The perifhable perfohal Eftates. ' 

3. The valuable' ditto, , 

4. The current Coin. ' 
With refpe& to the Rental, he reckons the difference to be 

jlo, ooc,ooo 1. fterling in favour of France : — we will not difpute 
the exact nefs of his calculations, fince on the whole a very 
great fuperiority cannot be 'denied.; » 

But with refpeft to the fecond article what he calls very 
improperly perifhable perfonal Eftates— he is totally loft, and 
1)ewi!dered in his ', ideas beyond exprefiionV " He fuppofes 
, that fo much more numerous a people, pofleffing fo confi- 
scable a trade, and fuch vaft manufactures and Superior rental 
'.' '• , * * . ,. ; . ■ ■• • °* 
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of above twenty millions, are circumftances that muft be our 
guides in this point." — Not at all, for it is not the number of 
the people alone, but' the number of hands ufefully employed 
that produce the riches of a ftate, and he had before allowed 
that the Englifli employ more hands thap the French in ma- 
nufactures.— As to the donfiderabte trade, and vaft manu- 
factures of France, they are not fo apparent as he imagines; 
and the fingle branches of 1 manufactured woollen and linnen 
goods, including the effects of our Eaft India company, are 
Efficient of themfelves to give the fuperiority to England iji 
what he terms perifliable perfonal eftates. 

As to valuable perfonals, or plate and jewels, he is like- 
wife grofsly qiiftafcen in giving the preference to France :-^- 
he gives \credit to Voltaire's calculation, who computes ' 
thefe perfonals in France at 52,500,0001. fterling, or 
twdve . millions of Uvres, and he adds that the moft 

J'udicious fenglifb writers do not compute this article ia 
England and Scotland at more than 20,000,000 1. %o whicji 
he adds 2,000,000 1. — We know not what author Jie has 
confulted, but we beg leave to refer hito to '" An Effay on the 
National Debt and National Capital* written by Andrew 
IJooJce, Efq; of Briftol, and published by W. Owen, ifi 
Fleet-ftreet, London^ 1749," where he will -find the whole 
perfonal ftock of the nation, confifting in wrought plate , bullion, 
jewels, rings,- furniture, apparel, flipping, flock, tn irade y flock 
for confumption, and live flock of cattle, ^ eft i mated at six 
•hundred millions fterling ; and I ieave it to Our "author to 
put his two articles of-r-penfliable and valuable perfonals to- 
gether, or to divide them if he thinks proper, and if he has 
the leaft notion of political arithmetic, he will foon find that 
we have immenfely the fuperiority; — to thfs calculation let 
him add the diamonds and other valuable perfonals brought 
jnto this kingdom from India, in the fpacc of twenty-on,c 
years, from 1.749 to 1770. 

He follows Voltaire's authority with refpeS to the amount 
of the current coin in France, which he fets down at 
52,obo,oool. fterling, and tells us it is well known thjs 
article in the fifitijb dominions does not amount to 2O,0Qp,ooqh 
but for this afTertion he produces no authority whatever,-*** 
I lhall therefore again refer him to Mr. Hooke, who makes 
the current coin amount to 30,000,0001. in 1749 : and we 
Ihould imagine it is at prefent doublejhat fum, efpeciallv if 
• bank notes are allowed to be equal to current coin, which is 
but equitable while the hank daily iflues money in exchange 
for them, but this our author will hardly allow me, as in the 
next article he ta^es £o pieces the whole fabrick of our public 
Credit.— On this fubjeft he is copious, argumentative, and in 
i .. * . .*. .'•.•„. » piany 
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many refpe&s dccifivc— On this ground therefore, wc think 
it our duty to meet him fairly in pur next number, when ? 
after having had time tp confute fome refpedable authorities, 
we hope Jo give our readers a further fatisfa&ory account of 
fhis formidable treatife.— And as writings of thjs caft bu{ 
{bldorn appear, we doubt not the patienceand continued at- 
tention of the public, the field of com pari fon being fo large, 
&nd the points to be difcuffed fo very important. 

A Free Addrefs to Freemen^ iy William Sharp, juii. 
8vo t 6d. Flexriey.' ' ' 

BY what we can collect from this addrefs, it might there 
properly have been fitted a declamation, as it appears to 
Jiave been delivered by Mr. Sharp to a fociety meeting at 
Newpbrt in tbelfle of Wight, to ciomqfierhorate our glorious 
and immortal deliverer William III. but whether this fociety 
facets annually or'oftener is a matter of ho import, therefore 
Mr. Sharp does .not gratify our curiofity in this particular— 
The c&mpofition is hafty, and consequently incorrect— As 
the firft" flour ith of a young patriotic orator, it muft have had 
great merit, but we are afraid this will tje 'greatly leffencc? 
Vith the public at this time, when fo may abfc pens are em- 
ployed iri difcuflirig pojtficaj topics. 

4 Letttr to Robert Morris, $fy\ wherein the Rife and 
Progrefs of our Political Difpuies are considered, toge- 
ther with fome OJfervrtidns on f he Power of Judges 
and Juries as relating to the Cafe of Ahnon and Wood- 
fall 8vq. is 6cU Baldwin* 

THIS is an attempt to controvert the popular opinion con- 
cerning the ; power of juries, efpeciaily in the cafes re- 
ferred to : it came fo late to hand, that it was impbffible to 
give it that clofe attention which the fubjedt requires : it is 
therefore only mentioned to (hew the author, and our rea- 
ders, that we intend to f>urfue the golden rule of equity, 
** Audi alteram partem;" and we fhajl accprdingly acquit 
©urfelves of this obligation next month. 



*„* Ottr ecrrefpendent <uuhc dtftred the insertion of all the letters and. 
edvertifements relative to Mr. Home's Dijpute ivith Mr. Wilkes, fot' 
gets that they do net contain any public Political Matter—Our fenfe of 
the Contefi will appear by the Flute for this Month* 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

On the danger to which Princes are expo/ed by placing their con* 

fidence in unworthy perfons. 

An Oriental Allegory. 

THE Princes of the eaft, accuftomed to the grofleft 
flattery, fcarce ever bear the truth, but under the em* 
Mem of a fable : no one dares remonftrate with him, who has 
the power of life and death in his hands ; and he, who wifhes 
to give him falutary advice is afraid to do it openly. 

A young Prince, who afcended the throne of one of the orien- 
tal empires at an age, when men are fcarce able to diftinguifh 
truth from falfehood, afked his vizir, to whom length of years 
bad given profound experience ; what fort of men were worthy 
to be near the perfons of Kings ? Alas ! replied the Minifter, 
they Should never confide in thofe, who feem the moft folt- 
sjtous to pleafe them. A thorough knowledge of mankind 
1$ difficult to all perfons, but it is almoft unattainable by 
monarchs. A Sultan of Aleppo, who had the misfortune tQ 
err in the choice of a favourite, was undeceived by animals. 

Rustem was the name of this Prince, who, funk in the 
arms of indolence, abandoned the painful duties of govern- 
ment, of which he knew himfelf incapable, to the direction 
of his Minifters. Objects of luxury and trifling amufements 
Wholly poffeffed his foul : he prefcred a Jeweller, who could 

Vol. VIII. S furnift 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( "8 ) 

furnifh.him with elegant jewels, to a General who gained 
htm victories, and the moft important employment at Court 
was that of a Jeweller. 

Ruftem's favourite Sultana brought him a Son, and as he 
had entrufted all he held dear in the world, his diamonds * to 
the care of his Jeweller, he thought he could not do better 
than to confign to him alfo, the heir of his throne. 

Sadi, the New Governor, infufed into the mind of his pupil 
all the vices of his own nature, or rather he cultivated the 
feeds of thofe vices with which all men are born, but which 
a good education and Wife reflections alone can ftifle. The 
young prince Behadirchah accuftomed to have his own way, 
and corrupted in his infancy by flatterers, grew impetuous, 
unjuft and covetous, looking upon the people he was one day 
to govern, as ah eftate which he might difpofe of according to 
his caprice. The trade his Governor had followed before he 
Was raifed to his prefent dignity, left him a ftrong paflion for 
precious ftones, which, with the reft of his inclinations, was 
tranfmitted to his pupil. Sadi, hearing that a Jew was ar- 
rived at Aleppo with a confiderable quantity of Jewels, per- 
fuaded the young prince to buy fome of them, meaning alfo 
to turn this favourable opportunity, to his own account. 

The Jew being fent for to the Seraglio, faw his Jewels 
feized on, and a price offered him, which by no means an* 
fwered his expectations: he complained of this violence and 
reclaimed bis diamonds. Behadirchah un accuftomed to con- 
tradiction, ordered him to be turned out of the Seraglio: the 
Unfortunate man aftoniftied at this inju (lice, grew louder in 
lis complaints, and uttered feveral unguarded expreflions, on 
which the Prince, inftigated by his barbarous Governor, 
•commanded him to be beat in fo cruel a manner, that he ex- 
pired on the fpot. 

The rumour of this foul deed, highly enraged Rufiem 
agairift his Son and his Governor : the young prince was 
tfent prifoner to a caftie at fome diftance from the court \ and 
Sadi driven from the palace, wanted to accompany his pupil ; 
ibut the prince loaded him with reproaches, and ordered him. 
.never to approach his perfon again, left he (bould perfuade 
Jlim to new crimes. 

The unhappy wretch was then obliged to retire from all- 
the world, and one night as he was travelling in a thick 
fbreft, he trod upon one of thofe pits, which are common in 
theeaftern countries, being covered lightly over with mofs, 
to deceive and entrap wild beads* Into this pit Sadi fell, and 
to jncreafe his horror found himfelf in the company of three 
-animals— a Lion % an Jj>e> tndfifcrpwtj but fear wa$ his only 

enemy 
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enemy— for the mod favage animals become tame, when they 
are taken in a fnafe. The next day, when he was hourly 
expe&ing that thefe animals, through hunger, would take 
away his life, he difcovered a man at the furface of the pit, 
to whom he immediately cried for arfiftance : the traveller 
touched at his misfortune threw down a cord, to draw him 
out of his melancholy refidence. 

The Ape^ who was more alert than Sadi, feized on the 
rope, and appeared at the mouth of the pit, inftead of the 
man, whom the traveller expe&ed. «' Hereafter you will 
not repent, faid the Ape to him, the 'favour you have done 
me in faving my life.; — The brute creatiori are capable of ac- 
knowledging favours, and of being grateful to their benefac- 
tors: you defigned to fave the man who fhared my misfor- 
tune, Heaven grant he may not one day or other, make you 
curfe your generofity ! — my abode is at the foot of yonder 
mountain ; and it is my wifli, that I may meet you again, 
and be ufeful to you." The traveller, who made no account 
of thefe promifes dr6w him up, and releafed him, partly out 
of pity, but more through impatience to throw down the cord 
to relieve his fellow mortal : on this fecond operation he fel(; 
a weight which put him out of doubt that he had got the 
man, but on feeing the horrid briftles, the teeth and talons 
of the king of animals, he was fo terrified, that he was on 
the point of letting go this heavy load. " Take courage, faid 
the Lion to him, in a mild, but majeftic tone : — Let not thy 
fear prove fatal to us both— thou wilt acquire no contemptible 
defender — I may, hereafter, preferve thy life as thou haft 
mine — thy comrade in the pit will never do thee fo good an 
office. The traveller animated by this powerful harangue, 
redoubled his efforts, and at length fucceeded in fetting him 
free. — Friend, added the Lion, with an air of protection,—- 
my den is in the foieft in the neighbourhood of the city, \ 
hope we (hall meet again." 

There remained ftill two prifoners to deliver, the rope was let 
down again to the bottom of the pit, when the Serpent twined 
himfelf round ft. " Gener6us deliverer, faid this reptile to 
him who had faved his life, I will give you a piece of advice, 
but you will not follow it ; " wifdom is the lot of Serpents, 
of which men often ftand in need.— I havq left at the bottom 
of the pit, the moft ungrateful of mortals, I am (killed in 
phyfiognomy, and am fure this wretch has committed fome 
crime, for which Providence means to punifh him $ abandon 
him to his deftiny, if thou wouldft not repent of thy libe- 
rality ; thou haft the air of being too eafyj I promjfe thee pn 
the word of a Serpent, to draw thee out of thefirft difficulty, 

S 2 "" i^to 
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Into which thy excefs of goodncfs (hall precipitate thee— adieu. 
My domicile is along the walls of the city.— Profit by my ad- 
vice, and rely on the acknowledgements of an. animal, who 
is too wife to be ungrateful." 

The traveller too humane to follow an admonition that 
would have been falutary to him* let fall the cord a fourth 
time, and the unfortunate Sadi, now laying hold of.it, faw 
himfelf delivered beyond his expectations. It is impoffible to 
defcribe his tranfports of joy, the effufions of gratitude he 
(hewed to his benefactor, or the promifes he made him, which 
far exceeded thofe of his fellow cantives ; embracing the tra- 
veller with tears of affe&ion, he began to recompenfe him 
for this important fervice, by deceiving him. In fad, the 
hiftory of Sadi's life was too humiliating for him to relate 
the exa& truth ; he owned that he had been difgraced at 
court, and was fallen from the fummit of fortune, but be 
took care to conceal the caufe. Sadi mentioned only the in- 
gratitude of Princes, and the injuftice they were frequently 
guilty of; telling his deliverer that he was one of thofe ex- 
amples, which (hould teach men not to rely on the favours 
of the great; and introducing into his difcourfe fo much 
morality and virtue, that the traveller thought he had faved 
a philpfopher. " I live, added he, in the fuburbs of the city, 
and I offer you an afylum in my poor retreat." 

The traveller had other profpedts in view ; he purfued hkt 
journey to the Indies to purchafe merchandife, indulging 
himfelf as he went, in thofe pleafing refle&ions which low 
from the confcioufnefs of virtuous actions, Arrived at the 

filace of his deftination, commerce favoured him, his money 
uccefsfully employed, returned him four- fold ; and at length 
being enriched beyond his utmoft hopes, he had a defire to 
reviiit his native country; accordingly, he took the fame 
route back again ; and traverfing the roreft in which he had 
faved the unfortunate prifoners a few years before, he mufed 
with great pleafure on the fine fpeeches of Sadi ; but as for 
the promifes of the three animals be never once thought of 
them, or if he did, it was only to felicitate himfelf, that 
they did not devour the benefadtor that had preferved them. 

In the raidft of his reveries, a band of robbers furrounded 
him, difmounted and {tripped him, and were preparing to 
take away his life, when ope of them represented to the reft, 
that this additional crime was needlefs. They, therefore, tied 
him hand and foot, and faftened him to a tree, where they 
left him expofed to the injuries of the weather, and hourly 
expedting death to put an end to his mifery ; when the loud 
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lamentations he made, drew the attention at the Apt wfaofe 
jefidence was at no great diftance from the place ; the ani- 
mal followed the cries, and coming to the (pot found his bc^ 
oefa&or in as bad a Etuation as that from which he had for- 
merly delivered him. Inftantly with his teeth and his paws, 
he tore afunder the bands that tied Achmed, he warmed him 
by his embraces, and conduced him to a cave, where he gave 
him feme wild fruits to appeafe his hunger. The recital of 
his melancholy adventure affefled this grateful animal i and 
his knowledge of all parts of the foreft, led him eafily to the 
difcovery of the rendezvous of the banditti, who had plun- 
dered his friend. He repaired to the £lace with that celerity 
and agility which is common to thefe animals, and furprifed 
them aileep : perceiving fome fades which by their weight he 
judged to be tilled with gold, he loaded himfelf chearfully 
with a burden made light by gratitude j and dragging after him 
the cloaths which he took to be thofc of his gueft, he arrived 
at the grotto with that joy which a generous aftion infpires. 

Achmed having recovered his treafure, thanked the friendly 
Ape, and continued his journey. As he proceeded, he in- 
wardly reproached himfelf for the contemptible notion he had 
entertained of the gratitude of beafts, when he difcovered the 
approach of a terrible Lion ; but when he was almoft dead 
with fear, the king of animals, inftead of horrible roarings, 
aceofted him in thefe mildj terms. " Come my friend and 
deliverer, thou haft laved my life, I will now (hew thee my 
gratitude, let us retire to my den, there thou (halt repofe thy- 
felf after the fatigues of the day. 

The proceedings of the Ape, had partly reconciled Achmed 
to the company of beafts, and in hopes the monarch of the 
Woods would not be lefs generous to him than the Ape y as 
well to arnuf* his majefty, as to fet him a good example ; he 
related to him the noble a£ts of the Ape. The Lion acknow* 
ledged that his conduit was very commendable, and then re* 
{letting fecretly,. that it did not become his dignity to be left 
generous thaa one of his moft feeble fubje&s, he made his 
gueft promife, not to leave his den before his return, and 
went out in purfuit of his defign. 

The caftle to which Rustem had confined his fon, was 
in the neighbourhood of the foreft, this unfortunate Prince 
who had only a fmall toumber of domeftics, often walked out 
alone in an adjacent park, encompafled with a very low wall, 
JJis tafte for jewels was not yet abated, for he conftantly 
Wore a turban enriched with an aigrette of diamonds, which 
Was the fole relick of hi? former profperity* 
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• The Lion having frequently obferved this piece of oftenta- 
tion, faw two advantages arifing from the deftruSion of the 
Prince; the one a very good breakfaft for himfelf, the other 
a very rich prefent for his gueft. The king of animals thert 
darted fuddenly on the prince of men ;' the viftory did not 
long remain doubtful : the fame providence which revenged 
the death of the Jew by the talons of the Lion 9 dire&ed the 
rich turban to the good traveller, which the Lion brought to 
him in the den with grateful tranfport. 

Achmed loaded with kindnefs by hi? hoft, who had at 
- firft excited his fears, directed his fteps towards the city, 
where he hoped to find his friend Sadi — reafoning thus as he 
proceeded : " Since brutes repay fo generoufly the fei-vices 
that are done them, what may we not expe& from men." 
He entered the city early in the morning : the news of the 
Prince's death was already known, fome blood and the re- 
mains of a body had been found in the park belonging to the 
feat of his exile, and the fubje£t in difpute was, whether the 
unfortunate Behadircbah had been devoured by wild beafts, or 
murdered by robbers, who the better to difguife their crime 
had mangled and carried off part of the body. 

When Achmed arrived at the houfe of his friend, as foon 
as the firft tranfports of joy on meeting were over, he relat- 
ed to him his Angular adventures.— An Ape % had reftored him 
his liberty and fortune, taken from him by robbers ; and a 
Lion furpaffing the bounty of all other monarchs, had given 
him an aigrette of diamonds worthy to adorn the turban of 
the commander of the true believers. Our unfortunate tra- 
veller did not forefee the mifery which this fatal aigrette would 
bring upon him ; he knew not that it had belonged to the 
King's fon j and had been the caufe of the tragical end of 
that Prince : as it was difficult to difpdfe of this "Valuable pre- 
fent; Achmed qonfulted his friend on that fubjeft, and being 
now verv rich, he intreated him to find a perfon to eftimate 
his jewels, that he might divide them with him. 

Sadi immediately knew the diamonds again, which hehim- 
felf had fet : behold faid he, to himfelf, the aigrette of the 
Prince, whofe death we deplore ! what reward may not that 
man expeft, who {hall difcover to the affiided monarch the 
murderer of his fon, and aid his vengeance !— After having 
affe&ionately embraced his deliverer, and performed all the 
firft ceremonies of hofpitality, when the traveller, in full con- 
fidence, retired to reft, the perfidious Jeweller prepared to 
Carry into execution his vile purpofe. Not in the leaft (hock- 
ed at the horrid crinie he was about to commit* and making 
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h *s ch^ fu PPokt gr ? te '« proof. The Sultan immediately fei 

Jn hls r & c a PPea° j mil?aJ » who , 'g norant of the crime laid t 
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L n er > had K W *° f^^.,^enee that had brought it upon hin 
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he r ^ ^an if *>*^\!^ifli *ii m > as tD Y favc A ^ hmed * ea % I*™ 

H'ret !* rns evfl *V *&? «* & id not J forewarn J™'" faid h 
*»o»u ^ou f> ^^f!* rt- ungrateful of all animals, and th; 
fore/ W|j W^%* od " I doubted *<* that the ungtatefi 

ty//2T?fl***V *> aetcrrnincd to fave, againft my advia 
« FT^/a^tAh ^.v.-i- b* the caufe of thy ruin, and I the 
^ Ct ^C*V^ * ,51s to which you would be fubjeaec 

*S>* < l ^\ J^ e %\*&&*A by wifdom and frienoWp. 

thi s h Ur to ^x^ * cn ^v-as not my misfortune fufficientl 
^ £*2*! <*T ^KSSS *^. * ">y bi « er "Proaches-rathe 
**,')<?*■■ *;.$& ^\ CI; t %viT'« l '"y innocence and deliver me fror 
cd'\cve nj^Ox v ^. „ ~ 

\\NW«n^tVv k^'repli^ the Serpent, to repair thy impru 
V ^V)V v *v VV-IV.,1 co fD/ engagements j thou wouldft nc 
>W^\S bSi *« if now^ighdme to place anentir 
^evrin, W%%s~ I ili»l J > perhaps, be too cunning for th 
v to^ m^ ^>c. . * ae ftroy thee— take that herb, thatalon 
\ n * e i t bepoifon that I have juft inftilled int< 
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VWv favoxit^ Sultana! the Sultan abandons himfel 
^1 nt g*^^' t ' lou aIonc canft a ^ ua 8 e 5t ! ver 
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hi* who can he ufeful to the Great is always innocent! Boaft loudly 
•f thy (kill, that is the way to fucceed ! apply thine herb, 
and thou (halt Coon fee wonders !" 

It was prudent to be tradable, Achmed, therefore, very 
willingly availed himfelf of the advice, and the remedy. As 
foon as it was known at court, that a prifoner was in poffef- 
fion of an herb that was efficacious againft the venom of a .fer- 
pent, he was conducted to the Queen's apartment.-— The 
firft application to the wound cured it inftantly. 

My lord, faid Achmcd to the Sultan, the Princefs will feel 
no more of the cruel pains (he has fuffered ; her life is re- 
fiored 5 but I am about to terminate mine, under the raoft 
cruel torments, which I have not merited : you are too equi- 
table to deftroy an innocent perfon. Sadi it was, who poifon- 
cd your fon in his infancy, it was he, who by his evil coun- 
fcls made the Prince incur your refentment. You will know 
the bottom of this villain, when* I have proved to you, that 
he is the mod ungrateful of mortals ! He then related to the 
Sultan the adventure of the pit, and the fequel. The Sultan 
convinced by Achmcd** relation of his innocence and the crimes 
ofoWir, ordered that hefhould undergo the torments that 
Achmcd was to have fuffered upon the falfe information of this 
Calumniator^— who ignorant of what had paffed at the palace, 
watted with impatience the fuccefs of his bafe perfidy ; and 
flattering himfelf with being reftored to the favour of the Sul- 
tan, had already formed the moft ambitious projects ; when 
in the midft of nls chimerical triumph, he was arrefted and 
led to the feaffold j where he finvfhed his guilty courfe. 

This hiftory my lord, continued the old vifir, addreffing 
himfelf to the young Sultan, is an inftruclive leffoa to Sove- 
reigns : by (hewing them the imminent danger of placing 
their confidence in men of mean principles and corrupt hearts ; 
and is a caution to all mankind not to rely on 'the gratitude 
of Courtiers, who to compafs their views, whether of ambi- 
tion or avarice, will betray their; deareft friends, and facrifice 
even the fruit of their loins : to (land at the elbow of t the 
King, to gain the royal ear; or to acquire tyrannic power 
over their fellow fubje&s. Henceforth my lord, choofe old, x 
boneft, and right noble counfeF.ors, for if you intruft your 
government to young, flighty, libertine nobles, who have 
Nothing to boaft but high founding titles, and prefuming ar- 
rogance, your people will regret they have a man for their 
King, and will wilh for an Ape, a Lion, a Serpent, or arty 
other fugacious animal to reign over them in your ftead. 

The Perfian author of this F*ble fays, that the young Silk 
ton for a time, flighted the minifter and forgot the fable ; in- 
dulging 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 5* } 

mdulging himfelf in the carelfes of women, and liftening to 
the adulations of bis younger courtiers ; till a dangerous fac- 
tion ; general difcontent among his people ; and perpetual 
quarrels between the nobles, who contended more for places 
of profit, than for the honour of the crown ; roufed him 
from his lethargy 5 and, in the eleventh year of his reign, he 
fent for the old vifir to court, whom he had looked upon to 
be mady (the young debauched nobles having fpread fuch a 
report)" told him, he would for the future be his own mini- 
fter, and affiduoufty apply himfelf to affairs of ftate ; but, 
that he might not truft entirely to his own judgment, he foli- 
cited the good old man to end his days at court, that he might 
be always at hand with his advice, on great emergencies : 
and, from the time of this happy change, the reign of the' 
fultan was profperous, he was beloved at home, e deemed 
and feared abroad, and but feldom retired to domeftic amufe- 
ments. In a word, fays the author, from a very good private 
man, he became an excellent monarch. 

To the Epitor of the POLITICAL REGISTER; 

SIR, - 
T AM forry to find it is almoft become a proverb, thaf 
1 kings are born to be duped. On this deteftable princi- 
ple I fuppofe is grounded the fhamelefs, avowed practice of 
plundering the public in a tboufand fhap6s, but. in none fo 
much as making the moft of a good place. It is now reckon- 
ed good policy td make a mercenary, unconfcionable bargain 
with a prince for the acceptance of pofts, which were formerly 
held the greateft honour that could be conferred on a fubjed. 
A man that fliould (hew any fcruples at this tim? of day of 
making an immenfe fortune at the expence of the fovereign, 
or'of tne nation, would be laughed at for a madman. 

The reafonofthis is very clear; there is no longer anv* 
public fpirit in the nation, but every man worfhips interelt 
as his God, and is regardlefs of the fate of his country, or 
even of fete own pofterity. To fuch a degeneracy is this age 
arrived, that the very appearance of public virtue is turned 
into ridicule, and the man who aims at eftablifhing a cha- 
racter of difintereftednefs, is ridiculed as a falfe patriot. But 
if this plan goes on, Sir, for any term of years, and his ma- 
jefty is to purchafe chancellors, judges, attorney generals, 
fecretaries of ftate, privy feals, &c. every two or three years, 
God hejp him.!- he will be as poor as a church moufe. The 
tables are turned upon him, he is forced to buy all his fer- 
vants, whereas fome of his predeceflbrs got money for the 

Vol. VIII.. T great 
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great offices of ftate. Npw, though both prfa&ices *re bad f 
yet that of the preient times is the wqrft. To give the king 
money, is, in fad, to give it to the ftate, for if the rbyaf 
xoffers are full, vye (hall not have any call" for extr;a-fupjplies 
to pay civil lift debts. But to require penfiqns and revernons, 
a place for my fon, and another for my nephew, with large 
Salaries annexed, is indeed robbing the public, by impo- 
verifhing the king. All kind of traffic, every negotiation, 
or contract concerning the difpofal of public offices mould p<£ 
aboliflied. Nothing but the fair legal (alary fhould be al- 
lowed on any pretence whatever, and a refufal to accept 
iHould l?e deemed an infult to the king arid to the nation \ un- 
lels theperfons to whom the chief dignities of the ftate are 
tendered, wif! afli^n reafons of confeieuce and honour for re- 
jecting fiich high Rations. It is a duty every man owes his 
Sountry, when called upon, to take upon him the ad mi ni- 
tration of that branch of government for which he is repufed[ 
to be qualified by rank' and abilities : and if, when it is ten- 
deie'd, he wants %o make mercenary conditions, he ought to 
be branded as a traitor to his coiihtr^. Thofe (talefmen who 
ftipulate for any additional revenue, beyond their common 
felary, -give room to fufpedl they will increafe their incomes 
ilill more by feiljng places under them \ and indeed, without 
this refource, it is ajmoft impoffible that fuch princely for- 
tunes mould be amafled, as have been gained of late years iri 
fome of the departments^ of government, particularly the trea- 
sury ; the adminiftration of which, for three years, is fuffi-. 
cient to fet a' man upon a level with the richelt fubje£t in the 
kingdom., -. i •■*... ,. , : . .» ..< . 

When virtue and integrity are no longer in fafliion, it is 
not at all. furprifing, that Frauds of every kind are counte- 
nanced and encouraged ; the' higher the rank of the perfon, 
$he more atrocious are the crimes he is allowed to commit, 
without being called to account for them in thefe degenerate^ 
t'mcs.YTo co^en the people is accounted a mafter-piece of po* 
iicyj'to avow the intention, and abide by the practice o( 
cheating a whole nation, is called intrepidity, refoliitioh, an4 
the beft qualification for a prime minifterV It is equally fatal 
to the profperity and tranquility of a Icingdqfn, whether ava- 
rice or .corruption hold the reins of power; in either cafe, 
}>laces will be bought and fold j and to plead' merit, long 
Services, or honefty, will be* quite ufelefs under fuch admi- 
hiftrations. Between ignorance andknayery the public is 
rpioft wretchedly gulled ; for every important omce'oft^e kirg- 
Bbm is : held by perfons 'either difquali&ed. Tot any, or at leaft 
ibfolutely (o for ttfe ftations^ffigned to them, ' , ' '"* '" 
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^Tfcfe whole cohftitution of the boards of treafury; of 
trade \ of the admiralty ; the adminiftratioh of the colonies ; 
the government of Ireland ; and our excellent fet of rhinifters 
at foreign courts—- all plainly demonftrate this truth ; that a 
man's talents for the particular department he is employed 
in are not in the lead confidered. All thefe arrangements are 
the fruits of felling places, not indeed direftly for money, if , 
fo, the confequences would not be half fo pernicious : but 
the mifchief of it is, public employments, to which great fa- 
laries are annexed, are fold for the rights and privileges of 
the people. Apply to any minifter upon the prefent fyftem 
of government for a vacant office ; and the queftion afked 
upon fuch application, will not be, Are you fufficiently qua- 
lified ? but, Have you parliamentary intereft ? Are you in the 
houfe yourfelf ? If not, Have you any influence in par- 
liament ? Can you fecure doubtful votes ? Can you leflen the 
weight and influence of oppofition, or ftrengthen the hands 
of government ? If you can command relations and friends 
to fide with the miniftry, who have great intereft in the, 
country, your application will fucceed : if not, provided the 
corrupt wretches fear you, they will ftrain every nerve of pd- 
litenefs to gild the bitter pill of reje&ion. They will appear 
fenfible of your merit, but will tell you, it is. impoflible t* 
provide for all the men* of merit, that this fertile kingdom pro- 
duces ; and that they cannot carry on the king's bufinefs, if 
they do not ferve their particular friends. 

Taking therefore the idea of the fale of places in its projpdr 
latitude, by which it will not be limited to a mere money 
tranfa&ion; Imuftbegleave, Sir, to point out to you from hi f- 
tory, the fatal effe&s of a collufive difpofal of the public Of- 
fices of nations. 

The moffflourifhingof the antient republics were fuppbrted 
by adhering to this true political maxim, " That the fale 6( 
offices is thegreateft affront and injury that can be done to a 
commonwealth." 

The Athenians, while any honefty remained amongft them* 
positively forbade by law any fuch difhonourable practices. 

The Lacedemonians, by observing the juft laws of Lycur- 
us, againft all fraud and corruption in the choice of magi- 
[rates, continued a moft fuccefsful people for upwards 
of eight hundred years j but the moment they relaxed from 
this point, and fuffered them'felves to be bribed for theirTuf- 
. frages, a'revolution of manners and policy todk place, which 
in the end fubverted their coriftitution. Agis and Lyfander 
corrupted their citizens by their imrricnfe riches. Plain fim- 
piicity and honeft'truth gave way to flattery, pride, and af- 

T'a ' fe^>jtioii| 
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feftation; luxury and effeminacy i/ri':^.^ V-.^v morals, 
and in a (hart time, from' giving the rents : i ': .-. "•■ •....' ; therr 
magiftrates, defied partially by the friends 01 .:„ j.* diffi- 
pation, overlooked apd fecretly connived at the fprei iing df 
that venality which had advanced them to power; and 
though their neighbours had been ruined by the very courfe they 
were now running, the difeafe got ground, till at length the 
oppreflion which followed the introduction of bribery, became 
intolerable, and the liberty and honour of the republic ex- 
pired at a breath, nor did the commonwealth itfelf long fur-* 
vive this fatal change. 

The Roman commonwealth, when it was at" the zenith 
of its glory, and its government efteemed the matter- piece of 
human invention, feverely fined thofe, who fought offices 
by bribery or favour, or took uptfn themfelves public em- 
ployments, for which they were notcompletely qualified. But 
when her inteftine divisions, occafioned by the vices brought 
in from, the foreign nations (he had conquered, laid the foun- 
dation of her ruin, bribery was f6 common, and every form 
of corruption fo familiar, that the taunting reproach of Ju- 
gurtha, who faid, " that all things at Rome were to be had 
for money ," did not affect them : though they had once been 
renowned for the iuftice and integrity <rf their laws, the found- 
pefs of their policy, and their attachment to public* virtue. 
Thus, by degrees, her magiftrates became treacherous, be- 
caufe they were put into office by the friends of tyranny and 
oppreflion ; fhe fullied the glory of her former limes, and 
was finally fo enfeebled by her daily corruptions, that this 
famous republic, whofe virtues had once made her the mif- 
trefs of the world, had not power "enough left to conquer her 
own vices* The diflblufeneis of her manners gave her ambi- 
tious warriors an opportunity to erect the Standards of tyranny. 
Could the citizens of Rome have withftood bribery, Csefar 
andPompey could have had no hopes of gratifying their am- 
bition; but that door once opened, they foon managed af- 
fairs in the moft fummary way; that is, they ftrengthened 
their. parties fo well, that all oratory and declamation became 
ufelefs ; " they called for the queftion," affured of a majo- 
rity to pafs what vptes they pleafed, though ever fo repug- 
nant to the fundamental maxims of the conftitution. Even the 
perpetual di&atorfbip, which in reality changed the form of 
government, though appearances were ftWl laved, was car- 
ried in the fenate, nemine contradicente ; but from that hour 
the Romans became flaves ; they fold their liberties, and foon 
after experienced all the calamities of the fubje&s of abfolute 
monarchies. Their emperors made them fuffef every indig- 
nity 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( «39 ) 

nity degrading to human nature ; which (q difpirited the peo* 
pic, that they made but little refiftance againft the Goths and 
Vandals, who put a period to the grandeur, and extinguished 
the glory of this renowned empire. 

It will not be aeccffary to enforce my argument by any 
greater authority than that of the fall of this republic, yet 
though we feem to be running the fame race, there are not 
wanting a tribe of feducers who take up the pen in defence 
of their corrupt patrons, and would fain perfuade us we are 
in no danger ; but if Rome, with fuch a bafis of public free- 
dom and virtue, with all the advantages of ^republican form 
of government, with fuch numerous counfcllors of ftate, 
with fouls fo enamoured with liberty, were not able to ftand 
againft the force of foreign manners, and domeftic opulence, 
the introducers of bribery and effeminacy, but fella vi&im to 
corruption in the difpofal of offices j how can we expe& a 
milder fate ? Intoxicate^ as we are with the vicious pleafjires 
imported of late years, from a nation we have always affe&ed 
to contemn ; and governed as we are by influence j by votes 
ftrangely obtained 5 and by the rnoft complicated fyftem of 
policy, that ever entered into the brain of man to invent j 
that of furrounding the reigning prince with the immediate de- 
scendants or fworn friends and adherents of the pretender to 
his throne; and of conftitutln.g men of the moflr arbitrary 
principles to be the guardians ot the laws, liberties, and pri- 
vileges of a free people. But, Sir, the doors are fcut ; we 
are no longer to be admitted as" auditors in the free Britifh 
fenate ; this is an alarming circumftance, and if we are not 
content, we may Very foon have pur clamours filenced by an 
army of Irifh papifts. If there is not public virtue enough 
left in the nation to oppofe thefe meafures effiefucdly^ every 
man of honour and property, fhould take up his bed and 
walk, leaving the polluted land to the quiet and peaceable 
poffeffion of the hopeful majority," who have already ftopped 
our ears, and will certainly proceed to put out our eyes, if 
we attempt to fee too clearly into their weak or wicked ma- 
chinations. 

Once more, Sir, permit me to remind you that we want 
Public Spirit, no man looks beyond himfelf, and the prefent 
day : we will talk and write, as long as they will let us j but 
we are afraid to die for the falvation of our country. 

MfiWTOR, 



To 
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StR, 

The late Lords Anfon and Egrhont* having frequently and 
ftrongly recommended a fettlemgnt for our (hips to touch 
at, in their voyages and expeditions to and from the South 
Seas, and our prefent difputes with the Spaniards, relative 
to Falkland Ifland, being at prefent the topic of all public 
and private conversation, I defire you will, through the 
favour of your excellent Regifter* lay before the public Lord 
Anfon's motives (which the government have at laft 
adopted) for attempting a Britifh fettleitient in that part of 
the\vorld, v 

I am, Sir, Your's, &c* 

NAVIGATOR. 
Lord Anson's Opinion^ fcfrv 

AS therefore it appears that all our future expeditions to 
the South Seas muft run a considerable rifk of proving; 
abortive, whilft in our paflage thither, we are under the necef- 
fity of touching at Brazil ; the difco very of fome place more 
to the fouthward, where {hips might refrefh and fupply them- 
felves with the rteceflary fea-ftock for their voyage round Cape 
Horn, would be an expedient which would relieve us from 
this embarraflment, and would furely be a matter worthy of 
the attention of the public. Nor does this feem difficult to be 
effected. For we have already the imperfect knowledge of 
two placds, which might perhaps, on examination, prove 
extremely convenient for this purpofe ; one of them is Pepy*$ 
Ifland,,. in the latitude of 47 deg. South, and laid down by 
Dr. Halley, about eighty-leagues to the eaftward of Cape 
Blanco, on the coaft of Patagonia ; the other is Falkland's 
Ifles, in the latitude of 51 deg. and a half, lying nearly South 
of Pepy's Ifland. The firft of thefe was difcovered by Captain 
Cowley, in his voyage round the world in the year J 686* 
who reprefents it as a commodious place for fhips to wood and 
water at, and fays, it is provided with a very goojl and capa- 
cious harbour, where a thoufand fail of fhips might ride at 
anchor in great fafety, that it abounds with fowls, and that, 
as thefhore is either rocks or fands, it feems to promife great 
plenty of fifli. The fecond place, or Falkland's Ifles, have 
beenfeen by many fhips, both French and Englifh, being the 
land laid down by Frezier, in his chart of the extremity of 
South America, under the title of the New Iflands. Woods 

Rogers, 
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Jlpgets, who run along the N. E. coaft of thefe ifles y in the 

ireaj 1708? tells us, that they extended about two degrees in 
Qngth, and appeared with gentle defcents from hill to hill, 
and feemed to be good ground, interfperfed with woods, and 
not deftitute of harbours/ ISither or thefe places, as they 
are iilands at a cqrifiderable diftance from the Continent, may 
be fiippofed, ffom their latitude, to lie in a climate fuffici- 
entfy temperate. It is true, they' are too little known to he; 
at prefent recommended as the imoft eligible places of refrefli- 
jnent for" (hips bound to the foiithward : but if the admiralty 
Jhould thixik it aclyifeable to order them to fce fiirveyed, which 
lhay be done at a very fmall esxpence, by a veflel fitted out on 
purppfe; and if, on this examination, one or both of thefe 
places '{hould appear proper for the purpofe intended, it is 
fcarcely to bi? conceived of what prodigious import a conve- 
nient Ration might' prove) fituated To far to the fouthwarck 
and fo near Cape Horn.' 'The Duke arid "Duitchefs of Briftoi 
iyere but thirty-five days from their lofing fight of Falkland's 
Ifles to their arrival' at Juan Fernandes in the South Seas t 
and as the returning back is much facilitated by the weftcrri 
winds, 'I doubt not but a voyage might be made from Falk- 
land's iftes to Juan Fernandes and back again, in little more 
than two months. This, even in time of peace, might be 
of "great confequence to this nation j and, in time of war, 
woutd make us matters of thofe feas. . 

And as all difcoveri.es of this kind, though extremely ho- 
nourable to thofe who di reft and promote them, may yet be 
carried on at an inconfiderable expence, lince frpall vefTels are 
much the propereft to be employed in this fervice j it were to 
be wifhed, that fche whole coaft of Patagonia, Terra del 
Fuego, and Statin-land, were carefully furveyed, and the 
numerous channels, roads, and harbours, with which they 
abound, werfe accurately examined. This might open to us 
facilities of paffing into the Pacific Ocean, which as yet we 
lhay be unacquainted with, and would render all that fouth- 
ern navigation infinitely fecurer than at prefent ; particularly, 
an exadfc draught of the Weft coaft of Patagonia, from the 
Straits of Magellan to the Spani(h fettlements, might perhaps 
furnilh us with better and more convenient ports for refrefh- 
ment, and better fituated for the purpofes either of war or 
commerce, and above a fortnight's fail nearer to Falkland's 
Ifland, than the ifland of Juan Fernandes. The difcovery of 
this coaft hath formerly been thought of fuch confequence, 
by reafon of its neighbourhood to the Araueos, and other 
Chilian Indians, who are generally at war, or at leaft on-iU 
terms, with their Spanifli neighbours, that Sir John-Nar- 
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Borough wa* purppfely fitted out* in the roien of Charles II* 
fa furvey the Straits of Magellan, the neighbouring coaft of 
Patagonia, and the SpaniJh ports on that frontier j with 
direftiojw, if pofiible, to procure fome intercourfe with tbp 
Chilian' Indians, and to cftabliftt a commerce aftd a lafting 
correfpondence with them. His majefty's views in employing 
Sir John Narborough in this expedition, were not folely the 
advantage he might hope to receive from the alliance of thofe 
lavages, in retraining and intimidating the crown of Spain ; 
b*jt he caxdved; that, independent of thofe motives, the 
immediate trafiick with thefe Indians might prove extremely' 
advantageous to khe Englifli nation ; for i% is well known, 
that, at the firft djfeovery of Chili by the Spaniards, it 
abounded with vaft quantities of gold, much beyond what it 
has at. any time produced fince it has been in their pcfleHion. 
And hence/it has been generally believed, that the richeft 
mines are carefully concealed by the Indians, as well know- 
ing that the difcovery of them would only excite in the Spa- 
niards a greater thirft for conqueft and tyranny, and would 
render their own independence more precarious^ But, With 
refpe& to. their commerce with the Englrfh, thefe, reafons 
would po longer influence them ; fince it would be in our 
power to furniln them with arms and ammunition of all kinds,; 
of which, they are extremely deArous, together with many 
other conveniences which their > intercourfe with the Spaniards.' 
l\as taught them to. relifln They would then, in. all proba-' 
bHtty, opefl their mines, and gladly embrace a traffick of 
fucb mutual convenience to both nations ; for thfen their goldv 
Jnftead of proving an incitement to.enflave them, would pro-' 
cute them weapons, to-aflert their liberty, to chaftife their 
tyrants, and to fecure themfelves for ever from the Spahifh 
yoke ; whijft r with our aftiftance, and under our protediion'^ 
ihey might become a corifiderable people, and* fecure to us 
that wealth, which formerly by the Fibufe of Auftri'a, and 
lately the Houfe of Bourbon, has been moft mifchievoufly 
Javilhed in the purfuitof univerfal monarchy. 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER.. 

$ I £, 
I* have fent you the following piece of intelligence, with the. 
' capy of "an efiay on the fubjecl of it, both very much a{ 

your iervice; and you nlay be affured you will pleaft moft 

of your readers by fparing them a place in the Political 

Regifter of Chfe month. Yours, 

* Fthruaryfy 177.1. Publicola. 
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to the HOUSE of COMMONS, en /butting thtlr 
Doors, againjl their ConJlituenU. 

GENTLEMEN, 

YO U cannot be ignorant how ill it is taken by the peo- 
ple that the Houfe of Lords is no longer open* Though 
that body of men is not of their own immediate creation * nor 
fo intimately connected. with them as you are ; yet they can- 
not, without jealoufy and (ufpicion, find its deliberations kept 
under the veil of the profoundeft fecrecy. Knowing that its 
refolutions affeft their lives and fortunes, they think there is 
fomething ominous to law and liberty in concealing with fo 
much induftry the counfeis which give thefe refolutions birth*. 
If they are thus alarmed at the myfterious fecrecy of an affem- 
bly, that is in a great meafure independent of them, how 
much more muft they be alarmed at any inftances of inquifi^ 
torial proceedings in their own representative* ? Knowing 
that defpotifm is fallen* dark, and fecret* they will naturally 
conclude, that you dread the light, becaufe your deeds are 
evil. They cannot conceive why you fhould adopt the dif- 
mal filence of the conclave, if your aftions would bear public 
examination. It is in vain you alledge that you are afraid of 
too hot a houfe by the indiscriminate admiffion of ftrangers* 
While they confefs the houfe to be too hot fof you in the midft 
of frofty weather, they will deny it to be the effeS of the crowd 
of men, but of arguments, with which you are plied by the 
minority. When national affairs are tranfa&ed behind a cur- 
tain, men are always apt to fufpeft the worfh Convinced 
that they are proper judges' of their own concerns, and that 
therefore nothing fhould be kept from their view, they ap- 
prehend that their agents, for you are no more, have fet up 
a feparate and independent intereft, which they are afhamed 
or afraid to difclofe, Whgt excufe then can you give for this 
meafure ? Do you mean that the people fhould be no longet a 
check on your condu& ? As your original infttttltion was 
intended for a controul on the crown, fo the nation at large 
was in the Tormation of our conftitution defigned for a con- 
troul on you. But how can this controul ever take place, 
if your deliberations are confined within your own Walls ? If 
you allow that you are a reprefentative, and not a felf exiftent 
i body, you muft allow that your eonftitueots ought to be ac- 
quainted not only witn the general consult of the whole, but 
alfo with the condu& of every part, of every individual. 
Upon any other plan, how are the ele&ors to know what men 
faithfully dilcharge, or villainoufly betray their truft ? When 
you fhut your doors, the queftion was. whether you are a crea- 
VolVIII. U ted,, 
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ted, or felf-exiftent body ? whether you are to depend on your 
awn choice, or on the choice of the people ? In fuch an ef- 
fential point what could be more necefiary than the publica- 
tion of every member's opinion ? It will now be impoflibl6 
for the people to know who ought or ought not to be reje&ed 
at the next eleflion* Was this the motive which induced 
fame honourable members to propofe this fufpicious" ftejr? 
Perhaps they did not choofe to fee their fpeeches pablifhed ? 
Were they to compel them, I fhculd not be furprifed at their 
relu&ance. But, when chat talk is undertaken by a man of 
letters, I own myfelf furprifed at their want of tatte and dif- 
cernment. It brings to my mind the pbfervation of Tacitus, 
adeo virtutes iijdem temporibus optime afllmantur^ quibus facili- 
me gignuntur. In my opinion no country can be properly 
called free, -when public affairs are not publicly difcufled. 
The national councils ought to be as open as the courts of 
juftice. In antient Rome, the forum, or public market, was 
the fcene of difputation ; arid the fenate itfelf was acceflible 
to every man* Salluft fpeaks of the januis claufis zs a pheno- 
menon, as rare and monftrous as Livy's fhowers of blood and 
fpeaking oxen. So far were they from concealing their deli-* 
berations from the people that the moft famous orators and 
patriots publifhed the/peeches which they delivered before the 
' Senate. Cicero's orations will remain .eternal proofs of this 
.truth. How comes it that we are ndt allowed to hear what 
Ihey were allowed to hear and read ? The caufe is evident. 
We are like the antient Scythians, become flaves to our own 
fervants. Thefe fentiments I do not pubhfli as my own, but 
a$ the language of the nation, for which, I hope, there is no 
juft foundation* 

GRACCHUS. 

On Thurfday the 7th inftant before Sir G. S. moved in a 
certain club on an election matter, Sir J. T. one of L. B's 
Lords of the T. got up, and propofed, That, as there had 
been fo lately a call of the club, and they were likely to' be 
-crowded, the room fhould be cleared. The ftandine vote of 
the room was accordingly read, and the S. at A. had autho- 
rity to feize all ftrangers, and not to dtfmifs them without the 
leave of the club. Before the gallery was quite evacuated, 
ibm^ Irifli members of a club on the other fide of the water, 
were excepted, but very few remained behind; though the 
Hon. T. T. like a true Englifbman, beckoned to them to 
refume their feats. The S. and the door-keepers were after- 
wards obliged to go feveral times, and to drag out a few per- 
ftn^who were unwilling to leave the gallery. After the 

room 
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ttwn was cleared) Sir Jofeph M. begged Sir J. T. if he was 
too hot, to pull off his great coat. Sir J. anfwered, that at 
prefent he felt no inconvenience from it \ but when he did J 
he would take his advice. George O. who (hewed himfelf fuch. 
a dear old friend to Mr. Wilkes, got up, and difcovered the 
fime friendship for the prefs. He faid* that as long as the 
news-papeis publifhed the debates, he would always.move the 4 
club to take this ftep ; that hone but the club had a right to 
print them ; and that this would (hew whether any gentle- 
men of the club were concerned in writing them. Several 
members got up and fa id, that they were afton idled to' hear 
him make this motion that the writer, whoever he was, had 
greatly improved bis fpeeches, and made them fenfe and gram- 
mar; that the impartiality which reigned throughout the 
fpeeches, evidently (hewed, that they could not be compofed 
by any man under the influence of any party; that no 
member would be fo mean as to take the trouble of arranging 
the thoughts, or polifhing the language of any man's fpeech 
but his own, &c. After thefe bickerings ended, Sir G. S. 
rofe, and explained the nature and reafonablenefs of this mo- 
tion, which he was going to propofe. So rcgardlefs were the 
court members, of argument and eloquence, that tides of 
them poured out of the houfe, in order to go to dinner, while 
Sir G. was fpeaking with great force of argument and elo- 
quence. A man of his weight and authority they treated as 
(lightly as they had treated Mr. B, on thefubjeftof the Sp— 
p— ts. Counfellor L— e faid to Lord C— re as he was com- 
ing out, " Fye, fye, my Lord, is the houfe too hot for 
you ?" while he was (hivering with cold, and thrufting his 
hands up in his great muff. 



SIR, 

The following extraft from that excellent fyftem of politics, 
Lord Bolingbrpke's Differtation qn Parties, feems fo appli- 
cable to the prefent times, and to contain forpe thing even 
prophetical of what has ajreajly happened, and, what, in-all 
human probability, may.foon happen, that I could npt fprr 
bear transcribing it for the benefit of your readers.— I (hall 
be the more eafi)y pardoned for giving whatis already writteo, 
as few difcourfes on political JubjeQs, .now-a-rdays, can 
boaft fuch vigour of fentiment, fuch precilion of arguqaent, 
fuch energy of expreflion, and fuch knowledge of the En- 
gli(h wriititutio'n, • 

I ap, Sir, 

Yours, &c t 

U 2 « LET 
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< c T £ T uf fuppofc our parliaments, In feme future geite* 
JU4 ration, to crow fo corrupt, and the drown fo rich* 
that a pecuniary influence conftantly prevailing over the mju 
jority, they fhould aflembk for little elfe than to eftablHh 
grievances, inftead of redrafting them » to approve the mea- 
lures of the court, without information ; to engage their 
country in alliances, in treaties, in wars, without examina- 
tion ; and to give money without account, and almoft with- 
out ffint, the cafe would be deplorable ; our conftitution itfelf 
would become our grievance, wbilft this corruption prevailed 3 
and if it prevailed, long, our constitution could not laft long; 
becaufe this flow progrefs would lead to the deftruftion of at 
gs furely as the more concife method of giving it up at oner* 
But in this cafe the conftitution would help itfdf, and 
effectually too, unlefs the whole mafs of the people wai 
tainted, and the electors were become no honefter than the 
elected. Much time would be required to beggar the nation 
in this manner. It could fcarce be the work of one parlia- 
ment, though parliaments fhould continue to be feptennial. 
Jt could not be the work of. a triennial parliament irioft . cer- 
tainly 5 and the people of Great Britain would have none to 
tyaroe but themfelves ; becaufe, as the conftitution is ji fur* 
yule of a£ion to thofe whom they chufe to a& for them, fo 
it is like wife a fure rule of judgment to them in the choice of 
their truftees, and particularly fuch as have reprefented them 
already. In fhort nothing can deftroy the conftitution of 
Britain but the people of Britain : and whenever the people 
of Britain become fo degenerate and bafe, as to be induced 
by corruption (for they are no longer in danger of being awed 
by prerogative) to chufe perfons to represent them in parlia- 
ment, whom they have found by experience to be under ar| 
influence arifing from private intereft, dependents on a court, 
and the creatures of a minifter j or others, who are unknown 
to the people that elect therji, and bring no recommendation 
but that which they carry in their purfes^; then may the ene- 
mies of our conftitution boaft that they have got the better of 
It j and that it is no longer able to greferve itielf, nor to de- 
fend liberty/* . 

Dijiriation on Parties > p. 271, #c. 

' To the Eprro* of the POLITICAL REGISTER, 

.SIR* 

Your prefent plan of impartiality, I make no doubt, gpins 

you a f onfiderable ijicrefdc of c6rrefpondc|its \ and ifyou 

1 f^fift 
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pcrfift in it, wv& make your Softer boA generally gftfuf 

and entertaining. " 

Having obferyed in a former volume fi^me pieces reprinted 
from the public papers of ihc time*, which 4o up great 
honour to Lord Mansfield in his jolitical character, I mu$ 
defire you will now do juftipe to the abilities of that gcetf 
man, in His judicial capacity, in a cafe which affeSs (he 
civil liberty of that very refpe&ahle and numerous body of 
his majefty's faithful fubje&s* the Proteftant Piflenters, by 
preserving on your jecords his mafteriy explanation of the 
legal import of the toleration a£L 

The cafe was this. The city of London prpfecuted Allen 
Evans, Kffjj for refufing to ferve the office of Sheriff*; 
this gentleman pleaded his difqualificatibn by the toleration 
aflk, being a difleitfer, but was caft in the flierifPs cour$, 
and the judgment confirmed by a court of huftings ; on 
which he brought a writ of error, which was argued before 
the court of delegates, who let afide the judgment of the 
iherifPs court, and the court of huftings* T'he corporation 
thereupon appealed to the houfe of lords, and the caufe 
came to a hearing on the 4th of February, 1767, when 
Lord Mansfield made the following fpeech. The infertiof* 
of which in (hi^s month's Regifter will greatly oblige 
Chelfea, Your conftant Friend, 

Feb, 12th. * ATTICUS. 

ford Mansfjeld'j Speech in the Houfe of Lords, in the Cap 
of the Chamberlain of London againjl Allen Evans, Efq- 9 

Jlfy Lords* t 

AS I made the motion for taking the opinion of the learned 
Judges, and propofed the queftion your JUordfliips have 
been pleafed to put to them ; it may be expe&ed, that J 
fliould make fomc further motion, in confequence of the opi- 
nions they have delivered. 

. In moving for the opinion of the Judges,, I had two views : 
.The firflk was, that t£e Houfe might have the benefit of theie 
afljftance, in fbnping a right judgment in this caufe now be- 
fore us, upon this writ of error. The next was, that the 
queftion being fully difcufled, the grounds of our judgment*, 
together with their exceptions, limitations, and reftfi&ions, 
might be clearly and certainly known, as a rule to "be fol- 
lowed hereafter, in all future cafes of the like nature : And 
(his. determined me as to the manner of wording the queftion, 
'^ iioyv far the DefendaiU might, ii) the prefent cafe, be al - 

r . ^ < ipw^4 
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fowed to plead his difability in bar of the afiion brought 
againft him ?" 

The queftion, thud worded, fhews the point upon which 
your liordfhips thought this caufe turned 5 and the anfwer 
lipceflarily fixes a criterion, under* what circumftances and by 
what perfons fuch a difability may be pleaded, as an exemp- 
tion from the penalty inflifted by this bye-law, upon thpfe 
who decline taking upon them th£ office of Sheriff. 

In every view in which I. have been able to confider this 
matter, I think this afiion cannot be fiipported. 

If they rely on the Corporation afi - 9 by the literal and ex- 
prefs provifion of that ad, no perfon can be defied, who hatfi 
not within a year taken the ftcrameht in the Church of 
England ; the Defendant hath not taken the facrament within 
a year : he is not therefore defied . Here they fail. 

If they ground it on the general defign of the legiflature in 
pafling the Corporation-Afi, the flefign was to exclude Dif- 
ftnters from office, and difable them from ferving. For in 
thofe times, when a fpirit of intolerance prevailed, and feverc 
meafures were purfued, the Qiflenters were reputed and treated 
as perfons ill-affefied and dangerous to the Government : The 
Defendant therefore, a DiflTenter, and in the eye of this law 
a perfon dangerous and ill-affefied, is excluded from office, 
and difabled from ferving. Here they fail. 
* If they ground the afiion on their own bye-law 5 fin$e that 
bye-law was profeffedly ip*de to procure fit and able perfons 
to ferve the office, and the Defendant is. not fit and able, 
being .icxprefsly difabled by Statute-Law. Here too they 
fail. ■" 

If they ground it on his difability being owing to a negkfi 
of taking the facrament at church, when he ought to have 
done it ; the Toleration-Afi having freed the Diflenters from 
all obligation to take the facrament at church, the Defendant 
is' guilty of no neglefi, no criminal neglefi. Here therefor* 
they fail. 

Thefe points, my Lords, will appear clear and plain; 

The Corporation- Afi, pleaded by the Defendant as jen* 
dering him uneligible to this office, and incapable of taking 
it upon him, was moft certainly intended by the legiflature to 
prohibit the perfons therein defcribed being defied to any 
corporation offices, and to difable them from taking fuch 
offices upon them. The afi had two parts : Firft it appointed 
a commiffion for turning out all that were at that time in 
office,, who would not comply with what was required as the 
condition of their continuance. therein, and even gave a povyer 
to turn them out though they fhould comply ; and then it 

furthfx 
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^° P^foifl ' ^ at froin thc termination of that commifl 

***£ to the erCafiter who ha< * not t*** 11 ** facra ««nt acco 

pre eedi ntr J lt * s of the Church of England, within one y 

°£ ci «<3ed ■ littie of fuch eleaion, Yhould be placed, chol 

£f *ny Co * ^to any office of or belonging to the governm 

jfCcJared j t f?!* ti P a : And this was done, as it was expre 

a °ceiK 0il . c/,e preamble to the a&, in order to perpetuate 

7 tie s|oKof COi P<>ration« in the hands of perfons well ztiki 

J t . tjTl ^men* .' ~hitrch and flat*. 



S A P«*fe a .T tAei r defign, as hath been faid,* "tobi 



cr arncr, t /_ '£ f o Corporations, by inducing them to take 

to f C « no r ,e C!bur ch of England ," the legiflature did 

ngn „- ° c caSon Pti ^foO s who were ill -» ffc,a «J to the gov* 

«tou7^° * r «*te- a*1* ** conform: it was not, I fay, their 

flat- tt/& tifc ^^*v, in ; th ey could not truft them, left t 



becT'y- "^od fi^!!ILr' of their offices to diftrefsand annoy 
*ere;7 *V ^ ;~a£>n is • Ued 8 ed ' n *>» aft >««f '•• * 
Attdth ld °f ^ * ** eV-iI f P irit$ an °ongft them } and i 
fuch ^^e ^*"^f foiri* 8 * an0 determined to keep them < 
•in»j y Perfo 'is 1 *l^** *^ at it out of the power of electors to ch 
^nereb^'WV^ out of their power to ferve ; and ace 
cood u r/ ttfcy 1 ^ mark <* r cha/aaer, laid down adefcripl 
dit ion l" e Vj T\_ a i A be known and. diftingui&ed by i 
S?nd«a° f 'hi^vf 10 ,!! fucb eleaion, inftead of appointing a. 
^ey di .°* ^*H Mne. ** office » "fultingfrom their ft 
n °t- tak ^JE^L onfeq ue,lt a6Hon t0 •* Perfo™** b y tl 
f,lc heleA. ^C^^?* w «erfons incapable of being chofen, as 

c/ >urch IKJSfe f ? C ^Jr»ct* in thc church within a y™ h 
*fc«W ^V^V ^ fac r a ^ithout this mark of their affection t 

• fc*x»& V % *\A. ttot be in office, and there could b 

ca *C^ ^ lai 

JZZ't ?£j*^ i^ n L a ," JZ vw-as ©wing «> »«" was tnen lotoe e; 

.«ernv'<> ^V ^ feblll ^,-very man being required by the ca 

the f!^ ^"^VV^ rime j» <=o*»fimied by ftatute-law, to take the C 




^V\*» °* ^a.ny aftion brought againft him. 

^ bar o* * te altered fince the aft of Toleration 

cafe a» ^ f a man ^ w |j j s w j t jij n t |, e defcriptic 

>^ cr r a ^ l*e? »* * Diffenter : nor is it »py crime foj 
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lit* to tike the fccrameitt according to the rites of flic Church 
of England : Nay, the crime is, if he does it contrary to the 
didates of bis conference. . . 

If it is a crime not to take the facrament at church, it muft 
be a crime hy feme Law j which rauft be either Common ot 
Statute-Law, the Canon-Law inforcing it depending wholly 
upon the Statufe-Law. Now the Statute-Law is repealed, 
a» t6 perfects c/pabk of pleading that they are fo and fo qua- 
lified y and therefore the Canon-Law is repealed with regard 
to thdfe perforisl If it is a crime by Common-Law, it muft 
be fo either by ufage or principle. There is no uiage or 
cuftom, independent of positive law, which makes Noncon- 
formity a crime. The eternal principles of Natural Religion 
are part of the Common-Law : the efiential principles of Re- 
vealed Religion are part of the Common-law j fo that any 
• pcrfon reviling, fubyerting, or ridiculing them, may be pro* 
fccuted at Common- Law. But it cannot be {hewn from the 
principles of Natural or Revealed Religion, that, independent 
?f pofitive law, temporal punifhments ought to be inflicted 
for mere opinions with refped to particular modes of worfhip. 
Perfecution for a fincere, tho 9 erroneous confeience, is not 
to be deduced from reafon or thp fitnefs of things ; it can only 
Hand upon pofitive law. 

It hath been faid,* that " the Toleration-Ad only amounts 
to an exemption of Proteftant Diffenters from the penalties of 
certain laws therein particularly mentioned, and to nothing 
' more ; that if it had been intended to bear, and to have ,any 
operation upon the .Corporation -Ad, the Corporation- Aa 
ought .to have been mentioned therein ; and there ought to 
have been fome ena&ing claufe, exempting Diffenters from 
profecution in confequence of this Ad, and enabling them to 
plead their not having received the facrament according to the 
rites of the Church of England, in bar of fuch a&ion." 
But this is much too limited and narrow a conception of the 
Toleration- Ad : which amounts consequentially to a great 
deal more thah this 5 and it hath confeouentialiy an influence 
and operation upon the Corporation- At* in particular. The 
Toleration- Ad renders that which was illegal before, now 
legal ; the Diffenters way of worfhip is permitted and allowed 
by this Ad j it is not only exempted from punifhment, but 
rendered innocent and lawful : it is eftablilhed, it is put under 
the protedion, and is not merely under the connivance of the 
law* In cafe thofe who are appointed by law to regifter Di£- 

» m ...... , t m 

• Mr. Baron Perrot* 
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fenting places of worfhip, refufe on any pretence to do It, we 
mult, upon application, fend a mandamus to compel them. 

Now there cannot be a plainer pofition, than that the law 
protects nothing, in that very refpeft in which it is in the eye 
of the law, at the feme time, a crime. Diflenters, within 
the defcription of the Toleration- Aft, are reftored to a legal 
conflagration and capacity ; and an hundred confequences will 
from thence follow, which are not mentioned in the Aft. 
For inftance, previous to the Toleration Aft, it was un- 
lawful to devife any legacy for the fupport of Diflenting Con- 
gregations, or for the benefit of Diflenting Minifters ; for the 
law knew no fuch aflemblies, and no fuch perfons ; and fuch 
a devife was abfolutely void, being left to what the law called 
fuperftitious purpofes. But will it be faid in any Court in 
England, that fuch a devife is not a good and valid one now ? 
And yet there is nothing faid of this in the Toleration- Aft. 
By that Aft the Diflenters are freed, not only from the pains 
and penalties of the laws therein, particularly fpecified, but 
from all ecclefiaftical cenfures, and from all penalty and pu- 
nishment whatlbever on account of their Nonconformity j 
which is allowed and protefted by this Aft, and is therefore 
in the eye of the law no longer a crime. Now, if the De- 
fendant may fay he is a Diflenter $ if the law doth not flop 
his mouth ; if he may declare, that he hath not taken the fa- 
crament according to the rites of the Church of England, 
without being considered as criminal ; if, I fay, his mouth 
js not flopped by the law, he may then plead his pot having 
taken the facrament according to the rites of the Church of 
England, in bar of this aftion. It is fuch a difability as doth 
not leave him liable to any aftion, or to any penalty or punifh- 
ment whatfaever. 

It is indeed faid * to be * c a maxim in law, that a man (hall 
not, be alltfwe'd to difable hiimfelf." But when this maxim is 
applied to the prefent cafe, it is laid down in too large a 
fenfe - 9 I fay, when it is extended to comprehend a legal dif- 
ability, jt is taken in too great a latitude. What ! (hall not 
a man be allowed to plead, that he is not fit and able ? Thefe 
words are inferted in the bye-law, as the ground of making 
it; and in the Plaintiff's declaration, as the ground of his 
aftion againft the Defendant. It is alledged that the De- 
fendant was fit and able, and that he refufed to ferve, .not 
having a reaibnable excufe. It is certain, , and it is hereoy in 
effeft admitted, that if he is not fit and able, and that he? 
hath a re'afonable excufe, he may plead it in bar of ^his 

* Mr. Baron Perrot. 
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aft ion. Surely be might plead that he was not worth fifteen 
thoufand pounds, .provided that was really the cafe, as a cir- 
cumftance that would render him not fit and able. And if 
the law allows him to fay, that he hath not taken the facra- 
ment according to the rites of the Church of England, being 
within the description of the Toleration-Aft, he may plead 
that likewife, to (hew that he is not fit and able : It is a 
rcafonable, it is a lawful excufe. 

My Lords, the meaning of this maxim, "That a man 
lhall not difable himfelf," is folely this, That a man (hall 
hot difable himfelf by his own wilful crime : And fuch a dis- 
ability the law will not allow him to plead. If a man con- 
tra&s to fell an eftate to any perfon upon certain terms at fuch 
a time, and in the mean time he fells it to another, he (hall 
not be allowed to fay, Sir, I cannot fulfil my contract ; it is 
out of my power ; I have fold my eftate to another. Such a 
plea would be no bar to an aftion, becaufe the zSt of his felling 
it to another is the very breach of contrafl. So likewife a 
man, who hath promifed marriage to ope lady, and afterwards 
marries another, cannot plead in bar of a profecution from 
the firft lady, that he is already married : becaufe his marry- 
ing the fecond lady is the very breach of promife to the firft. 
A man (hall not be allowed to plead, that he was drunk, in 
tar of a criminal profecution, though perhaps he was at the 
time as incapable of the exercife of reafon, as if he had been 
infane ; becaufe his drunkennefs was itfelf a crime, he (hall 
hot be allowed to excufe one crime by another. The Roman 
foldier, who cut off his thumbs, was not allowed to plead his 
difability for the fervice, to procure his difmiffion with im- 
punity; Ijecaufc his incapacity was defignedly brought on 
him by his own wilful fault. And I am- glad to obferve fo 
good an agreement among the Judges upon this point, who 
have dated it with great, precifion and clearnefs. 

When it was faid f therefore, that " a. man cannot plead 
his crime, in excufe for not doing what he is by law required 
to do," it only amounts to this, That he cannot -plead in 
excufe what, when pleaded, is no excufe ; but there is not 
in this the (hadow of an objeflion to his pleading what is an 
excufe, pleading a legal disqualification. If he is nominated 
to be a Jirftice of the Peace, h£ may fay, I cannot be a Juf- 
tice of Peace, for. I have rtojt an hundred pounds a year. In 
like manner a Diflenter may plead, I have not qualified, and 
I cannot qualify 5 and am itot obliged to qualify ; and you 
have no right to fine me for not ferving. 

■ • * > \ . 

+ Mr. Baron Perrot. 

It 
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It hath been faid t* that " the King hath a right to the 
fcrvice of all his fubje&s." And this affertion is yery true, 
provided it be properly qualified ; for furely, againft the ope- . 
ration of this general right in particular cafes, a man may 
plead a natural or civil difability. May not a man plead, 
that he was upon the high feas ? May not idiocy or lunacy be 
pleaded ? which are natural difabilities : Or a judgment of a 
court of law ? and much more, a judgment of Parliament i 
which are civil difabilities. 

It hath been faid || to be c< a maxim, that no man can 
plead his being a lunatic, to avoid a deed executed, or excufe 
an a£t done, at that time $ becaufe, it is faid, if he was a 
lunatic, he could not remember any a&ion he did during the 
period of his infanity." And this was doctrine formerly laid 
. down by fome Judges j but I am glad to find, that of late it 
hath been generally exploded ; for the reafon affigned for it 
is, in my opinion, wholly inefficient to fupport it j becaufe, 
though he x could not remember what paffed during his infanity, 
yet he might iuftly fay, .If he ever executed fuch a deed, or 
did fuch an adtion, it muft have been during his confinement 
or lunacy ; for he did not do it either before or fince that 
time. 

As to the cafe, in which a man's plea of infanity was ac- 
tually fet afide, it was nothing more than this : It was when 
they pleaded ore tenus ; the man pleaded, that he was at the 
time out of his fenfes. It was replied, How do you know 
that you was out of your fenfes ? No man that is fo, knows 
himfelf to be fo. And accordingly his plea was upon this 
quibble fet afide ; not becaufe it was not a valid one, if he 
was out of his fenfes, but becaufe they concluded he was not 
put of his fenfes. If he had alledged, that he was at that 
time confined, being apprehended to be out of his fenfes, no 
advantage could have been taken of his manner of exprefling 
himfelf; and hi3 plea muft have been allowed to be good. 

As to Larwood's cafe, he was not allowed the benefit of 
the Toleration-Adr, becaufe he did not plead it. If he had 
infiftfd on his right to the benefit of it in his plea, the judg- 
ment muft have been different. His inferring it in his repli- 
cation was not allowed, not becaufe it was not an allegation 
that would have excufed him* if it had been originally taken 
notice of in his plea; but becaufe its being only mention* 
ed aftdrwards, was a departure from his plea. 

\ Mr. Baron Perrot. 
U Mr. Baron Perrot. 
m X 2 In 
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In the cafe of the mayor at Guildford, the Toleration- A3: 
was pleaded,, the plea was allowed good, the difability being 
efteemed a lawful orte, and the judgment was right. 

And here the defendant hath Hkewife infilled on his right to 
the benefit of the Toleration A6fc in his plea j ( he faith he is 
bona fide a diflenteY, within the defcription of the Toleration- 
A& ; that he hath taken the oaths, and fubfcribed the decla- 
ration required by that aft, toihew that he is not a Poptfli 
Recufant : that he hath never received the facrament accord- 
ing to the rites of the church of England, and that he cannot 
in confcience daitj and that for more than fifty years paft 
he hath not been prefent at church at the celebration of the 
eftablifhed worfhip ; but hath conftantly received the facra- 
ment, and attended divine fervice, among the proteftant dif- 
fenters. And thefe fa£ts are not denied by the plaintiff; 
though they might eafily have been traverfed, and it was in- 
cumbent upon them to have done it, if they had not known 
{hey (hould certainly fail . in it. There can be no doubt 
therefore, that the defendant is a dHTenter, an honeft, con- 
scientious diffenterj and no confcientious difienter cari take 
the facrament at church ; the defendant faith he cannot &o 
it, and he is .not obliged to do it. And as this is the cafe, 
as the law alloWs him to fay this, as it hath not ftopped his 
mouth, the plea which he makes is a lawful plea, his drfabi- 
lity being through no crime or fault of his own : I fay, he 
is difabled by a£t of parjiament, without the concurrence or 
intervention of any fault or crime of his own; and therefore 
he may plead this difability in bar of the prefent action. 

The cafe of " Atheifts and infidels,*'* is out of the prefent 
queftion ; they come not within the defcription of the Tole- 
ration- A£h And this is the fole point to be enquired into, 
in all cafes of the like nature with that of the defendant, who 
here pleads .the Toleration- AS. Is the man bona fide a dif- 
fenter within the defcription of that aft ? If not, he cannot 
plead his difability, in confequence of his not having taken 
the facrament in the church of England: if he is, he may 
lawfully and with efteft plead it, in bar of fuch an aft ion. 
And the queftion.on which this diftin&ion is grounded, mult 
be tried by a Jury, 

It hath been laid f, that " this being a matter between 
* c God and a man's own confcience, it cannot come under 
*< the cognizance of a jury." But certainly it may ; and 

r "" " — — — **mr- ■ ■ , 

* Objected by Mr. Baron Perrot, 

f Mr. Baron PetToU - ,; 

though 
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though God alone is the abfolute judge of a man's religious 
profeHion, and of his confidence, yet there are fome marks 
even of fincerity ; among which the/e is none more certain 
than, confiftency. Surely a manY fincerity may be judged 
of by overt-a£b: It is a juft and excellent maxim, which 
will hold good in this as in all other cafes, " By their fruits 
ye fhall know them." Do they— I do not fay go to meeting 
now and then — but do they frequent the meeting-houfe ? Da 
they join generally and ftatedly in divine wodhip with dif- 
fenting congregations ? Whether they do or not, may be as- 
certained by their neighbours, and by thofe who frequent the 
fame places of worfhip. In cafe a man hath occafionally con- 
formed for the fake of places of truft and profit; in that cafe, 
I imagine, a jury would not hefitate in their verdict. If a 
man then alledges he is a diffenter, and claims the protection 
and the advantages of the Toleration- Ad, a jury may juftly 
find, that he is not a diflenter within the description of the 
Toleration-A&, fo far as to render his difability a lawful 
one : If he takes the facrament for his intereft, the jury may 
fairly conclude, that his fcruple of confeience-is a falie pre- 
tence when fet up to avoid a burthen. 

The defendant in the prefent caufe pleads, that he is a dif- 
fenter within the defcription of the Toleration- Aft; that he 
hath not taken the facrament in the church of England, with- 
in one year preceding the time of his fuppofed election, nor 
ever in his whole life $ and that he cannot in confeience do 
it. 

Confeience is not controulable by human law, nor amena- 
ble to hum^n tribunals. Perfecution, or attempts to force 
confeience will never produce convi&iop, and are only calcu- 
lated to make hypocrites, or— martyrs. 

My lords, there never was a fingle inftance from the Saxon 
times down to our own, in which a man was ever punifbed 
for erroneous opinions concerning rites or modes of worfhip, 
but upon fome pofitive law. The common law of England, 
which is only common reafon or ufage, knows of no perfecu- 
tion for mere opinions ; for Atheifm, Blafphemy, and revi- 
ling the Chriftian religion, there have been inftances of perfons 
proiecuted and punifhed upon the common law; but bare 
nonconformity is no fin by the common law ; and all pofitive 
laws inflicting any pains or penalties for nonconformity to the 
eftablilhed rites and modes, are repealed by the Atit of Tole- 
ration ; and di {Tenters are thereby exempted from all ecclefi* 
aftical cenfures. 

What bloodfhed and confufion have been occafioned from 
the reign of Henry the Fourth, when the firft penal ftatutes 

were 
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iRrcre enafted, cfowp to the revolution, in this, kingdom, by 
Jaws made to force" conference. There is nothing certainly* 
more li.nreafonable, more inconfiftent with the rights of hu- 
man nature, more contrary to the fpirit and precepts of thw 
Chrjftian religion, more iniquitous and unjuit, more impo- 
litic, than perfecution. It is againft natural religion* reveal- 
ed religion, and fb'ind policy. 

&*d experience, and a large mind, taught that great mai}. 
the prcfident de Thou, this ao&rine : Let any man read the 
many admirable things which, though a Papift, he hath dared 
to ad.vance upon the fubjeft, in the dedication of his hiftory to, 
Harry the Fourth of France (which I never read without 
rapture) ; and he will be fully convinced, not only bov$ 
cruej, but how impolitic, it is to perfecute for religious 
opinions. I am forry, that of late his countrymen' have be* 
gun ,tp open their eyes, fee their error, ajid adopt his fenti- 
ments : I ftioujd not have broke my heart (I hope I may iay {<\ 
without breach of Chriitian charity) \ if France had continued 
to cherifh the Jefuits, and to perfecute the Huguenots,. There 
was no occafion to revoke the edift of Nantz ; the Je/uits* need- 
ed only to have advifed a plan fimilar to what is contended /or 
in the prefent cafe.: Make a law to render them incapable of 
office j .make another to punifli them for not ferving. If. they 
accept, punifli them (for it is admitted on all hands, that the 
defendant in the caui'e before your Lordfliips is prosecutable, 
for taking the office upon him). If they accept, punifli them j 
if tney-refufe, punifh them; if they fay, yes, puniftr them 5 
if they fry, no, punifli them. . My lords, this is a moft ex-' 
quifite dilemma, from which there is no efcapmg ; it U a trap 
a man cannot get out of j it is as bad a perfecution as that of' 
Procruftes. If they are too (hort, ftretch them , if they are 
too long, lop them. Small would have been their confolati- 
on, to have been gravely told, The edict of Nantz is kept 
inviolable ; you have . the full benefit of that Aft of Tolera- 
tion, you may Jake the facrament in your own way with im- 
pun:ty ; you are not compelled to go to Mafs. Was thit 
cafe but told in the city of London as of a proceeding in 
France, how would they exclaim againft the Jefuitical dif- 
tindtion ! and yet in tiuth it comes from themfelves, the Je- 
fuits never thought of it; when they meant to perfecute, 
their Ad of Toleration, the edift of Nantz, was repealed. 4 

This bye law, by which the diffenters are to be reduced 
to this wretched diipmma, is a bye-law of the city, a localj 
corporation, contrary to an aft of parliament, which is the 
law of the land , a modern bye-law,, of very modern .date* 
made long fince tbe'Corporation-Aft, long fince the Tolera- 
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tion- Aft, in the face of them ; for they knew thefe taWs Wfcre 
in being. It was made in feme year of the reign of the late king?) 
I forget which -, but it was m^ade abdut'the time of building 
theManfion-houfe. Now, if it could be fuppbfed the city hav* 
a power of making fuch a bye-law, it would en tirely'fub vert 
the Toleratioh-Adt, the defign of which was to. exempt the 
diflenters from all penalties j tor by fuch a bye-haw they have 
it in their power to make every diffenter pay a fine of fix hun- 
dred pounds, or any fum they pleafe ; for it amounts to that* 
The profefled defign of making this bye~law, wa"8 to get 
Stand able perfons to ferve the office $ and the plaintiff fets 
forth in his declaration, that if the diflenters are excluded, 
they (hall want fit and able perfons to ferVe the office. But 
were I to deliver my own fufpicion, it would be, that they 
did not fo much wilh for their fervices, as for their fines. 
Diflenters have been appointed to this -office, one who wa$ 
blind, another who was bed-ridden ; not, I fuppofc, on ac- 
count of their being fit and able to ferve the office: No, they 
Were difabled, both by nature and by law. 

We had a cafe lately in the courts below, of a perfon cho- 
fen mayor of a corporation, while he was beyond the feas, 
with nis majefty's troops in America; and they knew him 
to befo. Did they want him to ferve the office ? No, it was 
impoffible. But they had a mind to continue the former 
mayor a year longer, and to have a pretence for fetting afide 
him who wasnow chofen, on all future occafions, as having 
teen ele£ted before. 

In the caufe before your lordfhips, the defendant was by 
law incapable at the time of his pretended ele£Hon j and it is 
my firm purfuafion, that he was chofen becaufe he was in^ 
capable. If he had been capable, he had not been chofen 5 
for they did not want him to fcrye* the office. They chofe 
him f becaufe without a breach of the law, and ah ufurpation 
on v the crown, he could not ftrve the office. They chofe 
hinf that he might fall under the penalty of their bye-law, 
made to ferve a particular purpofe ; in oppofition.to which; 
and to avoid the fine thereby impofed, he hath pleaded a legal 
difability grounded on two a<£ts of parliament. As I am of 
opinion, that his plea is good, I conclude with moving your 
lordfliips, 

That the judgment be affirmed. 

The judgment was immediately aflitme^, nemine contrail* 
center and the entry in the journal is in the following 
words : 

Die Mercurii 4 Fehruarii 1767* 
It is ordered' and adjudged by the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral, in parliament ailembled, that the judg pent .given by 

, the 
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the commiffioners delegates appointed to hear the errors in a 
judgment given in the inerifFs court, London, and affirmed by 
the court of Huftings, reverting the judgment of the {he liff's 
court and court of Huftings, be, and the fame is hereby af- 
firmed ; and that the record be remitted. 

A card to the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

IDefire you will inform the public, that his prefent Lord- 
fhip, Allen Lord Bathurft, had the honour to be particu- 
larly patronifed and efteemed by the prefent Princefs Dowager 
of Wales, immediately after her hufband's deceafe. And 
that he was pitched upon, and difcharged the office of teach- 
ing her Royal Highnefs politics ; and that he was the man 
appointed to form her mind to the channel of meafures and 
men now favoured, and to attach her to Lord Bute's embrjo 
plans of men and goverment, then laid, ahd now fo happily 
adhered to by her Royal Highnefs's fidelity. It is to this old 
friend fliip, we are indebted for the prefent Lord Chancellor, 
fon of the faid high-flying tutoring Peer Allen^ who, no 
doubt, inherits all his father's high-flying principles of nqji* 
tics, and will be a worthy imitator of the Carlton-Houfe 
plan of governing; and is a man after their's, and honeft 
Mansfield's hearts By thefe men and principles we are go- 
verned, and a Stuart Mackenzie, brother of Lord. Bute, who, 
when he was abroad, ufed to value himfelf, that the people fo 
Italy efteemed him as a Monfieur Stuart, a relation of the Pt$* 
tender, and his name fake.— tempora ! O calum \ 

No SCOTCHMAN, 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
SIR 

TH E many infamous tranfa&ions that have difgraced the 
open and fecret adminiftrations of Lord Bute, mould be 
drawn together in one detached piece, that the whole nation 
might fee, at one view, by what means theTories and Jaco- 
bites of this day are endeavouring to undermine our happy 
conftitution ; and now to bring about by craft, what in 17 15 
and 1745, they could not effect by open violence/ It is im- 
poffible to account for their conduct in any other way, than 
that of intending to render the King's government odious to 
the people, in order that the odium may be transfered to his 
perfon and family ; thereby facilitating their fcheme of intro- 
ducing either the exiled and aqcurfed race of Stuarts, or fome 
ether defpotic Prince, who mighf effedually overturn the laws 

and 
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religion of this country, to make way Tor Popery,' and its con- 
ftant and neceffary attendant Slavery. A cunning prelude 
thereto is the 'introduction of fuch numbers of Jefuits in all 
(hapea, into this once happy iffand ; and alfo the late refolu- 
tioh to employ Irifli Catholics in the army. But furely they 
muftbe blind indeed who dont fee that fuch foldiers cannot 
be bound by the fttohgeft oaths, inafmuch as they may fo 
icadfly be abfolved for the breach thereof, and even canonized, 
if they deftroy many hereticks. Yet, Sir, I truft their vile 
fchemes are feen through, and will be foon defeated by the vi- 
gilance of thofe who wifh well to, and would willingly hazard 
their all'in defence of the laws of their country ; knowing that 
this alone can render their poffeflions fecure to themfelves and 
their pofterity, without which feciirity poffeflions are of very 
little value. I hope, therefore, to fee fome one of your able 
correspondents take this hint; and could wifh' them to begin 
with the introduction of Bute and the Tory crew into Leice- 
fter-houfe ; and particularly to the guidance of the then young 
and tender mind of the Prince of Wales, (from whicn 
period we may fafely date our misfortunes) it may finifli with 
the prefent moft admirable convention ; and I believe it will be 
found that every ftep they have taken hath tended directly to 
the furtherance of the grand projeft heretofore afligned to 
them. As I mean only a hint to thofe with whofe leifure and 
abilities fuch an undertaking would be compatible, I have to 
beg you will infert this as foon as may be with convenience. 

Another Whig. 
I 

r i i . i — •— T mii - ■ ■ 

To all Independent Landed Gentlemen within the K ngdom of 
England. 

• Gentlemen^ 

WITH the confcioufnefs of a truly patriotic and difin- 
terefted principle, 1 call upon you, the natural guar- 
dians of this kingdom, to attend, if you are really your coun- 
try's friends, and have fpirit enough to endeavour to (tern the 
torrent of oppreflion which feems to be overwhelming us on 
all fides, both from ins and outs, to a fhort propofal I have to 
make for our common benefit. I write with earneftnefs, and 
mean what I fay. I am an independant country gentleman 
with no ambitious views whatfoever. I am not, nor in .all 
probability ever (hall be in Parliment, though I am owner of 
above' fourteen thoufand acres of land in this kingdom, 
which every one will allow to be a fufficient title. 
' I look upon the many evils Old England labours under at 
prefent, to be owing to the (hoals of placemen, pensioners, 
Vol. VIII. Y merchants. 
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merchants* India adventurers, with which our Hoof© of Com* 
mons is fluffed brim full. The income of a private gentle- 
man, who means to keep himfelf independant, is riot fuffi-~ 
eient to contend with one of thefe upftatf gentry* • It is not 
in our bands to flop the corruptions of the lowef fort in e-* 
legions j and it is vain to look up to the people in power for 
a remedy, while they reap a harveft of fuch fubftantial bene- 
fits from this unconstitutional, iniquitous traffic. Hence thew 
there is no refource left for relief but in ourfelves. We are 
the traeft friends and beft withers to the real interefts of tfcW 
country. Let us then join hand and heart againft the villains 
who are in, and thofe who are out of place. All political 
good or evij muft fpring from Parliament. Let us ftrike at 
the root; let. us raife a fund from the fuperfluities beftowed 
on us by fortune, to keep out thefe worms who feed on the 
entrails of our country* Let each honeft man, who lias 
no party views, fubferibe a certain fum of money liberally 
and freely ; let the whole be vefted in any public fund ; let 
there be a certain number of refpedable truftees appoint-* 
ed to manage this ftock every - year, and accumulate the 
intereft; and whenevef t any one of the members of 'this 
fociety are in want of money to aflift them, let it be in the- 
power of a majority of thefe truftees to advance them fuch a: 
fum of money as they think proper, according to the finances 
of the fociety. This feems to be the only fcheme by which 
we pan poffibly regain«our proper weight in the conftitutiori. 
The burden of 4s, in the pound land-tax lies heavy on us 
now* Can we hope it will be again reduced ? Is it not much 
more likeJy it will ftill be raifed higher, when the imperious 
pilot at the helm blufces not to declare, that the murmurs of 
a few landed gentlemen are too infignificant to be hearkened 
to or regarded. When this is the language, it is high time 
to exert ourfelves. If there are in this kingdom a fufficient 
number of commoners of independent fortune and chara&er, 
who approve the propofal above, and will fend in their names 
to the printer, I will be ready to meet them immediately on 
my country's bufinefs, and will be the firft to fubferibe a fum 
of money iuitable to my rank and circumftances, 

PRO PATRIA. 



To the Right Hon. Lord Vtfcount B *. 

My Lord, 

IKnow the flight impreflion made on your heart fty every 
term that reproach can ftigmatiase you with. Unheed- 
ful of the violences you commit on the conftitution of yotfr 
country, how can it be hoped that any particular body of 

men 

* 
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meg in it ftould induce you to intereft yocrJelf in tlfeir be- 
half? The pliant tool of a minifter, you permit ibis mandate 
to fuperfede every confideration of duty ; inftead of protection, 
you fubftitute oppreffion. If you glofled your motives of op* 
pofition to the application of the fubalterns on the half-pay , 
lift in the army, with the fpecious pretext of avoiding the 
expence that it would be to the nation, how does it happen, 
my; Lord) that you did not remain uniform in this patriotic 
fentiment? in the laft promotion why did you ;not eafesthe 
half-pay lift, by appointing all the officers from that lift to . 
the additional companies ? l)id the intereft of Lord North re- 
quire this new bribe to hte friends in the H — ■ — of C '"> ■ i* 
to pur chafe their voice of approbation of his difhanourable 
infamous convention ? Even fuppofe this to have been the 
cafe, are the officers on the half-pay lift fo abandoned by their 
friends, that they have not any to apply for them j or know- 
ing the terms on which they are to be obliged, does their 
virtue prevent an application. To fpeak to your Lordfhip on 
the.fcore of duty, would be whittling to the wind ? The only 
guide of your condu& is, your intereft, and you have often 
proclaimed to the worid by your a&ions there is not any thine 
hafe or infamous, but it will urge you to execute. With 
what effrontery dared you to pronounce that infamous reflec- 
tion in the H of C~ on the whole corps of general 

officers, and, from what experience do you found your opi- 
nion? the general officers cannot err in their opinion pf your 
Lordflhip; but it requires a little more knowledge than you 

are f ppflefled of to judge of them. And the H of G — ■ 

mufl^ if poffible, be worfe than they are reprefented, if aught 
that you can utter will influence their opinion.* Bat my Lord, 
after this infolent attack on the general officers j it cannot be 
wondered-that you continue your injuftice to the fubalterns. 
I cannot penetrate into your Lordfhip's views*; perhaps your 
aim is to make tbem ciefperate, to drive them into foreign 
fervice, no matter where, fo you are clear from their folicita,. 
tions. v Their virtue will fruftrate this hope. Were it not 
for that, your infplence in office would have urged them to 
offer the following prayer : 

"-Spirit of immortal Coriolanus— infufe into our fouls 
your own feelings of your country's ingratitude— -infpire us 
with revenge, fuch as thine,, and root from our remembrance 
every bond of natural and patriotic affection ; nerve our 
arms with, ftrength ,to- plunge* the fword, Sharpened by our 
wrongs, deep into the bofoms of thofe who have/ dared to 
offer them, nor let the throne proted the offender. On the 
guilty head falUhe revengeful blow, and in this fatrificetd 

Y 2 juftice, 
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jufticc, be the greateft, the firft devoted viftim. Give us 
t aflb$iates, great avenger of thine own wrongs, to tear from 

E the honours with which we have crowned her ; and 

ftrengthen our firm minds in this attempt, till like your own 
Rome, we (hake her foundations, or fink her into eternal 
ruin. Amen," 

Meek-eyed Patience, my Lord, is a foldier's virtue ; you 
afford us opportunities to put it into practice ; by that virtue 
we are filled with fubmiffion and love to our King, nor have 
we one idea that revolts againft our attachment and refolution, 
to defend hirn againft every foe; but we have the molt lively 
hope of foon feeing the meafure of your iniquity full, and 
that you will make an expiation on Tower-hill for all the 
undeserving ills that you have heaped upon us ; and when 
that happy period to this country (hall arrive, our hopes are 
ft ill enlarged by the fulled confidence, that we then (hall be- 
come objects of royal, attention. I fhall fpeedily, my Lord, 
addrefs to you another epiftle, in which I (hall fliew the in- 
jury that you have done your country, by iocreafing, inftead 
of diminilhing the expences of the people. 

COILES. 



PAPERS relative to the S P A N I S H Declaration. 

A Dialogue between an Englilhman and a Spaniard. 
Eng. TT7HAT an excellent agreement have you drawn ui 
V V i nt0 ' You took an Ifland from us by force and 
open hoftiljty, put us to an immenfe expence in military pre- 
parations to do ourfelves juftice, and then have made up the 
matter with us, by giving us a declaration, which is no fort 
of fatjisfaftipn. 

Span. I have made you more fatisfaction than I was em- 
powered to do, or than I wi(h I had done. 

Eng. More fatisfa£bion I Sir! why, you have made us none 
at all. Your Declaration,. is. rather a frefh infult upon the 
Britifh Crown, than any reparation for the difhonour you had 
done it. 

Span. Is not a difavowal of Mr. Bucarelli's taking that 
Ifland a prodigious condefcenfion in the crown. of Spain, 
\s is fuch a condefcention, S.ir, that neither the intreaties*- 
nor the threats of your Minifter, fhould have prevailed upon 
me to have granted, had it not been for the overbearing -in- 
fluence of France, and for which I may probably 'be mads 
to anfwer. 

Eng. How can you call a difavowal pf Mr. Bucarelli's 
l^kang that Ifland^ a fati§fa&ion to the Crpwn.of Qrcat-BrKr 
•;.-■*• * ; ': ■■....-■•.-■ jfain'i 
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tain * vfhcn,. at tjic fame time, you infift upon your right to 
it, and confequently to take it again at a fitter opportunity ? 

Jtyan^ Is not a disavowal of the taking that 1 11 and, to which 
we.Jyww. we have. an undoubted right, a greater condefcen- 
fioa and j!atisfa&ion, than if we had not fuch right ? 

Eng. But, Sir, we pofitively deny you have any fuch right; 
and your infifting upon it in your Declaration that you have* 
hath left the door open for a future quarrel on that occafion ; 
and which we fa ppofe you will begin, as foon as France (ball 
he^eady to back you in it, 

Span. Yoij may fuppofe what you pleafe, we are not to an- 
fwer for. your fuppofitions. Our right to that Ifland is juft 
and well known to the whole world ; and you yourfelf have 
iapart admitted it, by leaving it open to a future difcuffion. 

£ng. This is a fine fatisfa&ion truly ! You could not pre- 
vail ,upoa France to join with you in a war againft us at pre- 
feat j ana 1 being feniible of your inability to contend with us 
alcjns, you have confented to give up the place, but at the 
fame .time have infilled upon your right to it. By which, it 
is very apparent, you intend to affert your right to it, and 
commence Jioftilities again, as foon as France {hall be in a 
condition to fupport you in the war. And can you think, 
Sir, that this is maintaining the honour of the Britifh Crown ? 

Span. It was not my bufinefs to maintain that ; it is enough 
for me, if J have fupportcd the honour of the Crown of 
Spain. - 

THOSE who have been witty on the words difallow and 
dijjrvow, do not feem to know their fignification and 
very different tendency. They are exceedingly miftaken in 
thinking, and unlucky for rejoicing, at our wifdom in prefer- 
ing the latter. It will evidently appear, from what I Dial 1 
fay, that we mould have rejected difavow as very incompe- 
tent, and infilled on difallow, as being better adapted to the 
injury we have received, and better calculated to procure us 
jufl^ce. 

Difavow is to difown, to deny a knowledgeof, and, of con- 
fluence, a confent or concurrence to an action, which, by 
thraiying.the blame intirely on another, excufes the fatisfac- 
tioa, required ; for neither men nor flates ought, in reafon, 
%° g*V e fatisfa&ion for an act (though never fo injurious) 
yrhich was not their own, and in which we allow them to have 
bacj, no h,and nor defign. The fatisfaction is then to be re- 
quired of the offender ; and if he be incapable of giving a 
ftttif faction adequate to the injury, all acknowledgement of 

error 
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trror and reftitution is all that either reafonable men, or civi- 
Jized ftates, can or ought to require, This leems to be the 
cafe of Falkland's Ifland, of which we were difpoflefled by 
the Spanifh Governor, without the knowledge, confent, or 
concurrence of the King his matter. Nothing could be more 
lucky for that Monarch, than to put it upon this footing, as 
it fully anfwers his purpofe, by excufing.his giving the Eng- 
Jifh any other fatisfac"iion> than a bare reftitution. This ex* 
cufe muft be admitted, and we muft be, precluded from every 
demand of injury done us, after allowing, by words of our 
- own choice, that he ha<J no hand in it, nor no knowledge of 
it; for he can only return what was taken without .his con* 
currence. 

To difallovo has a very oppofite meaning, arid is infinitely 
more advantageous to the injured party, as it not only ac- 
knowledges the thing complained of, but alfo the injury done. 
To difallow, implies a fenfe of impropriety of conduct, an ac- 
knowledgment of its being wr*ng 9 that it is repugn&nt to th$ 
principles of reafort, honour, andjuftice; that reparation is 
due, and fliould follow the acknowledgment of the injury, in 
proportion to the nature of the tranigreffion. We fliould there- 
fore have chofen this word, as ftri&ly fuited to our purpofe; 
for if the Spaniard had been brought to fay he difallowed of 
the conduct of the Governor, in difpoffefling the Englifh, he 
would have given the world to underftand, that it was a wrong 
ftep, by which the Englifli had been injured. He would 
have been brought to confefs, that whatever meafures had been, 
taken, and by whoever they might haye been concerted and; 
carried into execution, it was wrong and unjuft, and that 
full fatisfadHon and reparation was due, and ought to be given. 
to the offended party. In fhort, difall&w would have been a 
confeflion of error, and an obligation to do juftice. It would 
have been exactly defcriptive of our cafe, and the people's 
juft fenfe of it. Both which points (error and obligation) 
being the truth, we fhould have infilled on them by the (ingle 
word difallnui the happy effects of which we haye loft, nay, 
wilfully thrown away, by fubftltuting difavow\ which, by 
excufing the Spaniard, totally deftroys our right* of com* 
phrnt, and our title to* any pecuniary fatisfaftion ; fince, by 
Spain's riot owning a knowledge of the conduct of his fub- 
jects in this matter (which could not be denied after fomany 
proofs, and four -months public acknowledgment of it) fully, 
excufes, and our acceptance of the expreflion has wholly ex- 
cufed Spain's giving England any other (atisfaction^ than -3. 
■-■'.• bare 
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lore rcftitution of what bad been in fo public and fo diTgratc- 
ful a manner taken from us* 

If, therefore, thofe who have wit* were to relied on the 
fignification and tendency of words, they would be convinced 
that the difference between "difallow and dlfavow Is too great;- 
and too much to our prejudice, to be made a joke of. 

ANTI-CO RIOL ANUS, 



SIR, 

AT a period when we are about to give up our liberties; 
, when the honour of the Englilh flag is infulted, and 
yet ftill " cheated with a fhew of freedom," it may not be 
incurious to recur to the proceedings of a neighbouring king- 
dom in the laft century, on a fimilar occafion; a kingdom, 
however little and mean we may think of its fpirit and laws, 
has pccafionally exerted itfelf (both iri its Parliament and the 
people at large) with a manlinefs and .perfeverance that dis- 
credit the favourite children of Magna Charta. 

In the reign of Lewis the XIV th', the Genoefe had. fold 
bombs and gunpowder to the Algerines, and were building 
four gallies for the fcrvice of Spain. The King, by his En- 
voy, Saint Olon, who was a private gentleman, commanded 
them not to launch thofe gallies, under pain of difobedience 
to his will. The Genoefe. being incenfed at this outrage on 
their liberties, and depending too much upon the affiftance of 
Spain, refufed to comply. Oa this refufal, fourteen large 
fhips, twenty gallies, ten bomb veffels, and feveral frigates* 
under the command of S eigne lai, fon to the famous Colbert* 
Old Duquene and the Duke De Mortemar, arrived before 
Genoa. The ten galliots threw fourteen thoufand bombs in- 
to the city, and foon reduced to an heap of ruins moft of 
thofe. marble edifices that had gained Genoa the fur name of 
Proud. The bombarded, too late convinced of their error, 
fued for peace* and offered any terms, none of which would 
reconcile the French King, except the Doge of Genoa, and 
four of the principal Senators fliould come, and implore his 
clemency at his palace at Verfaiiles; and to prevent the* 
Genoefe from eluding this Satisfaction, or depriving him or 
his Crown, of any part of their glory, he declared that the. 
Doge y who fliould be fent to beg his pardon, fliould be con- 
tinued in.his dignity, notwithstanding that perpetual law of 
Genoa, by which the Doges are deprived of their dignity, 
Whenever they abfent themfelves a moment from the City. 

Impe- 
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. • Imperial** Lefcardy Doge of Venice, with the four Senators, 
Lome lino ^ Garebardij Durazzo, and Salvage accordingly came 
to Verfailles, and made the King the fatisfaftion he demand- 
ed. The King gave them audience feated on his throne, and 
whilft the Doge, in hit ceremonial habit, uncovered* with the 
reft of the Senators, made a fpeech full of repentance and 
fubipiffion. The memorable reply of the Doge (who was a 
man of great wit) to the Marquis of Seneglai, when he 
afked him, what he thought the mod extraordinary at Ver- 
failles, is generally known : " What appears moft extraordi- 
nary to me (faid Leicard) is to fee myfelf here*" 

ouch has been the conduit of the French Monarch in the 
year 1684 ! What has been the conduct of the Britifh Mini- 
stry in the year 1771 ? 

VENTIDIUS. 



Copy of a letter from a Sailor at Spitbead, to his fweetheart in 
Wappingy Feb. I. 
. Dear Dolly, 

THIS with my kind love to you, I fends to inform you, 
as how I am afraid, I (hall be worfe than my word to 
you, and which you knows I never was before. I promift to 
fill your pockets, when I came home, with Spaniih dollars ; 
and I am fartain I fhould have done ft, had it not been for a 
d — n'd North wind, that will not fuffer us to fail. O Dolly! 
the dollars are gone*— and I fears into the pockets 6f thofe 
that woot let us fight. We ace told here, that the Dons bavfe 
promift to give our King (God. blefs him, and fend him good 
council) his Ifland again, but won't own he has any right to 
it. I wjfh his Majefty had. left the matter to us ; we mould 
foon have given him his Ifland again, and his right too, and 
money into the bargain. But to return him.. his Ifland, and 
refufe to own his right to it, is what we failors don't under- 
ftand. . O Dolly ! I fears as how his Majefty is betrayed by 
falfe-hearted men, who gives up his honour for their own 
gain. — ; — Z— ds ! I could wifh we. had 'em aboard, we'd give 
'em a round dozen. All our hopes now is, that fuch ad — *n'd 
agreement, as gives the Ifland, and. denies the right, cannot 
hold long; and then, dear Dolly, I (hall fartinly fulfil my 
promife to you, and fluff all your pockets with dollars. 
Who am, t 

Dear Dolly, 

Your's till death, . < 

BROADSIDE. 



To 
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Anecdotes^ which may ferve to explain a late Refignaton, and a 
very extraordinary Declaration. 

LORD W y out of patience in fending a declaration 
(fabricated by the Carlton-Houfe Junto) repeatedly to 
M— *~-» during the fpace of four months, and receiving back 
cither equivocal anfwers, or abfolutc refufals, determined to 
order Mr. H— — , the Englifli fecretary there, to leave the 

.court of M j which being known to the Junto, the K— 

exprefled great diflike to the meafure, k and the Secretary 

Lord W , in confequence, refigned. Mr. H did 

leave M -, and was, and probably is, at prefent at Lis- 
bon, in his way to England. When the Junto found there 
was no way left to prevail upon the king of Spain to fign 
their Declaration, they were in the utmoft defpair, and had 
recourfe to Old Reynard, imploring his aid and advice : he 
agreed to fend his hopeful Young Cub to Verfailles, who, 
he faid, c fortunately for this nation, had made acquaintance, 

* at the gaming-tables, with the Count de Barre, and by 
' that channel there was a probability of getting to the ear of 
€ the FRENCH MONARCH, and of engaging him to take 
c a warm part in the bufinefs.' But, in order to pave the 
fray— -he advifed, c that five thoufand guineas be imme- 

* diatcly iffued from the Tr ry for the Count, and a rich 

* diamond necklace of more value he purchafed for the Coun- 
4 tefs de Barre/ — FurnUhed with thefe proper materials, the 
Voung Cub fet forward for Verfailles, accompanied by ano- 
ther young Adventurer, equally famous for his exquifite mo- 
defty.— An audience of the French king was obtained,' and 

the Englifli ambaflador, Lord H , was ordered to attend 

his Majefty at midnight, who was afked, when the parlia- 
ment of England would aflemble : he anfwered, on the 23d 
of January. The French monarch (being properly prepared) 
exprefled a concern that his Brother, the King of Spain, had 
refufed to fign the Declaration j but faid, * as he underftood 
c his good brother of England, earneftly wiflied for peace, 

* upon any terms, and as he was in the fame fentiments, he 
c would undertake for his Brother of Spain, and order his 

* ambaflador at the Court of London to fettle the bufinefs 

* with the Prince Maflerano.' — Couriers were difpatched in 
confequence by the feveral parties, and a grand conference 
was immediately held upon their arrival here, between the 
Englifli oftenfible rninifters, the Spanifh Ambaflador, and 
Moafieur Francois, Ambaflador Plenipotentiary from the 

Vol. VIII. Z King 
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King of France, but without fuccefs, Prince Maflerano po~ 
fitively refufing to fign, alledging that he had pofitlvc orders 
from the King his mafter to t£e contrary .—fyl. Francois then 
a(ked if he would fign, upon an indemnification being givejj 
him by the King his rtiafter ?— at this the"Prince hefitated— - 
and M» Francois wrote him a letter upon the fubjeft ; this 
was returned, as not properly ftrong ; and likewife a fecond ; 
a third letter, however, had fooic c#e#, though he ftill per- 
fifted in his refufal. 

On Sunday the 21ft of January, the Count de Guygties 
gave a dinner at his houfe in Great George-ftreet, to which 
all the Foreign and Englifh Minifters were invited ;-^all, 
except thofe of France, Spain, and' England, were abov£ 
ftairs-r-thefe remained, in the lower apartments till fix o'clock, 
in clofe conference, nor was the dinner lerred up till that 
time. Prince M ■ ' , riotwithftanding all their efforts, 
remained firm, and abfolutely refufed figmng the declaration ; 
nor did he fign it until the twenty-third (lhedding tears at 
the fame time.)— What arguments or means were made ufe 
of, at laft, to induce him, the writer has not, as yet, been 
able to learn ; but the public (hall be informed the moment 
he is. It is however certain, that two days after he had 
figned this famous declaration, he received orders from the 
King of Spain his mafter to return home, without taking 
the ttfual leave of the court— a moft incomeftible proof that 
the King of Spain was totally unacquainted with the nego- 
tiation 9 and that it originated and ended at London or Ver- 
failles, or Verfailles or London. 



to the PEOPLE of ENGLAND- 

1 Cannot help thinking that almoft the only internal fource 
of diforder in a free .country is fufFering the Pajjions of 
Men to enter into affairs of Government* If this be once per- 
mitted, a continual ftruggle between Prince and People muft 
enfue, becaufcthe nation fees that government (a facred truly 
is not adminiftred for theirS advantage ; that private perfonal 
confiderations influence the exertion of that power, which can 
boneftly be direfted only to public national objects. A Kinjj 
may inpulge his paffions in private, and prefcrve the conf£ 
dence and affeftions of his fubje&s, by always acting at 
fame as the laws* abroad as the intereft of his kingdom lhall 
diflate: On the contrary, a le/s able prince may be a faint 
in domeftic life j yet if his public condu&'be guided hypartud 

views, 
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views, he never ca/f govern Great Britain with cafe, with 
dignity, or even with fufficient power. 

We may apply thefe reflexions to the prefent condition of 
our country. We hear it is laid, " His prefent Majefty 
€ * poflefies many virtues. Satisfied of his general good inten- 
* c tions, why mould we regard trivial errors, or even par- 
*' ticular abufes ? why all this noife and clamour, as if a 
*i regular defign was formed for the fubverfion of public 
** liberty?,, Some men may be mifled by fuch reafoning, 
may, like our prefent Judges, defirous of augmenting, actually * 
leffen the power and authority of government by increaiing the 
jealoufy of the people ; during the prefent reign many laws, 
beneficial to liberty, have been fupported by the Court, but 
the effe<a of thefe has been loft, becaufe the adminiftration 
of government has not appeared uniform and confident. We 
have feen the power of the crown exerted from private motives 
to the oppreffion of an individual. Whatever public crimes 
he had committed, the laws were fufficient for his punifhment. 
He was convicted by a jury df a libel againft the firft magi* 
finite. Perfonal regards ftimulated the profecution, and the 
laws of the country were violated. His papers ware illegally 
feized; and his houfe ranfacked to furnifh freflb matter of ac- 
cufation. The Votes of both Houfes of Parliament, profe- 
cotions in courts of law fupported by money from the public 
Treaftuyi in fhort, the whole power of the ftate was di- 
rected againft one man. 

Thefe meafufes awakened the jealoufy of the people^jsha 
juftly thought that if one Man could be opprefled, no Man, 
would dare to oppofe; yet when the Illegality of thefe pro- 
ceedings were pointed out, and redrefs was fought by law, 
public juftice was delayed bv privilege of parliament, given 
for very different purpofes. This could not be regarded as a 
private injury, becaufe it was fupported by the public money. 

A general ferment erifues, with its natural effeds, difcori- 
tent, tumults, and contempt of governors, who had abufed 
their power. In this ftate of mens mindfe, Mr. Wilkes, who 
had fled and been outlawed, returns, and tho' neither admired 
nor beloved, is chofe Reprefentative for Middlefex. His 
outlawry is reverXed ;' he is Ugally fentenced to hnprifonment 
for tw<* years, and the general difTatisfa&ion gradually fubfide'sl 
In the nridft of this cairn, to the aftomfhment'of all mankind, 
a motion* from the Treafary Bench is made to expel him. 
The. eleflprs continue obftinate, and aqueftion of the laft 
importance is agitated without caufe, and decided againft the 
people by the fole influence of the crown. 

The 
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•' The nation becomes Allien and difcontented. Daily in- 
ve£Hves are publiflied At length a paper appears, in which 
the whole government of our King from his Acceffion is 
arraigned with much indecent paffion, and even defigns againft 
the public liberty imputed to parliament witha licentious free- 
dom ; profecutions are commenced, yet jurors, men of rank, 
character and fortune, acquit the defendants. Our Judges, 
children in political knowledge, and ignorant p( mankind, 
but wifliing, probably from honeft motives, to ftrengthen the 
hands of government, devife new modes of trial, as if it were 
poflible to appeafe the nation by accumulating injuries, by 
robbing them of the Trial by Jury, that {acred guardian 
of all our rights, our fortunes, lives and liberties. Thus, 
as in former times, one violence makes another neceffary, at 
leaft .furnifhes an excufe for it to the author ; while the 
jult medium is imperceptibly relinquiflied by all. Nothing can 
now reftore peace to us at home, or give vigour to our coun- 
fels abroad, t but a very different conduct in ciur firft Magi- 
ftrate. Let him lay alide the little paffions of the man, and 
remember that he is a King : A King of Great Britain, who 
fhould think and aft only as the laws of his country dictate. 
In my fubfequent Letters J propofe to treat this fubje& 
more at large and point Iput the probable confequences of 
mifrule : In doing which 1 hope to prove, that the Laws have 
inverted the people with Sufficient powers to bring «ven Par- 
liaments to reafon, without having recourfe to violent 



remedies. 



A WHIG. 



To the Right Honourable L— M- 

Fixit leges pretio aiq; rejixit 
Vendidit hie aure.patriam. ViRG, 

My Lord, 

THERE was a time when you confined yourfelf to the 
duties of your office as a J— e; when you left the poli- 
tical government of this country tothofe in whom it was by 
office conftitutionly placed. Then your charges from the ben - 
ch were received with refpeft by pur juries ; your decifion car- 
ried the force of a law ; and your perfon was treated with 
the veneration which is due to the high office you hold in 
the State,., ; , , ..' V 

But wfyen, unfortunately for this country and yourfelf, the 

government of it foil into the hands of men, who had neither 

. . . ..._.., . • -, »... . the 
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the confidence of the people, nor abilities to fupport them 
without it; vriierever genius was fuppofed to rciide, artful 
fophiftnf to inhabit, or fertile villainy to have taken root, 
the pofleflbrs of thofe qualities were called forth, carefled by 
adminiftration, and loaded with offices, however heterogeneous 
in their nature. Your L — p, among the reft of the motley 
crew, by a metamorphofis more ftrange than any related ist 
Ovid, became a politician. 

Our hiftory abounds with numberlefs in fences of minifters 
being made from the members of your L — — p's profeffion* 
but as if nature had precluded them from fuccefs in fuch 
kinds of appointments, the events have ever proved ruinous 
to themfelves, and fatal to their country. Witnefs Empfon, 
Dudley, Bacon, Jeffcries, &c. In fhort, the rule is almoft 
without an exception. It muft be ever fo. ' 

By our eftablifhment, judges are affured of their offices, 
while in their proceedings they commit no violence againft 
theconftitution ; which they can have no temptation to do, fo 
long as they avoid any political intercourse with our mi* 
nifters j but when the auri facra fames , the imperii potens lay 
hold of them, and a corrupt miniftry throw out the lure, 
farewel impartiality, farewel integrity, and every other virtue. 
The judge's occupation's gone ! 

To propofe to a judge to interfere in minifterial proceed- 
ings, indicates at the fame time corruption in the propofers, 
and an infamous opinion of the party addreffed. None but an 
abandoned and de ("piled miniftry need a perverfion of the laws 
to fcreen them from juftice. None but a judge of that ftamp 
is capable of affifting them. 

There is not an officer in this kingdom capable of bringing 
about its ruin fo fpeedily and effectually as a minifterial 
judge. Timidity, a quality generally found in men of fedeo- 
tary lives, will lead him into pacific meafures, even when 
the enemy are at our gates. This way we fall a facrifico to 
the invader. Or if by the bravery of our forces we fhould 
efcape that evil, we fall into a greater, our excellent corifti- 
tution becomes a prey to film over the rank corruption of a 
jet of villains. 

Yet, my L — d, there is hope for this nation, not in your 
reformation, for you are grown grey in thepra&ice of vice. 
Thofe fine fubtil fpirits, by whofe operation in the human 
body, it is faid, thoughts are engendered, have with your 
L— * — p been fo long accuftomed to flow in one certain di- 
rection, that I am afraid no power on earth will ever be able 
ft-alcer their courfc [there may be a way of flopping them]. 
f ' I fay 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



( i'7* ) 
I fey, my lord,, there are no hopes from your reformation, 
but much may be expe&ed from the declining ft?te of your 
abilities, which indeed never were equal to the reputation 
Hie world once gave you for them j otherwifc, how could 
John Wilkes have foiled you on the bench ; how could he 
have brought you forth a culprit, pleading for yourfehf in the 
itery place where you were dignified (however unworthily) 
with the power of trying offenders. You were overpowered 
—for a moment conl'cious virtue ftruggled to gain admiflion 
to your breaft, but, nothing being found to chcrifti it, re- 
tired. In an inftant, perfecution, fophiftieation, attafch- 
orient, refumed their feat in your mind. J, W. retreated to 
the King's Bench ,maugre your lonHhip, and your Lord- 
ibip to iludy Star-Chamber Do&rine, maugre the reiterated 
complaints of an injured people. 

This is not the only inftancc of yout L< p's failure 

when oppofed to great abilities. Your L*~ — p has refufed 
to debate on a moft interefting queftion (when you ought as 
a J-— e and L— d of P »— • — t to give your opinion, you re- 
fofe j when you ought not to give your opinion, too ready ;) 
telling uffy your opinion fhall be buried with you. I believe 
fhere are very few who wi(h the event to be delayed. Though 
with refpedt to the interment of the opinion* I- artf apt to 
think; it of f6 fliinfy a nature, that, lijce the grave-diggers 
corfes in Hamlety "It will fcarce hold the laying in. I 
omit mentioning your declining the debate on the quefrtorf 
relating to Juries* becaufe it is faid you intend to take! tip 
the, challenge at the next roedting of parliament. Prepare 
yourfetf* You havs men to encounter more terrible to you 
than flerceft tygeu or .the roaring fea. Be firm. Avoid that 
hesitation, that agitation, that per fpi ration, that jhuffli rig of 
the wig : they are adions, my lord, very unbecoming in a 
great orator, however hard preffed* If you cannot' argu6 
jiiftlyv argue gracefully at leaft. . I have many other things, 
my lord, to fay to you, but I believe your L- — ~p will 
think this enough at one time. Veryfibon youfhall have the 
jeft* . 

1 am, with great refpeft, 

Your L-^— p's moft obedient Servant, ., 

PROREGE. 
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A» IMPARTIAL REVIEW of > 
POLITICAL WORKS. 

Letters concerning the prefent State of the French Nation % 
with a complete Comparison between France and Great 
Britain — continued — See our loft number \ p. 113. 

AGreeable to promife, we take up the topic of public 
credit, the mod important fubje& in the line of 
com pari Ton drawn between the two nations, by our adventu- 
rous author. Weihould be glad to declare that the whole of 
what he advances on this head, is confident with fomc verf 
judicious remarks, which fhew that he has taken great pains 
to acquire information with refpe& to the general opinion* 
or idea moft commonly formed . of the confequences of bur 
national debt : but he has attended only to one fide of the 
qiieftion, having probably never read the very few, but ex- 
cellent writers in fupport of our public credit. ; 

He acknowledges that the funding fyftem eftabliflied at tie 
Revolution, has given Great Britain a fuperiority over France, 
notwithftanding France is, in his opinion, by far the richer 
of the two kingdoms, in point of natural wealth. He eon- 
feffes, that by means of our national credit w£ are enabled to 
raife armies out of ftone ; fays that England- has nothing t» 
do but to {tamp with her foot, and Pompey's legions fpriog 
up at her command. That by this f efource flic carried on aa 
almoft perpetual wat;, from 16&8 to 1714, at a. prodigious 
expence, and without burthening the fubje&r, breaking 
thereby the power of France, the greateft Ihare of which foe 
fecured to herfelf by means of trade. Yet he pulls to piece* 
this :vifionary, this etherial building, as he • terms it, whick 
has done fuch great things for uSvi heartily congratulating 
France on the want of that credit* on which he had bellowed 
fuch eulogiums. Led away by the great names of our owit 
authors upon this fubje&, he adopts their errors concerning 
the confequences of our national debt, and fuppofes the tie* 
ceffity that will fooner or later arrive of abolifhing the whole, 
by an ad of the legiflature, to be deducible from the intole- 
rable burthen of the taxes impofed for the payment of the an* 
nual intereft of the prefent funds, and what may be created 
^n future wars. 

We ftall follow him through all his arguments that are of 
any weight, and endeavour to refute them when they mifre- 
prefent either the itate of our public credit, or its confer 
quences. 

« The 
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" The paper fpecie of England is not current abroad, 
though it is at home,, confequentlyall fubfidied, ahd military 
expences, drain the kingdom of its cafli, and leave, paper be- 
hind for its domeftic bufinefs — and as ftock jobbing is fo 
Wonderfully profitable to thofe who have ready money, no 
^reat flocks of plate or jewels are kept in private hands.; but 
:n France the thing is different, if they did not poffefs thofe 
valuables, they could not turn the money to ready advantage, 
which is a vaftly greater inducement to keeping them, than 
can exift in England. 

44 The paper currency alone, of the latter, amounts to 
three hundred and fifty millions fterling, including the na- 
tional debts : the whole may even be called really current, be* 
caufe it is as eafily transferrable from one perfon to. another, 
as gold itfelf— there is no difference in this refpedt between 
public bonds and bank notes, any Britifh fubjedt will take 
one as readily as the other. 

44 With fuch an unbounded profufionof the figns of wealth 
at home, it may eafily he conceived that the fmall proportion 
of cafh fhould be conftantly draining away to foreigners, 
efpecially in, a continental war, that coft them above fix mil- 
lions a year ; whereas in a kingdom where figns cannot be 
fuhftituted for realities, the domeftic calls mufloc paid in cafh 
as well as foreign ones, and this neceffarily keeps the coin of 
a ftate at home. Bank notes, &c. in England, are received 
by aU kinds of people without the leaft heiitation when money 
fs plentiful, as in time of peace ; even by the government, 
arid in time of war even the fubferiptions to the publick funds 
are made in them, otherwife, how can it be fuppofed that 
England could in one year raife eighteen millions fterling, 
a fum greater than all the current coin in the kingdom. ^Vnd 
it is this univerfality in trania£Ung every thing in paper 
money at home, that keeps the current cafh fo low. 

u That it^is low there is abundant proof: During the waf 
filver was amazingly fcarce in England, and likewiie money 
in general. In the large manufacturing towns,, it was per- 
fectly well known (and accounts were particularly publifhed 
of it at Birmingham) that cafh was to exceflive fcarce, that a 

prodigious difficulty was found to change paper currency ■ 

Very good bills, within a fortnight of being due, ran at a 
^difcount of two and an half per cent, and even bank notes at a 
difcount of one half per cent. Even two per cent, on bank 
notes, was a common difcount in fome places, whofe corn 
trade was alone confiderable j for the farmers being obliged 
to be paid in cafh alone, the difficulty was the more felt, 
while the merchants receipts being large, were all in bills." 

In 
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In tbefirft place it is necefiary to re&ify a very great mif- 
take of this author, which we are wholly at alofs to account 
for: though fubfidies and military expences have ufually been 
paid ift cam in time of war, especially in Germany, yet our 
paper currency wis even then current upon the exchange of 
Aotfterdam and in many parts of Europe, both in coriimer- * 
rial tranfa&tans, and in the common affairs of life. A fa&or 
could purchafe merchandize in Holland, and pay for them in 
bank notes j a traveller might have exchanged them at the 
par of exchange for current coin of the country ; but even 
fuppofing them to have paid a fmall difcount, if they were 
always readily taken on the footing of good bills at fight, and 
thus immediately convertible into money, it cannot with any 
propriety be faid, our papersfpecie is not current abroad. 

It is indeed arnoft melancholy reflexion, that the Iaft con* 
tinental war coft us fuch an enormous fum annually : unlefs 
lord Chatham's afiertion be true, that we conquered America 
in Germany : If this was the happy confequence of our being 
drained of our cafh, no man who understands the true com* 
mereiai interests of Great Britain, which depend on the 
profperou* fate of her colonies, Will confider this as an evil 
Confequence of our public credit. The Portugal gold, which 
regbrged in London before the fubfidy treaty With the king 
of Pruflfo, and the fencing an army to Germany, Was paid 
away on advantageous term? ; and people at home whp were 
hafYaflfed with having all inland bills accepted payable only 
in { Portugal pieces, foon found, after thefe were y^nifheo, 
that there was no want of guineas for circulation in domeflic 
concerns. What proof then does this change in the money- 
cranfa&ions of that period furnifh for our author's afiertion, 
that our current cam is very low. If^ after fending fi* mil- 
lions annually of Portugal coin to Germany, guineas were 
found tofupply their place in the payment of bills, when be* 
ford you were forced ttrfolicit as a favour to get a few j is it 
ftoc rather a proof that when there is either a great circulation 
of paper, or of foreign gold in this kingdom, the current fpe- 
cie, both in gold and filver, is cautioufly hoarded up againft 
any extraordinary emergency, when either paper currency is 
in discredit from any public bad circumstances of the, nation, 
or foreign gold fcarcc. And does not this fair fuppofition 
render all calculations concerning the current fpeqie vague 
and uncertain ? For Want of precifion on this point, our au- 
thor ha* greatly wider- rated the current cafh ofthis kingdom % 
atfd as fo a fcareity of filver, it is a complaint of long {land* 
irtg; owing to different caufes; as we obferved before, it is 
hoarded * it is Jikcwife exported \ and it is clandeftinely 
Yd. VIII- A a melted 
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melted down ; witneft the fcarcity of crown and half-crown 
pieces. 

*' The circumftance Concerning the difcount on bank notes, 
and good" bills in corn counties, during the great exportation 
of grain in .1766 and 1767, it amounts to no more, than the 
embarrafment of a traveller, who in fome country village be- 
ing diftrefled for change, fhould be obliged to give fome co- 
vetous old mifer (contrary to law) fixpence for filver for a 
guinea, he might, in this cafe report that guineas were at 
two and half per cent, difcount, but all the world would laugh 
at the folly of circulating fuch an idle tale, on fo flight a 
bafis, as his accidental fituation. Juft the fame was the cafe 
of the bank notes and bills in queftion. Could the owners, 
who wanted to pay the farmers in currency, have bad the time 
to flip into fome other counties, they might have found (hop- 
keepers and riders to great tradefmen in London, who would 
have been glad to have given them ca(h, and perhaps a pre- 
mium for their bills and notes. 

But this author forgets a fundamental maxim in circu- 
lation, which levels all diflindtions between fuch papers as 
public bonds, bank notes, &c. and the precious metals. It 
is this; that whatever is" agreed upon by a nation to be 
the medium of the exchanges of property, is the money, the 
currency of that nation ; no matter whether it be made of 
paper, tin, lead, filver or gold. 

The next enquiry he makes is, into the future .confluences 
of the credit of England and of France, which he difciuTes in 
the following manner : ' 

** A great plenty of money, or the figns of money, if en- 
tirely current amongft a people, contributes greatly to raife 
the prices of all forts of conimodities ; This is a fad, which 
reafon, as well as hiftory, confirms. The price of all thiaga 
rifuig in proportion, as filver flowed in Europe from the 
Spanifb colonies, is well known by all : It muft therefore 
naturally follow, that fuch a prodigious quantity of paper 
currency as the Engltfh poflefs, muft among them be attended 
with the fame effeft ; and this is not only a fuppofition, but 
the prefent ftate of the kingdom abfolutely proves it. During 
the latter years of the war, and ever fince the peace, the 
prefles of England have been employed chiefly in introducing 
to the publick vaft numbers of tra£ts concerning the dearnefs 
of all kinds of provifions, and this perpetual cry has held fo long, 
that generations of beafts of all kinds might have been bred, 
fatted, and eat, in the time — But it is not only in that arti- 
cle ; all others are encreafed in proportion, they complain— 
and many of their bed writers aflert, with innumerable ones 

of 
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of the prefent times, that the decay of their manufactures, 
particularly the woollen and filk, is owing to living being fo 
extravagantly dear in England, that they cannot work fo 
cheap as foreigners, efpecially as the French. This dearnefs 
of all kinds of provifions is a ftumbling-block to a multipli- 
city of their authors, who have given live hundred reafonsfor 
it, but fcarce any have hit upon the right one, which is pre-* 
cifely their immenfe paper currency ; as ic is impoffible fuch, 
a currency (hould not be attended in any country with fuch 
aneffetft, and as the effedt really exifts in England to a very 
great degree, without any other fatisfaftory caufe being al- 
igned, is it not demonitration, that this is the real caufe V 
The nation is therefore not only faddled with a multiplicity 
of taxes on the induftrious, to pay intereft to the lazy, but. 
fuch taxesf are more than doubled by the effects of their paper 
fpccic— — and both for a perpetuity 1 Thus, when we fay 
England raifes fuch a revenue, and France fuch. an one — no 
comparifon can be drawn, untill the confequences of the pa* * 
per of the former are taken into the account, and they are 
beyond doubt of a furpriiing amount. 

" I have already fpoke particularly of the great eafe with- 
which France recruits the moft terrible lofles of a war : It 
would not be fo, if {he could borrow as freely as England, 
becaufe then (he would in peace groan under the burthen of 
all her wars, and in frefh ones have to raife the expences of 
three or four at once. This is the cafe with England ; dur- 
ing the raft war, (he not only fought Lewis XV. but his 
great grandfather at the fame time, almoft in the zenith of 
his power ; for flie not only raifed the Aims neceffary for the 
war then carrying on, but at the fame time kept paying near 
all the expences of thofe of king William, queen Anne, : 
George L and II. till laft, the expence of old wars, will in 
a future one be equal to the new, without reckoning the 
monftrous addition occafioned by the currency of fo much 
paper. 

♦« There can be no comparifon therefore between the two 
nations, in recruiting the lofles occafioned by war— England 
is now more burthened from her late fucce&ful one, than t 
France from fo unfortunate an one— and that in an infinite , 
proportion ; for her acquifitions coft her more than they yield 
—whereas France not poflefling fuch a public credit, could not 
fo burthen herfclf for futurity, if (he would ;. and the conqueftt 
and ftilors (30,000) which her enemy reftored to her at the - 
peace, contained the quick vegetating feeds of almoft imme- 
diate wealth. What therefore would have been the cafe, * 
had England been asunfuccefsful as France, or even half as 

A a 2 unfuc- 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



t I7» ) 

unfuccefsful : Let us fupppft Jamaica, Bajtadfff* ***d Vir* 
ginia, or Maryland, in the hands of France, with * naval 
power fuperior to her enemy) can we be fo (tapM ~to 
fuppofe the French would have been fuch idiots as to rtikm* 
them? No, they would have reftored the province of Nor- 
mandy, and the town of Calais as Toon ; and England wotdd 
have found herfelf in a very different fituation. 

" From the nature of the government of England* there atifi$ 
et fatality which mars all their treaties of peace. In modern times 
they have tut two fuccefsful wars to vcqft of 9 both owing to utrf 
great parts and abilities in the minJJers who conduced tbem y but 
prejudice andfacllon deprived thofe men of their powers andjpeac* 
njoas made both times tofecure that of their opponent i~~~-Infteeh u 
filiation, a dap of the pen of a fool gives up the axqmijkan* 
of genius and fuperior abilities---- i fhis is evtr we cafe with JBkg* 
land j and it is a circumjlance fojlriking^ that the EagKflb when 
they rejoice at the victories of their arms* forget the vanity of their 
fttccifsy when the pen is drawn in/lead oftbejward* 

" In (hort, whatever light we confider public credit m 

Seneral, and that of England in partici^la^ qw l»ve th* 
rongeft reafon to give to France in this article, the/Mfetof 
ftpenority in the want of that which fome are fo Wind am to 
admire. The effe&s of it are fuch in England, that tvta 
fuccefs (however better it may be than the contrary) in war, 
brings no relief, but the fits down at the end of a moft tri- 
umphant one, under greater burthens than the very people 
over whom ike is victorious. The cffe&s of her credit hive 
been the depriving her of real wealth, fubftiti^ting paper ia 
its room, the doubling all her taxes, the enduring at prefeat 
the expences of wars that happened almoft a century j^go-— 
the involving all her affairs in the hands of flock-jobbers, 
and money-brokers the rendering her profperity m gene- 
ral infinitely precarious ; and la(lly ? the profpe& of tuvviog 
th£ weight of her power fink, on companion with the reft ol 
Europe. If the caufe of fuch effe&s is to be valued, my con- 
ceptions are not clear enough to comprehend the propriety of 
fuch an idea. 

" Before I entirely difmifc the fubiefl, I (hall venture a 
remark or tttoonthe *zwi/of the Englirn credit : Now, their 
debt is arrived at fuch a prodigious amount j the intereft of it, 
and their quantities of paper currency, grown fuch a heavy 
btmhen; let us fiippofe the legiflaturc of the kingdom by an 
zSt of parliament, * to convert at one ftroke the whole of their 

* Forty members are a boufe y and an ad may be read three 
times, and receive the Royal affent, all in four hours. 

3 debt 
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debt into annuities for the lives of the prefent pofiefiors only 
at the prefent rate of intereft. In fuch an affair as this, 
nothing (bould be done by halves, the leaft flip ruins all future 
credit, therefore it fhquld be loft for certain gain. The 
number of ftockholders, is it faid, are 17,000 ', is it to be 
fkppofed that twice that number, out of ten millions of 
people, might not be mined, without a rebellion— -a civil 
war, and a-— I know not what, which the intereft money* d 
asm in England, have almoft made the people believe muft be 
the inevitable coafequence of a fpungcr Abfurd and ridicu- 
lous ! The whole fabrick of the funds would fall at a breath, 
and who would be hardy enough to draw a fword for revenge t 
Their incomes would be fure for their lives* and as to their 
fticcefibrs, that really had no ether means of fubfiftence, the 
parliament would have it amply in their power to fecure 
them from poverty. But to fuppofe that any publick bad con- 
iequencea would fellow, from fiieh a breach of faith, it ia 
the weakeft imagination in the world. 

** But it will be faid, that as faft as the lives dropt, the in- 
tereft would ftill be raifed, and then be in the power of the 
Giown, which would be a worfe confequence to the nation ; 
likewife, that whatever urgent affairs happened afterwards, 
n* money could ever be borrowed again — and laflly, that 
the infamy of fuch a breach, of faith, would reflect eternal 
dishonour on the nation. 

s* The anfwer to thefirft of thefeobfervations isdecifivej fi» 
for is H from one ihilling of the intereft going to the crown, 
on the annuities dropping, that it would all go to the finking 
fiuid, which, in other words, is the furplus of all taxes which 
are railed for the payment of intereft, and which h entirely ia 
the difpo&l of parliament. 

<* Secondly, a* to never being able to borrow again, it would 
be the happieft circtimftance that could poflibly arrive to the 
nation in general : They would be obliged to raife the reve- 
nues necefiary for. a war, during the continuance of fuch war, 
by which means the burthen would never laft after a, peace 
was concluded. To eiFetft this would be extremely eafy for 
naval and conftitutional wars, and if they were never able. 
again to pour their fix millions a-year into Germany,, fo much 
the better ftill. The prefent revenue of England would, if 
the debt was funk, be highly fuftcient for any the moft ex~ 
' tenfive war, they could confidently with their intereft carry- 
on j efpecially when their enormous paper currency was funk* 
for one million then, would go as far as a* million and a 
quarter now. Laftly, as to the infamy of fuch a breach of 
faith, I am not palliating or defending it, I only mean to point 

out 
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but the confluences : But there are fome confutations 
which will foften the idea we have, even of fuch infamy 
kfclf. "....-... 

•* The xnoft fenfible men in England arewell convinced, that 
the 'public debts and paper currency have thrown a weight into 
the fcale of the crown greater than any taken out of it at the 
revolution : There needs no argument, to prove this : and the 
vety idea of liberty being endangered by fuch a fabrick of 
credit, is enough, with all honeft Britons, to make them 
Wifh tp fee it levelled with the ground, and without any im- 
putation of cruelty : The beft and deareft interefts of a great 
nation ought never to be given up through juftice to a few 
thbufands. Another circumftance which ought not to be 
forgot, is the natural courfe of thebufinefs left to.itfelf — fuch 
ruin and deftru&ion muft oome by and by (we know not how 
foon) to the few, and mod probably without fecuring the 
itttereft of the many. At prefent an hundred pound of public 
fund is not worth more than eighty-five ; from whence comesr 
fuch a difcount ? The natural event will be a failure of credit,* 
without eafing the nation of its burthens ; or in other words* 
utter ruin. . 

" The intereft of the debt of England i? upwards of four mil- 
lion fterKng upwards of an hundred millions of Hvres ; 

All would ceafe (if true politicks guided the legiflature) in ** 
few years,, and fome of it immediately, as the annuitants 
dropt off. Such fums, added to the amount of the finking 
fond, would enable the parliament altnoft dire&ly to eafe the 
people of the moft oppreflive taxes, and that moft oppreflive 
of all, the effeft of fo much paper, would drop at once— -^the 
balance of trade in their favour would pour in natural wealth, > 

to remain among them their trade and manufactures, eafed 

of fuch heavy burthens, would aftonifh all Europe, in their, 
immediate progrefs, and efpecially, if the parliament, out of 
the overplus of the nation's revenue, fhould grant fome liberal 
bounties on the importation of thofe articles of American pro- 
<iuce, which England receives from other nations, particularly 
the northern ones.— A few judicious acts of parliament to en- 
courage their colonies in articles which cquW not interfere 
with the mother country, would, after fuch an event, render 
the empire of Britain, the moft permanently fixed of any in 
the univerfe^r-and encreafe her real power beyond all concep- 
tion — to a height indeed, which with any other constitution 
would endanger the liberties of Europe : No ; I may venture 
to aflert, that fince the time of the Roman empire, the world 
has not known a. dominion fo extenfive— an influence fo un- 
bounded 
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bounded-7-or riches fy permanent, as would be the cafe With 
England,' trufting to her navy, after fuch an event." 

The dearnefe of ,pK>vifipns we deny to be the effed of the 
taxes ; it if theeffeft of a. weak adminiftratton of the internal 
policy of the kingdom! it i* owing to the fordid interefted 
views of the landholders, who have difcouraged the breed of 
fmall animals canftituting great part of our food. And as to 
our manufactures they have declined from the fame caufea, 
the want of hands, the landholders having defolated whole 
villages,. by pulling down tenements, unfettling the poor, 
ahdt preventing their propagating their own fpecies, or railing 
live itbcjc for food. The multiplicity of the taxes we own is 
a very great grievance, and think our author's remark on the 
abfurdity of making the prefent generation pay for the battles 
that were fought in the laft, is a moil: keen reproach on our 
government, but we cannot allow that it is a proper coofe- 
q^uerice of public credit. At the fame time that the principal 
was borrowed, means might have been found to have raifed 
a fund, for the payment of the annual intereft, without bur- 
thening pofterity j but the true misfortune of England is, 
that' her minifters and legiflators are fo vain as to imagine all 
political fagacity is confined within the narrow circle of a 
levee, or within the walls of the houfe of commons ; there- 
fore they reject with contempt every offer to fet them right 
in any department wherein they err, unlefs it originates in 
the brain of one of their own body ; all without that pale is 
heretical, and they will rather blunder on from generation to 
generation, than liften to what they call a proje&or. This 
is the true reafon why her affairs are involved in the bands of 
ftock-jobbers and money-brokers. 

As to the expedient propofed by this ingenious gentleman 
of paying off the national debt, it is an old fcheme, with al- 
terations, borrowed from Mr. Hooke ; but it is by no means 
neceflary to commit fuch an aft of national injuftice ; it may 
do for a French, but not an Englifh government, which muft 
inviolably preferve the public faith of her parliaments. To 
talk of annihilating the public debt in this kingdom, is as 
idle, as to fuppofe we could carry on exttnfive wars without 
credit. The truth is, we can never break, as this author fup- 
pofes, becaufe not only feventeen thoufand ftockholders, but 
the whole nation is interefted in the fupport of public credit* 
in which, as the cafe, now ftands, priyat* credit is involved. 
It is therefore childifii to confine the idea of a breach of par- 
liamentary faith to the ftockholders alone j the whole circle 
of commerce would feel the blow. Great part of the unem- 
ployed money of the nation is lodged in bankers bands ; thefe 

veft 
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nft m tiie fundi or other perianal fecurities the temporary 
balance remaining in their hands uncalled for; pafs an aft - 
in four houn to- reduce the value of the funds by convert- 
ing them into life-annuities, and you infallibly make thefe 
flop payment, who then will difcotmt your bills from the co- 
lonies, bills from all parts of Europe, and inland bills, or 
which way are the tradefmen to go on in bufinefs who have 
placed their circulating cafe in their hands. Above tw<* 
thirds of the kingdom muft be inevitably ruined by any very 
great blow given to public credit : having therefore eftabliflied 
this fabric, we are now obliged to keep it conftantly in repair; 
and that minifler who makes any other ufe of furplufes re- 
maining in the treafury, but to provide a fund for the pay- 
ment of the intereft of future loans in time of war, is either a 
knave or a fool. £ay your intereft regularly, and you will 
never break ; the national debt will change hands by keeping 
up the credit of the open market. The people will chearfully 
fttbmit to pay the prefent taxes for fifty years to come, if you 
will affiire them you will not impofe more. This is the true 
method of providing for war in time of peace, without biir- 
thening pofterity* Were this plan purfued, our author would 
find that our public credit out-weighed all the real wealth, as 
He ftiles it, of France, and we might very fafely, with our 
prefent profitable and extenfive commerce, add another 
100,000,000, and bid defiance to all the (hallow, malevolent 
prophecies of public bankruptcy. We (hall clofe our account 
of this extenfive performance with the article of the Navy, 
under which head the mod ufeful hints are thrown out to 
our government,- in the following obfervations : 

" I cannot draw a parallel between the number of failors 
' kept up by the two nations in time of peace, becaufe the 
French court are perpetually varying them, according to the 
bufinefs of the day, whereas in England, the number is fixed 
at ] 6,000 by parliament. It is the exceeding bad policy of 
the latter in Keeping fo few, that may, one day or other en- 
danger her fafety : For a maritime power to keep more foldiers 
than failors in pay, is infatuation itfelf, and can be xefolved 
into nothing but the miniftry's being eager for a numerous 
army, becaufe the commMEons fa it are better affiftants to 
bribery, than any in the navy 5 fuch a condud is almoft the 
aatural confequence of the form of government in* England; 
" The meft keen eyed politicians in Europe,* are either 
greatly miftaken in their prophefies, or France will, one time 
or other, revenge that mafterly ftroke of politicks in her 
enemy, of feiaing her fhips before war was declared : That 
fingU a& commanded at once the fate of the war. But it has 

fee 
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let an example which an arbitrary crown, that of courfe pof- 
fefles vaft advantages at fuch fudden work, will doubtlefs take 
occafion to follow : Nothing could be eaficr than for the 
French miniftry, after encreafing their marine with all poffible 
expedition, and keeping 50, or 60,000 failors in con ft ant 
pay ; to lull the court of London into fecurity, and when 
they were ready for a&ion, let loofe the whole force of France 
iii 20, 30, and 40 gun frigate*, on the trade of England ; their 
enemy would then feel the confequenceof reducing their royal 
feamen to 16,000, three times that number would be in the 
ports of France, before fuch a fleet failed from England, as 
would oblige the French to man their firft rates. The En- 
glish would then wifh their 17,000 landmen were transformed 
to failors. As to the motives for fuch a condu&, pretences 
will never be wanting by the court of France, for ailing to 
their convenience* 

cc If the French a& in future, on a truly political plan, 
England can never be fafe without keeping 30,000 failors in 
conftant employment, and befides that prudential conduft— • 
flie ought on the political plan> to take occafion to quarrel with 
France, whenever the French marine begins to wear a for- 
midable appearance, or threatens m a diftant manner to rival 
her own *, by fuch, and only fuch means, flic can fecure to 
herfelf the empire of the fea. Hitherto accidents, and the 
blunders of her enemy have performed all this for her, but 
chance fhould never be trufted to too much. But the na- 
tional debt of England ! you wiil cry out— true : that indeed 
I forgot— that requires as Machiavelian a ftroke as the French 
navy. 

cc I have in a former letter drawn a comparifon between 
the navies of the two nations, as to number of fhips, guns f 
and value, there remains therefore the Iefs to add to this— 

c< A nation that is not in poffeffion of a great trade, can 
never raife a formidable navy, but when the trade is gained, 
the navy comes very fpeedily : A monarch poffefling fo large a 
revenue as the king of France, and his fubje&s carrying on 
fo considerable a commerce, has nothing to do, but torefolve 
to be powerful by fea— if he has able minifters about him, 
he will fpeedily be fo : And when his grand enemy's great 
jrefources lie in trade, a powerful navy \& the only fure means 
of diftrefling them, and enriching his own fubje&s in a fu- 
ture war. Becoming formidable at fea, is therefore not only 
the effeft, but the caufe of trade, for if France was once to 
become ftronger at fea than England, the fuperior trade of the 
latter would foon fink. It muft however be allowed, that, 
let the French court aft the cnoft political part poffible, it 
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will notwithftanding always be in the powe* of England to 
retain her fuperiority, and even di&ate in efFed the number fcf 
ihips her enemy {hall build, and that in fpite of the whole 
houfe of Bourbon, and even all Europe— but this conduit, 
fo neeeflary to the glory of England, requires a government 
lefs (hackled with fa&ions than that of the Englifih*" 

■ ii ■ ■■ ■■ " ■■ i ■■ i i ■^■■ii ■■■ ■ -i ■ n ■ ntnil ■!. m 

A Letter to Robert Morris^ Efq\ wherein the Rife and 
Progrefs of our Political DifpHtes are confidered, €sf c. 
{promt fed in our laft Number. \ 

NEVER do we remember to have perufed fuch a hetero- 
geneous produftion ; it is fo extraordinary a medley y or 
hotchpotch of low humour — partiality, inve&ive and abufe— 
fuch a jumble of court-flattery, tory politics, Scotch fpite, 
law and quibble tofled up, and fe&foned With a few grains of 
honefty, good fenfe and found judgement to relifh the whole 
•—that we may truly affirm, the prefs has not thrown out 
fuch a bone for criticifm for many years ; and to ufe a fami- 
liar, favorite expreffion of our writer, which he applies to 
Lord Mansfield, but we more fuitably to his pamphlet— c< It 
will be a wonder indeed if we fee its like again. 

. The firft eight or nine pages are dedicated to the main de- 
fign 5 abufe of Mr. Morris in the moft grofs, illiberal terms j 
and to return the compliment he pays to that Gentleman, we 
muft obferve that, the only reafon why fuch a writer (per- 
fonally kno,wn) fhould not be kicked down flairs, is, left a 
more infolent, and a more ignorant fellow (hould.take up the . 
pen in his ftead and give us frelh trouble. 

We wifli to fpare our readers the pains we have taken ia 
Wading through all the mire of this Scotch fwamp to get at 
a very little trad of fertile country. His tale of the old Wo- 
man, calculated to make us fit down eafy under a bad admi- 
fliftration, becaufe a worfe might come in their place.— His 
ftory of a young wench and the devil, and his firing of titles 
fining about the neck of the quondam Secretary to the Sup- 
porters of the Bill of Rights, are equally mean, frivolous, 
impertinent and malicious. His attack upon all the Patriots 
of the land indifcriminately (leaving Mr. Wilkes out of the 
queftion) in the fame illiberal ft rain that has been conftantly 
ufed by his party— his abufe of the honeft citizens who have 
offended his Sovereign Lady,, the Princefs Dowager of Wales 
and her friends — his making cuftard and plumb-pudding the 
infignia of the office of the Chief Magiftrate of the metro- 
polis, enables us to fcout the Highlander in every page, and 
leaves no room to doubt that Gibby is in a woundy pauitn. 

So 
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So far .we have endeavoured to pay him In his own bafe, 
coin—but when'he reafons like a man*, we likewife change 
our ftile and the temur of our criticifm. His apology for 
Judge Afton is ingenious and fenfible, and if it had been 
delivered with a probable fuppofition, that he was warranted 
to fay, fuch was the Judge's meaning, it really would de- 
monftrate, that Mr. Morris has made " Much ado about no- 
thing/' We (hall give it in his own words, and leave it to the 
Sublic to determine, whether the interpretation put by Mr. 
lorris, on Mr. Juftice Alton's expreffions relative to him, 
at the time of his pronouncing the judgment of the court on 
Almon-f— or that which this writer gives to them, are the moft 
candid— what the Judge really meant muft remain fn his own 
heart, as we fear, he will not condefcend to explain himfelft 

" It is afooUfhbird, they fay, that befiiits its own neft; and 
there are who fuggeft, that Robert Morris, Efq; has a ftrong 
refemblaivce to fuch uncleanly fowl. He tells us, in the tenth 
page of his Letter, (arid we muft believe he tells us the worft) 
the words made ufe of by Judge Afton. He lays a ftrong em- 
pha£s upon that man ; as if it had been an affront to his 
dignity to be called a man. Very poflibly Judge Afton erred 
when he gave him the appellation of a man ; however, Ro- 
bert Morris, Efq; may difcufs that point with his laundrefs. 
But if Mr. Morris were that fort of man whom they call a 
grammarian, he would have been lefs offended at the appella- 
tion; for it is not fpoken as demonftrative of him, pointing 
him out in a reproachful way ; as if the Judge had faid, that 
pian then, or, in the patriotic idiom, that then man ; but re- 
latively, viz. " that man who had (though but in a parenthefis) 
" put into his affidavit, that he did not think the letter figned 
5 f Junius to be a libel ; I {hall, for my part, pay very little 
* ' regard to any affidavit he (houjd make/' 

" Certainly the expreflion, in every fenfe, carries an idea 
which might hurt the pride of a patriot* Though I think 
Robert Morris, Efqj has rather m*de a confeffion, that he felt 
the thriift home, when he explains the meaning of it in his 
own tepms. A man of very jealous delicacy op the point of 
honour, ought never to commit bimfelf by the implication of 
a conftrued affront. If Mr. Morris had lived in the world, he 
would often have found the neceffity of foftening the fenfe 
of harfli expreffions, infte^d of turning them to a worfe. But 
the hot head of a law patriot, kept in a continual bpzz by 
law converfations^ in law coffee-hQufe$ 9 and law-dinners at law 
taverns-, 'his invention and imagination perpetually employed 
upon abftraft and futile difputes j his blood irritated and in- 
flamed with unprofitable and illiberal readings with the un« 
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genteel altercation too common in the inns of court, render 
bim incapable to attend to thofe conciliating diftin&ions, 
which he ought to be fo much perfonally interested to make, 
and which men of the. world find k neceffafy to make every 
day. 

a The misfortune of the cafe is, that in thefe difputcs the 
difputants proceed no farther than hard Words, and fcurrilous 
namcp, if in private ; and if in public it ends in a pamphlet, 
by which no body gain? but the Bookfeller, and in which the 
party generally befpatters himfelf more than the perfbn whom 
Ike writes againft hath done. Such has been the conduct of 
Robert Morris, Eft}.— In the heat of his refentment, to which 
I will add the promife to his friend (who I hope will perform 
his part, by calling Judge Afton to account in another houfe) 
he has not perceived, that by the ftrong fenfe he has put on 
the Judge's words, he expofes himfelf to a worfe cenfure than 
could be meant, or indeed than the words in fair conftru£tion 
implied. 

" A thoufand people, who never would have thought of this 
matter, and who, even if they had heard of the cenfure, 
would have confidered it in rto other light, than as a ftrong 
expreffion of a Judge's difapprobattoa of a falfe opinion given 
by an evidence, when he had no call to give it; I fey, a 
thousand people will now, upon the authority of Mr. Morris 
himfelf, put the fame conftra&ion on the words that he has 
done, and believe him to be no better than he has reprefented 
himfelf. 

"There are in England many, very many wife, juft, and 
good men, who firmly believe the letter of Junius to be a falfe, - 
a fcandalous and an infamous libel, wrote and publiihed for 
moft diabolical and deteftable purpofes. All thefe men mult 
think, not in the higheft manner of Mr. Morris, either as a 
lawyer, a fubjedjt, a chriftian, or a gentleman, for going out 
of his way to give his opinion upon oath, that it did not con- 
tain libellous matter ; but what miift they think now, after 
the . interpretation Mr. Morris himfelf puts upon a Judge's 
cenfure of that opinion ? I will not declare what I imagine 
their fentiments will be ; but I know in general, that it is a 
capital error to take a ftrong expreffion too warmly, and to 
interpret it into a dire& charge to impeach the honour or 
honefty of the interpreter. 

u Mr. Morris is pfcafed to afk, whether Judge Alton's words 
can bear a different import from that which he himfelf puts 
upon them ? To which I anfwer, they moft centainly will. 
I have already mentioned one other fenfe, and I fhall men- 
tion another* I do not mean to dwell on the difference be- 
tween 



gitiztedby Li( 



( i*7 > 
twpen paying very littU regard^ Judge Alton's words, and it- 
firming no credit ^ which are the words of Mr. Morris ; for tho f 
there is a material difference between them, to dwell upon it 
might be thought a refinement. But there are many reafons, 
bendes an abandoned conference, which take from the credit 
of an evidence in a court of juftice. There are defc£ts of 
the head, as well as of the heart. If Mr. Morris laboi^rs 
under the farmer of thefe, he is injurious to himfeif by ap- 
plying the Judge's cenfure to the latter. I could refer him 
to the books of evidence, which are full of cafet of objections 
both to the competency and credibility of witnefles, which 
do not impeach their confeiences at all. Some of thefe ob- 
jections lie in all cafes, fome in particular cafes, Suppofe a 
man intelligent, rational, and cool, in his general condu£t 
and behaviour, but on a particular point, wild, incoherent, 
furious, and mad ; would that man's credibility, in a queftion 
on that point, deferve equal credit with his evidence given 
upon any other? To be|fure not. Suppofe, alfo, his vio- 
lence to be fuch, that he had gone out of his way to declare 
his opinio* upon that point ; would not this ftill take front 
the credibility of his evidence ? Suppofe that opinion to be, in 
the fenfe of all reafonable men, a wild, inhuman, and dan- 
gerous opinion ; might not fuch a Judge fey, that the affidavit 
ef fuch a man deferved very little regard? Suppofe the fame 
man's madnefs (hould impel him to conftrue the faying of the 
Judge into a charge againft his conference ; would not this 
1 be a ftrong evidence to corroborate the opinion of the Judge, 
that the affidavit of fuch a man, in fuch a cafe, deferved very 
little regard ? 

" All tiiefe are fuppofable cafes, becaufc they have adually 
happened. Mr. Morris, whofe intellc&s, if I may believe re- 
port, are none x>f the foundeft, is mad as a March hare, with 
many others, on the head of patriotifm, and an ideal refor- 
mation of the ftate. Some people do him the credit to be- 
lieve,' that he is one of the few patriots who are confeien- 
tioufly in the wrong. I am very willing to allow him the 
merit, but I will not allow him to have been a witnefs, omni 
exception? major, in the cafe of Almon ; and yet I will not fay, 
that he is in general a man of fuch abandoned confeience, 
as not to deferve credit in a court of juftice. He may call 
his own honefty in doubt, and make other* doubt it, if he 
plea(es ; but I, for my part, will defend his virtue, at the ex- 
pence of his understanding:" 

The fubftance of a laboured account of the rife and progref* 
of our political difputes may be reduced to this fmall com- 

f)afs— An Eulogium on his Majefty which he might have 
pared, unlefs he had pofleffed the talent of writing fuitable 

Digitized by VjOOQ 1C 



C i8S 1 " 

to the dignity of his fubjeft. An Angelic portrait of Lord 
Bute, as a man, and as a minifter, faultlefs in every point 
fxccpt one, (in which alone he could give any true pleafure 
to the real friends of their King and Country; his daftardly 
^efertion of his public ftation— flying from the helm of ftate-^ 
as his relation James IL did from his throne. -. . > 

This modeft Caledonian Writer in thewarmtlvof his zeal, 
aflerts that Lord Bute was weak enough to believe that this 
nation might be governed upon t pure patriotic principles, and 
that he actually purfuerf a pure Utopian fyftem which ruined 
him as a Statefman. Was ever fuch infolence ?— Were the 
difmiffion of, all the late King's minifters, counfellors and fub- 
ordinate fervants-»-the reducing Hundreds of families to beg* 
gary, by the xemoval of even clerks from public office?, for 
no other reafon but to give their employments to Scotchmen 
Jjis creatures-^The infulting of the beft friends of the Hoqfe 
of Hanover, and the firft Peers of England-*-The turning 
out a fuccefsful able minifter to make way for an infamous 
peace — The feeing the perfon and papers of a member of 
parliament by an unconstitutional warrant — §.o many Cgns 
and tokens of a patriotic government ? if fo, Heaven defend u& 
from fuch anothef.->— With the fame confiftency, but without 
fhadow of argument, Lord Chatham's condu& in the late 
war is decryed, the peace is applauded ; and every roeafure 
of government fince is extolled to the fkies^-except an error 
with regard to Mr* Wilkes-*4ie (hould have been hanged or 
let alone. 

With refpefl: to the North Briton, fpeaking of the mif- 
chief it has done— he wonders at the patience of the Scotch—* 
and fays, that while the evil genius of the Engltjh infpired 
them with folly and injuftice— their better angel whifpers to 
I frem refignation— or in other words — prevented another un* 
jxatuial, bafe, bloody, ungrateful rebellion. As it is hd fays, 
that harmony between the two parts of the i/land is deftroyed 
J>y the Kpf th Briton, and may not be fo eafily cemented 
again. Here the proud Scot menaces again—but Jet hirn 
call to mind Tower-hill, and fpeculate at Temple-jw to 
cool his courage. 

Mr. Wilkes is not fpared in this pamphlet, and there is 
one circurnftance which we think he is bound in honpur to 
explain in print. The writer fays, that Mr. Wilkes tendered 
bis fervices to Lord Bute, when minifter, to write for him in 
the news-papers for a very trifling pecuniary fum, btut Lord 
Jute detefting his charafter, in pursuance of his Utopian plan 
rejected his offer, which gave birth to Wilkes's damning hi? 

Scotch 
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Scotch bipod, and letting on foot the North Briton to inflame % 
thn kingdom againft the Scotch. 

Our readers will not be furprifed after this to find, that 
Lord Mansfield is fet up by this writer, as the moil ftrenuous 
affertor, and defender of the people's liberties, rights, and 
privileges, and as the mod injured man in the nation. Thi* 
our author attempts to prove by inftancing the patriotic po- 
pular a&s of parliament firft moved or promoted by his Lord- 
fhip. 

" Lord Mansfield, fays he, not only prevented the dangerous, 
injury offered to theconftitution, by the Earl of Chatham, and 
Lo,rd Camden ; he was alfo either a firft mover, or a ftrenuous* 
and zealous promoter of the popular laws, which have been 
made during the prefent reign ; and by which the conftitutioa 
has been brought nearer the ftandard of perfection, than by 
all the other improvements fince the sera of the Revolution. 
I mean that law by which the Judges were rendered indepen- 
dent of the crown, and which proceeded from his Majcfty 
tx mero motu. That by which the minds of the people were 
quieted, againft the apprehenfion of the crown's right, com-* 
monly called the nullum tempus a£l. That which, by reftrain- 
ing the privilege of parliament, was-of fuch efieritial advantage 
to the internal commerce of the nation * efpecially to that 
part of it which could leaft afford to lie under any disadvan- 
tage, the honeft and induftrious (hop-keeper, and Handicraft. 
And that law, by which qucftions of election in the Houfe 
of Commons are henceforth to be tried, in a manner which 
will prevent the injuftice pretended to have been done in the 
Middlefex election ; and guard againft the bad confluences, 
which it was figured might follow from that determination. 

«« Three of thefe moft falutary and beneficial laws, were 
made by the prefent parliament, which is endeavoured to be 
rendered fo obnoxious to the people j and two of them, the 
privilege and election bills, could not have gone through the 
Houfe of Peers, had it not been for the zeal, the wifdom, 
and eloquence of Lord Mansfield. There have been times, 
when fmaller fervices to the nation would have raifed altarr 
and ftatues to him who performed them ; but fuch is the 
pbrenzy of the prefent times, that a deluded multitude' are' 
taught to believe, that the men who attempted to deftroy their 
liberties, are the zealous afiei;tors and defenders of them ; 
while the man who flood forth, and in the face of the world 
oppofed and defeated the attempt to deftroy them ; and cm 
every occafion has given a public teftimony of his zeal, 
not only to preferve, Dut to extend and enlarge the bafis of 
public liberty, is reprcfented as her enemy,— Once more I 

affirm, 
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affirm, that the people of England believe every thing they bear* 
and nothing that they fee" 

His Lordfllip's Condudi in the care of Woodfall, his doc* 
trine of Libels, and of the power of Juries, is confequemly 
defended with great plaufxbility, and a competent knowledge 
of law.—- This part of the pamphlet is evidently written by 
anotner hand, though of the fame party : it is the ftile and 
rcafoaing of a gentleman and as fuch we recommend it to 
thofe who have perufed the other fide of the queftion— The 
letters to Almon in matter of Libels. 

We cannot do juftice to this author, without fubjoining 
bis advice to the good people of England. 

«' If they would open their eyes to what is around them, 
they would fee their fituation happier than any nation upon 
earth. They would fee their commerce extending daily, 
their riches encreafing, and their country the center of arts 
and endowments. They would fee on the throne a King, 
whofe only wifh is to promote his fubje£ts happinefi, and 
whofe only tniltake, in the means to procure it, has been a 
too ftudious attention to fatxsfy the wayward defires of every 
party. They would fee a parliament, compofed of men, 
whofe intereft never can be oppofite to that of the people ; 
and who in fad, have done more for the intereft . of liberty, 
than any .parliament fince the sera of the Revolution. They 
would fee a bench of Judges, in whom wifdom, knowledge, 
and integrity, are equally confpicuous ; men who on all oc- 
cafions have fupported the real liberties of the people, and 
redrefled, by legal and conftitutional means, every injury of- 
fered to their rights. 'As for Lord Mansfield, I know him 
not, but in his public character j and I defend him, befcaufe 
I think his conduit is upright, confident, and conftitutional. 
I could wifli, however, that the aufterity of his virtue could 
bend 4 little to the depraved temper of the times ; he would 
not be a better man, but his great and (hining qualities 
might be of more ufc to his country : yet, take him for all 
in all, it will be a wonder, indeed, if we fee his like again." 

All the Authentic Papers relative to the late Negotiation 
with Spain, and the taking of Falkland's JJlandfrom the 
EngUJh, 4to« 3s. Almon. 

THESE curious papers fliall be critically examined, and 
the pretentions of the two crowns (as they appear upon 
the face of this interfiling correfpondence) (nail be fairly 
ftated in our next. 
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To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGI9TER. 

SIR, 
As the prefent conteft concerning the authority and jurif- 
di£tion of the Houfe of Commons * may be attended with 
very ferious eonfequences ; and many people may be led 
to fah'e conclufions, which are often the refult of violent^ 
beadftrong paffions : It will be an acceptable fervice to re- 
gulate their opinions, by referring them x to t^e origin of 

- parliaments ; and by laying before them the general fenti- 
rnents of the ableft ftatefmen, the greateft lawyers, and the 
beft writers on the antiquity, nature, defign, power, bufi* 

■ nfcfs and ufe of parliaments. 

This talk I have undertaken and transmitted to you for the 
public benefit : if you think it will ahfwer any valuable 
purpofe at this crifis, your own judgment-will point out 

- the neceffity of giving it the firft place in your Regifter for 
April, in preference to other fubje&s, which cannot be 

* more important, and may not be To temporary. Your 
attention to this my firft communication, will engage me 

. to be an occasional correfpondent. 

Grofvenor~Square, « ATniJ . 

March 20th; SOLON- 

■ — — ii ■■■ 1 ■ I ■ H I I IIIIW I I . ■■■ I II. « ^ 

• * See the proceedings on the cafes oSWbebkyThompfin^ 
knd Miller in thU number. - 
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4 

On the Antiquity -, Nature, Befign, Power, Bujinefs> 
and Ufe of PARLIAMENTS. 

THE word Parliament is derived from the French, and 
is compound, containing the fignification of the French 
words — Parler-le-ment, to /peak ones k mina\, thereby denoting 
that every member of thofe auguft affemblies (hould fincerely 
and difcreetly fpeak his mind for the general good of the com- 
munity ; this title to our national affemblies was in ufe 
before William the Conqueror, for it is traced to Edward the 
Confeflbr. 

But in the time of the Saxons what is now (tiled the Par- 
liament, was called Witenage Mote, that is, the Great MoU, 
Meeting or Affembly, whence the Wardmotes in London receive 
their name to this day ; others indeed interpret the Witenage 
Mote to mean the Wife Mote or affembly of the wife men, the 
/ages of the land. 

The word Parliament is ufed in two fenfes ; Firfl, to (ignify 
the legiflative power of Great. Britain, as when we fay, An 
a& of parliament ; this acceptation necefTarily includes the 
king, lords, and commons, each of which have a negative 
voice in making laws ; and without their joint confent no 
new law can pafs that will be obligatory on the fubjedts. 

Secondly, In the moft univerfal fenfe, the word is ufed to 
defcribe the two houfes of lords and commons. Thus we 
fay, the king will call the parliament together : or, his majejly 
will diffohe the parliament. # 

The lords or parliament are divided into fpiritual and tem- 
poral. The fpiritual lords are fo called becaufe they are 
bifhops, and derive their titles from the church, though their 
title to fit in the houfe of lords arifes from their baronies, 
which they hold as parcel of their bifhoprics in their political 
or temporal capacity. The other branch, of this houfe con- 
fifts of temporal peers of five different ranks, vl%. Dukes, (by 
which title the princes of the blood hold their feats) Mar- 
quiffes, Earls, Vifcounts, and Barons* 

The commons are, divided into three clafles ; Fir/}, Knights, . 
or reprefentatives of mires or counties ; but it is to beobferved 
that though the writs direct that two knights are to be cbofen, 
yet it does not follow that they fhould actually have the degree 
of knighthood : for the ftatute of the 23d of Henry Vlth runs 
jn thefe words ; 

\* That the knights of the fhires for the parliaments here- 
" a^er to be chofen, (hall be notable knights for the faid 

'" ** counties 
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,"coumier fox which they (hall be cfaofen ; or otherwife, fuch 

. " notable efquires or gentlemen (born in the fame counties) 

" as fhall, be able to be knights, and no man. to be fuch 

" knight, who (lands in the degree of a yeoman or under." 

Secondly, Citizens, chofen to reprcfent cities. 

Thirdly, Burgefles, that is to fay, thofe chofen to reprefent 
boroughs/ 

The difference between a city and a borough, is not fo ge- 
nerally understood as fome imagine, wherefore I fliall explain 
it. A city is a borough incorporated, which is, or has been 
anciently an epifcopal fee : and this though the bifhopric be 
diifolved ; thus Wtftminjler, which formerly had a bifliop, 
ftill remains a city. Boroughs are towns incorporated, but 
. which never had any bjfhops. 

This is the constitution of the two houfes, vulgarly called 
the parliament, but its fupreme power cannot be exercifed ui 
a iegiflative capacity without the concurrence of the king. 
Therefore ftri&ly {peaking, the parliament (hould mean the 
three eftates of the realm, who in the Britifli government 
hold an equilibrium or balance of power. For neither can 
the king alone — nor the king and the lords— nor the king and 
the commons— nor yet the lords and the commons make, 
alter, or annul any law ; but this glorious triplicity mud aft 
in conjunction : and here lies the ground work of the fecu- 
ritv of life, property, civil and religious liberty, to the fub- 
jects of thefe happy realms. 

Having concifely defcribed the antiquity, nature, and plan 
of the parliament^ we will now proceed to treat of its power and 
jurifdiftion, which is fo extenfiv*, tnat it makes, enlarges, 
diminiflies, abrogates, repeals, and revives laws, ftatutes, 
a&s, and ordinances concerning matters ecclefiaftical, civil, 
martial, marine, capital, criminal and common ; and ac- 
cording to lord Coke, the power and jurifdidipn of parlia- 
ment in making laws ; in proceeding by bill, is fotranfeend- 
ent and abfolute, that it cannot be confined either for caufes 
or perfons within any bounds. Of this court it is truly feid, 
5/ antiquitatem fpeftesy eft vetuftijjima, fi dignitatem, efthomratif- 
fima : ft jurifdiftionem, eft capaciffim*. If you regard its ori- 
ginal, it is moft ancient : if its dignity, it is moft honourable ; 
if its jurifdicliion, it is moft capacious. 

Sir Thomas Smith, a great ftatefman, in queen Elizabeth's 
time, gives the following character of this fupreme court. 
" The moft high and abfolute power of the realm of England 
" confifteth in the parliament ; for the parliament abrogates 
" old laws, makes new, gives order for things paft, and for 
" things hereafter to be followed : changes the rights and 
Cc2' ' " puffeflions 
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u pofibffions of private men : legitimates baftards, corrobo> 
** rates religion with civil (andion, alters weights and mea- 
sures : prefcribes the right of fucceffion to the crown, de- 
" fines doubtful rights, where there is no law already made, 
€< appoints fubfidies, taxes, and iitopofitions, gives tree par- 
** don, reftorcs in blood, &c." 

So much for the power and jurifdi&ion of the three cftatcs 
of the realm, king, lords and commons in parliament af- 
iembled, and afting conjointly ; on this fubjefi we (hall meet 
with no oppofition : but we muftinthe next place difoufs the 
feparate jurifdi&km of the two houfes aflemhled under the 
common title of the parliament, totranfa& the public bufinefs 
of the nation. 

As thejurifdi&ion of the parliament is fo tranfeendent, fo 
the rules and methods of proceeding in it are different from 
tfhofe t>f other courts. Lord Coke in his inftitutes obferves, 
that as every court of jufticc hath laws and cuftoms for its di- 
rection : fome by the common law, fome by the civil and 
canon law, fome by peculiar laws, and cuftoms : fo the high 
t court of parliament, Jhis propriis legibus et confueiudtnibus fub- 
Jiflit : fubufts by its own peculiar laws and cuftoms. // is lex 
et confuetudo parliament! , the law and cuftom of parliament, 
" that all weighty matters in any parliament moved concerning 
4( the peers, or commons in parliament aflemUed, ought to 
€< be determined, adjudged, and difcufled by the courfe of 
" the parliament, and not by the civil law, nor yet by the 
" common laws of this realm, ufed in more inferior courts," 
which was fo declared to be according to the law and cuftom of 
parliament, concerning the peers of the realm by the king and the 
lords fpiritual and temporal \ and the like phis rathme y for the 
fame reafon, is for the commons, for any thing moved or done in 
■ the houfe of commons : and the rather for that by another law 
and cuftom of parliament : the king cannot take notice of 
any thing faid or done in the houfe of commons, but by the 
report of the houfe of commons : and every memberof parlia- 
ment hath a judicial place, and can be no witnefs. 

This is the reafon that judges ought not to give any opinion 
of parliament, becaufe it is not to be decided by the common 
law, but according to the law and cuftom of parliament : and 
fo the judges in divers parliaments have confcfled. And fome 
hold, that every offence committed in any court punifhable by 
• that court, muft be punifhed (proceeding criminally) in the 
v fame court, or in fome higher, and the parliament hath no 
higher. 

As every court muft be fuppofed armed with a power to de- 
fend itfelt front affronts and infolencics, fo has the houfe of 

common! 
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commons in all ages, appointed particular committees, in 
order that they (hall be empowered to fend for papers, perfons^ 
and records. But in order to bring men to a fober fenle of 
their duty and danger, it may be proper to defire your readers 
would turn over the hiftories of England and the journals pf 
the houfe of commons, for a variety of inftances of the fum- 
mary proceedings of that houfe, refpe&ing perfons who had 
violated any of the rights and privileges of parliament, and had 
fubje&ed tberhfelves to be proceeded againft criminally, ac- 
cording to the law and ufagfc of parliament. The houfe of 
commons have never executed their power of puniftiment in a 
rigorous manner fince the revolution : and if their jurifdi&ion 
is now to be overthrown by inferior magiftrates and courts, 
becaufe it does not proceed on the grounds of common law, 
the greateft anarchy and confufion muft enfue. And rfiofe 
who pretend to be patriots — the very advocates for the liberties 
of the people, are either ignorantly or wilfully forging chains 
for them* 

The abolition of the law and ufege of parliament would be 
the greateft ftride to arbitrary power that has been made in this 
land fince the time of Charles the firft. It is the power of the 
houfe of commons to fend for perfons, papers and records at 
pleafure, and to proceed in a fummary way to punilhment, 
not capital, that protects the liberty of the lubjed againft the 
arbitrary defigns of ambitious minifters. If one individual 
can refufe to obey the fummons of this houfe, another will 
undoubtedly claim the fame privilege j and when a motion 
{hall be made to call before the houfe any clerk in a public 
office, any deputy fecretary of ftate, or even a judge's tipftaff, 
or a flieriflPs officer, he may refufe, and thereby having notice 
of the intention of the houfe to punilh him for fome mifde- 
meanours affeding the public, and to examine his papers and 
records, he may either fly the kingdom, or remain at his own 
houfe, in defiance of a proclamation for apprehending him, 
becaufe an inferior magiftrate will not order him into cuftody, 
for no other reafon but to oppofe the law and ufege of par- 
liament. 

On the fame principle all juftices of the peace may difobey 
the orders of both houfes for commanding the perlbnal at- 
tendance of a great number of conftables, during the fitting 
of parliament. There is no law to enforce their obedience ; 
and in fine, if the ufage of parliament is to be rooted up ia 
this violent manner, the democratic weight in the conftitu- 
tion muft be confiderably diminiflied, and we may live to re- 
pent the having facrificcd real to ideal liberty. 
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y For'thc POLITICAL REGISTER. 

• <To the Earl of HILLSBOROUGH. 

My Lord, 

PERMIT me to congratulate your lordlhip on the long 
refpite you have enjoyed in your particular department, 
from that general cenfure which has fallen on every public 
meafure of any importance tranfafted by the wretched admi- 
niftrAtion of which you make a confpicuous part. You have, 
I doubt not, enjoyed a kind of triumph on the decline of that 
intrepidity and fpirit of freedom which gave' you fo much 
trouble in North America : and the vidtory gained, over the 
truly patriotic, independent inhabitants of Bofton, through 
thefljatneful defertion of a felfifh majority, has re- animated 
your drooping courage, and'fired you with the idea of ex- 
tending the prerogative of the crown beyond all due bounds, 
in fome other fettlements, unhappily fubje£ted to your arbi- 
trary will and pleafure. 

Amidft the hurry and buftle of domeftic politics, I am 

. afraid the melancholy fituation of our fellow fubje<Sts, at any 
diftance from the feat of the Britifli empire, will not be at- 
tended to with that generous concern either by the public gr 

, your lordfhip, as I could wife';, but this (hall not prevent my 
laying before them the refultof thbfe unconstitutional privi- 
leges you have granted to the French Roman catholics in the 
Iflands of Grenada and the Grenadines, Several writers have, 
at fundry times, taken up this important fubjeft, and it was 
not without reafon concluded, that you had feen your error,, 
and had determined to revoke the initru&ions you fent to the 
Lieutenant Governor Fitzmaurice, under his majefty's fign 
manual in October 1768, by which the French fubje&s, were 
granted privileges contrary to and fubverfive of the laws of 
the whole Britifh empire. After you had been convinced of 
the inexpediency, as well as the illegality of this odious mea- 
fure, by the dreadful diforder and confufion it introduced into 
the government of Grenada ; the candid, difpaflionate part of 

. mankind concluded, you had recovered your fenfes, when 
they faw the worthy Governor Melvile, who had made fuch 

.a noble {land againft thisfhameful violation of the king's pro- 
mife in his royal proclamation for fettling the ifland, not only 
honourably acquitted of all the malicious charges preferred 
againft him. by the French emiflaries here, but fent back to his 

government, to reftore good order, harmony and public tran- 
quility. 

It was not fo much as fufpe&ed that his hands were tied, 
and that you had not given him any power to remove from his 

majefty's 
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majefty's council of Grenada, from the general affembly, and 
from the bench of juftices, thofe French Roman catholic fub- 
jecte, who had been admitted uncp'nftltutronally to feats in 
each department of the legiflative and executive offices of go- 
vernment, folelyby the power of prerogative, in itfelf null 
and void, when it attempts to difpenie with the laws of the 
conftitution. But our laft advices from Grenada aflure us, 
that y6u perfift in enforcing the inftru&ions fo juftly com- 
plained of, and that the French fubje&s now openly triumph 
over the natural born fubje&s, who fettled there by invitation 
from the king, in the full perfuafion, (depending on his royal 
word,) that they fhould enjoy all the rights and privileges of 
their countrymen in England, and not be precluded from 
offices of truft and emolument by the intrufion of French 
fubjeds, difqualified to hold them, on account of their 
religion. 

All that Mr. Melvile could do, on his refuming the reins of 
government, was, by his authority and example to preferve 
externa] decency and public decorum, which' he has hitherto 
happily effected. The rancour and animofity fubfifting be- 
tween the French and the Efoglilh fubjeds, has been ftifled, 
by his mild and generous attention to conciliate and reconcile 
the contending parties ; but for want of authority to remove 
the eaufe of that hearty difguft the Englifc fubjecls have taken 
to the French Roman catholics admitted to a (hare in the go- 
vernment, he has not been able to tranfaft any public bu- 
finefs : for a general doubt and miftruft as to the legality of 
the prefent conftitution of the ifland prevails, and it would be 
to no purpofe to permit an affembly to fit, or a council to 
ad, compofed partly of members who are totally difqualified, 
and whofe acls cannot poffibty be binding or obligatory. So 
long fince as the month of November laft, your lordfhip re- 
ceived the humble addrefs of the Grand Jury of the Ifland of 
Grenada to the king, praying a reftitution of the old confti- 
tution, under which the inhabitants lived happily for four 
years," and ftating the bad confequences that had already en- 
fued from the indigencies granted (by prerogative authority) 
to the French Roman catholics. Yet fo little regard have 
you paid to the unhappy fituation of this colony, that our 
frefheft advices inform us, all public bufinefs is at a ftand. 
The a&s for eftablifhing the courts of law and equity expire 
on the firft meeting of the council and affembly ; the Gover- 
nor has therefore wifely prorogued both — juftly dreading the 
revival of the ad conftituting thefe courts, by a legiflature, 
whofe authority, and the validity of whofe acts are difputed. 

But 
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But by vojir lordfhip'a obftinacy, which ^ou will call firm* 
nefs 9 you have gained an important point in favour of your 
French friends in Grenada. The Englifh fubjefts willing to 
follow the benevolent example of their Governor, and almoft 
defpairing, after fp many fruitfeft applications, of the refto- 
ration of their juft rights and privileges, have fubmitted to an 
alternative, fet fortn in the annexed declaration. 

Little do they know that in the very moment this declara- 
tion reached England, you had confirmed their fentence of 
condemnation, by appointing a raw, unexperienced, youthful 
Jockey to be Governor of Grenada, in the room of General 
Melville. Your lordfhip would dovvdl to inform us who 
this extraordinary man is 3 this Mr. Leyhorne, whom you 
have appointed to fuperfede a gentleman perfe&ly well ac- 
quainted with the genius and difpofition of the inhabitants, 
and the original conftitution of the colony he now governs. 
This gentle youth, no doubt, is to repair his exhaufted 
finances, and to fupport your prerogative meafures. He is to 
call the afiembly, and convene the council, to ena& laVs; 
and he may do it : but believe me, my lord, neither you, 
nor your new governor will be able to convince the Englifb 
fubje&s of the validity of them, while difqualified perfons 
have a ftiare in making diem. 

Let me advife you, therefore, maturely to weigh the al- 
ternative, to which you fee you have reduced the poor un- 
happy natural-born fubje&s of Grenada. 

Try the ftrength of minifterial influence in parliament,' and 
endeavour to eftablifh beyond a power of revocation, this your 
new, motley conftitution of Grenada, by an a& of the Britifh 
Jegtflature. If you fucceed, your perfonal indemnification is 
the advantage you will derive from the a£t ; and as for the 
Englifli fubje&s in the colony, they will fubmit to the autho- 
rity of the Britifh parliament, when they find the fyftem of 
government fo far altered at home, as that Roman catholics 
aire by law allowed to hold offices of truft and emolument 
under the Britifh crown, in any part of the king's dominions. 
But, my lord, whenever you attempt this bold ftroke, let me 
intreat you to give timely notice of your intention, that the 
Englifli fubjeds at Grenada may have an opportunity, by 
their numerous friends in London, to be heard at the bar of 
the houfe of commons, in oppofition to an a& which I am 
well affured they never w.ifli to fee paiTed, though their mis- 
fortunes have reduced them to the expedient of propofing it. 
. Perhaps your lordlbip is apprehenfi ve, that if you fail in this 
trialof your political (kill, ycuwillnot be abletoftand your ground 

afterwards. 
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afterwards, on the firength of prerogative. I am really of that 
opinion, and would not be in your lordfhip's place, if fuch a 
bill ibould be brought into the houfe, and after a (pirited 
debate thrown out ; for in the courfe of the debate fuch a 
difmal catalogue of grievances would be laid before parliament, 
which have been the confequence of your exercifing a lawlefs 
power under the (an&ion of the prerogative, as muft go near 
to endanger your perfonal fafety. 

In fliort, my lord, you have now no time for trifling, this 
affair is coming to a crifis : one parifh in the ifland is now on 
the point of making a legal oppofition to an aft of your pre- 
rogative legiflature, paSed during the adminiftration of that 
renowned Lieutenant Gbvefnor, Mr. Fitzmaurice, 

The tax impofed on the inhabitants of St. Andrew, for the 
prefervation and fupport of the harbour, was to take place in 
December laft, and the majority of them had long before come 
to a refolution of cppofing it 5 thus you fee, n?y lord, that 
the very defence of the ifland will be left unprovided for, 
lowing to your perfifting in the meafure that has thrown the 
Englifh fubje&s once more, into a ftate of unfpeakable 
diftrefs. 

You cannet then too ftrongly inculcate the lefTons you 
intend to giye your new Governor, a daily rehearfal will be N 
abfolutely neceflary j for I am told he is rather flow of appre- 
henfion, and has undertaken a moil difficult enter prize, no 
lefs than to make a people born free, and entitled to all the 
rights of Englishmen, fubmit to the controul of arbitrary 
power, obey the di&ates of prerogative, and fit down quietly 
under an innovation which makes them liable to become the 
(laves of fome future French, Roman catholic governor. 

When Mr. JLeybornc is equipped with his credentials, you 
(hall hear further from 

ALCIBIADES. 



Authentic Copy of the Affbciation and Declaration of the 
King** natwral-born Subjects of the Ifland of Grenada. 

WE the underwritten Proprietors ©f Land, Mer- 
chants, Traders and others, faithful and loyal 
fubje&s of his majefty, refiding within the Ifland of Grenada 
and the Grenadines, 

Being deeply fenfible of the many grievances and incon- 

veniencies we have already- fuffered, and juftly apprehenfive 

of the encreafmg evils to be dreaded from the prefent unfettled 

ajod lingular ftate of- our Civil Gonflituthn* do hereby declare, 

Vol. VIII. Dd tW 
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that it is our fixed rtfblution to exert ourfclve9 to the utmoft, 
by all juft and legal means, to obtain either a reftof atioiri of 
our conftitution as firft eftablifhed, or that a Conftitution be 
lawfully fixed and declared by the wifdom and authority of 
his njajefty and the great council of the nation, that is by an 
aft of parliament. 

N. B. Thofe that are not defirous of the alternative propofed, 

. but for an adl of parliament, will only be pleafcd to add td 

their name$ the capital letters A. P. ' ' • ' • l ' 



Patrick Maxwell 
Ninian Heme 
Alexander Campbell 
. Harry Gordon 
Frederick Corfar 
Thomas Fownfend, A. ?• 
John Deponthieu 
John Melvill 
Alexander Symfon 
Robert Maclellan 
Walter Robertfon 
Charles Wilfoh 
Daniel Philips 
Samuel Sandback 
John Chalmers 
Alexander Midleton 
John Piegott •' 

Arthur riggptt 
James M'Kenzie 
James Gilloch 
John Porteous 
William Bright 
John Ruding 
John Barring ton 
Benoit Aquart 
James Campbell 
William Beaty 
John Beaty 
Edward Auiburner 
John Hind 
Edmund Thornton 
William Dent • • 
Andrew Orr 
Thomas Bennet 
John Lefly ■' . 
Alexander Cooper 



John Knight 
James Blane 
Roderick Williamfon 
Robert Threlfal" " 
Robert Maxwell 
Burnand and Hicks 
Alexander Bartlet 1 
JohnRoft ' 

John Handleigh 
George Fitzgerald 
Thomas Bird 
Benjamin M* S ween 
Alexander M* Sween 
Duncan M c Sween ' 
Patrick Carrick, A. P, 
James Baillie, jun. 
William Sutherland 
Hugh Lane * 
Alexander Paul, A. P, 
John Lumfden 
John Harrifon* 
Thomas George William^ 
William Town fend, A. P, 
John Campbell 
John Campbell, jun, 
Colin Campbell 
John Hay 

George Stephen, A. P. 
James Robertfon, A. ?, 
Thomas Robertfon - 
Harry Munro 
Alexander Munro 
David Puruceincq 
Walter Flyri 
tfenry Godfrey 
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Alexander Stephen 

iames Cox 
,ambert Hyland 
William Donaldfon 
William Grey 
John Arnold 
Martin Sutor 
John Birkmyre 
Archibald M 4 Gee 
Andrew Anderfon 
William Caffon 
Samuel Martin 
Henry Pearfon 
William Wayland 
James Jeenkin 
Henry Edwards ^ 
Joihua Bryant 
Robert Taylor 
Giles Butterfield 
John M c Intofh 
Thomas Bodkin 
Patrick Kewley 
John Sharp 
Thomas Martin, 
Thomas Mafon 
John Nunns 
William Wallace 
John Ireland 
George Innes 
John Maliflbn 
Jofeph Bodkin 
Pavid Clunie 
John Stubbs 
Philip Hooker 
John Kerr 
Archibald Hendry 
James Patcrfon 
John Collie 
John Mitchell 
Andrew Thomfon 
fiugh Chalrners 
Edward Goffat 
John Brotirn 
Henry Tharft 
John Halel 
George Malcolm 
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John Speck 
William Laifig 
John Dawfon 
James Macamie 
John Finhie 
Matthew Lumfden 
John Home 
James Stewart 
John Hamilton 
Alexander M' Kenzie 
Charles Gordon 
William Cooper 
David Jones 
Chriftopher Sweetman 
George Doherty 
George Corbut Crane 
William Denoon 
Robert Munro, A. P. 
Thomas Scott, A. P. 
James Spark 
Jeremiah Green 
William Waddie 
Walter Hamilton 
Walter Scott, A. P> 
Roger Devreux 
James M* Gowne 4 

Alexander Harvie 
John Hackrel 
John Hanna 
James Wilfort 
Charles Gilbert 
Gavin Smith 
John Hutchifoti 
Thomas Grant 
John Trotter 
John Gordon 
Lew. fr. Konig 
William June* 
Matthew White 
Robert Scott 
John Park, A. P. 
John Stephen, A. P. 
Robert Glafgow 
Chriftopher Airey, At P, 
Robert Chirry 
James Brown 
Di* James 
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James Walden ' Peter Ord 

William Deague William Reid* 

David Taylor Peter Maney 

James Weftlajid George Situ 

James Begbie, A, P. , Morit» Hardmanrt 

John Daires, A, P. John Williamfon 

Arthur Tran John Sernpie 

Richard Davies; Simon French 

Stephen Welch George Bufnel 

N, B. Many others have figned this declaration, copies of 
whofe name*, cannot yet be procured. 



To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

SOON after the acceffion of his prefent majefty, great 
pains were taken to propagate a declared intention of the 
court, to banifh the very remembrance of party diftin&ions in 
this kingdom, by preferring to places of honour and emolu- 
ment in the government, all perfons of real merit and abili- 
ties, whether defcended from families known to be avowedly 
in the intereft of the Pretender, and againft the Hanover fuo 
ceflion, or from thofe who had ventured life and fortune to 
fix the crown on the head of George the Firft. The fpeci* 
oufnefs of this fyftem of adminiftration deceived many of the 
beft judges of political affairs in this kingdom. They 
thought that the ground plot was laying of a glorious reign, 
of undifturbed union and harmony; and rejoiced to fee a pe- 
riod put to thofe contentions and quarrels, which had fo long 
fubfifted between the two adverfe parties called the Whigs and 
the Teries. But the maflc foon dropped off, and convinced 
the deluded people, that a fcheme was laid to difmifs from the 
fervice of the crown and the nation, every warm advocate for 
the rights and privileges of the people ; and every friend to 
the houfe of Hanover, whofe family had been confpicuout 
for the powerful aid. given by them in parliament to the bill 
for fecuring the protectant fucceffion, and feating a prince on 
the throne, who was the patron and reftoref of thofe rights of 
the fubjeft, which had always been invaded under the govern- 
ment of the Stuart line ; and were never more endangered 
than at th^clofe of the reign of the laft fovereign of that race. 
It was now too clearly feen, that the Machieveltaa policy 
was adopted in the cabinet, and that under pretence of abo- 
lifhing party diftin&ions, the moft virtuous and powerful party 
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in the kingdom was to be entirely crufhed, and the other ex- 
alted into the feat of power. Men who had wifhed and even, 
drank deftruflion to the whole houfe of Hanover, were courted 
to accept of places, and the royal confidence was foon given to 
thofe, who wese but one remove from open rebellion, and 
were actually fecretly combined againft the late king. A 
plan founded in Angular ingratitude can never profper, and 
accordingly we have (een nothing but anarchy and confufion in 
the internal adminiftration of government from the. moment 
it was determined by the head of the Stuart and Tory party, 
to affront, difgrace, opprefs and ruin the king's real friends, 
and the peoples true advocates, the JVb'tgs^ the fupporters of 
the houfe of Hanover, and of the freedom of the conftitution* 
Party feuds and animofities in confequence of thefe meafures 
have augmented, inftead of being fuppreffed, and inftead of 
having no party in the kingdom, as was expected, from the 
candid declaration pf a young prince born and bred amengft 
us, we have the misfortune to find that there are actually no 
lefs than three ftrong parties at this time in oppofition to each 
other. 

The fecret friends of the Stuart race: the avowed advo- 
cates for defpotifm we all know : and unhappily experience, 
that they have the weight of power and influence in the go- 
vernment. 

A fecond party areoppofers of thefe, and lukewarm friends 
to the caufe of freedom : they have an eye to the great offi- 
ces of ftate, and are determined not to excite the refentment 
of the throne, by "going into any violent meafures that may 
create perfonal difguft and averfion. 

A third, attack both king and minifters indifcriminately ; 
juft fteer clear of actual fed it ion, or treafon ; and appear re- 
folutely bent on enlarging the bounds of civil liberty, at the 
expence of the prerogatives of the crown, and the eftablifhed 
cuftoms and ufages of parliament, Thefe are the blefled ef- 
fects of the pretended abolition of parties. Never was a king- 
dom in a more diftra&ed fituation, nor fo oddly circumftan- 
ced. For a prince of the houfe of Hanover is on the throne, 
and yet the government Js adminiftered on the very plan, 
in inoft refpects, purfued by the Stuart king, who abdicated 
the throne, and paved the way for a revolution, which it 
was fondly hoped would have fecured us forages, the fullen- 
joyment of our civil and religious liberties. 1 he line of pre- 
rogative is ftretched now beyond what it would bear in the 
time of the Stuarts ; and in the oppofite extreme, the cool ne ft 
and difafFe&ion to monarchy discoverable in the mafs of the 
people, announces a ftrong propenfity to a republican form of 
government. What will be the event of thefe divifions, hea- 
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ven only knows ! but it is very evident that we have gained 
nothing by the fyftem of deftroying parties. We had better 
have remained clafled under the two denominations of Whigs 
and Tories, than to have been branched out, by means of 
Lord Bute's politics — into Carlton houfe Juntos — Chatba- 
mites—Rockinghamites, Sbelburnites and JPtttites—M of whom wc 
are confidently told, have diftih&, different views and inte-* 
refts. 

But as the reigning party are obnoxious, (though in a 
greater or lefs degree) to all the others. I beg leave to trou- 
ble you with a fketch of their complexion, and if we may 
judge of them by their works— I thing we may fafely pro* 
nounce, that they exhibit a ftrong proof of the futility of the 
fcheme for abolifhing parties— they being the very preroga- 
tive Tories, in principles and conduct, fr well known inhif- 
tory during the reigns of the Stuarts. 

I could give you a variety of inftances of the fame arbitra- 
ry defpotic rule, invafions of the rights of the people, and 
venal management of a certain great aflembly in the prefent 
reign, as in that of James the Second. But I choofe to con- 
fine myfelf to the repeated attempts ,to reftrain the liberty of 
the prefs, and the chain of profecutions carried on under dif- 
ferent lines of direction againft printers and publifhers ; there 
being no furer teft of a Tory adminiftration, or in other 
words, of a government founded in prerogative principles, and 
calculated to fubvert the freedom, and independancy of the 
people. 

The great leader of the Tory fadion at the latter end of 
the reign of queeji Anne was as violent an enemy to popular 

liberty, as Lord Chief Juftice M , or the oftenfible mi- 

nifter Lord N — , but unfortunately for the people, they had 
not fuch illuftrious guardians' of their rights againft the en- 
croachments of prerogative, as we are blefled with. It may 
not therefore be improper at this crifis, to convince the ftip- 
porters of the rights of the people, that by their fpirited con- 
duct, they have already gained ground of minifterial authori- 
ty, and driven the defpotic Junto to the neceffity of throw- 
ing the odium of perfecuting printers and publifhers on the 
Sirliament. The ufual modes of informations in the King's 
ench ; attachments ; and warrants from the fecretary of ftate'9 
office failing them ; they have taken a new method to con- 
troul the liberty of the prefs, by fhifting the fcene, and bt- 
troducing their plan of defpotifm into the national afTembly* 
to the aftonifhment and concern of all good men. For to foW 
divifton between the reprefentatives of the people and their* 
conftituents, is a difabolical fcheme to weaken the power of 
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bojh ; it is therefore incumbent on the people, manfully to 
lupport the champions of their rights and privileges at this 
Crifis, and it is nolefsthe duty of all honeft reprefentatives 
of the people to guard againft the minifterial artifice of ex- 
tending the powers of parliament beyond the verge of the 
known laws of the land. For if parliaments are once made 
the engines of oppreffing the people, England will indeed be 
undone, for its government will be arbitrary and abfolute 
to all intents and purpofes. 

On the contrary, if the privileges of parliament, which af- 
fe& the liberties of the people, are found to be contrary to 
law, and are therefore wifely given up, we mayprophefy, 
that the liberty of the prefs will be firmly eftablifhed and a 
patriotic miniftry will foon follow. For a prerogative admi- 
fliftration cannot fubfift, when the prefs is free. 

Great things have been done in this reign, to check, con- 
troul and limit minifterial power; and if the prefent point is 
gained ; it will be irppojfibje for any miniftry to pretend to 
govern, by managing, (as they term it,) any houfe of com- 
mons. 

That we may be encouraged to perfift in tbedefence of the 
rights of the people, I have extra&ed from the records of 
thofe days, an account of the conduft of Lord Bolingbroke, 
Queen Anne's Tory minifter, with refpeft to the liberty of 
the prefs. He like his brethren the prefent miniftry could 
Jtiardly let a month pafs,. without profecuting fome printer or 
publilher, 

0£lober 23d 171 1, being the firft day of term, fourteen 
bookfellers, printers and publishers, who had then been late- 
ly taken up, and committed to the cuftody of meflengers by 
Mr. Secretary St, John f<pr printing and publifhing, appeared 
at the bar of the Queen's Bench, Mr. Darby was amongft 
them, committed to Newgate only for printing an account of 
a tranflatiqn of that paffage in Tacitus, which relates in what 
manner Cefellius Baffus deceived the emperor Nero, with the 
promife Of an immenfe, but imaginary treafure. This was /«- 
Urpreted as a libel upon the then new projefl: of the fouth fea 
icheme. 

On the 3d of December following, Mrs. Popping a pub- 
llflier was committed to Newgate by a warrant from the iarrie 
jjecretary of (late for publifhing a paper called, the prote/iant 
fofi boy i and the printer was taken into cuftody of a meffen- 
ger. 

l£ September 4th, 171a. Hurt the printer was committed to 
JJewgate, by a warrant from Lord Bolingbroke, for printing 
ihd publifhing, the Flying Poji. 
*'• ' ■■■ •-■ ' And- 
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And on the 8th of the fame month, George Ridpath «ra$ 
cbmmitted to Newgate in the fame manner, and on the fame 
account. January 15, 171 3, Baker the publiflier.was fum- 
moned to the Lord Bolingbroke's office, on account of a lu* 
dicrous pamphlet on which occafion difecvering that the aiH 
thor was Thomas Burnet Efquire, he was difcharged : but 
on the 241(1 of the fame month, his iordfhip i'iued bis warrant 
againft Mr. Burnet, and obliged him to give bail for his ap* 
pearance at the ghteen's Bench ban 

February 21ft, George Ridpath was tried and convi&ed at 
Guildhall, on the attorney general's information for three li- 
bels, publifhed in the Flying Poft, which information ftt 
forth — that a negotiation of peace being on foot, the defen- 
dant (being a notorious inventor and framer of libels) did 
publifh thole laid in the information, to fti,r up the people to 
a fedirious diflike of the faid negotiations; and a rule of 
cfourt being made that he fhould appear in the Queen's Bench 
on the firft of May following, he withdrew from the violence 
of the profecution, and his recognizances to the amount of 
fix hundred pounds were eftreated, and paid. Yet 01) the 
19th of May, an advertifement was infer ted in the London Ga- 
zette prmifing a reward of one hundred pounds, for the dis- 
covering and apprehending the faid Ridpath. 

June 24th, Hurt received fentence for printing, the Britifli 
Jmbajadrefs's Jpeech to the French king; and was adjudged' to 
ftand three times in the pillory, to pay a fine of 50/. to be iifi- 
prifoned two years, and till he could find fureties for his goal 
behaviour during life. 

1 About the latter end of July 1713* three meflengers and a 
conftable apprehended Baker the publifher, by warrant from 
the fecretary of ftate, for a pamphlet concerning the French 
commerce £/'//, but when this impartial minilter found he was 
a Tory, he kindly difcharged him. 

'" It is remarkable, that thefe warrants were ferved in the city 
without obftrudHon, both Baker and Ridp-ith being citizens, 
refiding within the walls of the city. 

• But to this tory minifter, and to this period, we ftand in- 
debted for a meafure, which was intended to check the liberty 
of the prefs, by indirect means: for, after he and his col- 
leagues in power had engaged the queen to complain of the 
licentioufnefs of the prefs;, and had carried two bills into the 
fcoufe of commons to reftrain the liberty of printing and pub- 
lifhing, their own' party mutinied againft them, and obliged 
them to give it up. 

In the end, an expedient was agreed Upon, which was to 
refer the laft bill to a committee of fupply, where it being 
taken into confideration, they impofed the duty on all printed 
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papers ; and this they hoped would curb the prefs in fome 
meafure, by loading it with a new charge. So that the tax 
we pay at this inftant for Jlamps on all fingle (beets and half- 
fhcets of news-papers, is the effcA of lord Bolingbroke's zeal 
againft the liberty of the prefs ; and every ftamp imprefled on 
our papers, is a memorial of that defpotic minifter's labours 
to take away this valuable right. 

I hope, Sir, this fpecimen of the general difpofition of tory 
minifters to enflave the people, will put us upon our guard 
With refped to the violent meafures of our prefent admini- 
ftration j and that we (hall not be perfaaded to drop thofe lau- 
dable diftin&ions, under the pretence of abolifhing parties, 
which ferved to point out the difference between the friends of 
liberty on revolution principles, and the abettors of arbitrary 
power, on the prerogative fyftem of the Stuarts. 

Reading, March loth. \ THEMISTOCLES. 

To the Primer *f the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

AS the power of %e rules and orders of the houfe of 
commons, over the people, with the collateral powet- 
of proclamations, are. at prefent much can va fled, we (hall lay 
before the public, a decifion on that point, by that great, and 
conftitutional judge, lord chief juftice Holt. 

" In the reign of queen Anne, in 1704, feveral freeme^ 
of the borough of Aylefbury, had been refufed the liberty of 
voting^ at an ele&ion for a member of parliament, though 
they proved their qualifications as fuch : the law, in this cafe, 
im poles a fine on the returning officer, of iool. for every fuch 
offence. On this principle, they applied to lord chief juftice 
Holt, who defired the officer to be arretted. The houfe of 
commons, alarmed at this ftep ;. made an order of their houfe, 
to make it penal for either judge, council, or attorney, to 
affift at the trial ; however, the lord chief juftice, and feveral 
lawyers, were hardy enough to oppofe this order, &nd broughtr 
it on in the King's-Bench. The houfe, highly irritated at 
this contempt of their orders, feht a ferjeant at arms for the 
judge to appear before them; but that refolute defender of 
the laws bade him, with a voice of authority, begone ; on 
which they fent a fecond meflage by their fpeaker, attended 
by as many members as efpoufcd the meafure. After the 
Speaker had delivered his meflage, his lordfhip replied to him, 
in thefe remarkable wsrds ; * Go back to your chair, Mr. 
Speaker, within thefe five minutes, or you may depend on't 
I'll fend you to Newgate; you fpeak of y6ur authority, but I 
tell you, I fit here as an interpreter of the laws, and a distri- 
butor of juftice,- and, were the whole houfe of commons in 
your belly, I will not ftir one foot.' The fpeaker was pru- 
dent enough to retire, and the houfe were equally prudent to 
let the affair drop." * E e The 
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The Addrefs of the Genius of Britain, to the once 
virtuous and truly noble Britons. 

OH cruel, cruel fate ! or rather, oh deep, wonderful, 
unfearching workings of providence ! The beft of prin- 
ces confefled by you all, yet meets with the worft, the fevereft 
treatment : and what is equally incomprehenfible, though 
you are alfo the beft of people, according to your own efti- 
mation, and as you would fain perfuade me to believe, yet 
you ftill continue a divided, diftra&ed, unhappy nation ! 

Whence comes it then, 1 pray, that being thus doubly 
bleffed with a patriotic prince, and a no lefs patriotic people, 
that all parts of your great empire, fhould be fo full of real 
or imaginary calamities and heavy complaints and accufations 
made to me, from time to time, inibmuch, that if I thought 
any thing of ferving you, at any rate, I (hould fay, you ra- 
ther too mil ch moleft me, in my facred folitude, and too of* 
ten break the chain of my fweet contemplations ? 

The p m — t houfe ! the p m-*—t houfe ; all cry 

out, and tell me, -with a loud and clamorous voice, is that 
Pandora's box, from whence your numerous evils have flown 
out, and which it feems are now wantoning and rioting about 
every part of the kingdom, and cannot be coaxed together 
again, and caught, in order to be once more clofe (hut up in 
this fatal box, which has proved fofull ofmifchiefs, dire mif- 
haps, and cruel vexations to the whole Britifh nation. 

Alas ! alas ! a molt mourning ditty this, indeed ; and 
enough to melt an heart of ftone, let alone my tender heart, 
if all is true ; but indeed in thefe credulous as well as wicked 
times, pardon me, if I can hardly believe all you tell me, 
about this very fame box, it is fo wonderful. 

But poor P — m — t, what haft thou for to fay before thefe 
thy accufers, the tremendous public ; Thou hangeft down thy 
head, I fee, and art quite mute and dumb; though fu rely 
none of you, its members, were ever difciples of that utter 
abhorrer of corruption, and, great lover of filence and wifdom 
the divine Pythagoras I Were you ? I knew him well, and by 
a fympathetic union of hearts, loved him beyond expreflion.— 
But furprifing, you arefilent ftill ! fo that I do not well know 
what to think or make of you all. Since then, dear 
P— m — t, I find thou can'ft not plead thy own caufe, (hall 
I be thy humble* yet I hope prevailing advocate ? As I have 
been very lately twice or thrice a very luccefsful one (without 
fee or reward) for my mild and favourite miniftry ; whom I 

will 
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will flill love on, in defpitcof all oppofition, beeaufe of their 
pacific difpofitions ; and you would all love and admire them 
too, as much as me, had you but half of that milk of human 
kindnefs in your breads as is in mine and theirs. 

But to my province of advocate to your much abufed, 
brow-beaten p — m — t. Well then ! what though, for once 
I fhould freely grant you, that a vaft load of national guilt 
falls to its (bare ; what then ? Will it not greatly extenuate 
their guilt, if I can demonftrate that you, the people, are as 
deep in the mud zs they are in the mire? And that is all at 
this time I (hall pretend to do. For as I am young among 
you, and of a tender frame and fpirit, I (ball not wander out 
of my path to facrifice the truth deliberately for any body 
of men in the world* No, patriotifm, itfclf ! that great idol of 
your brain, fhall not perfuade me to lift up my voice in its 
behalf, where I find I cannot maintain its caufe with a good 
confcience. This would beading the part of a greedy 
crown lawyer, fo intent upon his fees, as to plead the caufe, 
which his own heart tells him to drop* An innocent and 
good heart ! what joy, what comfort doft thou not afford to 
him who is pofTefled of that ineftimable jewel i and that 'is all 
I poflefs, for filver or gold I have none, though you fee me 
fo happy ; and which is a full proof that happinefs does not 
confift in riches, though I know you practically differ vaftly 
with me in this point ; but the great teacher Death, you may 
be allured, will undeceive you all. 

But pardon me ; I fear you will think me too long in 
proving, that if your p— m — t has been fomewhat naughty, 
that you cannot boaft of being altogether blamelefs and im- 
maculate. Let me then, I pray you, afk you > thefe ques- 
tions : 

Fir/}*, Did not you, by general confent, voluntarily chufe 
this your prefent much abufed p— m-*-t ? 

Secondly* Did you not alfo well know what fort of folks 
they would turn out, as the greatefl part of its members com- 
pofed the very p— -m— t before, that compofes the prefent . 
one ; and which you fo blefTed, when their time of fitting was 
elapfed ? 

Thirdly^ Did this prefent parliament, any more than that, 
ever promife you any great matters ? on the contrary, have 
not both of them a£ted in the felf-fame uniform delightful 
manner, minding your clamours no more than the fiient 
moon does the barking of a dog ? and if they fhould come at 
laft to a determined refolution of {hutting you out of the fe- 
nate, and depriving you of hearing with rapture and aftonifh- 
ment their pure Ciceronian eloquence, and profound national 
E c 2 determinations, 
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determinations, as well as publifliing their marvellous 
Speeches, you richly deforve it all, as you have no creature 
to thank for thefe things but yourfclvcs,. With refpe& to 
myfelf, I hope if that fatal day comes, my fpirits will not be 
fo much afledted as to make me fwoon away, at being deprived 
of fo much blifs ; though how that may be I cannot abfo- 
lutely tell you, fince I ndw feel for, and pity your poor inno- 
cent printers, when I lee them hunted and ferretted about, 
and worried almoft out of their feven fenfes, as the confe- 
quence of your fad deplorable degeneracy. 

Fourthly^ But I have not done with you yet. As I always 
love ftrenuoufly to defend the cfcUfe of the weak and helplefo, 
I mutt further afk you, why you bear fo hard on your meek 
and defencelefs P— m«— t ? Are there hot thofe among you 
called Nabob-makers, who not only kidnap you in their 
ftreets, and moft barbaroufly {hut you up in lock up houfes, 
but invade the common rights of humanity, and even make 
and unmake Afiatic Kings, according to their defpotic will 
and pleafure ? Why do not you attend, and ftridly watch 
their motions i Heaven .forbid, that the accurfed love of 
gold fhould have fo blinded a whole nation's eyes, that you 
fhould approve of their proceedings j or that by your venaKty, 
corruption, and luxury, you fhould attempt to repair your 
(battered fortunes, or prop up, or defperately fupport a rotten 
falling ftate, by fuch meafures and maxims as highwaymen 
and robbers could hardly reconcile to their confeiences. 

O what carnage, plunder, and wide devaftation has not 
been "committed tinder the fan&ion and authority of thefe Na- 
1>ob makers, in a far diftant part of the world ! where it was 
cruel, cruel, in you, to go upon any other errand than a 
mutual exchange of good offices with the natives, and diffufing 
the glad tidings of the gofpel of peace : peace on earth, and 




feeking i 

ever fince I came among you, all Europe through; but all in 
"vajn; lean find it no where! Chriftianity, I know, is pro- 
fefled by your tongues ; but its vital principle, and transform- 
ing power ruling in your hearts, is difowned and abhorred 
almoft by you all, priefts and people, and an infattable worldly 
fpirit has abforbed all the noble powers ofyour fouls ; fo that 
the poor untutored Indians, before the Europeans thirfted 
after their gold, and debauched their manners, were fuller of 
Simplicity, innocence, and love, than you are ; and confe* 
cjuently more fit for the bleft abodes ; for love, innocence, 
and fimplicity (whatever you may think of them) are the in- 
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difpcnJable qualifications to ha admitted into* the regions of im- 
mortality. Q ! may the bright beams of the gofpel of 
peace and truth pierce into the dark dungeon of your fouls, 
and ftnne up therein, and illuminate your clouded minds, 
that you may have an inward, deep conviftion, that what* 
with fo much good will, I am now faying to you, is the truth ; 
and what you are now doing, both at home and abroad, is 
contrary to the voice of God and nature, and implanted in 
your hearts, and . therefore muft, ifohftinately perfifted in, 
out of a wicked, greedy, worldly fpirit, terminate in national 
mifory and deftru&ion. 

Thefe few things brought to your remembrance, if not 
koine to your hearts, is furely fufficient to iilence the voice of 
clamour and complaint in your ftreets, and difpofe you and 

your p 1 to look more fweetly on each other than they have 

lately done, fince if guilt, like an inundation, has overflowed 
your land, you fee, when matters arc examined to the bottom, 
that no one part of the body politic can jultly accufe the other 
without pafing the fevereft fentenee of condemnation on them- 
felvcs ; your good and gracious Prince only excepted, who 
haa perhaps proved himfelf more the father of his people, in 
refuting, than he would have done in granting you your late 
xqqueft. For to what purpofc would it have been to have 
dinblyed the p^rrm-r-t of your own choice, if you have not 
national virtue fufficient to elect a better in its room ? which, 
all paffion apart between you and me, is a very doubtful point. 
I myfelf, who am brim full of patriotifm, ingenuoufly confefs 
.to you, I (hould have been full of ten thoufand anxieties, 
left, on the trying occafion, had your requeft been com- 
plied with, patriotifm (hould have received fuch an overthrow, 
as would have overwhelmed it with horror, ihame, and ccfti- 
iufion of face | though I hope it would not have received its 
death's blow, and been fent to the filent grave, where many 
who glory in the name of Britons (to their ihame be it fpo- 
ken) heartily wifli it. 

And believe me, when I take a ftri& furvey of things, that 
.have pafled betwixt you and your poor defpifed p — m — t, 
ever fince you begged and prayed, and prayed and begged 
•again, for its diffolution, I am confirmed more and more in 
nay fufpicions and dreads abovementioned. 
, Are not, I pray, your members of p— m— t continually 
vacating their feats, in order to their accepting of lucrative 
places under my favourite miniftry ? and do not you, their 
electors, as conftantly re-elect the .felf- fame members again i 
notwithftanding, from the hour of their commencing place- 
men (efpecially at this period) they are, you fay no more 
. ' Briton^ 
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Britons but flaves, and are ready to fell your rights and liber- 
tics, nay, and you alfo into the bargain ; to what you are 
pleafed to call, in open defiance of me, the mod venal and 
corrupt miniftry that ever cxifted, having greatly improved 
upon his plan, who was emphatically ftiled, the grandfather 
of corruption. 

Is not what have here laid before you real fa£t? how can you 
then, with any manner of grace, weary out your good mo- 
narch with repeated petitions, &c. &c. &c. or me with con- 
tinual complaints, or call your poor pr— m — t venal ? when 
you, the body of the people, (I fpeak it with fear and trem- 
bling, ye high and mighty lords) are apparently as venal as 
them ; and perhaps never were more truly reprefented than 
at prefent, fliould I grant you for once, what you tell me of 
them is not in the leaft exaggerated. And if this was not a 
melancholy truth, I raoft humbly fubmit to you, whether you 
might not have had a free p — m— t by members vacating of 
their feats long before now : for as foon as your p — m— t faw 
you was determined to admit no rotten member into the houfe 
you cannot imagine how it would have operated through the 
whole body like a magic charm. In a word, do you be what 
you ought to be and what your great anceftors were, 
virtuous and truly noble, denying your ungodly lufts 
and paffions, and then you will foon make the wicked, 
however great, to tremble. At prefent they fecretly deride 
you, and laugh you to fcorn ; becaufe they know that 
you have no more than themfelves, made your hearts a fit 
temple, for god-like virtue to dwell in. And when the great 
day of trial (the next general election) comes, I confefs I 
dread left you mould not have national integrity left to do 
tfcat jufticeto your country, which (be fo greatly demands at 
your hands. I fhall fincerely rejoice to find my fears and fuf- 
picions groundlcfs, and have done every thing in my power 
that they may prove fuch, as (take notice) I will be entirely 
blamelefs. 

Here 1 fhould have gladly ended, but as I have pleaded your 
p — m—t's caufe, much I hope to their and your fatisfa&ion, 
and taught you to be (if you have hearts to receive it) once 
more an united, great and happy people, fo I have the plead- 
ing thoughts you will not think much of granting me one fa- 
vour; which is to do all the poflible good you can to yourfelves, 
by being tender hearted and doing good to the poor; which, 
I fear, by the defpotic complexion of the great, and the deep, 
fubtle, worldly and trading fpirit that; would grafp all into its 
own voracious jaws (and which reigns in town and country) 
Willi in time, be one half of the nation* 

And, 
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And, O dear p— m— t, in particular, I beg in return for 
my favour and affedtion teftified to you, you will in return, for 
once, do for my fake, what you never did before, that I re- 
member; that is, lay taxes and duties as light as poffible you can 
on the poor and needy, and as heavy on the rich and yourfelves 
as ever you pleafe; for you both can bear heavy burthens on 
your fhculders, but they cannot 5 they have been Co prodigi- 
oufly oppreffed and fqueezed throughout the kingdom already, 
to fupport fome peoples prodigality and voluptuoufnefs. And 
pray let me never hear more that any one among you who is 
blefled with the world's goods, ever turn his face away from 
a poor man, left he fhould curfe him in the bitternefs of his 
foul, and his heavenly father Ihould turn his face away from 
that man, in his day of want, or bed of ficknefs. 

To conclude, when the awful fummons comes, may your 
hearts be found full of piety, and that you have abounded in 
good works. Devotion unites you to God, and charitv to 
each other ; and on their wings, you will be fecurely wafted 
u£ to thofe blifsful manfions where I and my dear companions 
live together in fo muth fweet love and union j every one be- 
ing ftudious to add to .each others happinefs. But as we can 
never be completely happy without you all with us, they fend 
their dear loves to you, by me ; and intreat you, if you have 
any real love for them, or yourfelves, you would drop all na- 
tional and political animohties, and ftrive to be good and vir- 
tuous; (abhorring from the very bottom of your hearts, your 
having plundered the treafuries of the Afiatie princes 5 there- 
by having violated the facred duty of doing to others, as you 
would be done unto yourfelves) that we may all of us toge- 
ther enjoy a fullnefs of happinefs to all eternity. Dear hearts, 
adieu ! 

The Genius of Britain. 



To the Right Honourable Lord NORTH. 

My Lord, Oxon, March 2, 1771. 

TO you, as to the fupreme dire&or of public bufinefs, 
every fubjea has an indifputable right to make 
his appeal. From you every fubje<a has the fame right to 
expert and demand an explicit and decifive information of 
the various meafures of government, whether in agitation or 
execution. The very nature of your office, my Lord, makes 
.fuch a reciprocal intercourfe and communication between the 

fovernqrs and governed, indifpenfably neceflary. Every arti- 
ce or fubterfuge, therefore, to evade or preclude fuch com- 
municative 
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municative connexion, ought iaftantly to be pronounced a 
breach of truft in the refponhblfe minifter, and a fubfequent ex- ' 
amination and fcrutiny Should fix and determine the criminality 
of his conduct. But) «y Lord, inftead of adopting a mea- 
sure fo expedient and eflential to the ptefervatioa of public 
confidence and tranquillity ; inftead of adopting a meafure fo 
beneficial to the nation* and fo confident with the fpirit and 
genius of an independent people, you are Wilfully and Wick* 
edly (training every nerve of defpotiftn, and every engine of op* 
preffion, if not totally to exterminate, at leaft dangeroafly and 
deftru&ively to reftrain and circumfcribe the liberty of the 
prefs ; the free and unlimited exercife of which, denominates 
this country a land-of liberty and independance, and which 
alone makes the glorious diftin&ion between abje£l flaves^nd 
freeborn fubjeds. If you could be fuccefsful enough ih this 
dark and diabolical project, to accoiftplittl your traiterous in- 
tentions, the fyftem of Slavery, fo long aimed at, would be 
effectually eftabliShed and compleated. But, my Lord, there 
is in this country* wifdom to perceive, and courage to pre- 
vent and puniSh thofe who dare attempt fuch unjuftifiable 
practices. Every Stratagem of cunning, deception, and in- 
timidation, may be tried and exerted, but in vairi. Court 
lawyers may avow, a SlaviSh majority of vehal parricides, 
whom you have the glory to govern, may approve and en- 
force the neceifity and expediency of fuch a limitation; bttt 
Englishmen, my Lord, would never be reconciled to, or fuf- 
fer fuch an audacious reftriction and diminution of their no- 
ble and invaluable privileges. firitiSh courage is too deeply 
interwoven with Britifh freedom, to bear tamely fo ignomi- 
nious a Stigma. 

Not fatisfied with the daring attack made upon that fundfa^ 
mental privilege, the freedom of the prefs, at the inftigation 
of'court influence by that compact body of chicanery^ cir- 
cumvention, and fophiftry, the inglorious M d, and 

the meritorious refiftance N and repulfe it met with in Weft- 
minfter-hall, but you now, in open defiance of the whole na- 
tion, and in exprefs violation of the great charter of liberty, 
affume in the THoufe of Commons a power to apprehend, com- 
mit, and imprifon, the perfons of free-Born Englishmen, dur- 
ing the tyrannical pleaiure of that felf-exiftent aSfembly; a 
power, which only can be executed under the fan&ion of the 
three legiflative branches; a power, which if not timely 
checked and fuppreffed, will fap the very being of that con- 
stitution, which it ought to cheriSh and protect, lathis, 
my Lord, your love for vour country ? Is this your boaSted 
veneration for our excellent constitution ? . Is this defending 

your 
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your fellow-fubjefts from the relids of Star-Chamber inqui- 
sitions ? For feame, my Lord I have fome regard for your 
flimfy reputation, have iome regard for the fafety of your own 
per (on. 

To fcrutinize into the conduce, and to reprehend the maj- 
verfations of mtnifters j to inveftigate the caufes, and to af- 
fuage the violence of public difcontent, are the great bleffings 
refulting from that privilege, which you are now purfuing to 
deftru&ion. What, my Lord, can this rancourous hatred and 
vindictive inclination proceed from ? The reafon I fear is but 
too obvious. The publications of your political fentiments, 
on points of the greateft moment; the expofing your mini- 
fterial principles and plan of operations to public infpection, 
is thought fufficient to draw down upon the unhappy culprits, 
that vengeance and refentment which nothing can foften or 
appeafe. The irreconcileable antipathy to fuch a publication, 
which is fo expreffiveofyour fentiments, implies aconfeiouf- 
nefs of guilt, and indicates a cowardly timidity of facing the 
people. An honeft and an upright man, my Lord, rather 
than fupprefs, would do all in his power to promote and en- 
courage the circulation of his fentiments. Secure in the pof- 
k&oa of an undefiled confeience, he would meet the invec- 
tives of party fpieen with pleafure, and bear their undeferved 
reproaches and malevolence with complacency and indiffe- 
rence. Unfortunately for you, my Lord, guilt and igno- 
miny prey perpetually upon your mind. Youf meat and your 
drink, is a compound of terror, fear, and confufion. 

Before I leave your Lordfhip, I have a few words to im- 
part to your confideration. Pluming yourfelf upon your 
dreaded authority as oftenfible minifter, you prefume to dic- 
tate to, and demand of the nation, an implicit confidence 
and fubrniffion in all your political and fophiftical manoeuvres. 
But* my Lord, compulfatory compliance and approbation is 
both dangerous and uncertain. Force may excite fear, but 
can neither command refped nor enforce obedience. ^ To go. 
vern with condsfcention and mildnefs, is to govern with 
wiftiom and difcrefton. Rigour and fe verity produce refinance 
and obftinacy, and terminate in diftrefs, anarchy, and ruin. 
Power and dignity, my Lord, are capricious and temporary, 
but difgrace and obloquy will ftand upon record fo long as 
time (hall endure. If you would purchafe glory, let that 
bright diadem, juftice, be your price, whole luftre time can- 
not fully, or malevolent invidious reflexions depreciate its 
iiitrinfic value. To amafs riches clandeftinely and unfairly, 
is to hoard up for your defcendants a flock of difgrace and in- 
famy, never to be diminifhed or concealed. S E R U S* 

Voj.. VIII. F f To 
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To the Printeu of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

UND E R the cloak of better recruiting the forces in In- 
dia, belonging to the Eaft- India Company, the confti- 
tution of this kingdom is going to receive a mortal wound ; 
for, by their bill how depending, a number of foreign troops 
are to be brought into and constantly kept up" in England. 
This is the moft open and moft daring attack upon the rights 
and liberties of Englifhmen, that ever any Minifter had th« 
aflurance to attempt. It is xaifing an army, which the peo- 
ple are not to pay, and confequently will obey the orders of 
thofe who do pay them, let them 'be ever fo illegal, cruel, 
and tyrannical. 

It is of no moment to fay, that this urtconftitutional army 
is to confift of no more than two thoufand men, and that one 
third part of them only are to be foreign troops; for arbitrary 
power is, by nature, ever increafing itfelf; and if we tamely 
iliffer two thoufand, or any number of foldiers, efpecially 
foreign ones* to be kept up in England, unpaid by the people, 
and to be employed at the Minilter's difcretion, we may de- 
pend upon it, that fuch army will foon be augmented fo far, 
as to put the finilhing blow to all the rights and liberties of 
this nation. On this important, matter, I will fpeak my 
mind freely, as an Englishman hath a right to do, and ought 
to do 5 and my fentiments are, Sir, that the Minifter who 
lhall attempt to obtain a law for bringing and keeping up a 
body of foreign foldiers in England, is guilty of high treafon 
again ft the constitution of this country. And fhould the Mi- , 
nifter, by means too well known, procure fuch a law to be 
jnade, I do aflert, it would be null and void of itfelf, as fuch 
a law would be totally contrary to and fubverfive of the con- 
ftitution. It is no difficult matter to guefs where this illegal 
and arbitrary plan was hatched, as it perfedt ly agrees with 
the principles, and all the proceedings of the Thane. But 
whatfoever he, and his corrupt adherents may think, the 
people of England have yet virtue enough to ftand up in de- 
fence of their rights and liberties, and to maintain then\ 
againft all tyrannical attempts. 

An ENGLISHMAN. 

P. S. I have afferted, that fuch a law would, if enafted, 
be null and void of itfelf, and for this plain reafon, becaufe 
jhe people of England have delegated to the reprefentatives a 
power only of giving their confents to fuch laws, as may be 
beneficial to them, and proper to defend and preferve their 

rights 
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rights and liberties ; but none to give their confents to laws* 
that may be injurious to them, or have a tendency to deprive 
them of their freedom, and deftroy their conftitution. 

Extract of a Letter from Utopia, dated March 24, 1444* 

* VTESTERDAY the Affizes began here, when the 
4 X following Prifoners were tried. — John Trott, an 
4 honeft Farmer, was indi&ed for the horrid, barbarous, 

* cruel, and inhuman crime of eating roaft beef. The 

'judge, in his charge to the jury, inftrufted them to bring 

* him in guilty ; but the foreman, as much furprifed at the 

* inftru&ions as all the town was at the profecution, ventured 
4 to tell the court he imagined eating roaft beef was not con- 

* trary to law, and that though the fa& was proved, they 
4 could not bring the prifoner in guilty of a horrid, barba- 
4 rous, cruel, and inhuman crime. The judge replied they 
4 were only words of courfe, nothing more than an inference 
4 in law ; that the jury had only to find the fa<ft j as laid in 
4 the indictment, and to leave the puniftiment to the clemen- 
4 cy of the court. N. B. The prifoner voted againft Lord 
4 Cormorant's fteward. 

4 Donald Mac Ruffian, a foldier in the royal guards, 
4 was indided for the murder of David Thimble, an induf- 
4 trious taylor, by forcibly entering his dwelling-houfe, and 
4 dabbing him through the heart with a bayonet as he was at 
4 work on his {hop-board. The judge in his charge ex- 
4 plained, with his ufual acutenefs and humanity, the diffe- 
4 rence between wilful murder, man (laughter, and felf-de- 
4 fence, and concluded with faying, " that as the taylor had 
48 his bodkin in his hand, (which, he had quoted a ^reat 
4< poet to prove, might be made an inftrument of death) it 
44 might have been employed againft the prifoner's life, 
* 4 and that they muft bring in their verdift felf-defence." 
4 N. B. The prifoner's fifter is kept by Lord Lackland. 

4 Some people here are of opinion that the judge has 
4 brought down a code of new laws ; others think they are 
c fuch as were worn out and obfolete, which had been long 
4 laid aftde, and that he and his clerk, after brulhing off the 
4 duft, have filled up themfelves what they could not make 
4 out.' 

* # * Our rtaders will not want a key to this curious piece of 
jlerling wit, and found argument y if they recollect — the law of 
Libels y as delivered to the houfe of lords , by a chief juftice on a 
late occafion : our plate likewife will help them to an elucida- 
tion of the fubjedh 

Ff2 7i 
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To the 'Right Honour able the Lord Mayor of the City cf 
London, and Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver ; 

The following Remarks are humbly fubmitted. 

Proclamations have not (be Force of Law. 

PROCLAMATIONS, at beft, arc but inftruments made 
ufe of by advice of council, to inforcc fome particular 
law ; by pointing put to the people the neceffity of a confor- 
mity to that law. If they are not founded on this principle, 
the fubje<a is by no means obliged to obey them, and the 
counfellors deferve punifhment for ifluing fuch proclama- 
tions. 

Laws are either immemorial cuftoms, or ftatutes ; the firft 
have their beginning and continuance from the laws of nature; 
'and the univerfal confent of the nation; the latter receive 
their authority from the three eftates of the rw/w, known by 
the name of parliament ; thefe are, under God, the beft de- 
fence of our lives, liberty, and eftates : they proceed not 
from the blind, corrupt and fluctuating humour of one man, 
or even a fingle branch of the legiflature ; but from the ma-» 
ture deliberation of the three eftates, grounded on the com* 
mon confent -of the people. 

Out anceftors have always relied upon thefe laws ; and it 
is to be hoped, that by your example, we (hall not be fo de- 
prived, of courage, common fenfe, and hbnefty, as to fuffer 
ourft-lves to be cheated of that inheritance, which they have 
fo frequently, fo bravely and fo conftantly defended. 

If proclamations are fuSered to obtain the power of laws, 
the intended bufinefs is done; becaufe they may' be fo ingeni- 
/ oufly conftrued, that the antient laws, the barriers of our 
liberty, may at one ftroke be rendered of no effecT:. The 
next tranfition is eafy ; the will of the monarch, fignified by 
his arbitrary dictates, mud then be obeyed. 

The fame reafonipg holds good with refpe£l to any other 
branch of the legiflature ; for if the king, who, according 
to Sir William Temple, is the head of the tyjbdy politic, be 
reftrained by the laws from committing violence on the pro- 
perty or privileges of the fubjeft, it would be the height of 
abfurdity to-fuppofe that any other part bf that body (hould 
exercife an authority which is not allowable, even in their 
fuperior. 

Take ah example from holy writ of the evil tendency of 

proclamations ; we find it in the book ' of Efther : a wicked 

...,,,.. ...*.., villain 
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villain having filled the ears of a foolijh king, with a falfe 
ftory of the JeWs, he iffues out a proclamation for their utter 
extirpation, and not long after being informed of the truth > 
in return he gave the Jews liberty by another procla- 
mation to deftroy whom they pleafed ; upon which near 
feventy t^houfand were put to death— take an inftance of d\(- 
potic power from the fame book ; a dancing harlot pleafed 
Herod, and the moft admirable of all human heads, the head 
of St. John, was offered as a facrifice to the rage of fcer im* 

Sure mother. I need not mention modern hiftory to corro- 
orate this fact ; the feelings of every Englilbman, founded 
on the laws of nature, are fufficient evidences ta evince this 
matter. 

But let us now turn from the dictates of reafon to the laws 
of our country, which were devifed for (he purpofes of pre- 
ferving the people of this country from arbitrary power, and 
by the 25th Ed. III. chap, iv.— There is this remarkable 
claufe— - " It is accorded, aflented and eftablifhed, that frond 
henceforth, none fhall be taken by petition or fuggeftion made to 
the Lord our king, unlefs it be by indictment or preientment 
of good and lawful people of the fame neighbourhood, nor 
that none be deprived of his franchifes (liberties) or freeholds, 
unlefs by due courfe of law." This is a notable ftatute, con* 
firmed 29th article of Henry the Third's great charter; and 
this was alfo confirmed by an act of the 28th year of the fame 
feign. " No man of what eftate or condition that he be, 
fball be taken or imprifonedy without being brought in to an-> 
fwer by due procefs of law." 

1 Thus anxious were our anceftors in preferving the liberty 
of Englifhmen from all rcftraint whatever, without being au- 
thorized by pofitive laws. Indeed in the reign of Charles I. 
the welfare of our country was not entirely forgot; for we 
find by the petition of right prefented to that prince by the 
commons ) after enumerating various complaints, by the 10th 
article of that petition, the commons defire that " no freeman 
be imprifoned or detained againft law ; nor that any of his 
majefty's fubje&s be deftroyed contrary to the laws and fran- 
chifes of the land :" to which his majefty made anfwer, that 
right mould be done according to the laws of the land, which 
his conference as well as prerogative, obliged him to preferye J 
-but the faithful commons not being contented, defiring a fur-», 
ther anfwer, the clerk of the parliament read the following, 
** Let right be done as is dejired" 

I have made ufe of thefe obfervations to convince the world 
that you have, in your departments a&ed legally, that this 

country 
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country once had a houfe of commons who reprefented the 
people, and that every freeman is amenable to no power but 
the laws of his country. 

I remain with refpe<9;, 

Your very humble Servant, 
A Devonjbire-Freebokkr. 

Cafe of J. Wheble Publijher of the Middlesex 
Journal, with Mr. Morris's opinion. 

Copy of Mr. JVhebU's letter to the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons. y 

T* the Right Honourable Sir FLETCHER NORTON Knt. 

- Speaker of the Houfe if Commons. 

SIR, • 

ON my return laft Monday night from the country, whi- 
ther my bufinelfs had carried me, I was much aftonifhed 
to be informed that fome perfons, pretending to be the de- 
puty Serjeant and Meflengers of the Houfe of Commons, had 
called feveral times at my houfe in my abfence, declaring their 
intention to take me into cuftody by virtue of a pretended 
warrant from you ; and that a writing had appeared in the Ga- 
zette, under the form of a pretended Proclamation by his 
Majcfty's authority, to order all his Majefty's loving fubjeds 
to apprehend John Wheble $ and to forbid alLperfons to con* 
ceal him at their peril. In confequence of this information, 
being better verfed in printing than in law, I thought it pro- 
per to take the advice of counfel learned in the law upon my 
cafe; being defirous to yield an entire fubmiflion to the laws 
of my country, and knowing no reafon why I fhould conceal 
myfelf, or why I fhould be apprehended, having never been 
guilty of any breach of thofe laws. Inclofcd I have fent yoa 
a copy of my counfePs opinion, which I humbly defire you 
to lay before the' Houfe, and to inform the Honourable Houfe, 
that I am determined to yield no obedience but to the laws of 
the land, and fhall therefore abide by rny , learned counfel's 
opinion. , 

I am, in all lawful commands, 
Pater- nojier- Row, your Honour's humble (ervant, 

- Marcbifrijji. J. WHEBLE. 



CASE 
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CASE for Mr.MORRIS's OPINION. 

Jcvis 21 die February : , 177 1. 
Ordered, That J. Wheble do attend this Houfe upon 
Tuefday morning next. 

Ordered, That the fer'vice of the faid Order, by leaving 
a Copy of the fame at the ufual place of abode of the faid 
J. Wheble, be deemed equal to perfonal fervice, and be good 
fervice. 

(Copy.) J. Hatsell, CI. Dom.Com. 

THE above writing, which is by fome fuppofed to be a 
copy of an order, or pretended order, of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, was left, upon Friday, February 22, 1771, at the 
houfe of Mn Wheble, within the City of London, being put 
into the hands of one of his fervants by a perfon who ftiled 
fcimfelf Meflenger to the Houfe of Commons. 

Upon Thurfday, February 28, a perfon called at Mr. Whe* 
ble's houfe, and fcewed a paper-writing, which he pretended 
to be fome warrant or authority from the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, directing him to take John Wheble into 
cuftody, for his contempt in not obeying the orders of the 
Houfe for his attendance on that Houfe. 

Upon Saturday, March 9, a paper, in tfte form of a Royal 
Proclamation, appeared 1 in the Gazette, intituled, By the 
King a Proclamation for apprehending , John Wheble and 
R. Thompfon*. 

Mr. Wheble did not appear to the above fummons, neither 
has he been appreh'*^ed opon the pretended warraptof the 
Speaker, or the preP jed Proclamation. 

(QUESTIONS. 

Qu. I. Suppofe the paper- writing firft above-mentioned to 
be a copy of a genuine order of the Houfe of Commons, is 
John Wheble, at whofe houfe the fame was left, by law re- 
quirable to attend agreeable to the tenor thereof? 

Qu. II. If John Wheble is fo requirable to attend by law, 
he having neglected fo to do, what penalties is he liable to, 
and by what means would it have been legal to proceed againft 
him ? 

Qu. III. If the pretended warrant of the Speaker is au- 
thentic, wa9 John Wheble obliged to pay obedience thereto, 
by furrendering himfelf a prifoner to the perfon who gamed 

with 
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with him the fame, and called himfelf a Meflenger of the 
Houfe? 

Qu. IV. Taking the paper which appeared in the Gazette 
really to be the King's Proclamation, is the fame a legal pro- 
cefs, and a fufficient warrant to fuch as may venture to act 
under it ? 

Upon the whole, Mr. Morris is defired to give hit opinion 
on the above ftated cafe to Mr. Wheble, and as counfel to ad- 
vife what conduct he ought by law to obferve upon this oc-» 
cafion. 

Mr. MORRIS'a Opinion. 

I HAVE attentively perufed the above written cafe,' and 
tho' from the bad defigns which appear to be formed 
againft the liberties of the people, there may be danger in 
giving opinion, which feme of my profeffion would chafe to 
avoid, I ftall, as it becomes an honeft and firm man, pro* 
ceed to give Mr. Wheble my counfel, without attention to 
any other object than the laws and conftitutidn of this free 
country. 

ANSWERS. 
To the firft ^ueftion, I am moft clearly and dccifively of 
opinion, that Mr. Wheble is not compellable by law to attend 
the Houfe of Commons, in purfuance ofthe written order above 
ftated. If the grounds upon which the order of attendance 
was ifTued by the Houfe of Commons, had been made part of 
the prefent cafe, I would then give my opinion, whether that 
Aflembly had any authority at all, or in what cafes to com- 
pel an attendance upon them ; but, as they are not, I miift 
take up the matter upon the fummons alone. It is now, there- 
fore, of no confequence what was thtf£^fc that required at- 
tendance ; becaufe I, as counfel, can '^Je as little notice of 
it upon the cafe before me, as Mr. Whetble could upon a fight 
of the fummons, beyond which he had no need to look. The 
order itfclf is worded in fo injudicial and unclerk-like a man- 
ner, that it is covered with objections, almoft from *he firft 
letter to the laft. (i) I know not that an Englifliman is re- 
quired to underftand Latin, eipecially fince the aft of Parlia- 
ment, that all procefs ofthe law fliould be in Englifh, and 
in no other language whatfoever, amongft other procefs orders 
being particularly enumerated, if this order be not a procefs 
of law, it can have no efTed ; and if it is, it ought to be in 
Englifh y whereas the order in queftion, contains words in 
a ftrange language, without having the exemption of being 
technical Latin words. (2.) J. Wheble is a defcription of 
nobody, it might as well have been written Eye Wheble, or 
- Nofe Wheble ; either of them would be as mucji the name 
of John Wheble as the farmer, Befides, a perfon is not le- 
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t*fty named, without a propel addition of quality and abode 
Vrhich is not fo much as attempted at in this pretended order* 
(3) The place of attendance is not fufficiently expreft; thi$ 
Houfe is more properly the houfe of John WheMe, where th« 
order was left, than any other houfe, for there is no date of 
plact to the order; Mr. Wheble, therefore, belt attended this 
order, by flaying at horne. (4) The date of time being ex* 
preffed in a foreign tongue, which an Englishman need not 
underftand or attend to, the day of attendance became con* 
fequently uncertain j Tuefday morning next, having no day 
which it is next to follow. (5) Another objection lies to this 
part of the order, that the morning of a day is too indefinite 
to fix an attendance ; the law requiring, that an hour, as well 
As a day* fliould be fpecified in every order of attendance* 
(6) If the Houfe of Commons had power to iflue this fum- 
mons, it ought to be figned by the Speaker, and not by a per* 
fon ufing certain cabaliftical expreflions, which mzy pojjtbiy 
be conftrued to mean Cleric of the Houfe of Commons. The 
Speaker ought alfo to recite, that he had an exprefs au- 
thority given him by the Houfe, before he prefumes to iflue 
any fummons or warrant whatfoever. It is the office of the 
Speaker, and not of the Clerk, to authenticate the acts of 
the Houfe. (7) But the greateft of obje&ions to the order* 
lies in the want of expreffing the caufe upon which the atten- 
dance is required* It cannot be pretended, by any per fon, 
that the Houfe of Commons have an arbitrary right to require 
the attendance of man, woman, or child, at their pleafure, 
without having any parliamentary caufe whatfoever for fuch 
"jan attendance* There may be fuch a thing as a fummons 
(iflued by the Commons) illegal for want of jurifdi&ion ; 
the caufe of attendance fhoula be expreffed ; that the party 
upon whom it was ferved, or others, where it concerne4 
them, might judge whether the caufe of attendance was legal 
-and fufficient for the fummons. That caufe not being ex- 
preffed* it rrrUft be. taken to be illegal and infufficient ; from 
the maxim of the law, " that the fame rule holds with re- 
fpeft to thofe matters which do not appear^ as to thofe which 
do not txlflf 9 in fa£t, upon the face of the order, it appears 
to be illegal, and what Mr, Wheble neither needed, or ought 
to have obeyed. 

2d. Qu; The firft queftion being anfwered in the negative, 
the fecond requires no confideration ; but if the attendance 
•was legally requireable, purfuant to the above order, it would 
Hot be /difficult to (hew. what penalties the refufing party 
would be liable to upon refort to the legal courts of juftice, 
which have cognizance of fuch offences. 
Vol. VIII. Gj 3d. Qu. 
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3d. Qu. If the fummons be invalid, the fubfequent war- 
rant by the Speaker muft neceffarily be invalid alfo ; for the 
defe&s of the fummons were not cured by any appearance of 
Mr. Wheble. A form of a warrant no more makes a legaL 
authority (for fo much the word imports) than a conftable's 
ftaff makes a peace-officer. If the warrant were legal, a mef- 
fenger of the Houfe is not a proper perfon for executing it ; 
but only the Serjeant at Arms, and the Deputy Serjeant. 
But thefe are trifles with re(pe£t to the queftion 5 for the an- 
fwer is moft plain and pofitive, that the Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons is no more a magiftrate appointed to iflue war* 
rants of apprebenfion thah the Houfe itfelf is a Court of juftice 
appointed to punijb. Neither one or the other have thofe 
powers ; and when they ufuxp them, the people have a right 
to treat them as invaders of their liberties, particularly 
the immediate obje& of the tyranny has authority by the 
law of this country, and by the law of God, to defend 
his liberty and perfon by force and arms againft fuch illegal 
attempts, though he fliould be obliged to facrifice, in the 
protection of himfelf from the violence, all. the Serjeants, all 
the Meffengers, and even the Speaker himfelf of the Houfe of 

Commons. 1 muft add, that a warrant of apprebenfion^ 

grounded upon a fuppofed contempt , always carries with it an 
argument againft its own legality. No contempts of the Houfe 
of Commons are punijbable by themfelves; they can only 
rejirain inftant and open contempts committed by the party in 
the face of the Houfe. A warrant to apprehend (hows that the 
party does not, in the prefence of the Houfe, dijiurb its de- 
bates or objirucl its authority; fuch being the only legal idea of a 
contempt. 

4th. Qu. This queftion admits of no hefitation or difpute. 
The pretended Proclamation of the King is clearly illegal. 
Proclamations have no intrinfic force in this country ; nor 
have they any at all but by fpecial ASt of Parliament. They 
may ferve at other times to intimate to the people the neceffity 
and inclination of the Prince to put particular laws into exe- 
cution. If they introduce a new law, they are truly ineffica- 
cious. The conftitution of this country has not trufted to 
the King with whom fo much power is placed, the authority 
of apprehending or committing any- fubjefts of the realm* 
That authority is left alone to the Magiftrates, and to the 
Courts of Juftice. But had the Proclamation in other re- 
fpeds been a legal warrant for apprehending John Wheble, 
many objections would ftill lie to the form and contents of 
it. If any perfon apprehends Mr. Wheble, in purfuance of 
this Proclamation, he ought to be profecuted by a&ion orin* 
di&ment; and any Magiftrate before whom Mr. Wheble is 

brought. 
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brought, ought, if he does his duty, to fet him at large, and 
commit the affailant upon his perfon (whether he be a King's 
Herald or a Speaker's meffenger) unlefs he can give good bail 
for his appearance. Perfons are liable to no penalty for con- 
cealing or not difcovering Mr. Wheble, as is falfely infinua* 
ted in the Proclamation. Neither the officers of the Cuftoms 
or others have a right to examine perfons paffing beyond the 
feas. This Proclamation has not the force of a Ne exeat regno. 
All the loving fubje&s of his Majefty, as they tender the fafety 
of the King's perfon, and his right to the crown, both which 
are fecured by the laws, ought, inftead of obeying this Pro- 
clamation, to be affiftant in oppofing its execution. As indi- 
viduals have a right to protect their own liberty, fo have 
others a right to interpofe in their behalf. 

Upon the whole, I do advife Mr. Wheble to pay no atten- 
tion or obedience either to the above-mentioned fummons, war- 
rant of appreheniion or Proclamation. All are equally unjuft 
and illegal. Mr. Wheble will be protected in his refiftancc 
by Magna Cbarta and by numerous ftatutes which confirm 
our invaluable code of liberties. The Proclamation more- 
over feems to me to levy a cruel war upon two individualswith- 
out colour of law 5 and I do give it as my opinion, that 
Mr. Wheble may well inftitute an action upon the cafe, 
againft the counsellors, promoters, aiders, abettors, and 
publishers thereof, . 
Lincoln's Inn, March 14, 1771. R. MORRIS. 



BY THE KING. 
A PROCLAMATION 

FOR APPREHENDING 

JOHN-WHE3LE and R. THOMPSON. 

GEORGE R. 

WHEREAS, on the eighth day of February lad, 
complaint being made to the Houfe of Commons, of 
the printed news-paper, intituled, The Gazetteer and New 
Daily Advertifer, Friday, February 8, 1771, printed for 
R. Thompfon, and alfo of the printed newspaper, intitled, 
The Middlefex Journal, or Chronicle of Liberty, from Fuef- 
day, February 5, to Thurfday, February 7 i 1771, printed 
for J, Wheble, as-mifreprefenting the fpeeches, and refle&ing 
on feveral of the Members of the faid Houfe, in contempt of 
the order, and in breach of the privilege of the faid Houfe : 
It was ordered, That the faid J, Wheble and R. Thompfon 

G g 2 fhould 
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fhould attend the faid Houfe of Commons ; arid they, «Qt 
having obeyed the faid order, it was thereupon ordered, by 
the faid Houfe of Commons, That the faid John Wheble and 
R. Thompfon ihould be taken into thecuftody of the Serjeant 
at Arms attending the faid Houfe, or his Deputy : And where? 
as the faid Deputy Serjeant having informed the tifoufe, that 
he had not been able to meet with the faid John Wheble and 
R. Thompfon, or either of them, though he had been feveral 
times at their refpeclive houfes, and had made diligent fearcti 
after them, to take them into cuftody, an humble addrefs 
hath been prefented to us by the knights, citizens, and burgcflcs, 
and the commiffioners for Shires and Burghs, in parliament 
affemblcd, that we would be gracioufly pleated to iflue our 
Royal Proclamation for apprehending the faid John Wheble 
and R. Thompfon, with a promife of reward for the fame; we 
have thought fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Coun T 
cil, to iflue this our Royal Proclamation, hereby requiring 
and commanding all our loving fubjedts whatfoever, to difco- 
ver and apprehend, or caufe the laid John Wheble and R. 
TThompfon, or either of them, to be discovered and appre- 
hended, and to carry him or them before fome of our juftices 
*>f the peace, or chief magiftrates of the county, town, or 
place, where he or they thall be apprehended ; who are re- 
ipedtively required to fecure the faid John Wheble and R. 
^Thompfon, and thereof give fpeedy notice to one of our prin; 
cipal Secretaries of State, to $he end he or they may be forth 
coming to be dealt withal, and proceeded againft according 
to law : and for the prevention of an efcape of the faid John 
Wheble and R. Thompfon, or either of them, into parts 
beyond thefeas, We dp require arid cornniand all our officers 
of the cuftoms, and other our officers and fubje&s of and in 
our refpe&iye ports and maritime towns and places, 
nVithin our' kingdom of Great Britain, that they, and 
every of them in their refpe&ive places and ftations, be care- 
ful and diligent in the examination of all perfons that (hall 
pafs, or endeavour to pafs, beyond the feas ; and if they (hall 
difcover the faid John Wheble and R. Thompfon, or either 
of them, then to -caufe him or them to be apprehended an4 
fecured, and to give notice thereof as aforefaid. And We 
do hereby ftri<5Uy charge and command all our loving fubje&s, 
as they will anfwer the contrary at their perils, that they do 
not any wajs conceal^ but do difcover him or them, the faid 
John Wheble and R. J'hompfon, to the end he or they may 
fce fecured. And for the encouragement of all perfons, to be 
diligent and careful in endeavouring to difcover and apprehend 
the faid John Wheble and R. Thoojpfon, we do hereby fur* 
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r*- *f T Cclare » tliat whofocver fhall difcover and apprehend the 

laid John Wheble and R. Thompfon, or either of them, 

within three weeks from the date thereof and fliall brirg him or 

'ufF* thC feid J° hn ' Wheb,e and R - Thompfon, before fome 

, ' U ^ ICe °*- C ^ e P eace > or c hief magiftrate, as aforefaid, (hall have 

£nd icceive, as a reward for the difcovery, apprehending, and 

waging the faid John Wheble and R. Thompfon, or either 

f t ^r ^ ^ , before fuch juftice of the peace, or chief magiftrate, 

a ?J£**id, the fum of Fifty Pounds for each ; which our com- 

miffioners of our Treafury are hereby required and directed to 

pay accordingly, 

•f?*Y €n at our Court at St. James's, the eighth day of 
March, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy one, in 
' fhe eleventh year of our reign. 

GOD fave the King. 
Extras from the Guildhall Rota Book. 

Guildhall \ 1$ March, 1 77 1. 
* John Wheble, the publifher of the Middlefex Journal, 

hi! * k day brou £ hi before Mr - Alderman Wilkes at Guild- 
* a * *?y Edward Twine Carpenter, a printer, berng appre- 
*j C " 5? *>y him in confequence of a proclamation in the Lon- 

&id Ed aZCtte ° f Saturda y tbc 9 th of March, inftant; but the 
S~ Wa rd Twine Carpenter not having any other re^fon for 

that^ ? >ng thc faid Mn Whcblc > than what a PP ea ^ ^ 
thenth r^ at,on ' tbe ^ ^ r " Wheble was difchargedj and 
and unW id Mr - ^ heble char S ed Carpenter, for affaulting 
tht offence I V imprifoning him, and on his making oath of 
P<j\ • * ^trd entering into a recognizance to profecute Car- 
?\ vfltfif it t/lA next feiftons in London, Carpenter was ordered 
lV \ /* r * to anfwerfor this offence, which he did, him- 
1 v n/Ifl W** %CS A in 4°^ an( * ^ ls two fareties in 20I. each, and 
\\ 'ti6;b oUn <4|fcbarg e d. — Carpenter requefted a certificate 
\\\D elI7 f fiiJP^ n Apprehended Wheble, which was given to 

hi 5 ' Guildhall, 15 March, 1 771. 




\ 



riify* tbat J obn Wheble,, the publiflier of 

, to ^ u rnal, was this day apprehended and brought 

>hi* jirf 5 * J a ^>€ h* s niajefty's juftices of the peace for the 

JM 0^ OI by Edward Twine Carpenter, of Hofier- 

Vj/* * JOHN WILKES, Alderman. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after this Mr. Wilkes wrote the following : 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Halifax , one of his Majejlys 
Principal Secretaries of State. 

(COPY.) 

Guildhall of London, March 15, 1771. 
My Lord, 
I had the honour of officiating this day ?s the fitting juftice 
at Guildhall. John Wheble, the publisher of the Middlefex 

{"ournal, a freeman of London, was apprehended and brought 
>efore me by Edward Twine Carpenter, who appears to be 
neither a conftable nor peace-officer of this city. I demand- 
ed of what crime Wheble was accufed, and if oath had been 
made of his having committed any felony or .breach of the 
peace, or if he lay under a fufpicion ftrong enough to juftify 
his apprehenfion or detention. Carpenter anfwered, that he 
did not accufe Wheble of any crime, but had apprehended 
him merely in confequence of his majefty's proclamation, 
for which he claimed the reward of fifty pounds* As I found 
that there was no legal caufe of complaint againft Wheble, I 
thought it clearly my duty to adjudge, that he had been ap- 
prehended in the city illegally, in direft violation of the 
rights of an Englifhman, and of the chartered privileges of a 
citizen of this metropolis, and to difcharge him. He then 
made a formal complaint of the afiault upon him by Carpen- 
ter; I therefore bound him over to profecute in a recogni- 
zance of forty pounds, and Carpenter to appear and anfwer 
the complaint at* the next quarter feffions of the peace for 
this city, in a recognizance of forty pounds him (elf, with 
two fureticS in recognizances of twenty pounds each. 

I am, my lord, 
Your lordfhip's moft obedient, 
Right Hon. Earl humble fervant, 

-of Halifax. (figned) JOHN WILKES. 

Copy of a Letter from the Publijher of an Evening Paper, called 
the Londom Packet. . 

To the Right Honourable Sir Fletcher Norton, Knight 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 

SIR, 

HAVING received an order of the houfe of commons 
to attend them on Thurfday laft, and imagining that 
every other printer, that was defired, would , obey the fum- 
mons, I actually did attend within call till Friday morning, 

whea 
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when I took the liberty of returning home, believing this a& 
entirely juftifiable, as the order only required my attendance 
in the morning, and I had to that time made an addition of * 
twelve hours. . 

This day my prefence is required by an Order grounded on 
my turn-attendance on Tburfday, although it was declared in 
the houfe that I did attend, but was not called tm Friday; 
a time, at which I was not furely obliged by law to anfwer. 

On the former occafion, I had my doubts concerning the 
legality of the order, with which I was ferved. Undemand- 
ing that the houfe intended to punifh me, for what I deemed 
a merit rather than a crime, I refle&ed that the houfe of com- 
mons was never reckoned a court of juftice; and that, if I 
muft be tried, I muft be tried by my equals — by a Jury of 
unbiafled men — and not -by Gentlemen, who, though a par- 
ty, think proper to affume the office of judge and jury. I 
observed that the king had no power to chaftife any man who 
might have given him offence, but is forced to have recourfe 
to the law of the land and to abide by the verdi& of twelve 
jurors legally chofen ; and I could not conceive why an infe- 
rior fhould be indulged with greater power than a fuperior 
branch of the legiflature. Nor could I perfuade myfelf that 
either ought to be entrufted with an unlimited and difcreti- 
onary power— fuch an idea being inconfiftent with all law 
and good government. I underftood that his majefty's Britifh 
fubje&s were amenable only to known and eftabliflicd laws, 
and not to the occult law of parliament^ which its very name 
(hows to be binding only on. itfelf and its members, and not 
on the people, who are to be judged by the law of the land. 
It occurred to me that the houfe of commons was intended 
for making, and not for expounding, the law ; and thac 
in all well-regulated focieties, the Tegiflative and judicial 
powers were to be kept diftinft: Becaufe otherwise there 
would be no occafion for ena&ed laws, as the maker would 
have it in his power to unmake, alter, fufpend, and inter- 
pret them at his pleafure, like an Eaftern monarch. % I knew 
the uneafinefs, which a fimilar proceeding of the King's 
Bench, in the cafe of Bingley, had produced in the nation. 
I knew the jealoufy conceived againfl the houfe of lords for 
the exertion of a like authority. Thefe, and many other 
circumftances of the fame nature, crouded into my mind, 
and made me fufpe& the legality of the whole procefs. Yet 
ftill I would not be the firft to refift the orders of the houfe 
of commons, to which the utmoft reverence is due, whilft it 
continues a true reprefentative of the people. I now find 
that the fame do&riues are embraced by lawyers, and magif- 

trates, 

' Digitized by VjOOQlC 



( 230 ) 

irate?, and by the people. I fhould therefore be ju&lf 
Chargeable not onl? with pufillanimity* but with betraying 
the conftitution, were I not to concur in bringing this mat- 
ter into a cOurfe of legal decifion. For this reafon, I hope, 
that the houfe will excufe my attendance till the point is de- 
termined, and till it is univef fally known whether a Britifh 
fubjeft has, or has not, a right to be tried by a jury. If it 
(hall be found that he has »0/,'and that I ought to have obey- 
ed your orders, I will fubmit to the laws of my country, and 
to the houfe. 

Pater no/ier-row 9 T. EVANS, 

March 19. . 

1 - j - - ~___|^_ 1 r ir 1 •* -• 1 • • "1 

The celebrated Letters of Lilburne on the prefent Difputes 
between the Houfe of Commons and the Aldermen wb* 
difcharged the Printers. 

LETTER!, 



- To us all Tyrants an alike ^ 



Or if in bonds the never - conquer' d foul 

Can feel a pang more keen than JlaVery 9 s felfc 

7 Tis when the chains that crujb us into dun 

Are f org* d by hands from which we look* d for freedom. 

Clementina; 
SIR, 

CHARLES the Firft, of bltjid memory y aflumed a power 
of levying money upon his fubjects in an arbitrary 
manner at all times of national danger, and affirmed that he 
alone could judge, when thofe occauons happened ; that is to 
fay, in plain Englifh, that he had a right to fleece his flock 
whenever he pleafed. . 

, The Houfe of Commons pretend to have a right to puniftr 
all breaches of their privileges, and contempts of their Houfe, 
and to have the fole power of determining, what thefe privi- 
leges are, and when thefe offences againft their dignity are 
committed : which is, (being interpreted) to claim an autho- 
rity to imprifon their fellow-fubje&s at their own good plea- 
fure. An authority, which, if eftabliflied, would, in my 
humble opinion, place our perfons in the fame jeopardy, that 
our anceftors purfes were in, under the Royal Martyr. 

To fee the perfons a&ing at once in the different capacities 
of accufers, witnefles, advocates, and judges, ftrikes us im- 
mediately as a glaring irregularity and abfurdity, be the per- 
fons ever fo extraordinary, and the caufe ever fo fingufaf* 
The mind revolts at the idea, becaufe it is utterly incompatible 
with the firft and moft obvious principles of juftice. Judges 

ought 
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ftoght to be, ab ird 9 odio, amhitia vacuos* The mind (fays 
Salluft) cannot perceive truth, through the medium of thefe 
paffions. The fntervention of a third perfon, therefore, be- 
tween the accufer and the accufed, being a felf-evident axiom 
of jurifprudence, every Court which blends the diftinft cha- 
raclers of party and judge together, carries a fplecifm and felf- 
condemning ftigma upon the face of its proceedings, which 
all the dog-earned precedents thdt the moft laborious Mungo 
can produce will never be able to wipe away. 

The ufual and moft plaufible way of defending fo ftrange a 
power in the Houfeof Commons, is by reminding us of the 
charafter this branch of the legiflature bears as the repre- 
fentative of the nation, and the immediate guardian of their 
rights j and thence inferring, that tjie plenitude and excefs of 
its powers can never be formidable, but to the enemies of the 
people. 

There is, or rather there was formerly fome propriety 
in this allegation;, and it may perhaps be juftly looked 
upon as an ill omen in fuch a cafe as this, to have the line of , 
power on the one hand, and the limits of obedience on the 
other, (quo i ultra , citraque nequit conjijlere reftum) too accu- 
rately traced, or too nicely defined j becaufc the fixing the 
land-mark, and fettling the boundaries with precifion, argues 
fome pre-Tuppofed incroachment, or previous litigation, where 
one could wifh that harmony of fentiment and mutuality of 
afFedion had fupplied the place of law. 

It was dbubtlefs from that generous confidence and indul- 
gence, which the people always (hew towards thofe whofe 
iervices they efteem, that fuch of the claims of privilege by 
the Houfe of Commons, as are now juftly looked upon to 
be arbitrary, and inconfiftent with the fafety of their confti- 
tuents, originally fprung. Omnia mala exempla bonis principiis 
mtafunt. One unufual ftretch of power paved the way fpr 
another, and being perhaps at firft exerted againft fome daring 
offenders, whofe enormities made the unwarrantable mode of 
proceeding overlooked, were rather acquiefced under than 
approved of, and gained a kind of fan&ion in time from, the 
patience of thofe who did not forefee or dread the danger of 
the precedent, in its full extent. A liberty, however unjuf- N 
tifiable, being taken rarely, and but by thofe we love or 
refpeft, ufed too wifh fome modefty and referve, is generally 
winked at and forgiven.— -Dabitur licentia fumhta pudenter— 
Like the petulance of a child, whi^h the fond parent is rather 
inclined to laugh at than punifh, where it proceeds only from 
a fudden ftart of pafliod, and not from a malignant and ftub- 
born fpirit of frowardnef*. Thus by degrees irregularities 
Vol. VIII. H h cftablllh 
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eftablifh thcmfelves> and in procefs of time quoted as legal, 
authorities for the continuance of an illegal pradtice, and 
are converted into rules and formal precedents. 

But however excufable our anceftors might be in placing an 
unbounded confidence in their Reprefentatives, the example 
is no rule of con dud for us towards our own* Heaven l^nows, 
the circumftances attending the two cafes moft eflentially 
differ. " Tis rather late to be fo primitive." With a very 
ill grace will the prefent Houfe of Commons direft our view 
to lbme former patriot Senate, whofe oppofition to a haughty 
Court at the immediate hazard of their fortunes and perfons, 
rendered their names fo defervedly dear to their grateful con- 

' ftituents, that they did not fear to inveft them with almoft 
di&atorial power, or fcruple to truft their lives and liberties 
in their hands. Very awkwardly, I fay, will any accidental 
and venial error in their condud be adduced to juftify the pre* 
meditated plan, of defpotifm, adopted and perfufted in by a 
Houfe of Commons* whofe infamous fervility towards th^ 
minions of royalty on the one hand, and unparalleled arro- 
gance towards their electors on the other, (qualities indeed 
inseparably united) have rendered the very name of that on.ee 
loved popular affembly, morcjuftly contemptible and odious, 
in the eyes of the preient age, than that of Charles or James 
was in the laft. A Houfe of Commons who have driven us 
for (helter from their oppreffion and violence even to the regal 
prerogative, and made us " fly from petty Tyrants to the 
Throne !" A Houfe of Commons againft whom their conr 
ftituents have petitioned and remonftrated in vain, and ftill 
load with unavailing curfes ; a Houfe of Commons who 
have npt One genuine property of a Reprefentative of the corn* 
monality of Great Britain s a Hqufe of Commons who have 
dared to avow and carry into practice a dodtrine, by which 
they might change every fingle Member of their Affembly by 
their own authority, and fubftitute whom they pleafe in their 
loom ; .a Houfe of Commons who have given millions to the 
Crown without an account of a farthing; who, have counte- 
nanced the fuperfeding of the civil by the military powers'-" 
who have totally excluded their makers from their houfe, and 
vainly hope by clearing the galleries, to render their proceed- 
ings as like thofe of a Turkifh Divan in fecrecy, as they 
already are in defpotifm — nay, whofe impotent and abje# fury 
attempts at laft to imprifon their fellow fubje&s for publifhing 
what they have, or cpnjedturftig what they might have faid. 
Good God !— F-if they have gone thus far already, ere half 
their courfe be run, what are we to expedt from them before 

. their reign is ended i Surely their perfons wiU ioon become 

/acred* 

r 
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f acred, it will be a crime to take their names into our unhal- 
lowed mouths* it will be treafon to (land uncovered in their 
prefence j and when they are grown more intolerably cruel 
than the Inquifitors at Spain, or the thirty tyrants of Athens, 
it will be impious to define what they may not do (like King 
James) " in the fullnefs of their power*" If they muft have 
external obeifance and ** mouth- honour" paid them in pro- 
portion to our daily increafing contempt ; if " as they fink 
4 * in virtue, they muft rife in fame," the day is not far off, 
when they will arrogate divine honours ; and the Royal Pro- 
clamation iflue forth, to compel us to worfhip them as they 
pafs along, and to announce his Majefty*s good pleafure, that 
at the name of Luttrell, Fox, and Jerry Dyfon, every knee 
fhall bow. 

«* Such golden days who would not wiflj to fee ? 

« c And fuch each Placemen, O , hopes from thee." 

Match 19, 1771. LILBURNE. 

LETTER IL 

Maturate fugam y regiqtu hac diciu vtflrh Vi*. 

SIR, 

AP P I L Y for us who are deftined to feel the fcourge 



H 



of tyrants of our own creation (that moft mortHyrng 
ftate of fubje&ion !) the folly of their fchemes is no fmall an- 
tidote to the; wickednefs of them. The head-ftrong violence 
of their ill-concerted plans lays them ever open to detedion, 
and puts us upon our guard. If they overcome us therefore, 
they do not however impofe upon us. They are by ne 
means artful, infidious, enfnaring enemies j their blind, im- 
potent fury, the mere madnefs of defpair, fills up at once 
the place of fcnfe and coutage. Slaves to their own refent- 
ments, and ungovernable paflions, how can they expeS to 
find others ready to give up every principle of honour, ftiflc 
every fentiment of anger, jealoufy, or fear, that a&uatea 
their fouls in the defence of all they hold dear* as foon as the 
will of the houfe of commons is known that .all fliould be 
fubmifiive to their good pleafure ? 

,£)uqs Jupiter vult perdere y prius dement at. Had the minif- 
try not loll their underftanding with their honefty, they 
would have (hewn themfelves (on fome delicate points at 
Jeaft) a little wary and referyed, and have maintained decen- 
cy) as many bad men do, after they had parted with intc- 

'gr^y- r - 

Is it not amazing that a fet of ftatefmen, whofe fole ob- 

je£ is to preferve their power, and who know the cpnti- 

H-h 2 nuance 
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nuance of it rouft depend upon the favour of the people, fhould 
be led into the moft fatal, becaufe'the moft unpopular error 
they could commit, by a little paltry, infignificant cock- 
fighter ? That the houfe of commons fhould, to gratify the 
petty fpleen of a miferable under-ftrapping placeman, who 
difgraccj his charitable benefactors, commit its dignity and 
authority to a con tell with the city of London, fupported as 
that city is by the good wifhes of the whole kingdom. Con* 
fider their conduct in every point qf view, and try if any 
thing lefs than infatuation could have reduced them to the 
ridiculous dilemma in which thev at prefent find themfelves. 
The nation complains loudly of their conduct: to convince 
the people of the propriety of that conduct, they excluae 
them in an unufual and infolent manner from hearing what 
arguments they make qfe of in their own defence. The peo- 
ple however are ftill made acouainted with their deliberations, 
and are exafperatcd more and more at their proceedings. To 
pacify their indignation, they then wifely make an experi- 
ment of the moft alarming nature, to reftrain the liberty of 
the prefs, and do it in the moft alarming manner, by aflum- 
ing a privilege, whofe illegality is felf-evident, and which, 
if ic were ever fo lawful and rcafonable, they have no power 
to carry into effecl, without the voluntary acquiescence of 
the people. Upon this advantageous ground do they begin a 
conteft the molt ferious and important that was ever agitated 
concerning their own authority, and in which if they fucceed, 
they muft nave better fortune than any houfe of commons has 
ever met with yet. 

But it is not for a houfe of commons like the prefent to 
venture to inlarge their'difputed bounds, amplfan jurifdiftioruw 
fuam y and to incroach upon our privileges by extending their 
own-r-rafh, intemperate, inconfiderate men ! they will find 
it no trivial achievement to perfift in their profligate abufe of 
legal and acknowledged powers, without aiming at innova- 
tion, in form as well as fubftance ; without venturing upon 
unknown paths, where every inch of ground will be difputed, 
and muft be won fword in hand. 

Let them then take the field prepared, Let them come 
armed ar all points with precedents and principles, They 
will need all the fophiftry of Sir Gilbert, and all the pompo- 
fity of Jenkinfon. Their cobwebs will be ftretched, and 
(canned upon the exa£teft fcale. In truth, their pretended 
privileges have already been weighed in the balance with a 
candour and patience which they do not deferve, .and an im- 
partiality which their rotten texture, will not bear. And 
What is tfce refult ?-»■ 

Th* 
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The rcfult is found to be plainly this. That Englifhmea 
bold their liberty at the meer pleafure of the houfe of com- 
mons* and may be deprived of it at the pleafure of any indivi- 
dual member who chufes to take offence at his a&ions, his 
words, his looks, or geftures. That to offend a member of 
this glorious tribunal by biting your thumb at him, is to in- 
cur an half-years imprifonment and an enormous fine, with- 
out bail, without a trial, without an habeas corpus, without 
a hope of pardon or reprieve. Thus does the valet or pimp of 
a ( miniftcr of ftate purchafe the right of domineering over the 
free defendants of thofe freemen " whom vanquifhed kino* 
relu&antly obeyed" at Running-Mead and Nafeby. Thus Is 
he at once inverted with a power far exceeding all the united 
immunities and prerogatives that attend the facred perfon of 
our monarch. 

And {hall fuch a power as this be admitted or indured by 
men, by Englifhmen ?— Let them not provoke us too far. 
Let them fet bounds to their infolence. Let them not drive 
us from an appeal to a deaf Sovereign, to an appeal to the 
King of Kings. They may find at length that their Ser- 
jeants are but men, and their maces gilt blocks of wood. 
That there is no fuch mufic in the name of Commons, as will 
lull us into a falfe and fatal fecurity. That the fpell is dif- 
folved, and that it is no longer in the power of an empty 
found to confecrate defpotic power in any fhape in this chap- 
tered country. Englishmen regard not words but things. 
They will not drink poifon, though offered them in a fpark- 
ljng cup. — They will not weiar chains though. covered over 
with wreathing flowers— it is the tyranny not the tyrant they 
deteft.— They will be governed by laws, and by laws alone. 
^-Anarchy, bad as it is, is preferable to flavery, and thero 
are debating forms of government, which to men who retain 
a fentiment of the moral dignity of human nature, are infi- 
nitely more intolerable than no government at all. 

LILBURNE. 

LETTER III. 



Spis unafalutis 



Ofcula pelluta fixijje trementia detfr*. Luc. 

SIR, ' 

WHEN the Houfe of Commons revive their encroach- 
ment upon the fubjea, cafes will rife up againft 
them, which they would wilh to have buried in oblivion. 
They hav* already reduced themfelves to the fame dilemma^ 



as 
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»9 wir grtctotfs Sovereign is faid to "be hi ; M who can nei- 
ther do wrong without ruin, nor right without affli&ioh.'' 
lihall not exiped the houfe to fall into the latter misfortune, 
even by accident ; and one or two fteps more in the former 
walk, will compleat the meafure of their iniquity, and bring 
upon them the juft vengeance of the people. 
. The cafe ot Alexander Murray {hall never fleep in this 
country; but remain a monument of parliamentary op- 

Cfiion, of the judge's debafement, and an individual's no- 
itruggle for liberty, unpufchafed by fubmiffion. It feems 
indeed to be incidental to a jurifdi&ion, which the Commons 
were allowed to exercife over contefted elections ; but when 
the matter is examined into, it will appear, that claim was 
only made a pretence for authority; the true aim of the 
houfe being to ftrike a terror into all his majefty's liege fur>» 
je&s, who dared to Oppofe -the minifter pofiefled of a torrupt 
influence within thofe Walls. To inflict this vengeance 
without delay, the tornplaint of an undue return was in- 
ftantly poftpohed. A pretended enquiry was made into this 
riots of the ekxSioh ; an enquiry ftill without the mterven- 
tioh of witneffes upon oath. The fruits of turning the Houfe 
into a Court of PunifluWettt Upon this occafion were, that 
Alexander Murray and others were marked out as proper ob- 
je&s of the Minifter's refentment. A fentence was paffed 
upon them, I can almoft fay, wprfe than any in the moft 
defpotie countries. There, in general, after the Jifdges 
have determined upon convi&ioh, known and certain penal- 
ties are infli&ed ; which when endured, the pany is again 
free, or at, the moft perhaps they put a period to his wretched 
^xiftence by the ftroke of death. But here no certain prof- 
pe& of future releafe is propofed to the unhappy criminal ; 
tiN his Majefty (hall be pleafed for a while to fufpend their 
Culmination by proroguing the feflion, or himfelf fhould 
crouch to obtain it by the vileft and moft abjeft proofs of 
fobmtfiion. It is the crijeleft of all puniftiments to exadt a 
^onfeffion of guflt either from the Acciifed or the Con- 
vi&ed. A man may "feel no guilt in his own mind, what- 
ever fatisfa&ion others may have of his tranfgrefiion. What ! 
is it not enough to punifli, but the party muft.kifs the rod, 
and confefs the lenity of the tormenter? Shall there be no cer- 
tain meafure of puniihment, but the will of the infli&er, and the 
cUftardly fpirit of the culprit ? Talk riot, to me of the Baftile 
and the Place de Greve ; we have them both in England. 
Secret imprisonments, from whjch no Habeas Corpus* will 
relieve; indefinite imprrfpnmcnts^tQ. be determined by no 
- ; ' . l " " ' ' ' '. ftxe.4 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



( *37~ > 
fixoj period of time ; are every day's pra&ice both of the Lord* 
and Commons. Confeffions of guilt in innocence, and ac- 
knowledgments of clemency, under theinflt&ton of cruelty* 
are the only deprecations th<)fe vindi&ive bodies will hear, ' 
For not fubmitting to fuch. difgrace, humiliating in the laft 
degree to human nature, but above all to the nature of 4 
Briton, was Alexander Murray, confined for fix long month* 
in a loathforne gaol, debarred of the accefs of his friends, de~ 
privecj of pen, ink, and paper, and, to cpmpleat his happU 
nets, attacked with the diftemperofthe place, which brought' 
him to death's door. This penance might have had a conti- 
nuance of as many years, for aught the prifoner knew. No 
fcrrtence was paffed upon him. it waited only for his Ma- 
jefty to turn acceflary to his faithful Commons, by not pro- 
roguing their aflerably, (an afliftanse which in thefe times 
they have a right to demand and expeft) and this harrajjed 
mortal muft probably hs^ve (laid in his dungeon for years. 
Nature however would, through her tend/erneis, hajre afford- 

, ed him that relief, which he had no title to expe&from the 
unnatural tribunal of the Commons, a period to his exift 
ence; an iffue to be fought, by .a prifoner next to a releafe. 
Well might our firft expounders of the law fay, a$ they 
have faid, that imprifonment is a puniflunent next to death. 
Yet imprifonment was; not then uncertain j the fine and ran* 
fom at the King's pleafure was always defined at the time 

1 the fenterice was paffed, from the cpuft whence it proceeded, 
What would they fay now of our indeterminate imprifon- 
ment during the pleafure of an affembly of men, many of 
whom have purchafed their feats, others of them creatures 
compellable to vote again ft every dictate of conference, if i( 
fuit the arbitrary will of their fu^eriprs, and all of them un- 
fworn to the observance of any laws ? An affembly nume- 
rous, haughty, venal and oppreffiye j which liftens with an 
eager avidity to every tale of malice or refentment, that the 
private paflions of the moft abandoned individual may prompt 
him to relate; which makes every private contention its 
own, which gives the fame liberty to every Member to clairn 
and define his own privilege, as it affumes for itfeJf ; and 
which leaves it as uncertain to the miferable fubje&, whe- 
ther he offends or is innocent, or rather whether he fliall be 
punifhed or indemnified, as if he was the flave of a tyunny^ 
where rules of decifion were always to follow the fad and 
not precede it. Is a commitment from fuch an affembly any 
penalty lefs'than death ? Is there a fpirit in "this nation tame 
arid lying enough to endure a fubmifijon to fuch 4 fentence, 

and 
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and jet to boaft that we are free ? Could our anceftors fay* 
that imprifonment is next to death, and yet we their defcen- 
dants bafdy crouch to receive a fentence upon our knees, the 
limitf of which no man knows ? No ; it is impoffible this 
difgrace can ever again befal us, or it can bcfel only thofe 
who defcrve not the name of EngUflimen. Murray was an 
unhappy vidint ; but though unfuccefsful in his perfeverance, 
he was unfhaken and intrepid % for which he yet deferves to 
be had in honour by this nation. Others have been finer 
advifed to purfue a wifer and a fafer plan : They were (hewn 
the illegality of the order for attendance, and they knew no 
fafe condu& or hoftage would be given to bring them back* 
They therefore refolved not to give a countenance to the in- 
quifition, by paying obedience to its firft pretended procefs 
for appearance* As well might a perfon truft himfelf to the 
hungry lion in the defart, to try the profpciSt of efcaping, as 
throw himfelf even upon the mercy of that fpurious and abhor- 
red tribunal. I know there was an affumed air of lenity given to 
their proceeding againft the Printers who did appear, but 
that was a mere glofs to difguife their rancorous malice againft 
the others who refufed ; and I call it, for my parr, the moft 
excruciating of tortures, the moft dreadful of fentences, to be 
compelled to place onefelf in a pofture of fupplication, to a 
fet of mifcreants, execrated as much as they are defpifed. 
Had thefe devoted recufants fallen afterwards the vi&ims of 
this mild and merciful judicature, what pains and penalties 
would not await them. No racks would compleat the ven- 
geance. The records of the inquifitions at Lifbon and Ma- 
drid would be fearched in vain for precedents of toiture for 
the expiation of fuch abominable offenqes, as repugnance to 
their arbitrary commands* The Printers have been better 
advifed than Alexander Murray was j and in following that 
advice they have aded with a confidence, which law and li- 
berty, when joined together, could not fail toinfpire. The 
magiftrates have done their duty, and reaped immortal ho- 
nour in prpte&ing, them* The cnarm is broken, and a whole 
nation is fet free* 
March 25, 1771. LILBURN-E. 

From the Middlefex Journal. 

^— — MM^— — X— — »» I III I 1 ■■ - -i ■ — ■ ■ »' ■ ■ ■' ■ ■■ '« 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

TH A T ex bfficio informations by the Attorney. General, 
in the King's-Bench, are contrary to the law and con- 
ftitution of England, is moft certain ; no real lawyer can, or 
dare deny it* Let them quote a&s to countenance them, or 
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quote as many precedents as they pleafe, they mitf feem 
learned to the ignorant, that is to one another, but they 
cannot convince the plain, honeft, fenfible Englifh nation, 
of any thing elfe, but that they aim at the deftrudion of the 
common law, or what is the fame thing, common fenfe and 
reafon. The glory, the boaft of Englishmen, is, that no 
one can be hurt in his property, good name, his want of per- 
fonal liberty, his limbs, or his life, but by lawful judgment 
of his Peers ; and our law is a ftranger to any other com- 
mencement of a criminal procefs, but by prefentment or in- 
diftment before a Grand Jury ; therefore this modern intro- 
duction of flavery, is contrary to the firft principles of Englifh 
liberty. For fhame ! you Court lawyers, how can you 
venture to fay, that you cannot, in cafe of what you deem 
libels, which modernifed, is writing the truth, truft to the 
Grand Inqueft for finding a bill ? Why do you fo clearly con- 
fefs the rottennefs of your caufe ? Was it juft, you have no 
occaiion to doubt, but the voice of the people, fo conftitu- 
tionally colle&ed, would be on your fide. But you know 
that the late facrifices to minifterial vengeance, could never 
have been brought into jeopardy, or the murdering expence 
of a law-fuit, by at leaft twelve independant Grand Jury- 
men, for publishing What they in their donfeience believed to 
be true ; therefore you had recourfe to the Attorney-General 
to bring on deftruflion, that the weight of the profecution 
might ruin the printers and publifhers, and by that indirect, 
unlawful means, bring about your favourite purpofe of taking 
away the liberty of the prefs. How could you, Lord Mans- 
field, after a man was near ruined by a firft trial, by way of 
favour and indulgence, offer him a chance of a fecond ? It 
was infulting the poor man. It was an affront to the majefty 
of the law of England > to imagine there was any occafion for 
it i for in a criminal procefs, an irregularity, fuch was the 
mercy of our conftitution, was an acquittal to the defendant. 

BRU rus. 

STANZAS, addrejfed to the Right Honourable the 
Lord-Mayor. . 
Tumidafque minas contundere Regum, 

WITH harfh ungen'rous infult fpurn'd, 
Where fondly moft fhe hop'd relief, 
Sad from the throne Brittannia turn'd, 
And gave her harrafs'd foul to grief. 
Still doom'd to drag the galling chain, 

Oft fte proclaim'd her wrongs around ; 
And oft beheld her fons in vain, 

In ftreams of melting pity drown'd. 
Vol. VIII. Ii Her 
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Her lavage tyrants mock her pain, 

And, while her tears in anguifh flow, 
Forbid her even to complain, 

(The lad fad privilege of woe !) 
But now, Hope diflipates her fear. 

And tlack Defpair before her flies ; 
Lo ! where Augusta's towers appear, 

She fcts another Beckforp rife ! 
There Justice lifts her even fcale, 

There fternly bares her fword to view ; 
And, when her milder fuccoura fail, 

Securely, Crosby, trufts to you. 
Nor thou refufe, at Freedom's call, 

Yon dungeon's gloomy paths to tread ; 
Beneath whofe blood-befprinkled wall 

Her champions oft with joy have bled. 
Great is thy lot (if crown'd by fate, 

This lot be thine) with patriot toil 
To prop awhile a linking ftate, 

And bid thy country's genius fnu'le. 
No peril can his fpirit tame 

Who dares to fet a nation free ; 
And tho' he fall, he earns from fame 

A glorious immortality. 

HIDALLAN; 

A POLITICAL CREED. 

I Believe in George the Third, our gracious t»-g, 
And all who are in authority under him ; 
That k — g, dowager, and Bute, the trinity art, 
Who rule defpotic in Britannia's fphere; 
And tho' thefe are three perfons, fure I am as gun, 
That join'd together, they fairly make but one : 
I recognize and think, without diipute, 
This trinity is unity, and centres all in Bute ; 
By .whom all things are, that have been made, 
From minifter, down to Moll the fcullion jade ; 
In his hands are all the corners of domain, 
Penfions, peace making, and contracts with Spain, 
I acknowledge one revolution, to punifh th' guilt, 
Of Scotch idolatry, and Britannia's jilt : 
Then we may live, once more to fee, 
■England wifely governed, and from corruption free ; 
For Albion's good, amen aloud [ fey, 
God grant it foon, I as devoutly pray. v 

A REFORMIST. 
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POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE: 



Extras of a Utter from Paris, dated Feb. 15.. 
«• OINCE the difgrace f the parliament, the following carious 
ij paper is circulated here, 

" The liberty, Sire; that princes owe to their people, is the li- 
berty of the laws. You are matter of the lives and fortunes of . 
your fubjeds ; yet you cannot difpofe of them but according to 
law. It is true, you acknowledge none but God alone above 
you ; but the laws ought to have more authority, even than your- 
felf. You do not rule over flaves ; you govern a free and warlike 
nation, as jealous of her liberties as of her fidelity, and whofe al- 
legiance is fo much the more fecure, as it is founded on the love 
ihe bears her mailers. Her kings are omnipotent over her, be- 
caufe her tendernefs and loyalty fet no bounds to her obedience ; 
but her kings muft themfelves limit their own authority ; and in 
proportion as her love knows no other law, than a blind fubmif- 
fion, her kings muft exatt nothing from that fubmiffion, but 
what the laws permit them to exact from it : otherwife they are 
no longer the fathers and prote&ors of their people, they are. the 
enemies and oppreflbrs of them ; they no longer reign over their 
fubje&s, they urbdue them. 

" The power of your auguft great grandfather over the nation, 
has furpaffed that of all the kings your predeceflbrs. A long and 
glorious reign ha4 ftrengthesed it ; his great wifdom fupported it ; 
and the love of his fubjc&s fcarce put any farther bounds to it. 
Neverthelefs, he has more than once known how to make it give 
way to the laws ; totake them for arbitrators between him and his 
fubje&s, and nobly fubmit his concens to their decifions. • 

" It is not then the fovereign, it is the law, Sire, that ought 
to reign over the people. You are only its minifter and fir ft de- , 
pofitary— it is the law that ought to regulate the exercife of au- 
thority ; and it is by the law that this authority is no longer a 
yoke to the fubje&s, but a rule that guides them ; a help that 
protects them ; a paternal watchfulnefs, that fecures their fubmif- 
fion, only becaufe it fecures their love. Men believe themfelves 
free, when they are governed only by the laws : their whole hap- 
pinefs confifts then in their fubmiffion, becaufe that fubmiffion 
conftitutes their peace and confidence. Paffion, and all the inor- 
dinate and ambitious defires which princes mingle with the exer- 
cife of authority, far from extending it, rather weaken it ; they 
become lefs powerful, as foon as they want to be above the laws ; 
they lofe when they think to gain : whatfoever renders authority 
unjuft and odious, enervates and leffens it; the fource of their 
power is in the hearts of their people ; and, however arbitrary 
they may appear, it is certain they lofe their real power, the fo- 
ment they lofe the love of their fa bjetts." / 

I i 2 Ektraa 
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ExtraB of a letter from Dublin, Feb. 27. 
"* c "^TEftcrday our parliament met, when there were more mem- 
X bers in (he houfe, than ever known on any other oc- 
cafion. , 

" After the lord lieutenant had delivered his fpeech from the 
throne, the houfe voted an addrefs of thanks, without anv divi- 
sion ; after which Mr. Helen (a new made king's council, and, 
. at prefent, the lord lieutenant's particular friend, though laft win- 
ter he' wrote a fevere pamphlet again ft him) got up, and propofed 
an addrefs to his majefty, the purport of which was as follows : 

" To thank his majefty, in the moil grateful expreffions, for 
the very great care and attention he has ever had to the affairs of 
that kingdom, more particularly in continuing fo long the admi- 
iriftration of the. prefent lord lieutenant ; to whofe vigilance, 
juftice and wifdom, the people of Ireland were indebted for all 
their happinefs and profperity." He was feconded in this ftiange 
addrefs by Mr, George (one of lord Loftus's light troops) when 
a great debate enfued, which lafted feveral hours, when the que* 
Hion being put they divided, 

For the addrefs ■ ■ ' t ■ 132 

Againitit — — . ' ' ■ ■ 107 



Majority 



" This day, however, when the houfe ftiould have proceeded 
on the ufual bufinefs of the day, a defperate mob, armed with 
clubs, cutlafTes, &c. furrounded the parliament-houfe, and at- 
tempted to fwear feveral of the members, who very fpiritedly re- 
fufed the propofed oath. Upon which they infulted fome, and 
beat others, felediing the fupporters of government, from the 
members in oppofmon. The bifhops of Ferns and Cork were 
both beaten, and otherwife much abufed. Lord chief juftice An- 
xialy, and lord Tyrone, were alfo very roughly treated. Lord 
Loftus was particularly fearched for; he is marked by the mob, 
, for joining government. 

" Whilft free accefs to parliament was thus interrupted, the 
lord chancellor fent an account of thefe proceedings to the lord 
lieutenant. Soon after a detachment of the military was requefted 
by the mayor and fheriffs, who had repaiied to the caftle. The 
lord lieutenant fir ft afked them, whether they could quell the riot 
by the aid of the civil power alone ? on their anfwering in the 
negative, the troops were fent. On their appearance the mob 
<Hfperfed, and peace was foon reftored. 

V Two of the ringleaders, armed with cutlafTes, who attempt- 
ed to fwear the bifhops with a manual, or popifh prayer-book, 
were taken and lodged in Newgate, by order of the houfe of 
lords. 

" Their confeffion was taken down by the lord mayor, and it 
is laid they have made fome material difcoveries. This mob con- 
fined of the weavers, for whom a charitable contribution was car- 
ried on by our patriots for fome months paft. The fpeaker fub- 
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tribe i tool, to this fcheme, two days before the opening of the 
feffions. 

The following is an accurate account of the proceedings of the Irijb houfe 

of Lords* 

LORD Loftus moved the addrefs of thanks to the lord lieute- 
nant. Lord Lanelborough took a ftrong part in this bufi- 
nefs. He moved a iarcaflicai amendment, thanking the lord 
lieutenant for thofe things which he had not done. The amend- 
ment was as follows : 

u During VQur excellency's adminiftration, the wifdom of 
which appears from thefe effects : the flourifhing ftate of trade and 
credit ; the increafe of the revenues ; the redundancy of the pub- 
He treafure, fo timely applied to the relief of our diftreffed manu- 
facturers ; the encouragement of our exports, by your excellen- 
cy's attention to our legal rights, in refuiing to impofe an embar- 
go upon provifions ; the umver&l content of all ranks throughout 
the nation ; and that awful reverence for your excellency's per- 
fon, which can only be obtained by uniformity, fteadinefs and 
wifdom. Thefe are merits which diftinguifh your excellency's 
adminiflration from thofe of your predeceiTors, and will continue 
it for ever in the minds of thofe, over whom yo» have been fent 
to rule." 
It pafl*ed in the negative. 

But it is to be upon the lords journals, as their opinion of his 
excellency. 

As foon as the addrefs to his excellency was carried, the fol- 
lowing fhortproteft was entered againft it. 

Diflentient, 
- Becaufe the addrefs to the lord lieutenant, having contained ac- 
knowledgments of thanks to his excellency, for his conduct in 
the government of this kingdom, to which we are confeious he has 
not any juft claim ; we have therefore conceived it to be our du- 
ty, to withold even that accuftomed compliment. 

A motion was made, and the queftion put, " That the proteft 
«« of lord Townfhend, entered the laft dayofthelait felEons on 
44 the journals of this houfe, be expunged." 
It pan*ed in the negative. 

Upon which a proteft was entered, and here follows a correct 
copy of it : 

DiJJentienty 
ift. Becaufe we conceive, that by the entering of the lord lieu- 
tenant's proteft upon the journals of this houfe, at the clo(e of 
the laft feffion, the privileges of this houfe, and the constitutional 
rights of the peerag.e, have been moil flagrantly infringed and vi- 
olated ; and that therefore, the earlieft opportunity fhould be feiz- 
ed, of vindicating the rights and privileges of the peerage, and 
of wiping away the affront which this houfe has received therein, 
by expunging from its journals this matter of offence, which has 
been unwarrantably and illegally obtruded upon them* 

2dly, 
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zityy Becaufe we conceive that the abovtmentioned Proterf 
contains in it matter in the higheft degree illegal and uncon- 
ftitutional, ' inafmuch a& it claims a right, and prefumea to 
animadvert upon fome proceedings of the Lower Houfe of 
Parliament, Now, : we are bold to afiert, that whenever 
any one branch of the legiflature fiiall arrogate a right to 
animadvert upon either of the other two branches, the branch 
of the legiflature fo fiibje£t to animadverfion, would inftantly 
ceafe to be part of the fupreme power, the balance of the 
conftituti&rt would be overturned, and that branch, in which 
this jurifdi&ion relided, would be completely fovereign 5 a 
fbppofition which is equally abhorrent to the fpirit and to 
the letter of the conftitution. 

3dly, Becaufe we conceive, that this Houfe hath, and 
ought to have the fole and exclufive dominion over its own 
Journals, in like manner as the Commons have over theirs ; 
and that the Lord Lieutenant hath no more right to order an 
entry to be made upon our Journals, than he hath to order 
an 'entry to be made upon the Journals of the Commons ; and 
■we conceive that a$ the Crown, though a branch of the legif- 
lature, is no eftate of Parliament ; therefore the Crown, or 
its representative, can have no jurifdicYion over the Journals 
pf the eftates of Parliament, which are the records of the 
proceedings of the deliberative branches of the legiflature, 
whereof the Crown is not one ; and we are the more con- 
firmed in this opinion, by reflecting, that there is not a fingie 
jnftance, even in the moft arbitrary times, of fuch a power 
being claimed or exercifed by the Crown in Great Britain, 
•over the Journals of the Britiih Peers. We apprehend alfo, 
that no matter can, with propriety, be entered upon the 
Journals of this Houfe, without the leave of this Houfe pre- 
vioufly had or implied, as is clearly evinced by the conlrant 
practice of reading the minutes by the clerk, before the Houfe 
is adjourned, in order that every Peer may have an opportu- 
nity of preventing any thing improper frojn being entered 
upon the Journals. Now, on the laft day of the laft feflion, 
no fuch opportunity was given, the reading of the minutes 
haying been prevented by the prorogation. 

4thly, Becaufe, though it hath been aflertedj that the 
Journals of this Houfe, being public records, it is improper 
that any alteration fhould be made therein ; we are of opinion, 
that this maxrtn extends only to the judicial proceedings of 
this Houfe, hot feeing that in other inftances there is any 
reafon to diftinguilh between the Journals of this Houfe, and 
thofe of the other Houfe of Parliament, "from which m^ttqrs 
Jiave frequently been expunged ; as it is alfo notorious, that 
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matters, not of a judicial nature, have frequently been ex- 
punged from the Journals of the Houfe of Lords of Great 
Britain. Indeed, were it otherwife, the Speaker, or even 
the Clerk of this Houfe, or any indifferent perfon, who 
might, however irregularly, get accefs to the Journal-book, 
might infert therein matter of the moft criminal import* 
amounting even to the crime of Treafon j and it would be a 
ftrange folecifm, to fay, that fuch infertion muft for ever 
remain, to the difgrace of this Houfe, without any power in 
us to expunge and purge away fuch obnoxious matter. 

5thly, Becaufe it hath been declared to be a high breach of 
the privileges p/ Parliament, that the Crown fliould take 
notice of the proceedings of either Houfe of Parliament, unlefs 
the fame {hall be regularly laid before it j a circumftance in 
which we conceive, that the Proteftof Lord Strafford, how- 
ever in all other refpedts irregular and unconftitutional, hath 
the advantages over thofe of Lord Sydney, and of our prefent 
chief Governor. 

6thly, Becaufe we think this entry peculiarly improper, in- 
afmuch as the Viceroy hath therein, by a breach of the pri- 
vileges of this Houfe, made our Journals the inftrument of a 
breach of the principle of the other Houfe of Parliament * a 
pra&ice which, if not difcountenanced by us, might probably 
end in a rupture becween the two Houfes. 

LOTJTH, 

L E I N S T E R, by Proxy, 

WESTMEATH, 

LANESBOROUGH, 

POWERS COURT, 

B E C T I V E, 

MOUNT CASHELL, 

CHARLEMONT, 

M O I R A, by Proxy, 

MOLESWORTH, 

SHANNON, 

MORNINGTON, 

BELLAMONT, 

K N A P T O N, 

LONGFORD, 

BALTINGLASS, 

LISLE. 

Lcndon, March 15, 177 J. 

•\TESTERDAY Mr. Miller, Printer of the London Even* 

X » n g P°ft» between the hours of two and three in the 

afternoon, was aflfaulted and made a prifoner in his own houfe, 

\py one William Whittam, a Meffenger of the Houfe of 

Commons. 
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Commons. He tent diredUy for a Conftable, to whom he 
gave the Meflenger in charge, and the Meflenger did the fame 
by him. They proceeded together, and with feveral other 
perfons who were witneflfes of the tranfa&ion, to Guildhall ; 
but the fitting Juftice, Mr. Alderman Wilkes, having dif- 
patched the bufinefs of the day, and figned the Rota book, 
was gone to the Manfion-houfe. They went immediately 
there, and made application to' the Lord Mayor, who was in 
his bed-chamber ill of the gout. The Meflenger defired that 
be might have leave to fend to John Clementfon, Efq; Deputy 
Serjeant at Arms, which was granted j and the Lord Mayor 
adjourned the hearing of the bufinefs till fix- in the evening. 
At that hour the Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen Wilkes and 
Oliver, heard the caufe in his Lordfhip's bed-chantber, 
Mr. Clementfon being prefent as well as the Meflenger, the 
Publifher, Robert Morris, Efq; as his Council, and many 
other perfons. Mr. Clementfon faid, he came from the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to demand both the Meflenger ', 
and Mr. Miller^ the Publijber 9 which demand was refufed by 
the Lord Mayor, and the refufal minuted down by the Ser- 
jeant in a book. The Lord Mayor demanded of the Meflenger 
what his accufation was againft Miller, and by what right he 
had apprehended one of his citizens, and if he was a Peace 
Officer in the City. The Meflenger declared that he did 
not accufe Miller of any thing criminal, but had taken him 
into cultody by virtue of an order of the Houfe of Commons. 
The Lord Mayor demanded to fee the order, which, after 
much altercation, was given in by Mr. Clementfon. Mr. 
Morris then argued the whole caufe very ably, and infifled 
particularly on the invalidity of fuch a warrant. Mr. Clement- 
fon defirea to confine himfelf to its being figned by Sir 
Fletcher Norton, Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, and to 
the two demands he then made of the Meflenger, and Mr. 
Miller being delivered to him. The Lord Mayor then and 
the Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver difcharged Mr. Miller from 
the cuftody of the Meflenger. They proceeded next to the 
complaint of the publisher for the aflault and falfe Imprifon- 
ment, which was clearly proved by the evidence of John 
Topping, and Robert and Henry Page. The Meflenger 
called no witnefs, and Mr. Clementfon admitted the fa<Sb. 
The Lord Mayor then afked the Meflenger for bail to anfwer 
the complaint, but he faid he had none ; and Mr. Clementfon 
declared that the Mejfenger Jhouldnct give bail. On this refufal 
the Lord Mayor and the two Aldermen figned the Mittimus 
of tin Meflenger of the Houfe of Commons to the Compter. 
As foon as this was done, Mr. Clementfon laid, / waited for 

this. 
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this, and now I fie the warrant of commitment aftualty figned, I 
vAU offer Bail} upon which the Meflenger was bound over for 
Ijis appearance in a recognizance of 40L with two fureties in 
20I. each, and thepublilher in a recognizance of 40I. to pro- 
iecute for the affault and falfe imprifonment. Almoft every 
man in the room offered to be bail for the Meflenger. The 
Manfion Houfe was exceedingly full of people, but not the 
leaft confufion or difturbance happened. 

House of Commons. 
Mart is 1 Q° die Martii, 1771. 
(COPY.) 
The houfe of commons having yefterday received inform*- 
mation that one of the meflengers of this houfe, after he had 
arretted J. Miller by virtue or the warrant of the fpeaker of 
the houfe of commons, to anfwer for a contempt of the faid 
houfe, was carried by a conftable upon a charge made againft 
the faid meffenger by the faid J. Miller for an affault and falfe 
imprifonment made upon the faid J. Miller in the faid arreft, 
before BrafsCrofby, efquire, lord-mayor of the city of London, 
where John Wilkes, efquire, alderman, and Richard Oliver, 
efquire, were prefent, when the deputy ferjeant at arms at- 
tending this houfe, acquainted the faid magiftrates that the 
faid arreft of the faid J. Miller was made by the faid meffenger 
under a warrant figned by the fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons, which warrant was then produced and (hewn to 
the faid magiftrates, and demanded of them that the faid mef- 
fenger fliould be difcharged, and the faid J. Miller delivered 
up to the cuftody of the faid meffenger, and that the faid lord- 
mayor., .John Irilkes, efquire, and Richard Oliver, efquire, 
after fuch information and demand as aforefaid, figned a war- 
rant for the commitment of the faid meflenger to the compter 
for the faid fuppofed affault, and falfe imprifonment of the 
faid J. Miller, and obliged the faid meflenger to enter into a 
recognizance for his appearance at the next quarter feflions of 
the peace to be held for the city of London, to anfwer to fucri 
indictments as fliould then be found againft him for the faid 
fuppofed affault and falfe imprifonment. 
Ordered, 
That John Wilkes, efquire, do attend this houfe to-morrov 
morning. 

J. HAT S E L, CI. Doin. Com, 

March 20, 1 77 it Received from Mr. William Witham, one 
of the meffenger s, at half an hour after eight in the morning. 

Vol. VIII. Kk (COPY.) 
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c S I R, London* March 20, 1771* 

c I this morning received an order commanding my at- 

* tendance this day in the houfe of commons. I obferve that 

* no notice is taken of me in your order as a member of the 
c houfe, and that I am not required to attend in my place. 
€ Both thefe circumftances, according to the fettled form, 

* ought to have been mentioned in my cafe, and I hold them 
' absolutely indifpehfible. In tjie name of the freeholders of 
' Middlefex I again dehiand my feat in parliament, having 

* the honour of being freely chofen by a very great majority 

* one of the reprefentatives for the faid county. I am ready 
' to take the oaths prefcribed by law, and to give in my qua- 

* lification as knight of the Shire. When I have been ad- 

* mitted to my feat, I will immediately give the houfe themoft 

* exa£t detail, which will neceflarily comprehend a full juf* 

* tification of my condud relative to the late ////£*/ procla- 
4 mat ion, equally injurious to the honour of the crown, and 

* the rights of the fubjed, and likewife the whole bufmefs of 

* the printers. I have a&ed entirely from a fenfe of duty to 
€ this great city, whofe franchifes 1 am fworn to maintain, 
*, and to my country, whofe-noble conftitutioh I reverence, 

* and whofe liberties at the price of uiy blood to the laft 

* moment of my life I will defend and fupport. 

« I am, SIR, 

* Your moft humble Servant, 
c JOHN WILKES.' 

Right Honourable Sir Fletcher Norton, Knight. 

march 18. This day at two in the afternoop, the lord- 
mayor of this city went from the nlanfion-houfe to the houfe 
of commons. His lordfhip appeared very feeble and infirm, 
but jn good fpirits. Mr. Alderman Oliver, and his lordfhip's 
chaplain, Mr. Evans, were in the fame coach. A prodigious 
croud of the better fort were at the manfion-houfc and in the 
ftreets near it, who teftified their approbation by repeated 
huzzas, which were continued quite from the manfion-houfe 
to the houfe of commons. On his arrival there one univerfal 
fhout was heard for near three minutes, and the people during 
the whole paflage to the houfe called out to the lord-mayor as 
the people's friend, the guardian of the city's rights, and the na- 
tions liberties* 

The number increafed confiderably the nearer he approached 
to Weftminfter. About Exeter Exchange in the Strand they 
began their acclamations, which did not ceafe till he had got 

into 
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into the boufe of commons ; for in the very lobby, as he came 
through, and even when the door of the houfe of commons 
was fet open for him, there was not a voice or a hand among 
fome hundreds of perfons of genteel appearance, that was pot 
employed to demonftrate their approbation of his conduit. In 
confequence of which, 'immediate orders were given to clear 
the lobby, and every perfon was turned out. /j 

When his Lordfhip was arrived at the Houfe he was quef- 
tioned (as we are informed) concerning his conduft at the 
Manfion-Houfe on Friday laft in figaing a warrant of com* 
mitment for one of the Meflengers of that Houfe to the 
Compter ; to which his Lordfhip replied, " that he had only 
done his duty as chief Magiftrate of the City of London, 
having afted conformable to his oath and the charters of the 
faid City, bv which he was bound to proteft the perfons, 
property and fr^nchifes of his fellow citizens." After fome 
time fpent in debate, his Lordfhip told Mr. Trecothick, that 
he was extremely ill, and wifhed to withdraw. Mr. Tre- 
cothick acquainted the Speaker, who recommended his Lord- 
fhip to go up to his room; but his Lordfhip aflced whether 
or not there was a bed there, as he wifhed to retire to reft, 
the Premier rofe up and faid, as his Lordfhip was fll, no 
Gentleman, he prefumed, could have any obje&ion to his . 
returning home, and no obje&ions being made, the further > 
debate on this affair is deferred till Tuefday next ; and his 
Lordfhip returned home attended by a great number of people 
of all ranks and degrees both on horfe and on foot. In the 
Lord Mayor's return the populace took the horfes out of the 
carriage at St. Paul's, and drew the coach to the Manfion- 
Houfe. 

March 21. This day the Common Council met at Guild- ' 
hall, Mr. Alderman Trecothick in the Chair, when it was 
almoft unanimoufly 
Resolved, 

That the thanks of this Court be given to the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, for 
their conduit on a late occafion. 

In oppofition to this refolution there were only Alderman 
Roffiter and five commoners. 

A motion was made and feconded, that a committee of 
four Aldermen and eight Commoners be appointed to affift 
the Lord Mayor, and Aldefman Wilkes and Oliver, in the'r 
defence on the complaint made againft them by the Houfe of 
Commons, and the Committee be impowered to draw upon 
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the Chamberlain -for any fym not exceeding 500I. for the 
above purpofe. 

When the motion in the (Court °f Common -pouncil 
for returning thanks to the Lord Mayor, and the 
Aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, was made, the Recorder laid, 
that the motion was a furprize upon him, but that it appear- 
ed to him to be of fu.ch a nature as to call upon him to offer 
his fentiments to the Court upon it. 

' That it appeared to him to have a very dangerous tendency ; 
that it was widening a breach, which it was the duty /of every 
boneft man to attempt to ftop; that if the Locum Twns faw 
the queftion in that light, he ought not to permit fuch a 

?ueftioh to be put ; that this queftion tended to involve the 
Common-council, and make them parties' to a tranfafiion, 
which he heartily wifhed had never happened* / That no 
friend to thecenflitutionand liberties of this country, and leaft 
of all the Common-council of the City of London, who have 
felways taken an a&ive part in fupport of the rights of the peo- 
ple* oijght to wilb to deprive the Houfe of Commons of 
powers fo neceflary to its exiftence; that without fuch powers 
it would be impoflible for the Houle to a£fc with effe& either 
in its legiflative or judicial capacity ; that no a& could be paf- 
fed, no election determined, no impeachment made or proft- 
cuted, if any commoner of this kingdom could refufe bis at- 
tendance upon the Houfe when called upon. 

That to deny the Houfe a^power of compelling an attendance 
by an arreft if neceflary, in cafe of contempts offered to the 
Houfe, or to deny the Houfe the power of determining, what 
is a contempt offered to it, was denying to the Houfe of Com- 
mons the privilege of the loweft Court of Record in this king- 
dom^ a privilege abfoiutely neceflary to enable the Houfe to 
fupport its dignity, and to maintain the rank and influence it 
has acquired in the ftate. ' , 

That the arming the Houfe with thefe privileges had ere* 
ated a balance againft the power of the crown and the other 
branch of the legiflature in favour of the people, and had Biade 
the Houfe of Commons the bulwark of the people's liberties ; 
that the robbing it' of them would be robbing it of all its con- 
fequence, and reducing it to be (what ibme haye.affe&ed to 
fuppofe it to b e ) the inftrument of defpotifm. 

That he was of opinion, that the power of the houfe of 
f ommons to arreft and commit for contempts, ftood upon the 
clearest foundation of law and ufage y that what had been done 
in oppofition to it was wholly unprecedented ; that it would 
be difficult to palliate the ait, in as much as it could not be 
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the duty of a mayor, or a juftice of the peace, to interruptthe 
execution of the proceft of any court, much lefs of a houfe of 
parliament: 

That to thank the authors of that meafure, was to adopt 
it, and was adding contempt to contempt. 
- That it coyld produce no poffible good eflfed, that it might 
involve the city in a controverfy of a very ferious nature with 
the houfe of commoni, and might endanger the public peace % 
and therefore he advifed the Locum Ttnens not to fuller the 
queftion to be put. 

Mr. G. B. anfwered the R. by obferving, that when the 
queftion was put, he would fee by the numbers what weight 
his argument had with the court. , 

The Locum Tenant inclining to have the queftion put, the , 
R. withdrew. After fome time he was fent to, and informed, 
that his attendance was required in the court. When he 
came into the court, he was informed from the chair that he 
was defired to put the queftion ; and it was at firft infifted 
with fome warmth that the queftion fliould be put by the re- 
cordcr j but after fome debate, it was propofed that if the R. 
would defire the court to excufe him, and fay that he would 
put the queftion if the court infifted upon it, he might then 
be excufed. 

The Recorder faid it might eafily be feen from his with- 
drawing, that he wifbed to avoid putting the queftion, ftnd 
did not wifli Jo involve himfelf in a difpute with the Court of 
Common-Council ; that it had been his misfortune to have 
been engaged in one altercation with the Court, which he 
hoped would be the laft \ that in that inftance he had aded 
upon a principle which had fatisfied his own mind j that he 
fliould continue to ad upoft the fame principle, but that his 
wifiies were to co-operate with the Court upon all occafions, 
while he continued an officer of the city. 

That after having addrefled the Locum Tenens not to put 
the queftion, it could not be thought extraordinary, that he 
himfelf fliould defire to be excufed from putting it. That he. 
was ready to fay fo much, and that he hoped he fliould be 
prefied' no further. 

The Court appeared to be (atisfied with this declaration, 
and fo that matter ended . The Recorder withdrew before the 
firft queftion was put. 

The queftion was then put by Mr. Rix, a clerk to Sir 
James Hodges (Sir James and the Common-Serjeant being 
abfent) and was carried by a great majority, without a dw 
vifion. 

A mo*. 
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A motion was made, that the foregoing refolution be fairly 
transfcribed, and figned by the Town-Clerjc, and prefented 
to the Lord -Mayor, Alderman Wilkes, and Alderman Oliver] 
Which was agreed to. 

March 25^. At half paft two o'clock this afternoon, the 
Lord-Mayor reached the Houfe of Commons, in compliance 
With the adjourned order for his attendance, accompanied by 
a vaft concourle of people, whofe approbatory teftimonials of 
his conduct were heard at a great diftance all along the way, 
from the Manfion-houfe to Weftminfter. His Lordfhip was 
drawn in his own private coach, with five footmen behind it. 
The populace attempted once in the way to unharnefs the 
horfes, with intent to draw the coach along, but were dif- 
fused from it. When the Lord-Mayor alighted in Palace- 
yard, he was fupported by three gentlemen, and in that 
manner conducted through the new paflage to the Houfe of 
Commons, which, being crouded with people, refounded 
with their applaufe, as his Lordfhip was conducting along. 
His Lordfhip had his feet, legs and thighs, wrapped up in 
flannel as before, and, from the very feeble ftate he feemed 
in, and the pain he appeared to fuffer, he raifed in every one 
the moft acute lenfations of pity, at the fame time he extorted 
their applaufe. Mr. Alderman Oliver followed the Lord- 
Mayor, and met with the greatefl marks of their approbation. 

The Lord -Mayor was attended in his coach by his chap- 
lain (Mr. Evans) and Mr. G. Bellas. They were accom- 
panied by the Aldermen Stephenfon, Turner, Kirkman, and 
the feveral Common-Council that were ordered of the Com- 
mittee, and were met at the Houfe by Alderman Sir Charles 
AfgiU. 

When they arrived there, the Lord-Mayor, his Chaplain, 
the Aldermen, and Common-Council, were ordered into the 
Houfe. They were accompanied thither by a prodigious con- 
courfe of people, among whom were a great number of gen- 
tlemen, merchants, and reputable tradesmen, many of whom 
went in their carriages. 

On their arrival at the Houfe, the general approbation of 
the Lord-Mayor's condu£k in this important affair, was ex- 
prefled by loud and long-continued acclamations. • 

*The populace attempted to get into the lobby, but were 
kept back by the conftables and meflengers, who attended for 
that purpofe. * 

Many of the people had labels in their hats, with the 
words, Cro/by, Wilies y Oliver ^ an4 the Liberty of the Prefs. 
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Moft of the people who came along with the Lord-Mayor, 
flayed in Palace-yard, the court of Requefts, the new paffage 
to the Houfe of Comnjons, and in Weftminfter-hall,. where 
they applauded fuch Members as paffed whofe conduft they 
judged to be independent and unbiafied, but exhibited ftrong 
marks of difguft and diflike to thole whom they imagined too 
frequently voted with the Miniftry. 

March 26th. This morning at four o'clock the great and 
worthy Alderman Oliver was committed to the Tower, by 
the following warrant*. 

Whereas the Houfe of Commons have thb day adjudged, 
that Richard Oliver, Efq; a member of this houfe, having 
figned a warrant for the commitment of the meffenger of the 
houfe, for having executed the warrant of the fpeajcer, iffued 
under an order of the houfe, and having held the faid meffenger 
to bail, is guilty of a breach of the privilege of the houfe: 
And whereas the (aid houfe hath this day ordered the faid 
Richard Oliver, Efq; one of the aldermen of the city of 
London, and a member of this houfe, to be for his faid offence 
committed to the Tower of London : 

Thefe are therefore to, require you to receive into your 
cuftody the body of the faid Richard Oliver, Efq; and 
him fafely to keep, during the pleafure of the faid houfe, 
for which this fhall be your fufficient warrant. Given 
under my hand the twenty-fifth day of March, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-ooe. 

Fletcher Norton^ Speaker. 
To the lieutenant of the Tower 

of London, or his deputy • 
March 28. Yefterd»y about one o'clock, the lord-mayor, 
attended by hi* committee, and a vaft number of citizens, 
merchants, and independent gentlemen, went to the houfe 
of commons. The city was all in motion, and the citizens 
by acclamations tefttified their approbation of his copdud. 

The crowd was fo great yefterday in the Old Palace-yar 
and Weftminfter-hall, that it was with the greatefl difficulty 
many of the members, cfpecially the court-party, got tothe 
houfe of commons ; lord North's chariot-glaffes were broken 
to pieces, as was the carriage foon afterward, by which he 
received a wound, and was exceedingly terrified ; the popu- 
lace alfo took off his hat and cut it iuto pieces, and he nar- 
rowly efcaped with his life. Juftice Kelynge attempted to 
read the proclamation, but was fo pelted that he was obliged 
to deiift y two hundred conftables could not keep the popu- 
lace in order, for on their endeavouring to keep the peace, 

the 
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*he mob feizcd their ftaves, and broke them to pieces: 'As 
fotn. *s a member's coach appeared) they flopped it* and 
obliged the coachman to inform them of his matter's name^ 
and they were treated according as they flood in their appro- 
bation, fome with hiffes and groans, and others with lou{ 
acclamations. * 

Finding how refolute the people were, at length fome of 
the members came out, particularly Sir George Saville, Mr. 
Townfltend, the Sheriff's, the two Mr. Burkes, Mr. Saw- 
bridge, and Mr. Whitworth, who perfuaded the people to 
Jifperfe, and particularly urged it as the requeft of the lord 
mayor, - ' * 

The Houfe, in fhort, could not proceed to tyifinefs for 
fome time. - x 

* The lord mayor, after a long debate, was, a little before 
twelve, committed to the Tower, with leave to return 
to the Man fion- houfe, lay there, and go to the Tower a« 
this day. There were two divifions ; the oaufe of thefirft 
^the numbers of which were 239 to 30} we could -not lean*, 
as the crowd was fo great, the members who ftand our fri&d* 
'on thefe occafions, could not be fpoken to. The fecond'divi- 
iion wa* for the commitment ; 202 ayes, 39 noes ^ yet Jtf 
*iot tht public be deceived, -there were at foft 4^9 ptetaber& 
in the houfe, but fired with an honeft indignaiioft^'lrepro- 
«ed»ng*<rf the Mmifterial Speakers, the major f^llwhofe 
who approved the, C9n^«^ of the lord mayor, quitted the 
Houfe tong before thfe Jitf^j^or commitment. 

We are inferiflW J wft i | M |^ e M mi^ry urgted the Lord flavor 
to make a concerned / 5?a^*^js nobly refufid«f iti tiey 
wanted to make fefe iommitriient a'rhat*«w ^f favour s and In- 
stead of fending hiiit *o the tFcftfer, would fiav^^c him in 
cuftody of the SerjeSrTra^A^ms, or have ordered the'Sfcf^t 
at Arms to have attended him at the Manfion-houfe ; but his 
Lordihip, with proper fpirit, declared he wanted no,f>- 
vfeurs. ' ' ■ • 

1 Soon after twelve his Lord (hip left the Houfe and got into 
his coach, together with the Serjeant at Arms, the populace 
took his horf* off, and drew him through applauding multi- 
tudes to the Manfion-houfe 5 at Templfe-bar theyftopped th* 
coach and would have made the officer of the houfe £et but. 
Ou the other hand Lord North came out of the Houfe muf- 
fled up in i green bays cloak>- and a hat with a large* gold 
band, furrounded.with miriifteriat merhbers, who .conveyed 
his lordftip through a private door \frith fafety. 
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• % *o fte Emt'ofc df th* POLITICAL REQI§T5R ? : 

s iR, -.'•/. ! fc ' .;' '■! 

SI K C- £ fubjefts of the political kind engrdfs thoft pf the 
public prints, and poffefs the largest fhare of convcrfatiort 
in all companies^ even to the ban i filing that variety which 
has hitherto been effeemed the life of the focisd hour j and 
Jince there, are very fefr perfons but think themfelves author 
rifed td > ejeercife their judgment pvu the niQeftqueftioris relativer 
to the govervmrnt. of Uagdmis t I hope you will not deem it 'arv 
ufelefs, or improper attempt, to trace. this fubjedi: a. little: 
higher than your daily taws-paper authors take time to do j . 
especially as my view is± to make the generality of my coun-* 
trymeh talk a. little more pertinently to this matter, which 
they generally introduce at all times and' feafons, without the. 
leait fcrutiny into their own qualifications, for fo intricate a* 
theme, or to the concealed fuperior abilities of their patient; . 
hearers, who are tortured without mercy in this political in-* 
quifition now eftablifiied in alrrioft every private houfe itftowiu 
and- country; So general is the epidemical difeafe of political) 
gofliping> that you cannot meet. a farmer, or a country (Hop-: 
keeper at a fair or,a market to conclude a bargain or trajifafl:: 
cpromon bufinefs, but you are Cure to. have fome queftions- 
propofed concerning the ftate of public affairs, . which draws, 
on argument after argument, till the controverfy becomes 
warm, and the friendly glafs whjch.ufed to ratify our trading 
Vol. VllL 1 1 contracts 
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contrary becomes the foundation of ani^ofit^ abuft, and fc- 
clared enmity between neighbours, becaufe they have taken 
up* and differed abqut points wfeich none of them uaderftand r 
and in which they cannot fo ufe fully employ their time, as in 
cultivating rural peace and harmony amongft themfelvcs. 

My defigri in the effay I have the honour to fend you, h* 
to (hew the illiterate, and fuch whofe vocations will not 
allpw them tbe leiAjie to acquire true, political knowledge, 
that their ignor^nce/of the grand. ^prfncigJesu of civil govern- 
ment, and of political freedom, fhould imp ofe on them a 
modeft filence, becaufe 1>y con verfing freely and unguardedly 
en fuch important Tiibje<9ts,. when they know little or nothing 
about them, they cannot do any good ; and may throw out 
many things highly detrimental to fociety, as tending either 
taioflame the paiEoxis., .or diftmb the eepofe and tranquility of 
individuals. 

To the generous citizen y an<f men fcf refined fentiments* 
whofe minds have been cultivated by a liberal education, I 
fiatter myfelf, thefe my labours will not prove ufelefs. To 
them I recommend, the filencing all dabblers and fmatterers in 
politics, wh&'freciuent our coffee-feoufes, ao^ diftra$ fecjetie* 
of men affembled to pafs an agreeable evening together, by 
queftioningthem, in a mafterly manner, on the rudiments of 
pdKcy ; and if'they'caanbt give a. rational dedu&ion of the 
origin and firibprtndiples of the fciehce of politics, it may be 
fairly concluded, they are unqualified to judge of any public 
disputes 'depdndirt^; between adminiftration and the peopls -, 
and fame other fubje& may be decently propofed, as better 
adapted, to their capacities* and to the plan of making conver- 
fetion lively and entertaining by an agreeable variety* ia 
which every hian may bear a friendly part. 

The great lbrd BolingOToke in his letters to Mr. Pope, 
afferts that poiiiics may be termed tl%e>firft pfoilofophy $ and 
though this may admit of fome difpute, yet it will not be de- 
nied that the fcienceof government was one of the firft ftudies 
which engaged the attention of the learned. As a proof ef 
this, the moft ancient philosophers were all converfant in it, 
and many of thein are celebrated in hiftory as legiflators. 
From hence it appears, that it is no light or trifling matter to 
cbnverfe or write fenfibly on political fubjedis ; yet men of the 
moft uncultivated underftandings, and beardlefs youth, now 
affume the didfcatorial ftile in all companies, and venture to 
give a decifive opinion on all the public tranfa&ions of the 
Britiflhr government. t 

The freedom of the conflitution is pleaded as a warrant for 
this behaviour, and as it is not my intention to deprive my" 

countrymen 
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tttttttfxymtn of my of the privileges it allows, I (hall only 
*>eg leave to point out to them the origin of civil inftitutions ; 
and to ftate the arguments which have been brought in favour 
of the three grand fyftems of government which* have pre^ 
vailed in the world. To which I (hall add a (ketch of the 
hiftory of England, as an illuftrious example of national fpirit 
always exerting hfelf, and generally with fucc^fs, in favour of 
public liberty \ the influence of freedom on the temper and ge- 
nius of a people, and the remarkable correspondence of out 
national chara&er with the fyftem of government we hatfe ' 
chofen, will ftrike us with admiration as we proceed, and 1 
humbly conceive, throw a new light on fome of the political^ 
transactions of the prefent times. 

Though it evidently appears that only one fyftem of go- 
vernment took place in the earlieft age of mankind, whicjj 
was the patriarchal, or the government of families and tribe? 
toy one chief, ftiled the father of each ; yet no fooner did focj 7 
eties multiply, but they formed themfelves into different fetr 
tlemenis remote from each other, and their purfuits in life 
varying with time and circumftances, it became neceflary to. 
change their mode of government, and to adapt it to the dif- 
ferent fituations in which they happened to be placed ; ai\4 
the advantages they propofed to themfelves by particular" vie^rs, 
The ambitious, who were difpofed for war and conqueft, &<}• 
mired one form of government j thofe who were inclined t<j 
promote the arts of peace, and to cultivate commerce, gave 
the preference to another : and thus the elements of feveral po- 
litical fyftems were introduced into the world. Experience, 
gradually discovered the rmperfe&ions and excellencies of eiclj, 
rude model, and men of genius applying themfelves clofely tq 
the principles of found policy ; the refult of their ftudies wa$ f 
the eftabli(hment of three capital forms of government, cacl| 
of which has its zealous advocates ; and as all of them pre- 
vailed with fiiccefs in different ages, to compare the advafitage§ 
anddifadvantages of each of them, became a conftant fubje£$ 
of fpeculation and controverfy among the learned in fevera} 
countries, but particularly in Greece and its colonies, . in 
which the moft various learning prevailed. This ftudy is pe- 
culiarly adapted to the character of a Britifli feqator, yet hoip 
few take any pains to accomplifli themfelves by an early at- 
tainment of political knowledge! I lately found a paffage in 
the oldeft of the Greek hiftorians, where the contrail between 
Monarchy, Arijlocracy, and Democracy is fo ingeniously and (q 
concifely fupported, that I could not refift the temptation of 
extracting this ancient ftate of the argument for the public 
benefit, at a time when we are apt to entertain fuch vague 
% hl Z ideas 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



t *s* > 

i&W of government^; and are qontjnually loading the* pre/* 
With prolix difTertafions in behalf of tjie particular fy ft em wc 
have conceived to be the moft perfect. Indeed, fo much bas> 
been advanced lately in favour of republican forms, of govern- 
ment, that; if experience did not contradict it, we fbould be 
apt to conclude it impoflible to be free ajid happy under any, 
even the molt {united monarchy. 

We are told ay our author, that after the usurpation of the 



throne of Perfa 
fuccefsful confpir; 



the Magi was extinguiflied, the few, but 
tors, confulted together, in what manner 
they could beft di pofe of the vacant fovereignty. They were 
of different opinions about the moft eligible form of govern- 
ment; and the debate was carried on with great fpirit and 
good fenfe in the", following manner : 

*' Every principle and end of government, faid me* is fub- 
<c verted in an abfolute monarchy, whei;e the arbitrary will of 
c< the prince ufurps the place of laws. Suppofing him to be 
C( the moft virtuous of the human race, is not the pofleffion of 
c< Tuck unlimited power fufEcient to produce an entire change 
** in his fentiments and behaviour ? The affluence of prof- 
** perity will fpirit him up toinfoletjce, and yet the remainder 
f c of his natural fears will render him jealous of other men. 
<c Let it only be confidered what a train of unjuft actions may 
** flow from thefe two vices. If it be alledged that he, who 
* c hath abfolute dominion in. a ftate, can neither entertain 
*' envy nor jealoufy of men placed fo far below him, yet ex- 
Ci perience will (hew it to be quite otherwife ; and that the 
"good, or eminent qualities of fome of his fubje&s will often 
€C excite the monarch's envy, fo far as to incline him tojnake 
f * confidents of fuch as arc of a very oppofite character. And 
*' as, the grounds he hath for jealoufy are many, he will be 
*< jeaijy to take offence; whether men be fparing or lavifh of 
4 *. tKeir applaufe. But worfe confequcnces ftill are, to be 
<c dreaded from the paffionsand caprice of an arbitrary prince; 
y for what fecurity can a nation have againft his infringing 
* c ^the moft fundamental laws of fociety, and rapaci'oufly 
4< ftizing at pleafure, the lives and properties of his fubjects? 
"^ c On the contrary, when the fovereign power refutes in 
U. the people, a conftitution takes place truly noble, and 
€i founded on equal laws : by which pieans the outrages in- 
u evitable, under the government of a fingle perfon, art 
*< prevented. 

"In a commonwealth the public honours and offices are 

*< diftributed by lot, or. rotation. Every magiftrate hath only. 

€< a delegated power, for the excrcife of which he becomes 

** accountable. The wifdom of the ftate communicated in 

* ** public 
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f* public councils is rendered fubfervient to the public good 
?' and What government can be deemed To juft as a popular 
*' fyftem, fince the fourcc.of all power and privilege.is found 
*' in the people ? 

u I will allow, /aid another* that the lawlefs power of one 
(c perfon is an abfurd eftablifhment jnanyfta{e, but the fove- 
«' reignfy of the people is ftill more irratiqnal. For what is 
" fo void of understanding, and fo prone to infuk as the mul- 
" titude ? If the infolence of one perfon is to be dreaded and 
?' (hunned, how infupportable tnuft it appear in the licentious 
*' rabble ? The former hath, at leaft, the fenfe qf knowing 
" at what he aims, but the latter is incapable of any fort of 
" reflection. Sunk in ignorance, and wanting the means of 
*' inftru£tion, the populace can never difcern, either what is 
*< fit or honourable in the conduct of public affairs, but rufb 
t c On with a blind impetuofi^y, like a torrent f welled with the 
cc winter rain. If confufion and mifchief are to be introduced 
f into a ftate, the readied method of doing it is, to lodge the 
<c fupreine power in the hands of the common people. 

** A fenate, compofed of the grandees, hath the only juft 
*' title to fovereign. authority : by their knowledge and abili- 
" ties the honour and intereft of a nation mult be beft main- 
" tained. 

* 4 It is demonftrable, /aid a third, that the multitude are 
*< utterly incapable to bear rule. A government conftituted 
" of the nobles or chief men of a ftate is ^lfo liable to many 
"juft objections. Monarchy is undoubtedly preferable tot 
'.* both, as being more Ample in its form, and capable of 
«< exifting in greater perfection than either a commonwealth 
Ci or a,n Ariftocracy. A prince who has abilities and pene- 
" tration, will govern in fuch a manner as to remedy the 
" grievances, or prevent any complaints from his people. 
* c His councils will not be difclofcd to the fecre-t ox avowed 
** enemies of the ftate. 

*« Though in an Ariftocracy, the parts and induftry of many 
c< feem to be combined for the public feryice, yet the tie of 
" common intereft is not ftrong enough to refift the violence 
* c of private feuds and animofities, which never fail to break 
" out in fuch a conftitution. ' For by' every one's afpiring to 
V become a leader, and to give the tone to the fuff rages of the 
" fenate, inveterate refentments are kindled, feditions arife, 
* c maffacres and anarchy follow j and neceffity reduces the 
** unhappy people to fubmit to the dominion of a fmgle perfon 
< c not elected by them, but aflVming the fole authority by 
f J ufurpation. 
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** In a Democracy a {pirit of detraction and malice unwer- 
sc fally prevails. The management of public affairs is made 
* c the fabjeft of reproach and obloquy : and fecret cabals are 
" formed for the invention and propagation of open calumnies 
<c againft the ftate j thefe private meetings beget confidence 
4< and' fricndfhip, which being cemented by the commu- 
* c nication of the complaints and difguft of individuals againft 
«* the public rulers, they at length ripen into defperatc plots 
** and confpiracies. 

* "In this extremity the people have no other refource but to 
f devolve the power of protecting them upon fame one man, 
4 < who, being, fuccefsful, becomes their idol, afld confe- 
*' quently their monarch. But to conclude the argument : 

44 The abilities of a fingle perfon have generally procured 
** the greateft blcfitngs and advantages to a people; and few 
«* nations there are that boaft of public liberty, but have owed 
** it to theheroifm of ibme illuftrious chief." 

When the arguments for Monarchical or Democratical 
government are, in fuch a fpeculative way, weighed andcan- 
vafled, they appear fo equally balanced,, that cool and im- 
partial reafon muft hefitate, and be at a lofs to decide which 
of them merits the preference.. It is obfervaMe, however, 
that the par tifans of Monarchy, both ancient and modern, 
have cpnfidered party-fpirit, fa&ioa and popular tumults, as 
the greateft bane to the felicity of government, and have 
maintained that the perfe&jon of policy confift* in guarding 
againft any tendency to fuch diforders. 

The favourers of Democracy, on the contrary, are inclined 
to make light of thofe inconveniences, or to look upon than 
as neither fo repugnant to the nature of government, nor ib 
pernicious in their effefts, as an unlimited fubje&ion to the 
arbitrary will and pleafure of a fingle perfon. It muft there- 
fore be, by an appeal to the hitlory and experience of mankind 
that we muft form our judgment, whether greater national 
*?vils have been produced by the tyranny of princes, or the 
faftions of republics* After the mod induftrious collation of 
fads, and examining all that the learned have advanced upon 
this. topic, we are obliged to conclude, that the Democratical 
fyftepn'. has fucceeded beft in fome countries, and the Monar- 
chical in others,. Therefore we need not wonder that the, 
ftanda/d of policy in different parts of the world, has, in fefl, 
been regulated by the particular genius, temper and fixation 
of the people, rather than by any fpeculative principles of 
government, which are too abftra&ed in their own nature, 
and too variable in their influence to affcjdt * the bufk of 
mankind. 

The 
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The political Contraft, which appeals between the nation* 
of Europe and thofe of Afia> cannot well be accounted for in 
any other way but by allowing that the genius and temper of 
mankind is extremery different in the various regions of the 
earth ; and that the operation of phyfical caufes muft hate 
concurred to produce this diftin&ion of fentiments which has 
fo generally been obtained. 

ft fhould feem that the people inhabiting the warm and mild 
climates of the eaft and fouth > prefer indolence and quiet to all 
other confederations : and rather than be a£Uve in the main- 
tenance of their natural rights, tamely fuhmit, upon any.toie* 
fable prdfpefl of prefent fafcty and prote^kion, to bear the 
yoke of abfolute government* Content with the hare necefc 
faries of life* and more afraid of toil than poverty, they chat* 
fcnge not thfc authority of their rulers, nor are they felicitous 
in examining upon what foundation the public intereft ftands. 

But the northern nations, bred in a (harper air, and a more 
penurious foil, are rendered vigorous in body and mind : en- 
tcrprizing and bh]d, they grafp whatever ferves as a provifion 
againft want. What they gain by laborious induftry, they 
are. anxious to fecure, -and dread even the reftraints of civil 
government, unlefs the protection and fafety of the perfonr 
and property of individuals be made a public concern* 

The "genius of the European nations, from the caufes al- 
ready affigned, appears to ftand in dire& oppofition to de- 
fpotifm : and all its 'governments partake in a greater or left, 
jdegree of the fpirit of public liberty. Abfolute, unlimited 
arbitrary power, drefled in its ancient garb of ferocity ami 
barbarity, will not now be endured in any of them ; for even 
in Mufcovy, according to Montefquieu, feveral efforts have 
been made to emerge from defpotifm. But the fluctuation of 
manners, divifions about fyftcms of policy and religion : the 
advancement of arts, navigation and commerce ; and the in* 
trodu&ion of wealth and luxury have concurred to operate 
amaxing changes in the political ftate of Europe. Some, 
nations, from having revived the ancient fpirit of liberty in alt 
its force, have, by effeminacy and the corruption of riches, 
been thrown back again, almoft to the verge of ancient defpo- 
tifm ; while others, by modifying the principles of the three 
fyftems of government, have happily extra&ed the effence of 
each, and formed a plan in which their natural genius for 
liberty correfponds with the public intereft— and yet ir not 
incompatible with either the regal authority, or the democratic 
powers. Great Britain and Holland furnifli two jemarkable 
inftahces of a fuccefeful modification of the ancient fyftems of 
policy, fo as to afford the fulleft enjoyment of civil liberty — 

from 
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front adopting fome; varying others, ahd reje&ing many or* 
the principles of Monarchy, Ariftocracjr and Democracy: 

The eftablifbment of the hereditary ftadtholderfhip, the al- 
lowing titles and diftin£Hons of nobility, together withcertairt 
conftitutional forms of law and judicature, make the govern* 
ment of Holland partake of fome of the properties of Monarchy 
and Ariftocracy, and forbid us to ftile it a republic, formed 
|ike thofe of ancient Greece, on the principles of virtue and 
heroifm, yet we cannot deny that a genuine fpirit of liberty* 
adapted to the commercial genius of the inhabitants is inter- 
woven into the Dutch fyftem of policy. 

As for Great Britain it has puzzled the beft. political writers * 
to £nd out a proper denomination for its complex form of 
government. By feme it has been filled the Gothic balance* 
by others a mixed monarchy ; but moft have agreed $ that 
though they could not give it a proper, name, yet its conftitu- 
tion was fuperlatively excellent, retaining the advantages; 
and rejecting the disadvantages of each of the three general 
fyftems of policy : and, at the fame time, keeping in view 
the chief end of all, civil inftitutions— *' The providing for 
* 4 the fecurity, eafe and welfare of the individual, by the 
**. wifdom and integrity of the community." 

Upoa this grand principle all the ftruggles againft the en*- 
eroachments of the fovereign power 4 vcfted in one perfohj 
ought to proceed $ and many of the periods of the Englifh 
htftory demonftrate, that when the defence of the public pri- 
vileges of the people againft notorious violations of them, has 
been die fole motive to an oppofition of the royal authority* 
the honeft purfuit has been always crowned with . fuccefs 3 
but when the ambition or avarice of fa&ious leaders, or a 
ireftlefs* diffatisfied temper in the people* impatient of rule* 
and thirfting for change, has given birth to fedition and infur* 
re&ion, the fovereign has generally prevailed* and in the end 
rendered himfelf more arbitrary, on the ruin of thefe partial 
oppofitions. ' 

Before the reformation the people of England appear to 
have blended together the defence of public rights, and the 
difputes about the lineal fuccefiion of their kings. And 
whenever a controverted title made it neceflary for the prince: 
upon the throne to recommend his government to the appro- 
bation of the people, the public voice never failed to tcftify 
how much more deeply affecled they were by a concern for 
liberty than by any other political tie, and therefore fome im-> 
portant recognition of national privileges was always obtained^ 
as the price of maintaining the pretentions of the reigning 
tr^narch againft his, competitors* 
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In this manner Were many of the principal line* of public 
freedom marked out ; but ftill the privileges of the people 
reftbd ohiv on fhefe temporary conceffions ; and the rifing: 
fdrrti <tf p&blic -liberty was liabfc to be defaced by the extend- 
ed Ttrtn of ¥8yahy which retained a defpetic power. But ai - 
fbfcn as that flgrcal change in the eft*Mifli«d fyftemof jeligfof* 
took place, the progrefs of literature wa£ favoured 5 and free- 
dom of inepiiryand debate both in religious and 'political mat-' 
ters being. trigoroufly exerted, gave birth to new ideas: It was 
fcrbn difcoVeted that the liberty tranfmitted from their ariceftor* 
Was precarioas, from its not being reducible to a regular fyf-» 
rem. Popular privileges began now to be converted into con- ' 
ft it oJ: tone I claims.; The crown, in opposition to the enlarged 
intelligence of the people, fenced itfelf tound with all (iidi 
obfolete ftattrtes and ufages as exhibited the moft exalted no* 
turns of the rbya! authority. But the fame good underfta&U 
ing, now-left at liberty to range through the fields of fcience^ 
which hadofjened their eyes to the religious flarfery in wbieh 
they had teen held by bigotry and fuperftitionj enabled them 
to emrifafge rtiore diftinflfly the falfe pageantry of monarchy^ 
iand to ftripit of fome of the high phrrnes of prerogative, with 
which it had been decorated originally by the people. The 
prince and people having thus contracted a mutual Jeateufy 
of each other's pretenfions^—parties on each fide were gra- 
dually formed out of thefe distentions. The friends of royalty 
fbanded forth, in the moft pompous manner the higfh prefoj- 
gatfves <rf the fovereign. • The popular advocates as warmljr 
contended for ' the tights of the people ; and tamftrued every 
tlrghteiferrfonofthe regal power into an intolerable grievancfe 
&nd oppreffion. The flame was ftrfothered for a longtime, 
tift J at length 00* parties being ripe fdr a£Kon, it burft forth 
in the reign of a prince whoHv.as unfortunately difpofcd to 
ttakb his crown and life On the chance of the die,* refolyingto 
hazard all in fupport of the royal prerogative, againft a ped* 
pte equally determined to facrHice their lives and fortunes-, in 
defendhig and firrttfy fecuring, to after ages' What they noW 
•claimed as" Inherent rights. The progrefs of this contention, 
4angbtf6rtHt cahte to extremities, bears a ftriking reien>- 
Mance to *the prefeht tirries in fome inftances, and differs as- 
Widely in others. Parliaments were no fooner met in thehc- 
girifning of OtotfleVs troubles, than they entered upon tr&c-ional 
grrevamres; ar/d'fpbke kytfcHy of ascertaining public privi- 
ieges, i l riftead%f tailing fuppltefc. The conduxS of our par- 
liament is the very rcverft, for the fovereign arid his mirrif- 
terk 4iave 6rtiy te all:, and they are fare to 'obtain immenfe 
fums^^no* alteration therefore in favour of any popular claims 
Vol. VIII. Mm can 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( a6 4 ■> 
can be expeded, for prerogative holds the fword and the 
purfe, both of which are furnilhed by the representatives of 
{he. people. 

But our hiftorians record, that the court in the reign of 
Charles the Firft, being provoked, could not forbear menaces 
and infults. And that the people being incenfed at many in- 
fufferable reftraints on civil liberty, and by feveral outrages, 
which royal authority endeavoured to juftify or palliate, the 
breach was daily widened by well grounded apprehenfions of 
fome more grofs and violent defigns againft public freedom, 
fill at length the public vengeance was rouzed to that pitch, 
that no parleys, expedients, or even conceflions availed to re- 
move the growing diforder of the ftate. The tragedy that 
followed is but too well known, and fhould make people very 
cautious how they grow warm in political debates, and on 
what grounds they interfere in ferious contefts between the 
prince and the people. For the horrors of civil war, weighed 
in the fcale with flight grievances will bear no proportion, 
better therefore to bear the lefler, than bring on the greater 
evil. Cool reafoning and a candid reference to the hiftory 
and experience of paft times, are the only arms we ought to 
41 fe while any hopes of reconciliation and reformation remain. 
The fate of Charles may be properly urged as an antidote 
againft the poifpn of prerogative principles. And the fubfe- . 
quent anarchy and confu'fion of the ftate, as a leflbn to re- 
publican zealots, who may learn from it, how ncceffary it is 
to be well affured of fetting a country free from all oppreffors, 
and of fecuring the liberties of the people on a firm bafis, be- 
fore they talk fo' freely of violent meafures againft govern- 
ment. How eafy it is to remove one tyrant, to make room 
lor another, may be feen in the hiftories of Charles Stuart 
and Oliver Cromwell. The fhort- lived power of the latter 
died with him, its image juft appearing arid vanifliing in his 
fucceflbr. 

The attachment to kingly government fo ftrongly marked 
in the annals of Great Britain, and demonftrated at no period 
in fo fingular a manner as at the reftoration^ (when men were 
fo intoxicated as to facrifice the greateft part of their privileges 
to a weak, debauched, daftardly monarch, after having cut 
each others throats, and brought his father to the block, to 
preferve them.) is another lecture proper to be read to thofe 
who, depending on the clamours of an inconftant multitude, 
are but too apt to think our form of government might be 
changed or new modelled at pleafure. 

The revival of attempts to reflrain the liberty of the fubjeft, 
and to extend the prerogative under James the Second, may 
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be produced as a counterpart to the foolifh fondnefs for roy- 
alty fhewn in the preceding reign. And finally, the laft glo- 
rious revolution in this country, may be brought in proof of 
the following hiftorical truth : " That in all the revolutions 
" that have happened in England, the balance has always 
" preponderated on the fide of popular liberty $" and with 
more efficacy in the laft than in any other. 

To this memoir we may annex a remark, by way.of fup- 
plement : " That nothing can be more idle than to ima- 
" gine that this country will ever be converted to an abfolute 
<c monarchy, or that a certain fpecies of it, will not be jfb 
" difagreeable or inconvenient in this free Hate, as is com- 
" monly reprefented." 

To filence the herd of northern advocates for this opinion, 
who are perpetually inftilHng thefe notions into the minds of 
youth, and often venture to broach them in pamphlets and 
efiays— let it be confidered that a certain caft of manners and 
chara&er is acquired by every people, from the particular 
fpecies of government to which they have been accuftomed. 
For as. there rouft be fome leaning or tendency of the national 
fpirit and temper towards a political fyftem before it is efta- 
Miihed in any country, fo, by a reciprocal operation, the na- 
ture of government being once fixed, contributes to regulate 
and confirm the fentiments and manners of the people. The 
natural genius of a nation accuftomed to freedom, (hoots out 
it? various fhapes and appearances, which abfolute monarchy 
cannot permit. Befides, a fuppofed tranfition from a ftate of 
public freedom to that of fubje&ion to arbitrary power, muft 
always carry with it the complicated idea of reftraint, vio- 
lence, and compulfion, as alfo the notion of fuffering or 
diftrefs, which is naturally entertained by a people, on the 
view of changing a free for an abfolute government. 

This reafoning cannot be better confirmed than by a paflage 
in Voltaire's Ami Machi cruel. " We know of fome nations in 
Europe, that have (hook off the yoke of their tyrants, and 
eftabliftted a fort of independence, but we know, of none who, 
from being free, have fubjefled themfelves to a voluntary 
fervitude. For even the Danes> in furrendering their liber- 
ties did no more than prefer one matter to many : they made 
their foverei^n abfolute with no other view, but to deliver 
themfelves from the tyranny and oppreffion of the nobles." 

It is likewife obferved, that, from the effect of our climate, 
an uneafy melancholy which agitates the mind, and renders it 
eafily fufceptible of vdifguft, is very prevalent. To a people 
who have fuch a bias in their natural temper, a fyftem of po- 
litical liberty is congenial j and therefore any revolution that 
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cau fed a deviation from it, would prove more fliocking and 
infupportable to them, than to a nation vvhofe natural com- 
plexion is the reverfe. As the diara&eriftic gaiety and ver- 
satile fpirit of the French cannot be imitated in this ifiand, 
we muft degenerate far more than they have done, and fink 
to the lowed degree of credit and reputation before a change 
of government can hope for the leaft fucceft with us, which 
i$ founded <Jn any arbitrary fyftem like theirs, how moderate 
or mild foever it may be accounted. If the principles I have 
advanced in this effay, and the remarks I have made on the 
kiftory of our country be juft, we have very littje to appre- 
hend at prefent from any fchemes of the court ; -and therefore 
we cannot be too temperate in our animadverfion$ on political 
fubjefts. Not that our national attachment to our conftttu- 
tion fhould be fuffered to grow faint and languid, tfeat lauda* 
ble jealoufy of public adminiftration, which civil liberty in- 
spires, fliould be encouraged, but we fhould be careful not to 
(endanger the very exiftence of that conftitufiott, by confpir- 
ing to fwell the catalogue of public grievances, or Ihewing a 
ditpofitioft to proceed to extremities, before we ^are certain 
that the vitals of liberty are really mortally attacked. I ap- 
prehend the wounds hitherto d if covered are bpt (kin-deep, 
and that if we do not irritate them by improper cauftics, they 
will heal of themfelves, and a mod cordial reconciliation take 
place between the friends of the prince, and the popular Sup- 
porters of the fundamental rights and privileges of the people. 
This, Sir, as was elegantly hinted lately on another occa- 
fion, is a confummation devoutly to be wiflied j and I fhall 
think myfelf very happy if the publication of the fenttments 
of an independent country gentleman, through the channel 
of yourufefulRegifter, contributes in any meafure to' bring 
it about. 

Salifiury, April 18. 1771. HORTENSIUS. 

To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

Obfirvaticns en the, Liberty of the Prefs and Party Writings, 

.SIR, 

SQ many excellent things have been faid and done in fupport 
of tbaj; ineftimable privilege, the liberty of the prefs, that 
nothing need be added, either to point put its importance, to 
enforce itsMtility, or to animate the people of this nation to 
be ftrenuou6 ip preferving and tranfmitting it inviolate to the 
next generation. But while this glorious right has been 
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maintained on that firth bafts of public fpirit, which is our 
grand characteristic, little or no juftice has been done to the 
other fide of the queftion^ and the ftumeful Ucentigufntfs of 
the prefs t hrts almoft pafled unnoticed. The fubject being 
unpopular, f$w writers have ventured to take it up j and 
fhofe that have favoured the public with their fentiments en 
this evil, finding thenafelves branded with the opprobrious 
epithets of mercenary hirelings— flaves to a junto— and tools 
to a corrupt adminiftration, foon gave up the difpute; and 
were ne more beard of* The channel likewifc to writings of 
this caft is not free and open, as it is to the writers in de~ 
fence of the prefe : few, if any of our news-paper managers 
will permit the infertion of letters on that abufe of the liberty 
erf the prefs, of which they are fo frequently guilty, either 
for interefted motives, or through inadvertency. To whom 
then, Sir, are the aggrieved to fly for redrefs : you will tell 
me the laws are open, and a Britifl* jury will not fail to 
a wa*d proper damages, where perfonal injury is fuftained ei- 
ther in reputation or prqperty, from the publication of flander 
or falfehood ; but beftdes my having an infuperable averfton 
to the chicane and delays of lawyers, you will give me leave 
to tell you, there are fome injuries done to individuals, by 
the publication of falfehood, againft which even this door to 
reparation ii effectually feut. This is the cafe when falfe re- 
ports are fpread concerning public bodies and focicties of men, 
in whale truft and management individuals have depofited all, 
or the greateft part of their property. It is no eafy matter to 
move a public company to profecute the publisher of falfe 
news, and the attack being general ; aimed at the whole ; 
the individual, who is nolefs a fufferer in his peace of mind, 
9-nd perhaps in his eftate, is precluded, by this fituation of the 
affair, from profecuting for his particular damage. 

As my complaint, Sir, is of a very ferious nature, and I 
have reafon, from your profeffed candour and impartiality, to 
believe you will communicate it to the public, J rnuft requeft 
you to permit me to* preface it, with fome curibry remarks on 
the too general ftate of the prefs, with refpe# to public af-? 
fairs. I live at fome diftance from the capital of this great 
kingdom, and moft folemnly proteft to you that I have nq 
connexion direct or indirect with adminiftration,' or oppofi- 
tion. I take in the newsi-papers regularly for. my amufement 
and information, being a fincere wdl-wiiher to my country, 
I rejoice when we are at peace with our neighbours ; and all 
is quiet at homer— but when rumours of war, or civil difcord 
threatens tfic ftate, my- mind is ruffled, I cannot enjoy that 
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heart-felt iatisfadion in my rural retirement, which my 
brcaft glows with, when I am allured that the glory, renown, 
and profperity of Great Britain is firmly maintained both at 
home and abroad by the wifdom of her councils ; and that 
her fubjefls are univerfally cement and happy. I leave you 
to judge then, what mutt be my fenfations on difcovering, 
that intelligence y which has made my blood run cold, and 
has thrown me almoft into a ftatc of defpondency for the fate 
of my country, has proved to be only a lying invention, a 
cunning device, to anfwer fome party purpofe, o^ fome lucra- 
tive view. Can you fuppofe, Sir, that when fome rival 
printer informs me, his competitor inferted fitch and fitch a 
paragraph, as founded in truth, when he knew it was fabri- 
cated by the leaders of a particular party, only to embarrafs 
the miniftry, or made up in Change- alley to alter the prices 
of flocks, it is poffible for me to give the preference to mo- 
dern liberty, compared, in fome refpe&s, with that of an- 
cient times. No, Sir, however unfafhionable and unpopular 
it may appear, I muft confefs to you, that I have often rnoft 
earneftly wifhed for the revival of the XXVIHth law of Al- 
fred the Great, which was made againft public defamers, or 
ipreaders of falfe news— " It ordains, that fuch an one, bc- 
" ing convi&ed, fhould fuffer no lefs punishment, than the 
** cutting out of his tongue, except he redeem it by paying 
" the value of his head ; and even then he was afterwards to 
€i be efteemed of no credit."— -In thofe days they were de- 
famers, or fpreaders of falfe news by word of mouth, in ours 
it is chiefly by writing, I fhould therefore fuppofe that the 
hand would be the member to undergo the punifliment, on 
the principle of Alfred's law. 

With refpefl: to minifters of ftate, I do not think it*at all 
neceflary to revive this law, for they have a thoufand ways of 
perfecuting the poor devils of printers for defaming them ; 
but when individuals are wounded through the fides of go- 
vernment, and more mifchief is done to a quiet, inoffenfivc 
fubje&, no way interefted in the party difputes of the times, 
by a tingle paragraph in fhe news-papers, than by a fingle 
highwayman on the road, I can find no juftice or equity in 
taking away the life of the one, and fuffering the other to 
efcape with impunity. Yet ftrange as it may appear to you, both 
thefe events have happened to me, much againft my will, at 
different periods of my life. Some years fince I was robbed by an 
highwayman of an old filver watch of little value, with three 
guineas and fome filver, as I was going to Market : the fame 
day he was taken for another robbery, and on my appearing 
*nd claiming my watch found upon him, I was bound over 
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to profecute— the event was, that be fuffered death by the 
laws of his country. But it is not a month fince I was rob- 
bed of above one hundred pounds (privately ftole from my 
perfon) by a public defamer, or fpreader of falfe news ; who 
dared to allure the public in general, op the commitment of the 
worthy lord mayor and his brother alderman to the Tower, that 
this event had fo deeply affefted vaft numbers of perfons of 
property, that they were determined to fell out immenfe fums 
from the public funds— that there would be a very great run 
at the Bank — that they would be obliged to pay in filver, as 
an expedient to prevent flopping payment ; and that bank 
notes would be at a difcount. Though greatly alarmed at 
this intelligence, I quietly fmoaked my pipe, went about my 
nfual bufinefs, though not with alacrity, and thinking it the 
duty of an honeft man, to conceal fuch difmal nefrs from 
my neighbours^ I put the paper in my pocket, refuting to 
lend it, as was my ufual method, and refolved to wait the 
iflue of next poft, when I hoped the ftorm would be blown 
over, and 4 the good magistrates be releafed from their confine- 
ment. But what was my aftonifhment upon reading in the 
enfuing paper, that the run upon the Bank was actually be- 
gun. I now thought it high time to faddle my nag, and re- 
pair tofLondon, a place I had not vifited fince the time that 
1 had d^pofited great part of the profits of my honeft induftry 
in ; trade, in Bank ftock. You may be afTured 1 loft no time, 
ruminating, however, as I purftn-d my journey, on the feem.- 
ing abfurdity* that public credit, (hquld be endangered, and men 
( be induced, tq Remove their property from the funds, barely on 
account of .a^conteft about privilege, between the houfe of 
common? and two of their Own body. To make (hort of my 
ftory, op : my arrival at* the- great city, I went to. the houfe of 
an old fellow-citizen, who not having feen me for fflanyyears, 
exgrefled uncommon furprize at this fudden, unnoticed vifit-— 
and methought I wa$ introduced to the family as a wild bcaifc, 
or-ft, Hottentot, and* truly, Sir, in that light, they appeared 
to fie. If the alteration in. my perfon and drefs, fince I left 
the warehouse, and commenced what is called, gentleman 
.farmer, feemed ftrange to my old friend, it was no lefs fo to 
^me, when I found a fmall- filk rofe, a kind of baftard bag, 
t pendant to the wig of a man of near feventy, in the place of 
venerable filver locks, or of a full, bottom, grave, manlv or- 
nament to hoary age. As to the towering cauliflower heads 
of his daughters, I will not attempt a description of them, 
nor yet of the frized and pafted pate of his eldeft fpn, which 
.1 wifh I had never feen, — for having Imparted to young hope- 
ful, my bufinefs to London, he informed me that his father 
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kntw nothing of public affairs, and had alrfroft given tfver 
the trouble of all bufmets and thought, b^t that- of retiring 
and enjoying repofe in the country. The good oW man, net 
contradi&ins tW aflertion*. and it bbing his uf*a4 fcjOuif of re- 
tiring to reft, I prevailed, with the young gentian**** after 
Aauch Intteaty, to fit an hour with me* inftead of repairing to 
an affignation he (aid he had On his hands, but he was tired bf 
the puK% ond-did not mind giving it up far a riighuo oblige 
me. Then prodding niy fatal paper, I aflced htfc Opinion 
, how I Ihould aflw-Serl out-^fell out-^we are ettiowgrft and 
fold, byG-s wet>e all.the articulate found* I ctfttW^gOfcfrcrtt 
him for a fewnawnutes> during which he continued to report 
them. At length h$ confirmed all my fear*, <gaye me -to un* 
derftand wfc Were totally undone ond that he would be the 
happieft *i>*n* who {heuld hold his purfe ready in fcis hand to 
depart for foiae other oouAtryv Wlien this d ,» *< <6 fiofcr of -cor-* 
ruption, this wlUved country-, was tearing to pfeces with ci* 
vil wars in defence of the juft. rights of the ptopfe. Ltttie 
fufpe&ing the integrity of the ftm and heir of thy* friend, I 
followed his -advice the ve*y nejtt- niorriing, fold Ouf my all ; 
and had not b*en m poffeffion of r*y m&ney twenty-four hours; 
before I read in the daily papers, acknowledgments of their 
having been impofed upon in copying fuch intoHrgei^e from 
*n tuning fwpvr, and contradicting the falfe report with an air' 
af Authority: The young g&rtflem an- being g*me w> 'CJuaigc, 
I (hewod ttiifc fre^h intelligence to his father,, a* the fatjne time 
infarMng him wkat J had don£ : h*, with, the cool indift 
ferefceeotf <a d^iHtated old. matt', Who feernetHtylrVc^ only to 
cat, drinks irtd drefs,. to$\t2Lfo\lm fitfliioft4Me»grown gtti*- 
tlftmen and kd*eV~hi« -fan krf* his daugbters^teid**rrie*lii5 
fen wae flathef too fcaAy and tob jhOfe, finee fefe hiad belonged 
ao * * * foctety, *f*d had beef* proprietor <tf '«h evening; paw 
-perw-namirig tfcfe very paper that was t»hfe fctrrce^Pmyatorot 
~that he was afraid' I was wrongs and ftmfaded*rne.of aiio*- 
ther.antiomfrie-nd^o^-neighbburi v Wh6(t-6pi«ioflk bfcMrifted 
I had'tirittfrw- feidgifc£, tfoaitMt -Wight *A?b€ foci lite to*r*r> 
tify a ifr'rftakfc, I eailed on r#y <}\rt#*d&rn rieSgh&btiri \kbk> was 
•Hill the plain, Ample, honeft; frugal dtwen I hfcd formerly 
ijftownhim. He did not « find-mo -fo much -rfltterfedy aainy 
tothefr friend's family had -done, *»d after* frtrgiil -repafr, Hi 
the oW Englifli way., I broke 5 toy bufir**fe to him ; hut never 
did I bcfhold f*ch expreffiofls 'of' edited ^tt^.'arid rtfentftferrt 
-feared on «a toi<rfcmchely brow— ^^ength^rec^veringiihirfeff, 
-See* tfaid ho, the fcffe& ef-dur doriidftiic feud* and anirnofltfcs 
—neither The partifenb of the cocrit nor of trre pebpfle fttck at 
any falfebood *o accoiwpVHh: their private ^xfewi^«-you««re 
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abufed, injured, and, if we lofe tirrie* perhaps left wtthftut 
a remedy— I refpe& my neighbour — but as for .his fon, he 
deferves puniftuneat, the puppy never ftudied a- page of 
Locke, Sidney* or any of the great writers* on government, 
and yet he decides with arbitrary pofitivenefe on the fete of 
kingdoms, on the great events of war and peace, and on. the 
conduct of adminiftration. The funds neither ate, nor can 
he materially affected by any of our domeAic contentions ; a 
fmall ' fluctuation indeed any idle rumour will effe&, and if 
you fuffer a little by your credulity, it will ferve to make 
you more cautious in trufting to news*paper intelligence for 
the future* In fine, Sir, my good friend got my money re- 
inftated the ne*t morning, but the difference of price* bro- 
kerage, and the expences of my journey, amounted to a loft 
of above one hundred pounds. However, before I left Lon- 
don I gained confiderable experience, of the. ways of men 
concerned in political contefts ; and my deliverer from falfe 
fears, furntfhed me with fome observations on party writings, 
which have dwelt, upon my mind ever iince, and I realty 
think them fo juft and pertinent, that they ought not to die 
with two old men, I have therefore fent them to you, in 
hopes you prill ufber them to the prefs. . 

" One particular confideration fliould accompany all the 
" actions of men-— they fliould be ftri&ly m$ral> efpecialW 
" where fuch actions affect others— more (6^ if- they affect 
" many, and above till, if they affecl fociety in general. 
cc And as all writings, which are addreffed to the public, 
" (land in this predicament,' it is greatly incumbent on the au*- 
" thors,„as honeft men and good citizens, to take care that 
<c what they write be dictated by truth and candour j and 
" that it, be ufeful and important. This is the purpofe, and 
" moral end of writing, and all well-difpofed men will reli- 
€C gioufly obferve it, if they do not, moft afluredly they can* 
«*- not merit the glorious title of patriots." 

«* This rule* which is certainly a very good one, is too lift* 
tie regarded, fo far from it, that it is moft commonly violated 
or negle&ed, efpecially in party-writings* which, inftead of 
initru&ing the ignorant, and doing public good— too often 
miflead our judgments— -mifreprefent public characters, fal- 
sify fa&s, and promote popular injuftice and mifchief. In* 
deed, during the "warm contention of two parties, it is almoft 
impoffible to nieddle with either, and yet pleafe both, The 
very term'£*rfy implies partiality in fubftance as well as in 
found. If ypu fay, that they &rfc both wrong, even where 
they are fo moft apparently, you offend both. If you vindi- 
cate one, though upon the heft grounds, you difoblige the 
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other. ' For reafon and truth are not the ftahdarcU of thelf 
opinions of each other. Tbofe whom we wifh to be always 
"in the wrong, we are ready to believe are fo.; aftd therefore 
are not very willing to own, even when we know it to be fb« 
that they are in the tight. When therefore this party-fyirtc 
• prevails 1 , which is often propagated by immoral writings, it 
is a difficult and perhaps an unacceptable talk to attempt t*> 
reftore mutual peace and charity, with the exercife of calm 
reafon, arid the love of truth— fcmt it is an undertaking wor- 
thy of the beft endeavours of a true patriot. 
', ** Party is apt to raiie the paffions, and to keep them conti-» 
Dually awake, 'and when men are inflamed they are not fo 
well qualified to reafon as to rail, and hence it ai ifofr that party- 
writings are generally malevolent, fierce, arid venomous, 
charged with grofs abufe of perfons, and fcandaloos mifrepre- 
fentations of facts ; not calculated to convince opponents, but 
to mortify and provoke them ; nor yet to inform the people, 
but on the contrary, to incenfe, and frighten them. What 
can be more immoral than the fcope of fuch writings. Whit 
more difhoneft and contemptible— the whole oi* chief merit of 
themcorffittiitgin propagating deceit andinjufiice^— in raifing 
falfe alarms, and impofing on popular credulity. It is tod 
wonder then that fuch writings, though they may prevail and 
be popular for a time, fink into oblivion, as foon as the crifu 
which gave birth to them is over. 

. _** Writings which meddle with public affairs, fliould pro- 
ceed on a principle as wide and JifFufive as the public to 
whom they'are addrefled. Men of fenfe Avill never believe 
that fuch as defcend to invective and perfonalities, or to fla- 
grant untruths, can be intended for the public good. Public 
fpirit confiders nothing but what bears relation to the public j 
•and it is both neediefs and ridiculous to enter into perfonali- 
ties, where a man's public actions arc fuffidcrit to condemn 
him. If the punifhment of public guilt be all that' is aimed 
at, why ; fhould'he be attacked in his per fon or private affairs, 
Which have no connection with his public tranfdctions. 

m If the morality of writings were obferved, how much evil 
ufouTd it not prevent, and what great advantages might we 
not expect to derive from it: It would, in a great meafure, 
reftore tranquility to the nation, and greatly promote peace^ 
charity, and honefty among private people. Nothing can bfc 
more cowardly or roguifli, thin for a man to fit fafely and co- 
vertly in his clofet, and from thence, as from a citadel, af- 
fault mankind with the miflitfe vyeapons of flander and detrac- 
tion. It is a further aggravation of this bafenefs, wherj its- 
plan is to raife popular di (contents and to excite tumult artd 
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f^dition, Trqe-patnotifm abhors fuch cOndu£^, and, if pro* 
perly attended -to, would prevent it. 

U There is a natural rectitude in the mind of every honeft 
man, which biaffes him in favour of truth and juftice and aft 
abhorrence of falfchood. And. the fame integrity and purity 
pf foul, which determines a man to be juft in his private 
dealings, will influence and direct his public conduct ; i% will 
make him as tender of injuring the chara&er and mifrepre- 
fertting the actions pf public men, as he would be of aflault- 
ing or hurting his private neighbour. Let all party-writers 
and their performances therefore be tried by this teft— and 
wherever we detect falfehood, let us conclude whether the 
writer be a Juki us or a Johnson— an EnglKhman or a Scot 
t— he can neither be an honeft man, nor a found patriot, 

I am yours, 

AN HONEST YORKSHIRES AN. 
Boroughbridge* jfpril 22, 1771? t 

i\ S. I apprehend no news-paper will purloin tbis letter 
from you, though I obferve they have often borrowed, what 
I think without vanity J may fay is not to be compared with 
it, for public utility. As to the drefs of it, it is plain and 
homely as the writer* 



TpoupHTs upon Annual Parliaments, 

' / An Extrafi f 

IN, all free governments there. ever were, and ever will be 
parties : We find that Sparta, Rome^ Athens, and all 
the Greek colonies in Afia Minor, had their Ariftocraticai 
and Democratical parties ; while the only con teft among the 
fubje&s of the kings of Perfia was, who fhould be the gnateji 
Jlaves. The truth is, different underftandings, different edu-^ 
cations, and different attachments, muft neccflarily produce 
different ways of thinking every where; but thefe will fljew 
themfelyes in free governments only, becaufc there only they 
can fhew themfclves with impunity. ^Hpweuer it w*s up£ 
the exiftence oif the two parties I have mentioned, that de*> 
ftroyed the liberties of any of thofe .cities, but the occa~ 
fional extin&ion of one of them, by the fuperiority the other, 
had gained over it : and, if we ever (hould be fo unhappy as 
%o Jifcve the balance between the orders deftroyed, and that 
any one of the three (hould utterly extinguiih the other two* 
£he#ame of a party would, from that moment, be unknowa 
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in England, *nd* we fhouW unanimoufly agre** in being 
Haves to the conqueror. 

Parties, therefore, are ndt only the effe&, but the fiipptrt 
of liberty : I do not at all wonder that they are perpetually 
exclaimed at by thojje in fowet : they may have, fomctime*, 
reafon to be difetishcd with- the parties themfelves, but have* 
much more to be fo with the heads of them* for tbefc are 
properly their rivals. The bulk of the party aims, generally, 
at no more than a reformation of what they think an abufe 
of power ; the others, at the power itfelf, without confider-r 
ifig the abufe, unlefs it be to continue it : the party quarrels 
with things, and the leader* with perfons ; consequently, a 
change of meafures may appeafe the firfi\ but nothing left 
than a change of mjnitlers can fatisfy the lajl. However* in 
one refpeft, thefe leaders often give eafe to minifters without 
cefigning it ; for, as they generally attack upon perfonal, ra- 
ther than national points, their iol towers are unconcerned in* 
the conteft j and Confidering themfelves as fpedatorej rather 
than parties, do not think it incumbent on them to go great 
lengths for the choice of minifters> ; efpecially, fittce by the 
indifference their leaders (hew for national points, when they 
at* aiming at power, (which is the feafon for giving hopes, 
ste the gaining it is fot difappointing them) their followers 
have but little reafon to expect they will &ew. a greater 
Warmth for them, when they have attained the pofleffionof it. 

But whatever may be the fuccefs of the oppofers, the pub- 
lic reaps great beneht from the op petition \ fince this keeps 
minifters upon their guard, and often prevents them from 
purfuing bold meafures, which an uncontrouled power might 
otherwise tempt them to engage in : they muft aft with <2au- 
titm* as wdl as fidelity, wrren they confider the whole na- 
tion 16 attentive to every ftep they take, and that the errors 
they may commit will not only be expofed, but aggravated : 
in the mean time/ a thirft of power, irritated by difappoint- 
"meftts, animates the application of the«oppofer$ to public af- 
fairs, infinitely more than the languid impulfe of national 
confideratioris : by this means they grow able ftatefmen-, and, 
when they come to be minifters, are not only capable of Be- 
fouling bad r fc hemes, but, when they pleafe, of forming good 
ones. 

♦ Another great advantage tha"t accrues to the people from 
^fhis oppofuion is, that each party, by appealing to them 
upon all occafions, conftitutes them judges of every conteft : 
dud, indeed, t6 whom ffioiild they appeal, but to (bofe, 
wtofe wel&reis the defign, or pretence, of every meafu re I 
and for whole happinefj the majefty of Kings, t the dignity of 
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Peers, and the power of the Commons, were finally insti- 
tuted. This is undoubtedly the end of their inftitution, apd 
this end it is their glory, as well as duty, to accomplifh ; for 
what greater honour can be done to the three orders, of Which 
our government is fo happily composed, than to look upon 
them as they really are, that is, as the channels through 
which eafe, plenty, and fecurity are derived to millions of 
people ? 

- 1 would not willingly do injuftiqe to perfons fo ufeful, at 
all times, to the public, whatever they may be to themfelves, 
as the heads of an oppofing party ; but (hall" mention one 
point, to which I will appeal, as to a touchftone of their 
condu&, and by which it will evidently appear whether it is 
influenced by perfonal or national confiderations ; it is this : 

There is not, I believe, in Great Britain, a man who is 
not convinced, nor a man not a&ually in the adminiftration, 
or not expefting one day to be in it, who will not owp, that 
« ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS are an EFFECTUAL 
** CURE for all the evils that are felt, feared, or complained 
«♦ of." If this is fo evident a truth, how comes it to pafs that» 
for this laft century, ever fince an oppofition to a miniftry was 
.made the road to afuccejjion in /'/, that fo national a point has 
been negle&ed ? How comes it to pafs, I fay, that fo many 
fueccflive oppofitions have never, in the warmeft feafon of 
their conteft, taken one ftep to reftore the people to a right 
confirmed to them by more than one A£t of Parliament, and 
Ttipported by the enjoyment of fome hundred year s ? Are the 
heirs apparent to minifters to be looked upon as the only per- 
fons in the -nation who a/e unacquainted with the rights of 
the people ? or the champions of Liberty the only perfons un- 
concerned in- the defence of it ?— The truth is, they all expeft 
to be one day Miritjltrs to themfelvesj and are fenfibte that annual 
Parliaments are fo much the antient right of the People* fo 
obvjoufly conducive, if not effential, to their fecurity, their 
dignity, and power, that they are afraid any attempt to neitere 
them fhould prove fuccefsful ; and- confequentfy, that, : by 
breaking the people's chains af under, in order to diftrefsthe 
Minifters, they ibould forge t>thers for tbemfelves, when 
they come to hicceed them. , Whenever there has been any 
attempt to enaft or reftore triennial Parliaments, it has ever 
been obje&ed that triennial Parliaments would produce tr'ttn- 
ukd Minijiers ; and they are afraid that annual Parliaments 
fhould alfo produce annual Mini/lries. '- - 

• HINC ILLiE LACHRYMjE ! But I fee no feafon 

for thefe fears ; we don't find that, during the long trad. of 
pme the people enjoyed annual- parliaments, the reign of good 
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nrinifters w& fliorter than fince they have been deprived of 
that right : and if, during that period, the reign of bad rpU 
nifiers was fo, this becomes an acceffional reafon for their be- 
ing reftored. to it. — But, fay they, every thing will be fo 
fluctuating under annual Parliaments, that no nation will 
treat with you, no war can be profecuted with fuccefs : have? . 
they then forgot' that the treaties of Breli^ny and Troves 
were concluded, and the victories of CRECY and AGIN"- 
COURT gained under the aufpices of ANNUAL PAR- 
LIAMENTS ? _ 

It is thought by many people that the fep^ennial afl was the* 
fevereft ftab the liberties of the people of England ev^r re- 
ceived : indeed the circumftances of the nation, at that time 
©f iis being enacted, were fomc juftification of it ; there, wa* v 
then ah actual Rebellion raifed againfta Prince,. who, with- 
out flattery (which is feldom beftowed upon dead princes) 
wanted nothing but to be adored by his iubje&s, but to he 
know* to them ; and who, by a peculiar caft of good quali- 
ties, feemed formed by nature to reign over & free peotile. But 
if thefe circurnftances, while they fu^fifted, were a reafon for* 
enacting that law, now they are removed, there can. be none 
for continuing it. I mutt, indeed, do one fet of men the 
jufiice to allow that they bave,ftewed themfelvea of thac 
tikm, by endeavouring to rcftore triennial Parliaments : t but 
that attempt, if it had fucceeded,. would have proved ; a 
palliative remedy only, not a cure. Have not triennial Par- 
liaments been already tried, and found ineffectual ? Were, 
not feveral effcntial claufcs in the a& of. fettlement repealed* 
the peace ©f Utrecht confirmed, and^the Schifm ad palfed by. 
triennial Parliaments. 

It muft be allowed that, in all free governments, the of-, 
tener the collective body of the people is refortea to, the of*, 
tener they will. have legal opportunities of reforming thofc 
grievances that will,, fiom time to time, unavoidably fteal. 
into. the legiflativc, as well as the executive part of evexy, 
government ; and, while they have legal methods of redrefs % 
they will never fly to thofe thac are not fo. This would be 
t the great advantage of annual Parliaments ; for, to fuppofe 
that the. reprefentatives of the people will, at all times, be a* 
vigilant to difcover, and as zealous to reform thofe grievances, 
or as careful of their conduct, in every other refpe&, when, 
they are independent of their constituents for feven years, as.*, 
when they annually depend upon their approbation, 15 to fup- 
pofe that hopes and fears have loft their influence upon^the 
minds of men. On the other fide, if it ihould ever happen 
that the reprefentatives, encouraged by this independance* 
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fliould, inflead of reforming grievancesj enervate theii 4 nuirt* 
-bef, and become them/elves the greateft grievance ; the peo- 
ple will, in that cafe, have no legal remedy, which is in it- 
felf contrary to the nature of government ; it being ridiculous 
to imagine that the fame law which provides a remedy for 
every priyate wrong, fhould provide none for thofe of the* 
public j or, that the whole body of the people, for wftofe 
fafety the Jaw itfelf was inftituted, (hould ever find themfelves 
in fuch circumftances as to lofe the benefit of it. Yet this 
muft happen, if it be received as a ftanding maxim of law and 
juftice, that their reprefentatives, when once chofen for any 
number of years, let their abufe of power be never fo glaring* 
have ftill a right to fit out their term, and what ia worfe, to 
extend //as far as the affairs of the nation, or their own, may 
require. If this be admitted, it muft alfo be admitted thatno 
term can by law be. prefcribed to their fitting, becaufe they 
have ftill a power by law of extending that term, and Confe- 
quently of perpetuating themfelves : this, however improba- -■ 
ble, muft, upon a fuppofition of the legality of the fifft exteri- 
fion of the original term, be allowed to be equally legal. 
From hence it appears how dangerous it is to removfe'the cot- 
tier jlone of government ; and that, whenever they have been 
removed, either through neceffety, or convenience, the firft 
opportunity ought to be laid hold of to reftore them to the 
former fituation. 

There is fom'ething fo bewitching in power, that, with- 
out very compulfive laws, men are not eafily brought to re- 
fign it. This tenacioufnefs of power -has filled all hiftories, 
both antient and modern, with attempts made to extend it 
beyond the term for which it was originally delegated. Thus 
the laft Roman Decemvirs, though choien by their country 
but for a year^ prolonged their term by {heir own aft, and 
retained the power they had ufurped, till the people forced if 
out of their hands y and puntjhei them fever ely for their ulurpati- 
on*, and their memory ftands branded in hiftory with ajl the 
infamy it deferves : while the Barnes of Valerius and Horcrtius, 
under vvhofe conduct the people recovered their right of dec- 
ting annual magiftrates, are celebrated by their hiftorians 
with all the praifes that gratitude can yield, or merit claim, 
monuments more lafting than brafs or marble; thofe no; 
ftorms can overturn, no flight of time deface.; ftill are their 
praifes read by applauding nations ; who look upon thofe 
worthy patriots, as the benefactors not of their own coun- 
try only, but all mankind. 

At Venice, in the year 1298, an act pafled in the great 
council, which, till then, was annually chofen by the peo-' 
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pic, that all thofe of which it was that year compofed, 6f 
who had been members of it for the four laft years, mould, 
upon their obtaining twelve voices in the council of forty, 
be ttemfelves and their pofterity for ever after, members of 
it ; and that all the other citizens ftiould be for ever excluded 
from the admuiiftration of public affairs. From this time the 
people of Venice like all others under the like circumftances, 
found how dangerous it is to be ufelefs, and that to have no 
fhare k> the government is to be a prey to thofe who have. 

Many are the expedients gentlemen have been cfriven to in 
order to fupply the want of annual parliaments, fuch as the 
penfion atl 9 the aft for difabling thofe who have accepted em- 
ployments from fitting in the houfe, unlefs they are re-elected, 
and fome others of the like tendency : all which, are no 
doubt, very well calculated to anfwer the ends, for which 
bills are generally brought in, that is, to defame the miniftry, 
If they are not paffed, and to diftrefs them, if they are. 
But, I believe, the people have received no great benefit 
from any of thofe expedients. In this I am the more con- 
firmed becaufe the promoters of them are fo loud i$ tjieir 
complaints of fuch abufes, as could not poffibly be commit- 
ted if thefe laws were effectual. Their complaints, there- 
fore, nuift be looked upon as acknowledgements they are not 
foi and if thefe gentlemen perfift in applying remedies which 
they themfclves know to be ineffe&ual, the natron will have 
reafon to complain* in their turn, and to fay that they treat 
them as ; fome* phyficians treat their patients; that is, that 
they chufe rather to prefcribe than to cure. 

As to the place- billy the people have a kind pf right to have 
{hat go hand in hand with the bill for annual parliaments; 
lince, among other claufes of Nolumus formerly inferted in 
the writs of fummons, we find the folowing one, nolumus au- 
tern quad aliquis de retinentia domini noftri regis aliqualiur fit 
cjeclus. 

The people of Rome,; Sparta and Athens were not reprefen- 
ted ; t but appeared in ^.colleclive body whenever any thing was 
to be laid before them. . This method of taking the whtle bo- 
dy of the people on every occafion, might not be fubjeS to 
t v he great inconveniencies either at Sparta or Athens, by rea- 
fpn of the fmall extent of their refpeaive territories, though 
very populous, containing but few inhabitants; but at Rome, 
whofe dominions were fo cxtenfive and its citizens fo nume- 
rous, I think it muftbave been fubjea to many, particularly 
to one of thofe two ; either all the Roman citizens who were 
not a&ually engaged in the fervice of the commoni-weaUh, 
rouft have come up from the moft diftant parts of the world 
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at every meeting of the people* or rtte whole power' mu ft 
have devolved upon the inhabitants of the city and neighbour- 
hood of Rome : I have never met With any complaints of either 
of tizefe inconVeniencies in any of their authors, and yet the 
alternative foems unavoidable. For which reafon, notwith- 
ftanding the great deference which- is undeniably due to the 
wifdom of their inftitutions, I cannot help thinking that 
a representative, under proper regulations, anfwers all the 
purpofes of the. peoples Voting in a eolle&ive body, atrd is fub- 
je.£t ta none of the inconveniencies of it. But to effeft this, 
two things* feem to be neceffary ; the firft, that the people be 
-GvnuaUy reprtftnteti, to the end they may have annually an 
opportunity of confirming or reforming their choice ; the 
Second is that they be equally reprefet\ted> for a people une- 
qually represented will of courfe be unequally taxed. This 
is a'mifchief all modern governments are more or lefs fubjecl: 
to, becaufe none of them have been fo wife as to foll6w*the 
example of the Romans, in eftablifliing a general regifter* 
"This* perhaps, may not be pra&icable, at leaftnot advife-. 
-able in a trading country j fince credit, which is thb life* of 
commerce, and fubfifts by opinio*!, would be very m'uch Ina- 
pairetU if not deftrdyed, by certainty; and if every man's 
circumftances were known * a merchant would ho longer Have 
kt in his power, by making ufe of other people's fortunes to 
raife his own, and grow rich by being thought fo. 
/•' But, to apply what I have faid, in a particular manner to 
our own affairs, I will appeal even to thofe gentlemen, who 
find their advantage in this national misfortune ; I mean " the 
" inequality of the land tax," whether it has' not, in a great 
meaftire, been the occafion of this immenfe load of debts, 
under which We, at prefent, labour : I think it paft difpute, 
that this inequality has contributed to it more ways than one. 
In the firft place, it has frequently made it neceflary % have 
recourfe to other funds, in order to- raife thofe ft:fn§; which 
the land-tax alone; if equally levied, would have' annually 
produced. Secondly; this inequality in : levying thfe land-tax 
has often put Minifters upon raifing money by rnoreVqual 
lhathods ; that is, finding it impracticable to farfe the Turns 
* seqjuired by fuch means, as all people ought to contribute to 
Sn proportion to their polfeflion, they have been bbliged to 
,ikife them by fuch, as all muft contribute to irt proportion to 
th^ir coafumption. — This has obliged* them to create' new 
.funds 9 to extend the old, and ap{>ly the Sinking Furid/the 
• Ration Vonly too^e, 'to purpofes very different from thpfej'to 
-which il was iortginally appropriated. ^Thcfe, arid t: many 
more mifchiefs would be cured, if the People of England 
Vol. VIII. Oo v were 
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were annually and -equally reprefented: and if ever we are fo 
happy as to fee thefe promifes made by gentlemen, while 
they are oppofing public meafures performed when they come 
to have the conduct of them ; and power adminiftered by the 
fame fpirit by which it was acquired ; the nation then will 
no doubt have juftice done them in thefe two important 
points; the obtaining of which would, in my opinion, ren- 
der our conftitution more perfect than any, that has yet ap- 
peared • either in the ancient or modern world. 

P O L Y B I U S. 



A Review of the Adminiflration of Affairs^ and of the State of 
Oppojkion for ten Years pa/l. 

Tothe Printer of the POL ITICAL R EGISTER. 

SI R, 

WHOEVER has made any obfervations on the man" 
ner in which political difputes of the greateft impor- 
tance to the fafety of ftates have been carried on, canno 
fail of obferving, that the difputants, eager in their little 
dajly attacks or defences, never look above an inch, either 
before or behind them, towards the ultimate confequences, or 
the original fource of their difTention ; but, like filly phy- 
ficians, unmindful of the caufe, are ever bufily employed in 
curing every new fymptom of the diftemper, without being 
awakened from their fhort-fighted practice by feeing the pa- 
tient hourly verging towards his grave. 
- How came the miniftry, fays one of thefe, to fuffer George 
Onflow to meddle with the printers ? To which trifling ques- 
tion is immediately returned as trifling an anfwer, and deeper 
they never get. But thofe wrio are able to extend their view 
to general fails, will eafily find fuch as are more worthy their 
attention, and which might fugged more fignificant queftions, 
Xhey will find that there has been, for thefe eight or nine 
yws, a ftudied train of infults pointed at all perfons in au- 
thority, for the obvious purpofe of galling, intimidating, and 
rendering them odious and contemptible to the people : that 
all thefe infults, at the time of committing them, were judged, 
by the . moft cool and confiderate, to be deferving of fevere 
punifhment ; and yet, that all the attempts which have been 
made by thofe in adminiftratibn to punifli fuch offences, have 
been afterwards almoft as generally condemned, as illegal in 
their mode and inconvenient in their confequences. They 
will find that thefe mifmanagements have been conftantly im- 
puted. 
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putcd to the ignorance or folly of the minifters who com* 
menced, or who carried on the (everal profecutions, and per- 
haps was one of the caufes of the frequent changes which 
have been made of them j and yet that the change of 
men never made any change for the better, in the.meafures ; 
the fame illegal management having been imputed to them 
all fucceffively, with this fingle difference, that the Jaft 
minifter was always found more unfuccefsful than his pre- 
deceflbr. 

It would be an irrational, as well as a harfh fuppofition, 
to fuppofe, that all the experienced ftatefmen of England, 
affifted by the advice of the mod learned lawyers, had ailed, 
for a courfe of years, like fools or cowards : nor, were I 
willing to make fuch a fuppofition, would there be found 
syiy party of men willing to fubfcribe to it, as the leaders of 
each party would be neceflarily involved in the general con- 
demnation. We are therefore conftrained to believe that their 
mifcarriages were not fo much owing to their mifcondud* as 
to the fituation of things in which they were called to a£t. If 
this fhould happen to be the cafe, as I am perfuaded it i*, it 
will be in vain to hope for an end to thefe disturbances, fr6m 
a change of men, or even from a change of >coudu&, with- 
out fotae change in our general fituation. 

To bring about fuch changes, probably requires more than 
a mere fpeculative genius, and therefore not within my de- 
partment : but as people got into a labyrinth will find no 
better method of extricating themfelves tnan by rccol]e<ftmg 
how they came ii\, I will endeavour to give a few hints with 
regard to the fteps by which our affairs have been brought 
into this fituation ; which though confined to the narrow 
limits of a letter, will be fufficient to ferve as a clue 
to fuch of your readers as are willing to enter into a more 
complete inveftigation of the fubje&. 

There are two greatmaxims admitted in this country of 
freedom :, the one, that no man ought to be punt/bed but by the 
known lawi of the land: the other, that the foluspepuli y the 
fafety of the community, is the fupreme taw: of thfefeftwfc 
maxims, one regarding thefecurity of the individuals, the 
other the fafety of the whole, the laft has ever been; widr 
great juftice, entitled to the preference ; as common-fenfe. in- 
forms us, that where the whole is in danger none of the parts 
£an be fafe : and therefore not only in our's, bat in every go- 
vernment, free or arbitrary, the guardianfhip of this fuprem© 
law, has been, in a peculiar manner, committed to the fa ^ 
preaie. executive power of the fete ; jchcobed, however, mart? 
7. , .•'."•.. O.o,a „ r ., , u : .. -i.. i: to 
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op lets, In free countries, by laws wifely framed for the ft-* 
curity of individuals 

From the beginning of theEngliih monarchy this execu- 
tive power, was enttufted with the king, both for the defence 
0f the kingdom againft invaders, and for preferving the in- 
ternal quiet of it : the. exercifing this power, as occafion 
{hould require, by a right known in our law and conftitution 
by the name of prerogative, a right in the beginning very 
extenfive, but which was firft limited by the feudal rights of 
tbe barons, arid in later times much more by the 'Commons 
affembled in parliament. Nor, to a certain degree, were 
thofe late limitations improper or unneceffary : for the Stuarts, 
and other princes of the houfe of Tudor, had often employed 
that prerogative for foolifii and oppreflive purpofes, particu- 
larly that of obtruding their own religious opinions upon 
the people, contrary to the rights of mankind, and the 
nature of things. But on the other hand, it is no lefs true, 
that the Commons in parliament, having a more anxious 
care for perfonal fecurity than, for public order, put no 
bounds to their reftriclions of prerogative, and at laft re- 
duced the only executive power of the ftate to a condition 
which was inftgoiiicant as well as harmlefs. 

Thus matters flood at the revolution, when the king was 
left with the command of a brave and loyal body of troops, 
without being aware that the laws were fo contrived in fa- 
vour of tbe (editions, under the notion of fecuring the li- 
berty of ihe.fubje£r, that h6 could not employ any of this 
armed force to protect his courts of juftice, his two houfes 
of parliament, or even the gates of his own palace from 
popular infoience, without a breach of fome law of the 
land. •■ , 

For about fcventy years tbi* evil was neither felt nor un- 

• dcrftood 5 and perhaps, to fpeak more properly, it was during 
that period no evil. An even balance of power, then ex- 
ifting hetween.the rulers and the reft of the community, 
created that mutual awe in which confifts the effence of 

order artd-Hberty; and prevented an inquiry into the ele- 
mentary principles and right of government, which never 
becorrje the, objects of public enquiry till the political ma- 
. qhine is fallen of itfelf into diforder. Upon fudden and ac- 
cidental rebellions, parliament provided fufficiently for the 
fafety of the whole, by lending to the crown that legal 

* fpecies of diAatorial power which is produced by a tem- 
porary iufpenfion of the habeas corpus ad : and upon fmaller 
occafionsv and where tbe utility was rnanifeft, the crown ex- 
*rcifcd of itfelf fome remains of its accuftomed powers, fuch 

as 
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as tHc iffuirtg general warrants, without their illegality beings 
confidercd either by king or people. The people entertained 
few jealoufies of the crown, which they knew was abun- 
dantly circumfcribed, and none at all of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, by which, their liberty lived, moved, and had its: 
being. The extent of its powers by the. name of privilege 
was held as a facred myftery, which it was high treafott 
againft the tnajefty of the people to pry into: and Mr*. 
Walpole was difqualified, and the honourable Alexander 
Murray was lodged, during pleafure, in Newgate, without 
any ittch exertions of power having been reckoned, eithe* 
illegal in themfelves, or dangerous to the Commons, for 
whom, and by whom, they had been in fact exercifed. 

Were it poifibhe to make laws for a free people of fuch 
complaifant (tuff that they might contract and- dilate them* 
felves, as the real aftarrs of that people fhould be contracted 
or dilated, their political fyftem being once happily conftitu ted, 
might be for ever prefer ved in the fame happy ftate, without 
almoft a poffibility of political diflentions or civil wars. Bwt 
unluckily it is the nature of things to move, while it is the 
nature of laws to ftand ftill, and we ought no more to won- 
der at the troubles arifing from their unfitnefs, than that. a 
grown man fhould find himfelf uneafy and ridiculous in a 
coat which had been made for him when a boy. The more 
profperous any free country is, and the fafter it grows, either 
by commerce or conqueft, the more it is fubjeel: to thefe r#~ 
turns of civil difiention, which arife from a deficiency in the 
powers of government, or, what is the fame thing, to a dif- 
proportionate increafe of wealth and power in the iudi~ 
viduab. 

The prefent difhirbances had their immediate rife from the 
fuccefles of the laft war, which, while it impoverifhed the 
ftate by an addition of fixty millions to its debt, and dif- 
perfed its fmall military force in guarding new acquifittons of 
territory, threw immenfe fums into the pockets of private 
perfons. Thefe men, after being fatiated with every fpQcies 
of luxury* which their money laid open to them, foon felt a 
new appetite arife for rank and dignity ; bdt being moftly-of 
the loweft clafs with regard to education or connexions, they 
foufid but one way of gratifying this appetite, which was. by 
£urchafmg feats in the Houfe of Commonsu Many attempts 
of this fort were accordingly made at the general election im 
I76r, and fmce that time, fome of which fucceeded,. and 
others failed. But thofe which fucceeded, arid thofe which 
failed, equally ferved to fpread this newly acquired money 
to a larger circle* and in fuch a manner *as gave thofe. who 

•■ i» • deceived 
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received it along with the mbrtcy a high idea of their own 
importance ; fo that they all began to think themfelves en- 
tided to a ft are in the honours and emolument* of govern- 
ment, which in reality can only belong to a few. Hence 
ahrofe a general hatred to the few in pofieifion, the true fource 
of which being ridiculous and (hameful, could not be fuffered 
to appear in its genuine fliape, but was ready to vent itfelf 
in a full chorus of lamentations upon any mifmanagement of 
the public affairs, real or pretended. 

While a free ftate preferves its equilibrio, and every thing 
flows eafily in its accuftomed channels, the firft pofts in go- 
vernment are always filled by perfons whofe hereditary honours 
and eftates give them no fort of prefcriptive right to them ; 
and new men, of the greateft talents and accomplishments, 
are feldom promoted to any offices above thofe of the middling 
rank. But, when once confufion, 4nd with it danger and 
difficulty, make their appearance, there is no height to which 
, isitn of addrefs and boldnefs may not afpire, though deftitute 
ci birth, fortune, and character. Some of thofe taking their 
cue from the encreafing tone of prefumption and drfcontent, 
ftooA forth as writers and orators, to revile their rulers, firft 
with more, afterwards with lefs referve, feeling by little and 
little, that thofe rulers were not fo able to punifh as the po- 
pular party was to fupport and reward them. From the fame 
ifcotives feveral ambitious lawyers, and even judges, enlifred 
themfelves under the popular banner, and pointed out to the 
common people many weak parts in the laws for preventing 
of punching feditious practices, which, without their at 
fiftance, never would have been known* 

Nor were the king's fervants altogether wanting in their 
contributions to this mafs of dilbrder ; for a&uated either by 
the fear of clamour and infult,.or by the vain hope of popula- 
rity ,they all in their turns facriiiced the rights of government, 
and the intereft of the public, to the rabble of the city of 
London, whofe nearnefs and noife made them be confidered 
as reprefenting the whole rabble of England. Want of 
ftrength was the real infpirer of thofe meafures, and weak* 
nefs was the refult of them. But of all their palliatives, the 
moft deftru&ive was that of admitting the moft violent and 
foul mouthed of their oppofers into places of truft 5 by which 
they changed their quality of avowed enemies into the more 
mifchievous one of timid or treacherous friends. 

In thecourfe ofthefe prepofterous tranfa&ions, we have feen 
every thing relating to public law or government turned, as it. 
were, upfide down. The American difclaims the authority 
of the BritUh kgiflature^ and infills upon the right of -ta&iQg 

himfdf 
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himfelf at his own pleafure. The coal-heaver becomes his 
own employer, and infills upon the right of regulating his 
own wages. The outlawed culprit breaks into the court o£ 
juftice, fcnd regardlefs of his tip-ftaves arraigns his judges 
who, feeling his own helplefs fituation, is forced to plead be- 
fore* the criminal, and to exert his eloquence in defence of 
his own conduit. The livery of London, who by reafon o£ 
their number, and of their being already reprefented in par- 
liament, are prohibited by law and common-fenfe from meet- 
ing in a body to deliberate upon any propofition whatever, make 
their firft effay in a remonftrance to the king againft both boufes 
of parliament, and this abfurd remonftance is notonly received, 
but received upon the throne, with the fame refpeft as if it had 
come from the two houfes of parliament themfelves. The; 
fenring an order of the Houfe of Commons to bring a printer 
before them, is deemed by the printer an aflault, and the 
meflenger is committed to prifon for it by the magiftrates of 
London ; while Mr. (her iff Harley, the late duke of Bedford, 
and theprefent lord North are wounded in open day- light ia 
the exercife of their public duty, without fuch outrages be- 
ing deemed aiTaults, or at lead fuch as could bring the , of- 
fenders to puniihment. 

Such are the fymptoms of a more than ordinary diforder tn 
our political fyftem, and which can only be rectified by ex- 
traordinary means. Thefe muft be employed either in re- 
ducing the fttuation of things to a conformity with the pre* 
fent laws, that is, by reftoring to every order of the common- 
wealth that naturally poife which, without the help of force, 
may Jceep them all firm in their fcveral places ; or, if this is 
thought a talk out of human reach, in bringing our laws to a 
conformity with the -real fituation of things j by contriving 
artificial equivalents to fupply the deficiency of this natural 
pwfe ; by • placing a proper degree of force in the hands of. 
thofe who are already vefted with authority, or, in other 
words, by providing an executive power fuitable to the prefent 
riches and- extent of the Britifh empire. 

God forbid that quiet fhould be reftored to us by tumul- 
tuous or arbitrary means ; or that we fhould ever have pc- : 
cafion to fay with LuCan, Cum Domino pax ijia venit. 

I am, Sir, 

Your conftant Reader, 

Prt-maU, M ARC ELL US. 

To 
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<To the Editor of. the POLITICAL REGISTER, 

SIR, \ 

THE arguments, u fed in defence of the late proceedings 
of the Houfe of Commons would Mve a confiderable 
weight with me, if I could perfuade myfelf that the prcfent 
Houfe of Commons were really in that independent ftate in 
which the conftitution meant to place them. If I. could be 
fatisfied that their refolutions were not previoufly determined 
in the king's cabinet, that no perfonai refentment was to be 
'gratified, nor any minifterial purpofe to be anfwered, under 
pretence of afferting their privileges, I own I (hould 6e 
very unwilling. to raife or encourage any queftion between 
the ftridt right of the fubjedt, and that difcretionary power, 
which our reprefentatives have aflumed by degrees, and 
which, until, of late years, they have very fcldom abufed ; 
while the Houfe of Commons form a legal reprefentation of 
the people, while they prefer ve their place in the conftitution, 
diftincl from the Lords, and independent of die crown, I 
think to contend with them about the limits of their privi- 
leges wouTd 1>e*contending with ourfelyes*. But the queftion 
will be materially altered, if it fbould appear that, inftead of 
preferving the due balance of the conftitution, they have 
thrown their whole weight into the fame fcale with the crown, 
and that their privileges, inftead of forming a barrier againft 
"the encroachments of the other branches of the legiffature, 
are made fubfervient to the views of. the fovereign, and em- 
ployed; under the direction of the minifter, in theperfecu- 
tion of individuals, and the opprdfion of the people. In 
this cafe, it .would be the duty of every honeft man to ftand 
ftri&ly to his right j-^to queftion every a& of fuch an Houfe 
of Commons with jealoufy and fufpicion, and wherever their 
pretended privileges trenched upon the known laws of the 

* < The neceflity of fecuring the houfe of Commons againft 

* the king's power, fo that no interruption might be given 
€ either to the attendance of the members in parliament, or 

* to the freedom of the debate, was the foundation of parlia- 

* mentary privilege ; and we may obferve, in all the ad- 

* drefles of new appointed fpeakers to the fovereign, the ut- 

* moft privilege they demand is liberty of fpeech and freedom 
€ from arrefts. The word privilege means no w more than 

* immunity, or a fafeguard to the party, who pofleflo* it, 
*. and can^ncver be confirmed into an a&ive power of invad- 

* ing the rights of others, 

land, 
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land, in the minuted inftance, to refift them with a de- 
termined and fcrupulous exa&nefs. To afcertain the fatft, 
we need only confider in what manner parliaments have beta 
managed fince his majefty's acceffion. 

He found this country in that ftate of perfect union and 
happinefs which good govcrrune/it naturally produces, and 
jwhich a bad one has deftroyed. He pramiftd to abolUh all 
diftin&ions of pprty, and kept his word by declaring lord 
Bute his favourite and minifter, by proscribing the whole 
Whig intereft of Englapdy and filing every place of truft 
and profit under his government with profeft Tories, notori- 
ous Jacobites* and Scotchmen of all denominations. He 
- abolifhed no diftin&ions, but thofe which are effential t* 
.the fefety of the conftitution. King, Lords, and Gammons, 
which mould for ever fkand clear of each other, were fcon 
melted dojivn into one common mafc of power, while equal 
fcare was taken to draw a line of reparation between the legis- 
lature and the people, and more particularly between the r£- 
ttrefentative and conftitucnt boty pf the Commons. The 
ower houfe diftinguifhed themfelves by an eager compliance 
^rith every meafure that could he ftippofed to gratify the king 
perfonally, or to humour the vipdi&'we paffions of his rpyal 
pother. When Mr. Wilkes was cq he puatfhed, they made 
no fcruple about the privileges of parliament j and although 
it was as well known as a&y iqaticr of pvblic rtoord and urn- 
interrupted cuftom couW be,. *f that the members of -either 
« c houfe are privileged except iij cjafes jof treVon, felony, or 
€( breach of the peace," they declared without hefiratiort, 
" chat privilege of parliament did not extend to the cafe of 
«« a feditious libel $" and undoubtedly it would have been the 
fame if Mr. Wilkes had been profecuted for any other mifde- 
jneanor whatsoever. It was upon that occafion that Sir 
Fletcher Norton, the patron of prjyjkge declared in the 
houfe, that if he were a judge* in We&miniter Hall, he ihould 
regard a vote of the Houfe of Commons no more than a ret- 
folution of a company of porters. — To {hew his politcnefs, 
he preferves his (tile j~-to fhew us his morality, he changes 
his opinion. 

The influence of the qrown over the refolutions of both 
houfes continues to operate with equal force, though now 
it affumes a different appearance, The liberty of the prefs, 
befides giving a daily perfonai offence to the princefe of 
Wales, muft always be formidable, therefore always odious 
to fuch a government as the prefect. Profecutions have been 
attempted without fucqefjs. The privilege of parliament, 
s which had been fo fhamefully furrendered to anfwer one 
Vol. VIII. P p minif- 
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minifterial purpofe, muft now be as violently after ted' to .an- 
fwer another. The miniftry are of * fuddeh grown won- 
derfully careful of privileges, whicVtheir predecefibrs were 
as ready to 'invade. The known laws of thfc land, the 
rights of the fubjeft, the fanftity 6f charters, and the re- 
verence due to our magiftrates, muft all give way, without 
queftion or refiftance, to a privilege of which no man knows 
either, the origin or the extent. The houfe of Commons 
judge of their own privileges witfhout appeal :— they may 
take offence at the moil: innocent action, ahd imprifon the 
perfon who offends them,' during their arbitrary will and 
pleafure. The party has no remedy; — he cannot appeal 
from their jurifdidUon ; and if he queftions the privileges 
which he is fuppofed to have violated, it becomes an Ag- 
gravation of his offence. Surely, Sir, this doctrine is not to 
be found in Magna Charta. If it be admitted without li- 
mitation, I affirm that there is neither law nor liberty in 
this kingdom. We are the flaves of' the Houfe of Com- 
mons, through them, we are the flaves of the king and his 
minifters. 

. The mode, in which the Houfe have proceeded againft the 
city magiftrates, can neither be reconciled to natural juftice, 
nor even to the common forms of decejicy.— They begin with 
(hutting their doors againft all flrangers> the ufual name, 
by which they defcribe their conftituents. Sfeme of their 
debates appear in the public papers. The offence, if 
any, is certainly not a new one. We have the debates 
as regularly preserved as the journals of parliament f > nor 
can there be any honeft reafon for concealing them. Mr. 
Onflow, however, thinks it neceflary to perfecutethe profs, 
and the Houfe of Commons is mean enough to take part: 
in his caprices. Lord North, who had fo lately rewarded the 
Reverend Mr. Scot with the beft living in the king's gift for 
heaping inve&ives equally dull' and virulent upon fome of the 
moft refpeclable characters in the icrngdom, is now fhamelefs 
enough to fupport a motion againft the liberty of the prefe, 
with the whole influence of the crown. That their practice 
might be every way conformable with their principles, the 
houfe proceeded to advife the crown to publifh the procla- 
mation univerfally acknowledged to be illegal. Mr. Moreton 
publicly protefted againft it before it was iffued ; and Lord 
Mansfield, though not fcrupulous to an extreme, fpeaks 'of 
u -.-... ■>... — i ■ . i i !■ i — i ■ ■■■i i i ■ 

f Grey's Collection of Debates, in ten volumes, was 
pubHfhed under the diie&ion of the late Arthur Onflow, 

Efqj. 

it 
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it with horror. It is remarkable enough that the very men, 
.whoadvifed the proclamation, and who hear it arraigned every 
day both within doors and without* are not daring enough to 
ut^cr one word in its defence, nor have they ventured to take 
the leaft notice of Mr. Wilkes for difcharging the perfons ap- 
prehended under it. 

The pretended trial of the Lord Mayor and Mr. Oliver', 
rcfembled the dark bufinefs of a Spanilh inquifition, rather 
than the fair proceedings of an Englifh court of judicature. 
Thefe gentlemen, as magiftrates, had nothing to regard but 
the obligation of their oaths and the execution of the laws. 
If they were convinced that the Speaker's warrant was not a 
legal authority to the meflenger* it neceflarily followed that, 
when he was charged upon oath with a breach of the peace, 
they mud hold him to bail. They had no option. Yet how 
have they been treated ? Their judges had been partially funv- 
naoned, by treafury mandates, preffing attendance, and de- 
manding a vote of condemnation. They were tried and con- 
demned at midnight, without being heard by themfelves or 
their counfel, on the only point, on which their j unification 
could poffibly depend.-— In (Jiort, Sir, a queftion, ftri&ly 
of jurifdidion, was referred to numbers and carried like a 
common minifterial meafure. The next ftep was to force 
the Lord Mayor's clerk, by the terror of a prifon, to erafe 
the record of a judicial proceeding, held regularly before the 
chief magiftiate of the city. Lord North himfelf made the 
motion, and declared that the conftitution could not be fafe, 
until it was carried into effe&. They then refolved that all 
profecutions for the affault (which, though charged u^on 
oath, they call a pretended one) (hould be flopped. I wifh 
that grave and fober men would confider, independently of 
the other queftions before us, how far this particular prece- 
dent may extend. If the Houfe of Commons may interpofe 
in a fiogle inftance, between, the fubjeft, who complains, 
and. the Jaws, which ought to prote<3, I f.e no reafon why 
they may not, at any time, by their vote, flop the whole 
courfe of juftice through the kingdom. Befides the injury 
done to the fubjeit, their granting a 2foE Profequi is in effedt 
an incroachment upon the royal prerogative. 

Many circumftances of infukhave been mixed with thefe 

raeafures of violence, Their pretended lenity to the Lord 

Mayor, which he nobly refufed to accept of, amounted only 
to an offer of the garrets of the houfe for the place of his qprr- * 
finement infteadof the Tower; and though it be of lefs momen , 
it is ftill worth observing, that the indignity offered to the city 
is aggravated by the time exprefsjy chofen for imprifoning 

P p 2 their 
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their chief magistrate. Not content with interrupting alt 
city • bufinefs, they iixed upon Eafter, becaufe it is the chief 
city feftival, and found a contemptible gratification inputting 
a ftop to the amufements ufual at this feafon, and depriving 
a public charity of the ctlftomary colle&ions, Which they 
knew muft be reduced to nothing by the abfence of- the 
Lord Mayor. • 

Nothing remained bat to keep up a terror and alarm thro* 
the kingdom by appointing committees of enquiry. This- 
doable Star Chamber was moved for long after midnight,, 
and lifts partially fent round by the meffenger of the teea- 
fury.— Where will thefe arbitrary, thtfe iniquitous proceed- 
ings end ? The miniftry, I doubt not, have a plan prepared, 
but it is fuch a one* as they neither dare openly avow, no* 
uniformly adhere tot One day they appoint Committees of 
inquifition to fit de dit in diem /— *he next thing we hear is 
that the committees are adjourned, and the members of them 
difperfed into the country. After fcdvtfing the king, very 
unneceffarily, to go to parliament, they come to him while 
his equipage is \n waiting, cdntradi& their own advice, and 
endeavour to ftagger his refolution, at the moment when he 
has moft occafion for it. They alone are anfwerable for all 
the indignities heaped upon the king's perfon, fince they 
could not but forefee, that the people would take the earlieit 
opportunity of relenting the knprifonment of their ma- 
giftrates. 

When the princefs of Walei was named in the houfe of 
Commons, where was that xeal, which fome people boaft of, 
for their royal matter ? The mother of their fovereign was 
branded by name, as the stuthorefs of all our calamities, and 
the aflertion pafied without oenfure or con trad id ion. . 

Sir, I mpft truly lament the condition to which we are re- 
duced ; and the more fo, becaufe there is but one remedy for 
it, and that remedy has been repeatedly *efufed.— A difiolu- 
tion of the parliament would reftore tranquility to the people, 
and to the king the affections of his fubje&s : the prefent 
houfe of Commons have nothing to expedt but contempt, de- 
teftation, and reiiftance. This violent ftate of things cannot 
long continue, Either the laws and conftitution muft be 
preserved by a dreadful appeal to the' fwordj or (what proba- 
bly is intended by the prefent fyftem of meafures) the people 
will grow weary of their condition, and furrender every 
thing into the king's hands, rather than fubmit to be 
trampled upon sny longer by five hundred of their e- 
quals. • 

A W H I G. 
To 
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To theP R IN T E R, &c. 

S I R> 

TO write for profit without taxing the prefs;*-to write 
for fame anil to be unknown j — to fupport the intrigues 
of faction and to be difowned, as a dangerous auxiliary, by 
every party in the kingdom, are contradictions, which th« 
miniftef m'uft reconcile, before I forfeit my credit with th« 
public. I may quip the fervice, but it would be abfurd to 
fufpecl: me of defer t ion. The reputation of thefe papers is 
an honourable pledge for my attachment to the people. To 
facrifice a refpecled character, and to renounce the efteern of 
fcciety, requires more than Mr. Wedderburne's refolution ; 
and though, in him, it was rather a profeffion than a defertion 
of his principles, [I /peak tenderly of this gentleman, for 
when treachery is in queftion, I think we mould make al- 
lowances for a Scotchman,.] yet we have feen htm in the 
houfe of Commons overwhelmed with cunfufion, and almoft 
bereft of his faculties,— But in Iruth, Sir, I have left no 
room for an accommodation with the piety of St. James's, 
My offences are not to be redeemed by recantation or repen- 
tance. On one fide, our warmeft Patriots would difclaim 
me as a burthen to their honeft ambition. On the other, 
the vileft proftitution, if Junius could defcend to it, would 
lofe its natural merit and influence in the cabinet, and trea- 
chery be no longer a recommendation to the royal fa- 
vour. 

- The jterfbns, who, till within thefe few years, have been * 
iftoft diftinguifliejl by their zeal for high church and prero- 
gative, are now, itfeems, the great affertors of the privileges 
of the houfe of Commons. .This fudden alteration of their 
fehtiments or language carries with it a fufpicrous appearance. 
When I hear the undefined privileges of the popular branch 
of the Iegiflature, exalted by Tories and Jacobites, at the 
expence of thofe ftricl rights, which are known to the fub- 
jed\ and limited by the laws, I cannot tut fufpecl; that fom$ 
niifchievous fcheme. is, in agitation, to deftroy both law^and 
privilege,, by oppofiog them to each other. They who have 
uniformly denied t^e whole power of the whole Iegiflature : 
to alter the defcent of the crown, and whofe anceftors, in rebel-* 
lion againft his majefty's family, have defended that doctrine at 
the hazard of their lives, now tell us that privilege of parliament 
i$ the only rule of right, and the chief fecurity of the pub- 
lic liberty,— I fear, Sir, that, while forms remain, there has 
been fbme material change in the fubftance of our consti- 
tution. 
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tutioru The opinions of theft men were too abfiird' to te 
fo eafily renounced. Liberal minds are open to corivrftion, 
—Liberal do&rines are capable of improvement. -^There aft 
profelytes from atheifm, but none from fu perdition. -^If their 
prefent profeflions were fincere, I think they could not. but 
be highly offended at feeing a queftion coficernihg parlia- 
mentary privilege, unneceffarily ftarted at a feafon fo un* 
favourable to the houfe of Commons, and by fo very meati 
and infignificant a perfon as the minor Onflow. They know 
that the prefent houfe of Commons, having commenced hof- 
tilities with the people, and degraded the authority bf the 
laws, by their own example, were likely enough td bfe' tffe-' 
lifted, per fas et nefas. If they were really friends to privi- 
lege, they would have thought the queftion of right too 
dangerous to be hazarded at this feafon, and, without the 
formality of a convention, would have left it undecided. 

I have been filent hitherto, though not from that fhame- 
ful indifference about the interefts of fociety, which' t&b 
many of us profeii, and call moderation. I confeffs, Sir, 
that I felt the prejudices of my education, in favour of a 
houfe of Commons, ftill hanging about me. I thought that 
a queftion, between law and privilege, could never be 
brought to a formal decifion, without inconvenience to the 
public fervice, or a manifeft diminution of legal liberty, and 
ought therefore to be carefully avoided : and when I few that 
the violence of the houfe of Commons had carried them too 
far to retreat, I determined not to deliver a hafty opinion on a 
matter of fo much delicacy and importance. 

The ftate of things is much altered in this country, fincc it 
was neceffary to proteft our reprefentatives againft the direft 
power of the crown. We have nothing to apprehend from 
prerogative, but every thing from undue influence. For- 
merly it was the intereft of the people, that the privileges df 
parliament (hould be left unlimited and undefined. At pre- 
fent it is not only their intereft, but I hold it to be effentrally 
ntcefiary to the prefervation of the conftitution, that the pri- 
vileges of parliament (hould be ftriftly afcertained, and be 
confined within the narroweft bounds the nature of their in- 
ftitution will admit of. Upon the fame principle, on which 
I would have refilled prerogative in the laft century, I now 
r6fift privilege. It is indifferent to me, whether the crown, 
by its own immediate aft, impofes new, and difpenfes with 
old laws, or whether the fame arbitrary power produces the 
fame effe&s through the medium of the houfe of Commons.' 
We trufted our reprefentatives with privileges for their own 
defence and ours. We cannot hinder their defeftion, but 

we 
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TO can prevent their carrying over their arms to the fervi& 
cf the enemy. — It will be laid, that I begin with endeavour* 
ing to, reduce the argument concerning privilege to a mere 
queftton of convenience; — that I deny at one moment what 
I would allow at another ; and that to refill the power of a 
proftituted houfe of Commons may eftablifh a precedent in- 
jurious to all future parliaments. —To this I anfwer generally, 
that human affairs are in no inftance governed by ftridt pofitive 
right. If change of circumftances were to have no weight 
in directing our conduit and opinions, the mutual intercourft 
of mankind would be nothing more than a contention be- 
tween pofitive and equitable right. Society would be a ftate 
of war, and law itfelf would be lnjuftice. On this general 
ground, it is highly reafonable, tjjat the degree of our fub- 
minion to privilege?, which have never been defined by any 
pofitjve law, fliould be confidered as a queft ion of conveni- 
ence, and proportioned to the confidence we repbfe in the in- 
tegrity of our reprefentatives.' As to the injury we may do 
to any future and more refpe&able houfe of Commons, I own 
t am not now fanguine enough to expect a more plentiful 
harveft of parliamentary virtue in one year than another* Our 
political climate is feverely altered} and without dwelling 
upon the depravity of modern times, I thing no. reafonable 
man will expert that, as human nature is conftituted, the 
enormous influence of the Crown ihould ceafe to prevail over 
the virtue of individuals. The mifchief lies too deep to be. 
cured by any remedy, lefs than fome great convulfion, which 
may either carry back the conftitution to its original princi- 
ples, or utterly deftroy it. I do not doubt, that in the firfl: 
feffion after the next election, fome popular meafures may be 
adopted. The prefent houfe of Commons have injured them- 
(elves by a too early and public profeffion of their principles ; 
and if a ftrain of proftitution, which had ho example, were 
-within the reach of emulation, it might be imprudent to ha- 
zard the experiment too foon. But after all, Sir, it is very 
immaterial whether a houfe of Commons (hall preferve their 
virtue, for a week, a month, or a year. The influence 
which makes a feptennial parliament dependent upon the 
pleafure of the crown, has a permanent operation, and can- 
not fail of fucccfs. — My premifes, I know, will be denied 
in argument, but every man's confcience tells him they are 
true. It remains then to be confidered, whether it be for the 
intereft of the people that privilege of Parliament, (which, 
in refpe& to the purpofes, for which it has hitherto been ac- 
quiefced under, is merely nominal) ihould be contracted 
Within fome certain limits, or whether the fubje&fhall be left 

at 



Digitized by VjOOQLC - 



( *94 ) 

attJ*emcr£yof *power, arbitrary under the diie&iou of the 
Craw** 

I d? not om to decline the queftion of ragbt^ Oft the 
Mwrary, Sir* i join iflue with the .advocates for privilege, 
and, affirm, dpt, *< excepting the. cafes,, wherein the Jjoufc 
«;of Commons ?re ft court pf judicature, , (to which* from 
« the, mature of .their o&Pfi, * Jcoercive. power muft be~ 
f long) and excepting fuch cpn tempts, as immediately ia* 
4* tftrrupfc t*yar proceedings, they have no legal authority tie 
ft;WWtfbft any .ipan fpr any fnppofed. violation of privilege 
** wh*tfoever.'Wt 'V> «* preteaded,*hat priwl^ge, as now 
clsinttd* has fwr been defined' or confirmed by statutes 
mxtet cm ifc te Taid A with a#y colour of troth, to be apart 
of \hp co$unon l*w of England, which had growa. into pre 
foiptipa, H,W^ we knew *nv thing of the e?uftenc^of 
a iboufe <tf Cwu&w*.. A* far the. Jaw of parliament it is 
oriy.awtbfff *¥"*# ft>f the privilege in qucflaonj. ami fine* 
4fee $*wer of creating new privileges has b?en foijnjaily re- 
ieewced by both fcoufes,~fince there i*ru> code, in wfcieh we 
isa»:#udy the haw of £arji*i*ej*t, wehave but qnejutfy 4eft 
** make omrfely** ^cou^intpd ivirfi it ;— that is> ^compare 
«h* iwtfure of the ijiititution of a houfe of Compiem with 
tfm i$fti. jupon re^<yd, To eftabWh 9 claim of privilege in 
Ml^^f hpufc, and *P diftinguiflj original. right jfcem an ufar- 
|M)Di k wnft appear that it is indiftfcnfibly neceflary for 
!*e ptffQmtence of the duty, they are employed inland alfo 
Ahtf it Jus been uniformly allowed. From the firft part of this 
j^fcripuon it follow* clearly, that whatever privilege does of 
figjit belong tqtfce prefent houfe of Commons, did equally 
Mpng to the firft aijfembly of th,eir predeceffors, was as conir 
^lately veiled 19 them, and might have been e?ertifed;in jthe 
.fesne exjtent. , From the fecond we muft infer that privileges, 
4whid}* fer. fever^l centuries, were not only new allowed* 
>ut never even claimed by the houfe rf Commons^ muft he 
^auidN upon, usurpation. The constitutional duties of a 
fcwfo of Commons are not very complicated, nor my&cri- 
4>w. They are p prppofe or affent to wholrfome laws far 
Jhe benefit of t&e nation. They are to grant, the neceffiuy 
&\i$ to the king* — petitian for the rcdrefs of grievances, and 
jprofecute treafon or high crimes againft the ftate. If unli- 
mited privilege be ncceflary to the performance, of *hefe du- 
^s > we have f&fan to conclude, that for many centuries 
;after the inftitution of the houfe of Commons they were never 
performed. I %m not bound to prove -^negative, but I ap- 
peal to the English hiftory when I affirm that, with the ex- 
ception already fluted, (which yet I ought fafply relmquifb) 

for 
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&ere is ho precedent, from the year 1265 te the death of 
Queen Elizabeth, of the Houfe of Commons having imr 
pnfoned any man (not a Member of their Houfe) for eon-* 
tempt or breach of privilege. In the moft flagrant cafes, and 
when their acknowledged privileges were hioft gtofsly violated^ 
the poor Commdns y as they then ftiled thcmfelves, never took 
the power of punrthment into their, own hands. They either 
fought redrefs by petition to the king, or, what is more re- 
markable, applied for juftice to the houfe of Lords: and 
wnea fitisfattiojt was denied them or delayed, their only re- 
medy was to refufe proceeding upon the king's bufinefs. Sp 
little conception had our anceftors of the monftrouS do&rine| 
now maintained concerning privilege, that ih the reign of 
Elizabeth, even liberty of ipeech, the vital principle of a de» 
iiberative aflembly, was retrained, by the queen's authority 
to a fimpie aye or no, and this reftri&ion^ though impofed 
upon three fucceflive parliaments*, was never once difputed by 
the houfe of Commons ! 

I kiaow there are many precedehtsof arbitrary commitment* 
for contempts ; but, befides that, they are of too modern $ 
date to warrant a prefumption that fuch a power was origi- 
ginally veiled in the houfe of Commons.' — Fa ft alobe doe* 
not conftitute right. If it does, general warrants were law- 
ful.— An ordinance of the two noufes has a force equal to 
law ; and the criminal jurifdi&ion afliimed by the Commons* 
in 162 u in the cafe of Edward Lloyd is a good precedent, 
to warrant the like proceedings again ft any man who (hall un- 
advtfedly mention the folly of a king, or the ambition of a 
prince fs. The truth is, Sir, that the greateft and moft ex- 
ceptionable part of the privileges now contended for, wer£ 
introduced and aflerted by a houfe of Commons which abo- 
liflied both monarchy and peerage, and wbofe proceedings^ 
although they ended in one glorious ad of fubftantial juftice* 
could no way be reconciled to the forms of the conftitution. 
Their fucceflbrs profited by the example, and confirmed their 
power by making a moderate or popular ufe of it. Thus it 
grew by degrees, from a notorious innovation at one period * 
to be tacitjly admitted as the privilege of parliament at an- 
other. 

If however it could be proved* from corifideratiohs of he- 
teffity or convenience, that an unlimited power of commit- 
ment ought to be intrufted to the Houfe of Commons^ and 
that in fa ft they have exercifed it without oppofition* ftill in 
contemplation of law, the prefumption is ftrongly againft 

* In the years 1593 — 1597 — and i6oi< 

Vol. VIII. Q.q them, 
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them. It is a leading maxim of the laws of England,, (and*, 
"without it, all laws are nugatory) that there is no right* with- 
out a remedy, nor any legal power without a legal' courfe to 
carry it into effect. Let the power now in quejftiori, be tried 
by this rule. The fpeaker itfues his warrant of attach- 
ment. The party attached either refifts force with force, or 
appeals to a magittrate, who declares the Warrant illegal, and 
discharges the piifoner. Does the law provide no legal means 
for ihforcing a legal warrant ? Is there no regular proceed- 
ing pointed out in our law-books to aflert and vindicate the 
'authority of fo high a court as the houfe of Corr.mohs ? The 
qaeftion is anfwered diredtly by the fa£h Their unlawful 
commands are refilled, and they have no remedy. The im- 
pHfonment of their own members is revenge indeed, but it 
is no aflertion of'the privilege they Contend for. Their whole 
proceeding flops j and there they ftand, afharned to retreat, 
and unable to advance. Sir, thefe ignorant men fhould be 
luformed, that the execution of the laws of England is not 
left in this uncertain, defencelefs condition. IF the procefa 
'of the courts of Weftminfter-hall be refilled, they have a 
direel courfe, fufficient to inforce fubmiffion. The Court of 
king's bench commands the {heriffto raife the pojji comitatus* 
ffbe courts of chancery and exchequer iflue a writ of rebel- 
ihrzy which muft alfo be fupported, if neceflary by the power 
of the county. —To whom will our honeft representa- 
tives dire£t their writ of rebellion ? The guards, I doubt not, 
are willing enough to be employed, but they know nothing 
of the do&rine of writs, and may think it necfiflary to wait 
for a letter from lord Barrington. 

* It may how be obje&ed to. me, that my arguments prove 
too much ; for that certainly there may be irtftances of con- 
tempt and infult to the houfe of Commons which do'* not 
fall within my own exceptions, yet, in regard to the dignity 
of the Houfe, ought not to pafs unpunifhed. Be it fo*' — The 
Courts of Criminal Jurifdiclion are open to profecutions, 
which the attorney-general may commence by information or 
jndi&ment. A libel tending to afperfe or vilify the houfe of 
commons, or any of their members, may be as feverely pu- 
fiifhed in the court of king's bench,'asa libel upon the king^ 
Mr. De Grey thought fo, when he drew up the information 
Upon my letter to his majefty, or he had no meaning in charg- 
ing it to be a fcandalous libel upon the houfe. of Commons. 
In ?r?y opinion, they would confult their real dignity much 
better, by appealing to the laws when they are offended, than 
by violating the firft principles of natural juftice, which for- 
bids us to be judges, when we are parties to the caufe. 

I do 
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I do not mean to purfue them through the remainder of 
Cheir proceedings. In their firft refolution, it is poffible they 
might have been deceived by ill-conftdered precedents. For 
the reft, there is no colour of palliation or excufe. They 
have advifed the king to refume a power of difpenfing with 
the. laws by royal proclamation; and kings wc fee arc ready 
enough/ to follow fuch advice. — By mere violence, and with- 
out the fhadow of right, they have expunged the record of a 
judicial proceeding. — Nothing remained, but to attribute to 
their own vote a power of flopping the whbie diftributioq of 
criminal and civil juftice. 

The public virtues of the chief magiftrate have long fince 
•ceafed to be in queftion. But it is faid that he has private 
good qualities, and I myfelf have bjen ready to acknwledge 
them. They are now brought to the tdl. If he loves his 
people, he will diffolve a parliament which they can nei 
ver confide in or refpe&. — If he has any regard for his 
pwn honour, he will difJain to be any longer connected witli 
fuch abandoned proftitutioa. But if it were conceivable', 
•that a king of this country had loft all fenfe of- perfonal ho- 
nour, and all concern for the welfare of his fubjecls, I con- 
fefs, Sir, I ftiould be contented to renounce the forms of the 
conftitution once more, if there were^no other way to obtain 
fubftantial juftice for die people. 

\ jun'.iu s; 

— i n 1 ■ 11 ' ■ ■ <• ■»» » ■' ■■ "i i n ■ ■ » " ■ ' ■ ;' ■ " P U F 

Extract from Alexander Scott* s Legacy to bis Country $ 

J fcarce Book j Printed A. D. 1689. p. 28. 

** TTT7E are P er ^ a P ? effectually freed from the tyrannfezj 
VV Stuarts, (1689, the reader will pleafe«t6 ren-enber, 
was the next year after the Revolution) and from Popery 
and Slavery : But methinks I fee another evil rufbrng in upon 
lis, which, if it prevafls to a great degree, and poftefity (hould 
be at a lofs how to deal with it, may reduce the nation to a 
ftate of more helplefs diftrefs than that from which we hope 
in God we are juft delivered. If the dangerous mode of 
government lately adopted, of clofeting, penfioriing, and 
placing. the Members of theH'oufe of Commons, fhould be 
'carried to aH the lengths which may be imagined, pofterity 
may fee fome hundreds of placemen fitting in the Houfe, be- 
sides a multitude of fecret penftoners and expectants, vvhd 
tiaving a profped of indemnifying themfelVcs, may be ready 
to humour a corrupt Court in loading the people with taxes; 
in voting a numerous ftanding armyj in retrenching liberty^ 

Q,q 2 partictt- 
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particularly that of the prefs ; in multiplying ncedlcf$ exor- 
bitant places i in demolishing the great barrier againft tyranny 
trialby juries ; in building kingly prerogative and parliamen- 
tary privilege on the ruins of Magna Charta and the conftitu- 
tion 5 and eft abli filing a tyranny the more formidable, as it 
will have the appearance of regular and constitutional govern- 
inent, by King, Lords, and Commons, and as oppofitioa to 
}t will be called rebellion againft lawful authority. In thofe 
difmal times the will of the Court will be the law of the 
Houfes, the known fenfe of the people will be di ("regarded, 
?nd refponfibility to conftituents a matter of ridicule. 

" I leave thefe papers to be pubii/hed after my deceafe, that 
pofterity may not be unprepared for this tremendous event, 
.which will effectually and irrevocably rivet the chains of fer- 
vitude on the people of Britain, unlefs they take courage, lay 
aiide party vie, ws, and acft unanimoufly as follows ; 

u Whenever the people fhall find themfelves in the fitua- 
tlon here deferred, let the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common-Council, Livery, the Merchants, the incorporate 
companies, and the other inhabitants of the great, the rich, 
ihe free metropolis, put forth a declaration, that they fee 
the national liberty to be, by means of parliamentary cor- 
ruption, in imminent danger, and that they hold it abso- 
lutely neceffary that parliaments be made (as originally) an* 
nual, with exclufion of two-thirds, by rotation, every par- 
liament ; that the inconfiderable boroughs be deprived of the 
•privilege arbitrarily given- them by Kings and Queens of 
fending members (to the number of fixty additional in one 
reign ;T and that the Metropolis, the great counties, and the 
rich, cities and towns, have fuch an addition of feprefenta- 
tives, as fl^ll keep up the prefent number of the Houfe of 
Commons upon the whole $ and that no known placeman, 
'or penfioner, or officer in the Navy or Army, have a feat in 
the Houfe, with heavy penalty in cafe of tranfgreifion, an4 
Reward to informers. 

u Every man of common fenfe will fee that thefe few re* 
gulations will at any time reftore efficiency to the conftitu- 
|ion,ibecaufe they will render bribery on the part. of. the court 
impofiible, and then the Members will, have no intcreft, but 
that of their country, to purfuc. 

«* The conference of the city's declaration will be, that 
the County of J/tiddlefcx, and all the counties, and all the 
cities and great towns, will publifli declarations to the/ fame 
effect. Let ^11 the inhabitants of the capital, qr if poflible 
of the Ifland, befet the Houfes of Parliament, and infift on 
jlje pafling of fuch a&s, as they ftall lee n,eceffary for the 

' Pyblig 



• Digitized by VjO( 



( M9 > 

yufeiicfafety. If twenty thoufand iiV^* 'fe$*ld (which <*o* 
/or bid!) be facrificed in one day, in endeavouring toobfcaia 
the reftoration of purity of parliament, they Will, to gain Jo 
important a point, be well beftowed. For (let pofterity hear 
^nd tremble) a corrupt Houfe of Commons is the grefcteft evil 
.that ever can arife in England $ it is the evil, which lira** 
dreffed, muft bring a total extinction of liberty. JPdr Eng* 
land can never be enflaved but by a parliament, and without 
interpofition of the people, will, under a corrupt parliaments, 
tnoft certainly lofe her liberties,, 

" If the King, Lords, and Cornrnons of tbafe times {if/ 
ever fach times fhould come) do prefume to cefufe, wten re* 
quired by the whole people, to grant thofe feevritiep *£ 
liberty, which if they were the true fathers of the people, 
they ought fpontaneoufly to hold out to them without flay* 
ing to be afked ; if. the government of thofe times fhould 
prefume, I fay, to refufe the demand of the whole people, 
this will be ipfo* facto declaring themfelves the determined 
enemies of the people, to whom they owe their authority, 
jtad it will then be lawful and neceflary for the people, to 
£rcak all meafures with them, and to treat them as all wife, 
and brave nations have treated the declared enemies of their 
liberties. 

*.* Lret no daftardly fpirit check the genius of England* 
wheri routing in vindication of liberty, by crying' out, the 
.- Army, the Army! An army of Englifhmen will hardly bb 
brought to fight againft the liberties of Engliflimen. If they 
•J>e fo mercenary as to Chew themfelves difpofed to murder 
pheir countrymen for hire, let the people outbid the govern** 
•ment. Surely the purfe of the former is deeper than that 
of the latter. Let the people afl'ure the foldiery, that taking- 
-$he fide of liberty, they lhall have their own liberty improved, 
from fjavery for life, to difmiffion with continued pay for 
life, or from the condition of Soldiers, to that of Militia* 
men. Mifchief has on fuch occafions been prevented by 
civilly befieging the commanders af the'Army in. their houfes. 
Officers will always be gentlemen of education. SuQfc pef* 
fons may generally be afhamsd. into tendernefs for their conn** 
try* * The' more mercenary may be better* provided for by th* 
people, than the Court can afford. Some may be fpirited 
%way. Many will dread the refentment of the people; for 
officers cannot be always guarded by their men* , An army 
without commanders is a flock of fljeep without a fliepherd. 

^ But the matter is not likely ever to come to this ex* 
frcmity, unlefs Englifhmen lofe their national character. 
'J'he J^embsrs of both Houfes will hardly be fo defperate as 

to 
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to oppofe the undoubted fenfe of the nation properly declared 
and enforced. They will dread aftaffination in the country 
'Where the foldtefy will not be able to fave them. They will 
confider the whole people as. an over-ntatch for fix or eight 
hundred, and that, without doing them any violence within 
the law, the many muft have it in their power to make the 
lives of th$ few a burthen to them. 

** Thefc hints I leave for the wifdom and bravery of pof- 
terity to work upon. The foorier the envenomed weed of 
parliamentary corruption is attacked, the more eafily itw.iH 
be eradicated. O my countrymen! Refolve before it be 
too late to deftroy parliamentary corruption, elfe it will' de- 
ft ray you/' 

« ' ■ *— '■ ■ J ■ L ■■ ■ 

/CASE/«rCOUNClL, 
Law agalnji Privilege. 

TV/JR* Law hath, for time immemorial, been in poffeffion 
XVJL of a freehold eftate, to which are annexed many rights 
and immunities, and continued to hold the fame uncontefted 
and unmolefted, till a few days ago, when Mr. Privilege, 
without ferving him or his tenants with any eje&ment or 
legal proceeding, entered upon the premifes by force and vio- 
lence* turned out him and his tenants, and 'keeps pofleffion 
of the feme, in open defiance of the faid Mr. Law, who is 
the only rightful owner thereof. 

Queftion- How, in what ttianner, and in what Court of 
Juftice, can Mr. Law proceed againft Mr. Privilege, to re- 
cover his faid eftate, as Mr. Privilege hath bpepjy declared, 
he is above all Courts of Judicature, and will keep poffeffibn 
of the feme by force of arms, and be both Judge and* Jury 
in his own caufe ? 



State of Politicks with France and Spain. 

THE affair of Falkland's Ifland is far from being fettled, 
notwithftanding what has been given out. On the 
contrary, the probability that it will end in a war, becomes 
every day ftronger. Potter has been fent again to Madrid, 
and he isexpedted back in about ten days. The difpatchetf 
be brings, may poflibly determine fomething. But thofe 
who know the Spanifh court very well, fay, Their anfwers 
will be all fbuffiing, and evafive ; and their demands infolent, 
The prefent ftate of the negotiation is thus :— Fcance haj 

demanded 
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demanded that we fhould difarai. Oar answer to France h f 
that Spain, being the aggreflbr, muft difarm firft. Spain re- 
fufes to difarm, until a demand, which ihe has made, has 
been complied with. Her demand is, the abfolute ceifion of 
Falkland's Ifland. Nothing lefs will (atisfy ; and (he grounds 
this extraordinary demand upon a promife given on our part 
in the late negotiation, that if fhe made a temporary furren- 
cler of the ifland to faye the king of England's honour, it 
fhould be given back again tofave the king of Spain's, honour. 
Whatever art might have been made ufe of, to procure the 
late futile and«>nugatory declaration from Spain, for the fake 
of preferving in power, and lucrative employments a few 
months longer, the king's new favourites and minifters, viz # 
Jenkinfon, Elliot, and Dyfon; yet they dare not comply 
with this demand. In order to feel the pulfe of the nation, 
they employed penfioner Johnfon to write away the impor- 
tance of the ifland. The bafe defign was too flimfy not, to be 
immediately difcoVered ; and by the generous Englifh it was 
treated with abhorrence j— an abhorrence which will equally 
purfue the Tory writer of the Memoirs of Great Britain ; 
who hasabufed the City of London with a rancour, which 
could proceed from no other heart, but that of a Scot. Not* 
withftanding every ftudied affront upon the Englifh from, our 
northern falfe friends, and every trick of the Court, and the 
Court writers, to recommend the Scots, yet it mray.be fafely 
faid, They dare not give up Falkland *s Ifland : Nor, in their 
hands, can the difpute end without a war. The King of 
Spain knows their weaknefs, and is determined to take ad- 
vantage of it. He knows the confufton which reigns in our 
couni'els ; the contrariety of opinions, as numerous as the 
tongues at ftibel, which prevail among Qur minifters • the 
defencelefs ftate of the kingdom * 9 the rotten condition of the 
navy ; and the general diflike of the people to a fet of mink 
fters, or rather plunderers, ' whom they both deteft and de- 
fpife. 

— "■""■ ■ ' . " " *""■ " ' + 

O D E to Mr, Alderman OLIVER. By a Lady. 

NO more to jofn in feftive dance, 
Content and jocund mirth advance • / 

On Britain's foiling plains : 
No more to hail the coming fpnng, 
With carok blythe the vallies ring. 
From all her nymphs and fwains.» 
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?*he gttces an<f the loves *re fled,- 
And fudden horror reigns inftead^ 

And damps the mule's fires : 
Yetftill, in plaintive notes, and flow, 
Accorded to a nation's woe, 

I hear their trembling lyres* 

Oppreffion lifts her iron wand , 
And waves it o'er an inju rM I and, 

Triumphant in her might : 
Wake ! Britain, wake ! at Freedom's calif 
Ere yet thy drooping laurels fall, 

By foul corruption's blight. 

In time awake? O let not here 
Difl&onour'd freedom drop a tear, 

In Albion's long-lov'd clime : 
Albion whom haughty Spain has fear'd, 
An4 France's filken fons rever'd, 

Through all the walks of time.' 

Why was thy fword with vi&'ry crown'd ? 
Why prefs'd thy foes the blood- ftain'd ground ? 

. What power thy legions blefs'd ? 
Let Jgincourt and Crejfr own, 
Whence rofe the trophies of renown 
That deck'd Britannia's creft. 

And why, to emulate their praife, 
Her glories in meridian blaze 

Biirff o'er Germanics plain ? 
Why young and brave, yet great and good, 
Did Wolfej exulting, pour his blood, 

Ah! too untimely (lain. 

Sweet Liberty,, in all her charms, 
Refulgent, glittered on their arms, 

And fir'd each warrior's foul : 
To Gallic power untaught to bow, 
Shewreath'd each dying hero's brow, 

That nobly fcorn'd contrauk 

England ! thy glory rofe in vain— 
Whence do the flavtfh. fons of Spain 

Smile at thy baffled right ?— 
They faw thy finking fpirits>fall.;— 
Saw courtiers thy bold fons appall ; 

And triumphed at the fight.' 
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Yet patriot names again {hall rife, 

On Fame's bright columns to the ikies., 

With every virtue join'd : 
Friendfliip's ftri& faith, untainted truth, 
And all the gen'rous warmth of youth, . 

To fire the free-born mind, . » 

Each heart-felt forrow to beguile, f 
Benevolence, with April fmile, . .' 

Gilding woe's dewy tears ; 
And Fortitude, with arm of fteel, 
To vindicate the public weal, 

And chace a nation's fears. 

Britain ! for thee that arm was reared, 
When daunttefs OLIVER appeared, 

With native virtue warm :' 
Avenge his wrongs ! — Avenge thy own !* 
That Freedom, oh her fea-girt throne, 

May brave th'impending ftorm. 

Stafforiftnre. CAMU^ A. 

The CONSTITUTIONAL LITANY, fir 1771. 

FROM M-— d and his interrogatories, 
And from an obftinate thing who glories 
And confides in Jacobites and Tories, 

Libera nos, libera nos, libera nos Dom'ne. 
From a premier, who cannot lead or drive> 
Jemmy Twitcher, the greateft knave alive^ 
From informers and — — No.' 45. 

Libera nos, &c. 
FromcockingGeorge,atwhofenameall mayguefs, 
Who lately propos'd a reftraint on the prefs, 
And from a licencer, our ruin- no lefe, 

Libera nos, &c. 
From the paw of a modern Jefferies, 
And from Sir Bullface and his double fees, 
And from all fuch wicked rogues as theffe, 

Libera nos, &c 
From pardoning of murderers and thieves^ * 
From a damn'd lyar whom no, man believes, 
And from a hypocrite drefs'd in lawn fleeves, 
- Libera nos, &c. 

Vol. VIII. Rr From 
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From Maclaughlin, and all fiick bloody work, 
The tender mercies of Balf and Macquirk, 
And from a flock-jobbing judge, like a Turk, 
Libera nos, &c. 

From mefTengers, imprifonments, and fines, 

The C n-houfe junto, which it&derkiuttety 

England's conftitution, which daily pines, 
Leberanosj &c. ~ r 

From a ftate of exigence without hope, 
From B — e, the Pretender, and the Pope* 
And from a foe with whom we cannot cope r 

Libera nos j &c. 
From the bar of the political club, 
From the old defaulter, and his young cub, 
And from each notorious dignify'd fcrub, 

Libera nos, &c. 
From commitments, and illegal elections, 

The M ry, and all their connections* 

And from court tools of all complexions, 

Libiratiot, &c. 
From altering records', and packing juries, 
From an evil, for Which thelre no care is, . 
Deriv'd from a fountain which. impure is, 

Libera nos 9 &c. 
From the firft caufe of Britannia's ills, 
And the third regiment's pradice, which kiHs 
Folks in St. George's Fields, with Scotch pills, 

Libera nos, &c» 
From prefs-gangs, kidnappers^ and India crifrtps, 
From bailiffs, bullies, cock-bawds, and pimps, 
And from the Devil, and all his imps, • 

Libera MR) &c. .-:.,- 

From a long purfe without any pence, 
A Proclamation devoid of fenfe, . 
And from liberty in the future tenfe, 

Libera nos, &c. ' 

From public and private ill advifers, 
From foreftallers and monopolizers, 
And from all underfilling advertifers, 

Libera jios, &c. 
From a political p'arfon's oration, ' 

Which mifguides the people's adoration, 
From God, to the tyrants of the nation, 

Libera nos, &c. 

From 
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From the usurpation of a harlot, 
And from each Right Hon. varlet 
At c — t, whether dreffed in black or fcarlet, 

Liberates, &c. 
From oppreffion, which always borders, 
And leads to anarchy and diforders, 
And from infolence, like the R ■ *s f 

Libera ms 9 &c. 
From ev*ry encroachment on the city, 
From the power of the open committee, 
And from B — ~— n and his banditti, 

Libera nos, &c. 

From the vote of a venal Majority, 
Who now have the fuperiority 
Over our good friends in the minority, 
Libera not) &c. 

From the loyalty of court addrefles, 
And from an apoftate who confeflfes, 
Like Sawney W ne, his diftrefles, 

Libera nos 9 &c. 
From a critical Spanilh convention, 
From the bias of a place or penfion, * 
On the voice where we need not mention, 

Libera nas, &c. 
From all High Commiffion Star Chamber courts, 
A new edition of the Book of Sports, 
And from ftanding armies, towers, and forts, 

Libera n*s 9 &c. 
From paffive obedience in any light, 
And non-refiftance when wefhouM fight 
Againft th' invaders of each common right, 

Libera nos, &c. 

From a long life of fervile dependance, 

And from a tedious levee attendance 

On rich knaves or fools, whom, pray God fend hence. 

Libera nos 9 Sec, 
From the prefent p— — — tYduration, 
And from the deaf ear of high ftation, 
So long turn'd to the cries f of the nation, 

Libera nes> &c. 

THOMAS STERNHOLD. 

* ■' | — ■ ' - ■ ' ■!■■■■■! I " mtm n i f m , i n ■■ 

t A new p» t. 
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POLITICAL INTEL LI GENCE. 

A circumftantid Account of what pajfed on. ThurSday *i* 4th of 
April, when the Lord Mayor and Mr, Alderman QkVer 
raw** brought by Habeas Corpus £*/ir* the judges. 

THURSDAY afternoon, by the advice of Mir. Serjeant 
Giynn, the committee of the common council directed 
their folicitor to apply for writs of Habeas Corpus for the 
Lord Mayor and Mr, Alderman Oliver. The writ for Mr. 
Oliver was with peculiar propriety applied for to lord Mans- 
field ; the writ for the lord mayor was applied for to lord chief 
juftice De Grey. They did not dare to refufe the writs. Ac- 
cordingly the lord mayor and alderman were on Friday con- 
veyed by Major Collins to Serjeant's Inn; but the judges not 
being there, they were carried to lord chief juftice De Grey's 
houie in Lincoln's-inn Fields. The committee of .the con^- 
mon council attended with Serjeant Glynn and couhfellor 
John Lee. After the Warrant of commitment, and an affi- 
davit of Mr. Robert Holder, had* bein read by Mr. Roberts 
the city folicitor; Mr, Glyrin proceeded* to urge reaSons why 
the lord mayor fhould be feleafed from his impritoment :. his 
chief reafons were, that the warrant on which the lord mayor 
was committed was not a legal authority to detain him, be- 
caiife it alledged an aft as a particular breach of privilege, 
which he proved not to be a breach of privilege, but 
merely the difcharge of. duty, which a# if the lord mayor 
had not done, he would, have been guilty of a breach of his 
oath and a violation of the laws. Mr. Glynn likewife ob- 
served that where different jurisdictions clafted, yet a .magis- 
trate, a&ing in his office had never been adjudged guilty of 4 
contempt by any other; even in cafes where a Superior juris- 
diction had Set aSi'de and reverfed the a£t. fle faid, Magif- 
trates in England did not acT: with a rope about their necks ; 
but even if they were'miftaken in their opinions, could not 
bepunifhed as criminals, unlefs by fbme 6vert-a£ts they ma- 
nifefteda corrupt and criminal motive of their actions. He 
Said, the commitment of the meffenger was for a breach of 
the peace, and that privilege of parliament woulcl not prevent 
the Speaker himfelf from being committed for a breach of the 
peace. He faid, Sir Fletcher Norton pretended to no power 
to commit but as Speaker; and that power he did not claim 
as belonging to his office, but'merely as the inftrument of the 
houfe ; that the houfe by their resolution had authorised only 
the Serjeant and deputy-Serjeant. to apprejiend; and that the 
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warrant was dire&ed only to the ferjeant and deputy-ferjeant, 
confequently tofcild convey no authority to Witham the mef- 
fenger : that therefore Witham had not even the authority 
of the houfe of •commons for apprehending Miller. He faid, 
though the judges could- not tell perhaps what were the privi- 
leges of the houfe of commons, they were bound to fay what 
was not their privilege; and that lord chief juftice Holt, in 
the cafe of the Aylefbury men, had declared, that if a man 
was committed by the commons, on the charge of a con- 
tempt i yet fuch perfon ought to be discharged, unlefs it ap- 
peared to be a contempt according to law. 

He faid, courts of juftice often decided concerning thepri- 
vilege of parliament, as had indeed been very lately done by 
lord Camden in the common pleas. On the whole he fub- 
mitted to his lordfhip that the lord mayof ought to be releafed 
from his unjuft and unlawful imprifonment — becaufe the 
houfe of commons have no authority to puniih magiftrates 
a£ting in their office according to law ; becaufe the houfe had 
no lawful authority to arreft Miller 5 becaufe the laws ought 
to obtain before a refolution of one branch of the legisla- 
ture ; becaufe a breach of the peace is not to be tolerated for 
fear of a pretended breach of privilege ; becaufe Witham the 
meflengerhad not even the fham authority of the houfe of 
commons ; becaufe an order of the houfe of commons is not 
law; and becaufe the warrant of the fpeaker was not even 
conformable to that order. • 

Mr. Lee enforced all the fame arguments with great ability 
and fhrewdnefs, and faid that the chief juftice muft now on 
the face of the warrant either decide Witham to be the fer- 
jeant or deputy-ferjeant of the houfe of commons, or confefs 
that Miller was never in the cuftody of the houfe ; becaufe the 
warrant is dire&ed to be ferved only by the ferjeant or deputy- 
ferjeant, and if the houfe had (which however he denied) 
the authority they in this cafe ufurped, yet this warrant 
would not authorife any perfons but thole to whom it was 
directed : he faid it J ike wife appeared on the face of the war- 
rant that Witham was not one of the perfons to whom the 
warrant was directed ; for Witham is called mejfenger in con- 
tradiftin&ion to ferjeant or deputy- ferjeant. He faid the chief 
juftice was at that very moment in the fame fituation with the 
lord maycr when he decided againft Witham ; and that the 
chief juftice was bound to adr according to his oath and the 
law, without paying any regard to the opinions, orders or re- 
folutions of any aflembly however refpc&able or powerful ; 
and he added that the lord mayor at leaft would have been 
perjured if he had declared the fpeaker's warrant lawful 2 

much 
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much more perjured if be bad decided tfe* fewce'of that 
warrant by Witbam to be lawful : and perjured if be bad oot 
given a legal redrefs to Miller again ft the f*M* imprifonmejit 
and aflault -committed on him by Witham. lie fold it would 
have been a very unfit, mean, and unworthy aafwer of the 
lord mayor to Miller to have laid, " The houfe of common 
is a powerful. body, and I cannot take, notice -of what they or 
«heir Servants do ; though the laws and my oath make no 
exception, in t^eir favour, yet I cannot meddle with their 
aftions." Such an anfwer Mr. Lee kid would have been to 
the laft degree mean and unworthy of any magistrate ; lie ad* 
4fd, that his lordfliip the chief juftice would confider what 
aafoef it was becoming of him to give who was now in the 
tery fituation that the lord mayor was in, when according to 
the law and bis oath, he discharged Miller from an unjuft 
tod manifeft illegal imprifopment* 

To thefe and other arguments of the learned counfel the 
Chief Juftice replied, that the courts of juftice might if tbey 
pleated when a matter of privilege came incidentally before 
iheja, decide upofl the legality of that privilege ;. but be faid 
the courts aft. by an authority which they have by common 
hwi but the judges in tfte prefent cafe* aft only under the 
particular aft of parliament, which gives th*n an authority 
iniuacatim time to relieve from imprifonment perfons com- 
mitted by courts or magiftrates having criminal jurifdiftion $ 
and directs them to take proper bail for the appearance of 
pcrfons (6 relieved either in the king's bench or in that court 
of juftice where the particular offences, with which the pcr- 
fens are charged, are cognizable. » Now he faid, the lord 
mayor's cafe did not fall within that aft, for he is not com- 
mitted by any court or magistrate having criminal )HrifdtiU$n> 
it being abfurd in the legal fenfe of the word to call thetovrft 
of commons a court of judicature : again the lard, mayor' is 
ju* charged with any thing crininal : again, that he could 
not bind him over to appear in the king's bench or any other 
court, the matters with which he is charged not being cog** 
nh&ableby any court, orpuni&able by any laws : again, that 
be could not tell what bail to take, becaufe he could not 
guefs what the houfe of commons- might think fuftcient bail : 
again, it would be abfurd to bind him over to appear in the 
houfe of commons. 

He repeated it, that this aft of parliament was only in- 
tended to give relief to perfons charged with rr/mr, coofe- 
quently did not extend to the lord mayor's cafe, he being not 
charged with any crime. Befides, he faid, this was not in 
the vacation of the court which committed the tord mayor, 

the 
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the hoiifc of commons being ftill fitting ; therefore this cafe 
was not within the particular aft. He laid it had been deter* 
mined by the judges before thin time* that a fingie. judge 
ctmld not meddle with fuch a cafe, • He mentioned the cafe of 
the Ayfefhiry men in 1704, when chief juftice Holt was of * 
difiWent opmtcm from all the other judges. He laid there waa 
indeed no oonrell or particular account of each judge's opinio* 
and veafonsin that cafe; but heeouldnot act againft that 
decision. He feitf it was* not very clear how thatdifpute wn» 
fettled; hat that every one. knew it produced a diffolacion of 
that parliament. He finifhed by faying, that he was clear 
the prefent was a eaft with which he could not meddle; and 
that the levd tnaytfr mufr be remanded. 

• After this decitioft of chief juftice De Grey, Mr. Olivet 
Wis carried, atconfing to appointment, before lord Mans* 
field, cit his chambers in Serjeant's Inn. 

The Oetmfellors, Mr. Glynn and Mr.Lee, knowing that 
lord Mansfield had been that morning with die chief juftic* 
DoGney, and hearing that Mveafmsvmz fuAcient to pre- 
vent the chief juftice from granting the benefit of the a&, and 
having heard it faid by a judge that a man charged with a 
&ime may have the benefit of the aft, but that a man chargrad 
wt*h-***r»&* cannot; the councilors knowing liJcesvtft ioni 
Mansfield andhts charaQtr and principles, refttfedto. pleu& 
htfcw Mm. When Mr. Oliver c&mebefoie lot* MatmMi* 
his lordfhip afked, if he had not coanfel j he was answered, 
No. # * I thought yon had counfel— I have none." His Jord- 
ftip then alfked, if Mr. Oliver had any thing to urge. Mr.- 
Gfc*er faid, No, that his lordfliip knew how he ought to de- 
termine. 

Lord Mansfield then, after hearing the warrant and affida- 
vit nead, declared, •« he was bound by law and precedent mt 
tt>ba*l otdrfetafgein this cafe, the parliament being fttH #t- 
tiHg? thatthe alderman muft therefore be remanded." 
^ The 22d, precrfely at half an- hour after eleven o'clock, th* 
iSgtot hon. the lord mayor, attended by major CoUins^ and 
federal -flioufatrds of the populace, was brought by writ *f 
hpbun corfu^t beforathe judges <of the court of common pleas* 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn firft moved for the return of the writ* 
to be read. WhHtt the writ was readings Mr. juftioe Goaid 
obferved, tbraf it only direfted the body of SrafsCroiby, E% 
to" be brought before the right hon. Sir William' de Grey,, 
without mentioning the names of other judges, ; and thai, 
thtrrfore, it muff -be altered before it could he admitted. 
Here another otije&ion arofe on account of this alteration, 
as the name endorfed on the wrk was Charies Ranstfofd^ 

deputy* 
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deputy-lieutenant of the Tower j whereas the perfon who at- 
tended the lord mayor, his name was Collins, Rainsford's 
deputy. Serjeant Glynn availed htmfelf of this miftake ; and 
faid, it was a reafon that the lprd. mayor, flrould i» inftantly 
difcharged, having not obtained that fatisfa&ion by ; a "legal 
enquiry, which the writ of habeas corpus entitled him to* The 
court unanimoufty objected to this ; but as major Collins re- 
ported his principal, Charles Rain$ford, to be. not* in ^-con- 
dition, from illnefs, to attend, the writ was accepted in its 
prefeat form, and Mr. ferjeant Glynn, fupported his firft mo- 
tion to the following purport : .. 

. He obferved that " the lord mayor was committed by a 
warrant from Sir Fletcher Norton, ftated to be an, order of 
the houfe of commons, for the infringement of their privi- 
leges ; that to this he oppofed the habeas corpus ad*, the higheft 
conftitutional authority, to fatisfy how far that warrant was 
kgal on enquiry y that the fpecial mandate of the. king, was 
often over-ruled by this authority; that no power wad fupe- 
xior to it, here they muft all bend, all yield acuuiefcence. He 
faid, he woiild not deny, but that the. houfe had certain pri- 
vileges, annexed to their authority, but they were not of that 
myftic tented to exclude the interference of the laws of- the 
l*nd, particularly when they diredtlycontradi&ed them* (Here 
the ferjeant ftated the whole of the prefeat tranfa&ipn). And 
now, my lords, concludes he, how could my lord mayor a& 
other wife than he did ? As chief magistrate of .the. city, he 
was bound by his oath and confeience to diftribute the laws 
as they appeared to dilate to him— no confidcration on earth 
could pofiibly interfere ; and did not the common law fpeak 
foexprefsly for the conduit of his lordfiup, his a&ing from 
confluence alone could not culpate him, as no magiftrate 
whatfoever can be punifhed wboads intentionally right, and 
who takes his confeience for his guide. If you add to thefe 
confiderations, that the order for apprehending the printer of 
the London Evening Poft, was directed to the -ferjeant or de- 
puty -ferjeant .of the houfe of commons, and notwithstanding 
this Specification* executed by Witham the Meffengex, your 
lprdthips will, in my opinion, have the jufteft grounds for, 
immediately enlarging his lordfliip. 

. Serjeant Jephfonfeconded ferjeant Glynn, by entering into 
tl# power of the houfe of commons, and {hewing in. what 
particular cafes they were amenable to the courts. He en- 
tered intoa-defcription of the habeas corpus a£t, and its confer 
quences, and then quoted the following cafes : the cafe of 
Sir Philip Thicknefle, charged by the courts with adultery— 
difcharged, becaufe they had no power to commit, Coke's 

Inft, 
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, {hft. 4tb 9 p. 434; the cafe of Sir WilKam Chaurey ; lord 
. Vaughn in Bttihel's cafe; John Mab in queen Elizabeth's 
. time, and the late cafe of Mr.' Wilkes; all of whom were dif- 
ch*fged for not being properly committed. He thenfhewed* 
Willi great ingenuity, how far thefe cafes applied to the pre- 
fer* » whkh, he laid, proved to a certainty, the lfegai necef- 
fity of having his lord (hip immediately difcharged. 
%, Thefe arguments being concluded, lord chief juftice 
De Grey gave his opinion to the following purport: 

He ohfervtd, ■«* the firft point to confidher was,' whether 
the authority of commitment was a legal authority ; if legal, 
the court could not difcharge; now, the commitment was 
for a breach of privilege, in difcharging a printer contrary to 
• Mieir order. I Ihould be glad to know how we can try that 
r master here.?- hew are no parties; we can hear rio witneffes j 
formerly .the pleas of privilege fuperfeded the law in dafes of 
.aUkm* now they are pleas in ftay of procefs ;' if thefe Were, 
and are the cafes in common -aftions, how much kfs autho- 
rity have we in theprefenf, when the affair rs a commitment 
for* breach of privilege, and contempt of their authority. 
rife fuirtber ob&rved, that every court had its particular privi- 
•i*g£*> where the other could not interfere, -as the confutation 
had thought more proper to give this power into the hands of 
rnen, bound by their odths and duty, than incur the rifk of 
-qonttnulng trials from court to court. He iififtanced- this int 
flfee cafe of a perfon's being pilloried, for a contempt of the 
- court of common pleas^ which however it may be thought a 
•bard&ip, there was no further redrefs : if this limitation 
takes place then, fays he, in inferior courts, how much more 
rnuft it in the higheft court of judicature in this kingdom* 
where lord Colce fays* the members have hot only a judicial 
/eat, but a judicial powtr in their own laws and privileges ? 
.They can commit on ele&ions, contempts, breach of privi- 
Jcge, inc. &e. and I defy any man to fhew me an inftance, 
jirhere the courts of law have offered to interfere; and this 
they doc from their ufages, records, precedents, &c. which 
*he Itx & tsnfuetudo partiatoemi have given them : it were no 
doubtto.be wi (bed 5 that there was a regular code j expreffive 
- jrf. thofe privik^esi that ifre fhould be aWe to judge, with 
ibme degree ofprecifion; but fince we cannot judge of the 
contempt, hov? can we judge of the puniQiment? Tor thefe 
jreafane, he w* for remanding his lordfhrp to the Tower. 
. - Mr. juftioe Gould obferved", that the lord chief juftice had 
g*ner fo fully. into. the matter, as left him little to fav ; he 
therefore contented himfelf with remarking, that though 
Witham was neither the ferieant nor deputy-ferjeant, yet it 
Vol* VIII. S f was 
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was agreeable to the rules and orders of the houfe of <5ommorts* 
that he, as meflenger, (though not exprefled in the drder) 
fliould a& as if either. He then entered intb a few cafes ap- 
plicable to his opinion, and concluded with his brother chief, 
that as every court muft judge of > its own contempt, fo the 
houfe of Commons, as the higheft court of judicature, were 
the only judges of theirs. 

Mr. -Juftice Blackftone apologized for adding any thing 
of his own, to fuch refpe&able authorities ; but faid he 
could not refift, in fo particular a cafe, -making a few ob- 
fervations, which were, " that privileges were infeparabfe 
'from fo high a. court of judicature as the houfe of Commons; 
they were the heceflary efie£k of fuch a tribunal, for the 
fake of j office; every court, he observed, had its particular 
privileges, which were nottranfgreffed by th£ dther courts ; 
for if the contrary was the cafe, a perfon committed in one, 
may, be tried alternately by the other three; it would there- 
fore be equally improper to involve the privileges of the houfe 
of commons with the courts, as the privileges of the courts 
with tbpfe of thehoufe of commons." He then read ttotes 
of the lord chief juftice Wright's opinion, and ttie.reftjjf the 
judge^ of the common pleas"at' that time, on a fimltar Cafe, 
which', with the complexion of the prefentcafe^ deci'deu%irn 
to agree in opinio;! with his brethren, ' v ** . * 

Mr. juftice Nares only declared, that having given' the 
ftri&eft attention to this whole bufmefs, he-was clearly of 
opinion with the reft of his brother judges. 

In confequence of thefe opinions the lord mayor was re- 
manded to the Tower. . , 

* # * In the courfe of this month, the two Muj/lrtaus prr- 
foners in the Tower, have received the moft hohdutable and 
affectionate teftimonies of the veneration and efteerrr in which 
they are held by their fellow citizens— All the. wards of the 
city, except three, having waited on them, in proper form, 
to thank them for their manly, fpirited, upright conduct both 
as magiftrates, and as members of the houfe of commons. In 
a word, the Tower has been converted into a palace, nothing 
but proceffions, and entertainments being heard of daily $ to- 
gether with the marks of attachment, (hewn by.t^e popullce 
on occafion of their, appearance to rjemand the benefit of the 
habeas corpus aft y and the . refgeftful addrefles , knt to. thqki 
from all parts of the kingdom— we think they may be . con- 
fidered as enjoying the honours of a triumph, raUjerthan any 
dif^race or puniihmenr, from theii commitment by the houfe 
of commons. ^ 

AN 
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AN- IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF 
Political Works. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In our Regifter for the month of March, we promifed to examine 
critically, the ftate- papers publiihed by Mr. Almon, enti- 
tled, All the authenfc Papers relative to tie late negotiation with 
Spain and the taking of Falkland?* IJlandfrom the Englijb. The 

. proceedingsoftheHoufe of Commonsagainftthecity magif- 
rates having furnifhed fuch ample matter for the fucceeding 
number, we were obliged to poftpone the fubjefi: of the late con- 
vention with Spain to the prefent occafion ; and we *have now 
the fati$fa£ion to prefent our readers, a dear ftate of the 
whole negociation with Spain, not only as it is ftated in 

\ the papers, publiihed by Mr. Almon, but likewife as it 

. ftands Elucidated by the pen of the high and mighty Prince 
of Pqniioners Dr.-Samuel Johnfon. Th?s immaculate phi- 

. . lofopher.havingMnduftrioufly extracted the eflence of Al- 

* M tnqn's ftaie-»papers to^anfwer no other purpofe, but that 
of fwejling hit own pamphlet to a proper bulk, for its 
price j we can only recommend Mr. Almonds publication 

\ to all who are curious ift preferving authentic documents 

. of very important public tranfa&ions. To fuch, and to 

perfohs defigaed for public ftation, thefe ftate-papers may 

. prove Angularly ufeful, as they teach the form of carrying 
on ministerial correfpondence between courts; and every 
document of public offices contains matter of inftru&ion 
for young gentlemen of rank, who may have difrant views 
of being employed in them. 

Such extracts as are neceflary for our purpofe we (hall 
introduce in tbe critical enquiry we are now to make into 
the merit of Dr. Johnfon's pamphlet, to which we 

: proceed. 

Thoughts on the late Tranfaftions refpeftirig Falkland: IJlandu 
' $v*: if. 6d. Cadell. 

JT is univerfally agreed, that this lame defence* of a 
wretched caiife is written by the formidable Dr. Samuel 
Aftfon ; there Were two obvious methods of afcertaining this , 
• trirth, both of which have been fucefsfully praftifedby the author 
of this review. In thefiroft place, foon after the publication, 
he obferved the motions of the Scotch fry in many oi bur coffec- 
Jioiifcs ; and found them extoIHrrgto the (kits, this heavenly per- 

' formancej 
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formance ; and in order to iraprefs a weight and influence bet 
yond their own fulfome adulation, they toojecare to> inform 
*very one, whom" they could draw in to converfe on the fiibjeft, 
that Dr. Johnfon had filertced all oppofition to the latd prudent 
convention with Spain, by publishing hia iadifputafcle fenti- 
ments in favour of' the miniftry. As the prefent adminiftra- 
tion think it no difgrace to employ fpies in all quartet of 
the town, who frequent every public room, and indeed haunt 
moft private places, wfyefe any number of men are aflembled 
together to pafs the evening, it is not *t all unfair to make 
reprifals. This has bfecn done with refpe& to the pamphlet in 
queftjpo i and two circumftanpes have been traced which leave 
210 doubt about its author. 

The firft edition was diftribttfed* difperfed, and bought up, 
before it was poflible for any impartial judgement to be form- 
ed of its merits or demerits— this was effected by the-ftrength 
of recommendation from the miniftry for whofe defence it wa$ 
penned,— it was in the hands of every clerk in all the public of- 
fices under the government, and every member of the majo- 
rity in both houfes, pricr to, or on the day of publication— 
while our friends Sir Jq/hua Reynolds^ ancf honeft Botetti 
fparej no pains to promulgate the political gefpelof their 
great lord and mailer, till it became the common queftion 
of the day-r-Have you feen Dr. Johnfon V Falkland's IJktnd? 
Thefe are the arts taken to uftdr into the worldf, rhe politi- 
cal manoeuvres of an hireling, Who is fo weil paid by his Em- 
ployers, that the additional meannefs of iniuring the fale 
?nd enhancing the value of a Ample pamphlet, by a 
thoufand. little tricks and artifices fcould item beneath the 
dignity of & court petitioner \ but avarice leaves no mode fan- 
tried to add to her ftores. 

This laboured performance opens with a moral refle&ion 
ftrangely. worded, but calculated to fupport the main argu- 
jnent, in defence of the late convention. ' - 

" To proportion the eagernefs of conteft to its importance 
feems too hard a taflc for human wifdom." Any one, unac- 
quainted with *he Angularity of Dr. Johnfon's ftile„ would be 
apt to conclude, that he meant to mlinuate, that the eager- 
nefs of the conteft lately carried on with Spain was not pro- 
portioned toits importance, if tftis had been his, opinion we 
fliould.have had feme hopes that the increafe of his penfion 
from three to five hundred pounds per annum fince the pub- 
lication' of The Falft Alarm, had enabled him to purchaft 
fome of thebeft political treaties, and elbfety to apply himfellf 
to the ftudyofa fcience of which he appeared to be fo totally 
ignorant lail vear* But on the. contrary he has now furnilhed'k 
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frellj propf that political writing is quite out of his walk, Y*t 
be boldly takes up the pen at the command of bis matters 
and fcatters abnfe, nonfenfe and falfehood through, the land 
on the ftrengtb and credit of his name fuppoited by book«* 
fellers and Scotchmen. 

If you will read the paffage with the following corre&iofi 
his true paeaning will be apparent. " To rejlram the eager- , 
nek of conteft and limit it to the true eftimatc of the objecV 
in difpute is a talk too hard for human wifdom." 

Falkland's Ifland according to Dr. Johnfon was not an ob- 
ject of any importance to this nation, therefore the minority 
in both houfes of parliament, and the moft judicious writers 
who have favoured the public with their fen ti merits from the 
prefs, the relater of Anftm's voyage amongft the reft, are all a fet 
of blockheads who not being poueffed of human wifdom, have 
puihed the eagernefs of conteft far beyond the importance of 
t he fubject. But as our great man does not expect we (bould 
believe him on his bare ipfe dixit > he has laboured for a few 
months at the Mufeum, and in his own ftudy to find out the 
m eans of depreciating Falkland's Iflands in the eyes of the 
whole 'nation, in order to pave the way for a juftification of 
the conduct of the miriftry in their paft, and purpofed future 
proceedings with refpect to them. 

We WiU make a few observations On the political judge- 
mentand abilities of Dr. Samuel Johnfon 5--the Spaniards hard- 
ly thought thefe iflands important enough to deferveaname, till 
afterthe publication of An fon's voyage, fince thistime they have 
been ftrenuous in afferting their claim to the Sovereignty and 
they have lately made an hoftile attempt in the midft of pro** 
found peace not only to maintain the prior right they contend 
jor, but likewife to fecure poflefiion. It is evident from this 
conduct, that the court of Spain, did not confider the relate* 
of Anion's voyage as a mere romantic writer, who magnified 
objects by the warmth of an heated imagination, but as a 
fenfible judicious narrator of remarkable but true and impor- 
tant occurrences, which conveyed pew information to his 
countrymen, and threw new lights on the fituation of thefe * 
iflands, which might enable fome patriotic minifter to form 
eftablifhments in that part o'F. the world of equal advantage 
to the navigation, commerce and maritime power of Great 
Britain. But in proportion as the Spaniards difcovered from 
us the" importance of thefe iflands, it feems that their value • 
was to dirr.iniih in the opinion of our government, this is 
pr. Johnfon's mode of reafoning. 

But to fliew how little he knows of the principles of polj- 

tics we need only advert to the trifling ridiculous light in 

■ which 
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which he wifiies to reprefent, the greateft fuccefs (hat he fup- 
pofes, couM have attended Anfon/s expedition / 

**They would have taken a few towns--Anfon and h"i3 com- 
panion* Would Have lhared the plunder, &c." — Wretched 
fcribbler, is there no fchool open where thou canft/efprt to 
learn the elements of politics — is it not one of the pjropoied 
objc&s of war to weaken and impair the national length 
of the enemy, by every poffible means — is not this e^preiTed 
in every declaration of war? we do not want you to inform us 
that war is a phgtfe, that it ought not to be entered into, till 
every effort that humanity and found policy can di&ate, 
has been tried to avoid it— but. when, commenced on juft 
grounds, to annoy, diftrefs and ruin the enemy js a general 
h^ceffary inftrtnSHon, in order to reduce him to make repara- 
tion for the injuricswhich occafioned the war, and to oblige 
him to fue for peace— -every town therefore. taken or deftroyed 
by Anfoh' ftiuft in fpme degree have anfvvered, this end— if 
there were (Hipping in the harbours — or convoys of proyifions 
for their fleets — or a military force, or military ftofes in their 
forts and girrifons, the taking or deftroyingthele muft have dN 
mimfliedthe national ftrength of Spain — (till more invidious is 
his remark about fliarmgtbeplunderorranfom 7 -if Anfonandfcis 
companions did not iUftg: it into the Tea, every child would 
inform him that if broug^ home, it muflS increafe the relative 
riches of a ftate, and that it is of do account what individuals 
pofiefs'thofe riches, if they remain with us, and are circula- 
ted at home.- 

: The ufe of a fettlement on thefe iflands in time of wtar, the 
Do&oir -admits becaufe it was impoflible to deny it, but he 
thinks the advantages of fuch an eftablifhment in time of peace 
cannot eafily be proved, A writer who ventures to rjgpofe 
Kis opinion with a dictatorial authority, when it'refoeQs {heir 
national interefts, and who infolently treats our patriotic no- 
bles and commoners wfro are of different fentimenfs, " as fa- 
vages who roar only. through hunger," fh6uld be very care- 
ful riot to leave room to fufpedt him of wilful fraud, by the 
fappreffion of' material evidence when it makes againft him, 
Wtth s his nfaal arrogance in deciding on the merit of both the 
living and the dead, he afcribes the (ending out of Captain 
Byron in 1765, to take poffeffion of Falkland's Iflarid as the 
effeft of a vitiated judgement, and an inclination for fom^nr 
tic projects and airy Speculations, in the complexion of Lord[ 
Egmont then at the head of the Admiralty ; but* he wilfully 
omits the opinion of Lord Anfdn concerning the neceflity of 
% fettlement on thefe iflands given to government long before 
Lord Egmont capae inro the admiralty department— we beg 

leave 
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leave to fupplv Dr. Johnfon's defect, by referring out rtzdeh 
to this opinion, inferred in our Regifter forJViarch, p. 140* 
After perufing this opinion; we doubt not but it -will appear 
- very ridiculous in Johnfon to allow the utility of ftich a fet- 
tlement in time of war, and yet to find .fault with the mi- 
nifter who projected, and the brave officers who carried it 
into execution, in time of peace, — the only time when fuch 
an eftablifliment could be made with propriety as it would 
afford the opportunity of cultivating and improving it, fo as 
to make it, if it was not already, an important acquisition 
in that part of the globe. 

lPo fay the truth, it fliould feem as if Dr. Jobnfon had a 
pehfion from prince MaiTerano to (port with the nation's dis- 
graces ; and laugh us out of a well grounded opinion, we 
have entertained of the imbecility and cowardice of our mi- 
niftry in the late negotiation. Who can withhold his indig- 
nation at the man who treats fo aggravating an iniult as that 
of taking away the rudder of a king's (hip, Ui the following 
light manner. 

" If the rudder be to a fliip, what his tail in the fable isto 
4tfix 9 the part in which honour is placed, and of which tbe 
violation is never to be endured^ I am forry that the .Favorite 
fuffered any indignity, but cannot yet think it a.caufe for 
^whicfi nations (hould flaughtei>&ne another." . ,. 

Indeed, Sir, you may pofTefs much learning of a particu- 
lar caft j but this kind of foolery (hews, that you either want 
common* fenfe or common honefty. Have not wars beep 
commenced for refufing the honours of the flag ?-?nI& it not 
an eftablifhed rule to fire into any fliip that refutes, to Jower 
her colours to an Englifh man of war ?~-If flaughter enfues y 
v/ho is accountable tor it but the aggreflbr ?— When by the 
cuftomary law of nations thefe points are once eftablifhed* 
you miift maintajn them $ or, rival nations, once observing 
that you put up with one infult, will jbon proceed to an- 
other, till they deprive ybu 'of -all the honours , of » fupe- 
riority. 

But vvhat can weexpedt: frotn a man who, inonepage* abu£?s 
our brave officer Captain Hunt, for warning away the Spa- 
niards, calling it an act of infolence, though Lord Weymouth in 
his letter to Mr, Harris, of the 12th of September, ejcprefcly 
Jays* that his inftru&ions. were to warn the fubje&s^of other 
powers to quit" the fettlenient of Port Egmont ;~r-or, who in 
another part of his pamphlet, applauds the moderation of the 
Spanifh commander, who took away the Favorite's rudder, in 
thefe words : "He exerted little of the conqueror, what he 
had offered before the attack, he granted after ths victory." 
• * . Let 
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)>t its, my cotintrymen, make reprifak upon this roan, who- 
ftiles your patriots pigmy rebels^ and make no fcruple to call 
him a gigantic, overgrown traiton For he has tfottf more, 
he has pointed but to the Spaniards means of afcertaim'ng 
their prior right to the fovereignty of Falkland's Iflands, which 
they could never have thought of, if he had not published 
bis enpofitory pamphlet. . He likewife aims at deprejling the 
Spirits of our ftatefmen, foldiers, and failbrt, whom he 
would render as daftardly as his favourite miniftrjf;— for he 
tells us, that againft the Spanifh dominions we have hitherto 
never been able to do mucb^accounting the, conquefts of 
Jamaica, Gibraltar, and Minorca, as nothing, and {tiling the 
taking of the Havannah in the laft war, a curfe upon the na- 
tion ; all this is done with a view to deter us from a waf 
with Spain, and to fbew how much we had to fear from a 
rupture with her, he fays, " We had to tranfad with a 
mighty king, and a powerful nation ;"— but happily we are 
abk to controvert this fulibme panegyric— for the king is an 
ideot, whofe mprningamufement is tochurh butter for the 
ladies of bis court, and to prefent it to them as thegreateft 
rarity ,— with refped to a nation, that furely cannot be called 
powerful, which has neither extenfive commerce nor naval 
force 4 . To conclude, Johnfon afferts the right of the Spa- 
niards to Falkland's Iflands, a point which the Spanifh pn- 
-niftry never could maintain, and therefore always dropt, 
when it came to be difcuffed in a mafterly manner. He 
knows his matters intend to give them up, and therefore 
aflts— Why the Spaniards fhould difavbw the defence of their 
own territories i 

In a word, there is a chain of falfc reafoning, a total de- 
viation from truth in the frating of fome fads, and a wilful 
iuppreffion of others, difcoverable in this performance. He 
unfairly infers, that war muft have^nfued if we had iniifted 
on more honourable terms of reparation j but on thfe contrary, 
it appears on the very face of the negotiation, that the Spa- 
niards dreaded nothing fo much, as a war without the af* 
fiftancc of France $ and had our miniftry afiled with fpfrit, 
France would not have dared to join them* But a mean 
fubmiffion t6 let France interpofe, produced the late fharoeftii 
Convention, which deprived us of a lawful occafion to put 
it out of the power of Spain to difgrace the BrifUh flag a 
fecond time. Never was the right of war, or of granting 
peace on our own conditions fo clear and indifputabie ; but 
it has been Sacrificed to the darling pacific difpofmoa of Iff 
idle effeminate court, and a puerile hiinifiry. 
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POLITICAL REGISTER 

For J U N E, 1771. 

NUMBER LII. 

/ ' 
- _ . - j r, , iii-- — 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER, 

SIR, 

THE feffion of parliament being clofed, and every effort 
of the honcft, intrepid friends of freedom to obtain 
redrefs of our many national grievances having proved 
ineffe&ual, we may now be at lei fur e to fit down and endea- 
vour to account for the fuccefs which has attended every 
meafure of adminiftration from the time that the Earl of Bute 
was at the head of the treafury to the prefent hour. It is ob- 
fervable, that the oppofitions which have been made to the 
extenfioo of the power of the crown, and to fun dry inno- 
vations in government which endanger the free conftitution 
of this country, have been conduced with great fpirit and 
ability in both houfes of parliament, by men of the molt un- 
blemilhed chara&ers— men who poilefs the powers of elo- 
quence, and every advantage from nature and education, to 
aid them in the caufe of virtue and truth :— Yet to our great 
mortification, we have feen them repeatedly lofe the, day, 
while contending with men of infamous chara£ters, and weak 
iiitelle&s, who yet have had the (kill and add re fs, in their 
own way, to jockey the nation, and fecurely to exult and 
triumph over the defeat of its true patriots. 

We need not perplex ourfelves by fearching for various 
remote caufes of the prefent difgraceful fituation of public 
affairs in this kingdQm — it will be no difficult matter to trace 

Vol. VIII. T t the 
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tbcfoUrce^f our natfortal evils, or to zcc&mt ftx iht^xzh*- 
tiort to dignity and high offices of the' mean^ft inH'thad 
worthlcfs of the human race-^whtfe the Wgfteff ettafcfttfft, 
men of the moft fublirae genius — poflefledof thfe fndfl dff- 
tinguilhed talents for government, and who would hav6't*en 
an honour and an ornament to ancient Rome, ardfrknf&ed, 
defpifed, vilified and perfecuted, by a venal, corrupt banditti* 
who arc leagued together aj|ainft pilblfc virtue, arid ftdHlfe^ 
fblved to deftroy every principle of itTdmaini'ng in Oifr altered 
conftitution. " f ' •* 

; We have lived, Sir, to fee the people of this country 
; qyiitly fubtait (after a few faint ftrilgglts, irt which tft<# bfat 
poorly feconded the ' noble efforts of their champions) y to be 
governed by a prime mintfler. The power and ftrength of arJrrfi- 
; niftration, which by our ancient conftitution wig wifely <Hf- 
| tributed in equal and due proportions amongft all the oflfcers 
of government, we have'feen by degrees concentering in the 
a head of one particular department, till at length the r harder, 
" office and fun&ions Of a prime mihiftet, in defpotic ftate j, has 
r Wen afluirted by the firft; lord of the treafiiry, and notftmj*ifot 
the odious title has been wanting of late years to tmurc it 
vifible to the wliole world, that we are tyrannically rfflett by 
this creature ofnower, to which our anceftors iVforrriira^es 
ihewed fuch a flrong antipathy, that our national ablio^ffence 
of this delegated defpotifm, was 'one of our di{Hiij*uiAred 
charafterifticsi ; /^ 

Till this antipathy Is revived in the breaffe of the^whole 
; |>6dy of the people, and breaks forth into horieft, effetttiai re- 
sentment— in vain will be every fpirited debate In ^arKWnifent 
and every fpirited oppofition out of doors: for the fdrtt of 
niijnbers Will "bear down the werght of all found rtfa&riH^ in 
the fenate, and the lengthened arm of authority drift fans' foaxle 
' bare. tQ perfecute and opprefs every daring fori' bffi\Jkrtf, i'jMio 
^ grefupes to animate thepublic, by precept or ^xafigfplt, td'ajuft 
t JCiifc of the public danger. 'J,' '*/' 

4 "It matters hot whether we are governed by art tHffemifcle 

* rainifter,- or by fome concealed baftaw,. who thafigjifc his 

* ppppets as often as he thinks proper •> and toihew hbwTJjghtly 
" be thinks of u^ can give us for prime minifter, a Newmarket 
" jockey, and yvhen tired of him, hang him upon the peg*a|4ln, 

' andput forth the next in office, as chief adtorbn thfc J pbht|fcal 

' ftage. ' We rhuft be aflurcd that the power arid coiifidfeAlrffcrof 

the crown is equally'divided amongft all the grfeat offi£<Wof 

ftate, and (hat each" is enabled to aft independently fW fcf$ 4 r ide- 

^ partment," before we can hope to fee the cbttftttutioif #ft&red 

" to,its original purity, and the force of corruption deftroyed. 

For 

; 
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For what would avail the, fo much defircd, diftbtutton of 
^py^nt ^ar^ifflpie^t-rwhilc theje is fuch a thing .exiftuyj ai 
$ j^i^^r of, Qreat Britain, who, whether he is called prime 
or, j}gt, is fo in effe& : ; and, while he is ppfle/Ted of the power 
^this. (;io)e veftcd in thefirft lord of the treafury— there caa^e 
u^jdpubtofan^nifterial majority in the houfe of commons ; and 
4^bat .majority can be depended on during another feptennial 
parlia^ien.t, . though it fliould confift only of ten voices, it will 
fnftttefj the purpofe of keeping us eoflaved tp the minifter as 
.cfeau^ljy^ as if. it counted twenty tinges the number— for it 
will equally anfwer the purpofe of deftroying the force of pa* 
tfiot^c fpeecrjes, in opposition to had mea Aires of admU 
niur^ion, bj putting a negative pnj ajl. popular motions* 

,^To independent man in this kingdom, who is in the leaft 

fonyerf^t witfc the fu}>je6t of politics, or acquainted with die 

paode of government in the neighbouring ftates of Europe, can 

make t(xeleaft doubt, that there has been a fettled plan formed 

of late yeajrs, to govern this kingdom andjts colonics by prime 

jpinifters* . 

, :: The firft attempt to carry it into execution failed, becaufe 

(he. Earl of Bute was too fanguine and violent, not giving 

hiq>fj^f time tp reflet, that great, changes in a free cdnfti- 

.fution muft be gradually accomplished by flow and almoft im- 

. .perofptible degrees. He retired in a fortunate moment for 

. Jiim/ejf and his countrymep — but in an unlucky hour for 

,JJnglifhmeri— whofe rights and priyileges by one pttf. facri- 

iice on the altar of public freedom, woytd have been "fftoreef- 

,. fei^ually fecurcd for ages to come, than by all the petitions, 

l*enion Frances and debate? that the wifof. man could frame, 

. T or, the intrepidity of pur rriagiftrates carry to the foot of the 

. t throne. Had his lordfhip. gone one ftep further, after re- 

.. t ducing Come hundred of families to povertv arid difgrace t 

merely for their' attachment to the houfe of Hanover on revo- 

.lutipn principles— he had been that vi&im, and no cliiny, 

* bftenfible, minifter of his creation would have been expofed this 

year, to the impotent rage of an unarmed rabble. Lawlefs 

. ;jLBjd outrag:iou$ ^s was the aflault rnade on lord North, yet It moft 

„ rle^rly proves my aflertion, that there is aft rorig antipathy 

r . in, the minds of, ftngliihmen.to a prime miniftcK 

, , ,^The ftameis fmothered for the prefent, but if hiftory be 

, the, key of knowledge, we have only to make ufc of it to open 

^he minds of our countrymen to the clear demoriftration of 

,;,tjiis truth* and to. prefent to thofc miftaken wretches, (who, 

, becaufe thejf enjoy a Ihort-liyed triumph over the people^ 

"imagine they can. maintain this ufurpation) the tragic memoirs, 

Xfrt niinifteiial power in this country. By a peruikl of thefc 

"./-;- Ttz . '*'.'"'' Authentic 
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authentic narratives of the fall of their predeceflbrs, living 
fninifter* may be warned not to exhauft the patience of their 
incenfed countrymen % and the uninformed people, may gain 
this, necefliry but alarming intelligence • " That this nation 
44 has always been unfortunate when any one fubjeft was vefted 
44 wi:h the power of the crown in a iuperior degree to the 
" other great Officers, who were thereby fubje&ed tp his con- 
f c troul and management, by which the whole body politic 
c< became his flaves." 

: . It is with this view, Sir, that I have ferit you a concife 
hiftory of the prime* or file minifters of England, from the 
conqueft to the reftoration; from a valuable old traft in my 
poffciHon > — if you think proper to publifli it, you may depend 
on my completing if, by adding the memoirs of thofe 
who have ftouriftied fince that period, concluding with lord 
North. 

In my own humble opinion, filch a hiftory muft be very 
proper t to -be bound up with the Political Regifter of the times 
-—times in which we can' no longer doubt of the exiftence of a 
prime minifier^ after thofe violent extrtfonb of power which too£ 
plasejn the rergnsof Bute and Grafton, and which have received, 
noinconfitofafele addition this year from thfe minifterial party. 
in tHe houfe of commons. . a 

I anv Sir, 
« ' Your conflant reader, and 
anpeut correfpondent, 

tyr&nk M*j iyh> ATTJCUS. 

A Cmcife'Hiftory of PfelME MINISTERS, from the 

Conquejl to the Rejioration. 

U \XT*kLIAM the FIRST, who was by nature formed to 
W ]teep, as well as gain a crown, pevcr would truft hi$ 
powefr in one hand. But when the moft potent of his htiniftert 
(Oda % bifhop of Bayeux and earl of JCent) had, by his rapa- * 
cious management of the public money, amafled a tmghty 
treafure*' arid was forming a fcheme t/> .eji/zblijh bimfelf in* 
dependent of his mafter, that king 'took him from amid ft a 
* coitguertce of noblemen and gqntry, who attended on him, 
' and at once difappointed all nis ambitious views,- by a ftrift 
4 imprifonmeht, and he was. afterwards obliged to abjure the ' 
4 realm'.' "* * • 

" William the Second, was wholly upder the influence' of 
Ranulph, ' bijhop of -Durham, , who, by new methods of' 
fqueezing and opprefilhg the people, fp fed his matter's in* 
iatiable thirft after money, as to become the principal iiredfor 

"■'.'' 'of 
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cf his counfels. Mis mal-adminiftratiofi dttpofcd the Tub- 
jedfcs to revolt. One confpiracy broke out in the year 1095 > 
and* another mare formidable was ripe for execution, when 
the icing's death prevented it, 

44l Henry the Firft, who is juiUy reckoned amongft the 
iiAfeft of our princes, had no Prime Minifter, He fought out 
the trioftable men in his kingdom for the offices of ftate^ pre- 
ferring fuch only as were acceptable to the people. « He took 

* the beft courfes to pleafe and gratify his fubjedrs ; by feeing 

* himfelf that no corruption or opprejfton ibould burthen the 
4 Cdfcntry ; by making frequent progrefies to obfetve how hi* 
4 realm was ordered in every part of it ; by being affable and 
4 eafy of accefs, fo that all might enjoy- his company ; and 
4 by being hofpitable, fo that all might (hare of his good 
4 cheer.* 

44 Nothing fo much endeared him to the nation, as « the 
4 cortrtnitting to a ftreight and loathfome prifon Ramlph of 
4 Durham, the Prime Minifter and oppreffor of the former 
4 reigri/ And after that, when one of his own miniftry, 
Robtrt, earl of Mallent, had by his conduft incurred the peo- 
pled hatred, ( he firft difgraced him, and then ftript him of 
4 hte ; tfafl: eftate.* 

44 King Stephen c was elefted to the crown upon this con- 
c fidcration j that by preferring one, whofe title was weak, 
4 the nation might be better" fecured in their antient liberties, 
4 than *hey could be under one, that came to the throne by 
4 lineal defcent. Accordingly the fealty fworn to him was 
4 upon condition that he obferved the tenor of a charter? 
4 wherein the rights and liberties of the fubjeel were declared.* 
But -his Prime Minifter, Alberic de Ver, having led him into 
arbitrary mcafures, the nation revolted from him to the Em* 
prefs Maud, whowas the rightful heir of the crown by defcent. 
She top had a Prime Minifter, the Bijhop ofWinchefler, who, 
though brother to Stephen, had fet the crown on her head ; 
but in whom fhe repofed too great a confidence. For this 
ambitious ftatefman (perceiving the Londoners averfe to Maud, 
and that the whole nation began to diflike her) confulted his 
own intereft by a private treaty with her competitor, and having 
obtained his own terms, obliged his rdyal miftrefs to quit the 
kingdom, and retire to her own dominions beyond fea. 

44 Henry the Second in all his reign had but one Prime 
Minifter ; to whom all the troubles, or the feeds at leaft of 
all thp troubles. of his life were owing. This was the famous 
Thomas Beckett who was for fome years the file manager of all 
affairs of ihttfe, and was entrufttd with the care of the edu- 
cation, af the king's "eWeft fon. Bat this wicked minifter was 

no 
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n* fooner raifed to an independent ftate, than he" entered into 
at; open oppofitio^i to his mafttr\, dtftrefthim in *U b'flscwirr 
tetei and concerted fucb nieaforcs with the^ypujng^incp, 
who had been- under his tuition t as produced an open rufftuit 
between tbe father jiidf on* which lafled, etoen aftetlth^aiiiknr 
of it had been, long buried j .and to which the iUi*cfinAt&\ii 
queen Eleanor not a little contributed* Many .itidemL baife 
imputed aJl,the.*Wafters.of tbuvunfrappy reign <<wlmtarfended 
in a confpiracy €■£ tbe two fons agpinft (fetir father, tbM broke 
his heart) Co the. judgments, of, heaven upon tbe king^inaf- 
much as be had fm&ed againft the laws of nature ai)d^effico0- 
icience in the beginning o£ hU.ret§n* hy an open violaltoa 
and iihhtdiGQ&ioi hi* father's will* ;. • ■ 

4 * Richard the FVft, as hefpent jthc greateft.fmtnCrVhts 
tirne beyond fea^.fo he unhappily Vefted his whole power^n 
tbe narrow hands of one Prime Mi»ifter»i ffa bijfap: of £Iy+ 
who faqn exejted.his authority* jnd«peo<tenti of \\i*'J&$*r: 
•Biftory informs us, that he: not only, iotprifoned ap^epprsft 
the king's jaeft fubje&s, but even turnout te^f^enajtfwou- 
'rites. He excluded the nobility and ihofe mi aiftaf* $&& 
the king bad joined .in ^omnnfiion wi*h tain?* froapt ftriJhAuu? 
of 'government, and a&ed in to arbitrary and< rfitfetaft;* 
manner* asrendeecd hiiu.odious to; the whote fcift^oaitjiTbe 
natiQp lf no. longer able to bear withi his ^pprjeffion,;jM^i|cd 
from Uyond fsa> Earl John % who had thereby* aj>^pportiw|ity 
of a.ffMipwg thp government,, whilft his unhappy bifotbeiijhe 
king (being* takjen,pri<<*ncr by the: eptpejflJ:,. ij^siwurjaifratn 
%$c Kcly. ; Land) had well nigh loft bis ,lif<e and M9&j<ffifer'bjr 
thus imprudently putting the reins .of, governWw*fcUi**ja x^c 
bands 6f<w UL-cbafkn mvj/ier,, -who, could not.hfcld tJlSffh •, * 

"King John, who fuececdedibiAta was a poor v we*>d*s>rbw«, 
governed by .tbe man,, who had the b^ft.ad^refe tp flattscbio*, 
and molt of all by .fuch, wboqgered; biff? new^c^ads flf 
Taiftng. money: on the people, : By this ifefcret, Mvkefit* r/Wfcb- 
bi.fijop pf Cmttrforfr .became the, fok dtrefitr jrflMILttftf&ii*.; 
whign he conducted in ftch an arbU^ry^a^af^n'ftfolfibwfe 
a civil war.i in the- very beginning -pi; wi'fi^^feWwrj 
projeftor died* His fyeceffor jn/avour and -in*$fw*$l9®* 5W* 
Gray, a Norfolk man, who for hb; { priya{ie.imejrcft 1 €pgage^,bis 
nftafter firft in utff <**/#?* «hroQ# wi*h t&e -£^ : actf b tfo.i*My «/ 
$•<&£* \ pnd thep perfwaded : him to f n^eanjubmi.flio^s^j|;hoie 
: very enerpies* Jie bad procured bi«H, wbU^jdi^ftfija^lJ^the 
fubjeds at boitfe,; for the .nation could m% hear JtbfitiftrgQgers 
fixould offer indignitW to the king, and fci|gd^W»ijw4tJ>Jsift«- 
nity» . This Norfolk <man being thus become the, objjS^.-pf the 
people'* hatred, next procured for h#/*«^iter a. ppnfufcjiable 

- ...... ' ." ■: " • ~" " body 
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bo&j of foreign tr^psf which, be 4 kept in payy iirorder to con- 
quer hisown fubje&s ; and this bad ftepdrew on an ittvafionfc 
fa that our wretched country was wafted by two*contending 
armies,' till the unhappy monarch himfelf, being in the end 
deferred on all hands, was poifooed at Sime/bead Abbey ^ and 

died unpkied, as he had lived unbelove'd. 

>*<- Henry the Third, a prince unable to learn wiidorn from 
Ws father's misfortunes, was all his lift a wretched prey to 
/b&mr&iii J Hugh, or Hubert de Burgh was the £rft ; 6*whotfi 
the hiftbrianfays, * That he fined the people to pay at hepteafiit y 
* and not according to their abilities' His ill condtfcft bred a a in- 
furredtion againit the king, who at length for foofc him ; beirii; 
convinced of this mi nffter's /*//?, in expending the Creature of 
thenation xtifruitUfs andjhamefulfxpediuans^ and of : hii fraud, ift 
applying no.tmaH ihare of it to his own privateufe ; and forfeit 
ma^adminiftration he was both difgraced andiirtprifoned. r But 
no fooner was the poor monarch delivered from this deftu&ivc 
exgfojfer ef power ', than he felt into the bands of another; 
Pet'e^ biffhop of Wrnchefier. This man and his creatures fo 
llfirtaflfed the kingdom with taxes, that the king was forced it> 
f ufrtandrt a parliament, in order to prevent a civil war. « The 
* barons feint the krtog Word they would not come to par lia- 
4 rtierrt, till he removed the- bilhop of WMheftet- from hfe 
4 ttotirt; which if he refufed to do, they tfould turn him and 
<l his evil courtfelloroutof the realm, and choofe anew king:*' 
'And iftdted this unhappy reign was afterwards but one con- 
tinued (eerie of opprellxon * and civil war,' occafioned by*thc 
'wicked } minifter$i who Aiccefllvely engro&d,th6fovereign's'eaY, 
and made him quarrel with his worthieft fubjeds ; *tlH atiaft 
bM prime minifter (Simon de Montfott, EAf\4>t\L'tfcefter) whom 
•he had raifed from nothing, etfyplo^dd'all the power his rti after 
had weakly £ut intd his hands, in oppofitbh to him. • Hefirft 
raifed sin army, and Then attacked' theking* at Lewes, whs e 
he defeated and took him ^prtfoner, and kept hiWr uftder clofe 
corifirierricnt for-near tw<* y&tS) hrmfelf all the white grweri^ 
ingthel nation in his, riame V 'tilt*toe brave prface &dtiwrd'1few 
thrs t fctfterous prhiie inhnfut at Evejhctm y and thereby* fcrboth 
thekirtg and- kingdom at liberty. •*''« ,l> ^ \ y A * * ' • 
<*^EdWard the FirfH who rhay well be ranked' atndngfr" the 
grdateft 'princes, that ever reigned in thisotf any other country, 
never -beftbwed his confidence ori arte man dhly( btltibught the 
aMeft'of'fits nobles for pubfick potts, in Which he gave to 
each ati equal (hare of power. He feverely parrifhed every one 
irt em^ptoymenr, ; ivhfr was found guilty of 'oppreffion or in- 
juftice^ v.'hnd'no^Iefs- tfom'thi* teen of kk jud£e» were at- one 
$irae, condemned by him fur e^tortion^ and lined xoc,OCO 

marks, 
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marks, which wa$ (hen as much as 890,009 yvpuld be at th.^ 
lime. . 

" Edward the Second was very popular at. fir ft. . * New 

* prince came to the crown with greater love and more general 

* applaufe of all hi? fubjqfts, than he did; which might Jfiave 

* been fecured to him by a little wjjfc roanagernent.' But 
when it appeared he hated all. his father's fealfrifnds % and that 
he violated his father's laft will,, by recalling Gave/ton from 
hanifhooent j the averfion to him grew as. univerfal as the ap- 
plaufe had been. His prime minister Gavefton became fo odious' 
to the nation, that the nobles roie in arms againft him, and 
having feized upon him, «they executed him without a trial. 
This minion Was no fooner jdeftroyed, than two others rofe la 
his ftead ; the Spenfers, father and fon, Thefe men fo vexed 
the people with their arbitrary impofitions, that it drew on a 
civil war ; in which one of the Spenfers was taken by the 
jjqbles, and put to death as a tray tors ana * the poor monarch 
bimfelf loft his crown and his life foon after. 

. * c Edtfa/d the Third, in his minority* was under (he 
ufurped tuition of the queen his mother.. During ljier wea& 
administration, Mortimer was Jolt minifter. His bafe murder 
of the depofed king, bis fcandalous treaty with the Scots, his 
rapacious fale of public offices, and his open robbery of th? 
nation's treafure, had fo dUhonoured and incenfed the whole 
kingdom, that whilft he was wholly taken up with inventing 
new methods for aggrandizing bimfelf and all his kindred, the 
nobles confpired to feize upon hisperfan; which being 'done^ 
they forced the queen to .call a parliament \ in which ^e 
herfelf was ftript of all her ill-cpndu&ed authority, aridTjej 
minion Mortimer was hanged and drawn at Tyburn, purihg 
vthe reft of this long and glorious reign, there was no prime 
minifies but, many of thofe ftatefmen, 'whpnpi the king ein^ 
ployed, were .at different times called by him. ,to a ftricfc 
account for ba/e pra&ices, in raifing oppreffive taxes, and for 
corrupt dealing in the treafury. The chancellor, trcafurer, 
$hief jttftice, and five more, were for thefe -crirnes iiqpriforied 
in the year 1.340 ; and the archbifhop of .Canterbury was dif- 
paced for the fame ill conduct in 1341* The feve/e punifh- 
xnents infli&ed by this wife monarch on corrupt judges j the 
wbolefome laws made by him to reprefs lunury and vice of 
every kind j his watchful care over our Britijh trade and ma- 
nufactures, and the wife . afls of parliament patted by him, 
for the encouragement and improvement of our ftaple com- 
modities j the many glorious fuccefies bis arms were bl^ft 
with abroad, and the happy quiet his fubje&s enjoyed at 

home, 
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home, are all of them fo many demonftrations, that thi* 
grtarch+g Was fcOt Iff the hind* of & prime minifter* 

€i £iqhard the Second, by not treading In thefe fteps, loft 
r t'otn his ercfwn and his life., fcle came jo the throne with 
? j£fw advantages ; the people were enamoured with him* 

* a&d received mm for their king with univerfal joy and fatis«* 
t/li&jioni the lofs of their brave king, To lately deceafed, was 

* quite forgotten, being fwallowed up with the hhpcs of that 

* happlriefsg, which they promifed themfelves under this his 
f fuccelfbr.* But the fdene was fo entirely changed in a few 
j^ars time, and the taxes grew fo in fuppor table, (more from 
the" tfetbod of collefiiug them* than from their quantity) that 
One feDeliion was no fooner quelled, than another broke our* 
^The king himfelf feemed only to have affumed the govern- 
ment, that he might throw his own power into the hands 6f 
& corrupt prime minijier* Michael de la Pole ^ earl of Suffolk* 
He had grown fo fuddenly from a low to a rich ejlate* by bribery 
in his office ) and by embezzling the public money, by grants 
from the crown to him and his family* and by oppreffirig the 
|ubje&s with illegal taxes* for which he afterwards com- 
pounded* with them in prjvae; that In the end, the parlia- 
ment petit loried the king to remove him from his councils; 
and the king, being in no condition to difpute the point, at 
lerigth contented to this demand. * And then it appeared 
*hoifr good a prince ting Richard was,' when feparated from 

* $uil coitnjeL 9 

* The guilty minijier w*as with the royal approbation de- 

* poled from all his offices ; bis eftate of iooo/. a year (equal 

* \otc*6o6l. now) was confifcateJ, and he was fined in twenty 

* thoufartd marks/ But the poor monarch could not long 
tibld the reins of government himfelf ; he foon chofe another 
'prime minifier* fhll is wicked as the former^; Robert ', dukt of 
Ireland!.' His flrft ftep Was to'fcfeeri Michael de la Pole; Re 
gerfuacled'the king to remit his 1 * fine and reftdre him to his 
eftate, and to difcountenance thofe nobles* who had procured 
his difgracfe ; telling his deluded foverelgn, * That the rnain 




knows riot whorri to truft. By fJhefe arid fuch like argu- 
* iftertts" t'he "kirfg ifras wrought up to the ruin of thofe birds* 
€ whom thefe bad minifters accounted their Enemies;' Several 
projects were formed to deftroy them by' fofci ; but the -uni- 
verfal' love the nation bore them made this fmpradtfcable. 
'VHe mthtfter tried to' pack a parliament ; but that too was 
found iffipaflitrle,' fcfe nation beinfe in a flame again # the 

s Vot. VIII. U u court. 
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court. Thcfe attempts, proving unfuccefsful, produced a 
civil war, in which the minijlerial forces feeing routed, the 
duke of Ireland and the earl of Suffolk were both forced, te fly 
from publick juftiee. c But the chief tool of their power, 
4 Sir Robert Trejilian, being feized, was condemned In parBa- 
Anient, and purfiiant to their fentence drawn througn Vhc 
* city of London on a hurdle, and hanged at Tyburn/ After 
this public ,a£l of juftiee, the nation was at quiet 'fer fbitie 
few years, till the»^?r/ of Rutland (after that created dufiiof 
Jttmerle) became prime minifter. He, fearing the fate or His 
predeceftbrs, refolved to remove thtfeftvrdy patriots out of the 
■way, who had accomplished the ruin of the duke of Ireland 
and earl tf Suffolk. He therefore packed a houfe of commons 
by wicked means, and got the earl of Arundel and others to 
be impeached, condemned and executed. This, and many 
other afts of oppreflion, fo difgufted the city of London (from 
whence the difguft fpread through the whole kingdom) that 
every thing was ripe for a civil war. In this condition were 
affairs, when the prime minifter, as if defignedly to compleat 
his matter's ruin, perfuadedhim to go over to his dominion 
of Ireland; where he had no foorter landed, than the duke of 
Lancaster j with a fmatt body of foreign troops, invaded ttus 
kingdom ' ; and having feized upon fome of the chief Urttrii- 
ments of the minijier's tyranny, and put them to death, was 
.by the whole nation received as their deliverer. The krrig, 
itpon this news, returned from Ireland, with an army'fttffi- 
crentto have maintained his crown, had they adhered to him ; 
but fee the fidelity that may be expected front all prirrie tni- 
itifiers! The duke of jfumerle> to whom the prefent dlffrefe o.f 
the king's affairs was chiefly owing, was thtfirft thafdifetted 
bim ; difmiffed his beft troops, and fled over to tihe dutji of 
Lancafter, with 500 men. Richard the Second Was f6bn' after 
himfelf betrayed into the hand® of his enemy ; demoted fr&tn 
the throne by his parliament j and at laft mUrderef^ln'his 

prifon. . ■' ■ '"- < n /* : ' "' m ^ : 

" Henry the Fourth, who focceeded him, 'as he'caftfejto 
the crown by the people's choice, fo he niairitkinetf him felr in 
the pbl&jfion of it, by confuitirig. their interenV He hetfer 
placed his power out of his own hands ; his reign was?jtf^eed 
difturbed by civil wars, which his difptfted titfe ^nid'thfc 
burthen of neceflary taxes drew-upon him; for, pebptii &*hot 
love to buy jeven bappinefs too dear. ' : : -■• 

; cc Henry the Fifth, during his fhort but gl6riott# ; jrri£tr, 
had no prime minifler. '* "* G r ~\ 

Ci Henry the Sixth was the reverfe of his wife and ^fireat 
father, in the whoi* conduct of his long^ weak, and tarblflerrrt 
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reign. He had no fooner taken into his hands the power of 
the government, than he bellowed the whole ad mi nift rat ion of 
it on one wicked miwfltr or another, 'till by their means he 
-was deprived of his dignity* liberty and life. WiUiam de la 
Pi&'was his firft prime mimjler, and was Supported in his 
. power by the afcendant the queen had gained over her 
" hufband, even after the king had conceived a juft avcrfion for 
Bim. The opprefEon of the fubjefts at home, the loffes We 
fuftained abroad, and the contempt brought. upon our coun- 
cils, by Suffolk's ignorance and blunders, raifed the nation's 
difcontent to the higheft pitch. They faid, c It was no in- 

* jury to pitch upon another king, fince the prefent fovereign 

* had depofed himfelf in effeft, by fufFering the queen and 

* Suffolk to over-rule all/ The commons at length im- 
peached him for treafon, and the lords committed him to the 
tower; but during a recefs of parliament, the queen pro- 
cured his enlargement, and reftored him to his former favour* 
This was fb highly rcfented by the nation, that the court 
were obliged at laft to bani(h him, in order to fave his life; 

. but that proved ineffe&ual } for the (hip, in which he em- 
barked for France^ was purfued and taken by another (hip 
"belonging to the duke of EmUr* and Suffolk himfelf was be- 
neadep by the captain near Dover Sands. The next primtmi- 
nifter in fhis reign was the duke ofSomerfet \ who *rofe high in 

* favour with the king and queen, ruling and governing all, 
4 as he pleafed. The nation was by no means difpofed to a 

* rebellion againft the king ; (for no harm was meant him, 

* good man, who did no ill to any, and defired the nation^ 
'* welfare in all things) but againft the queen, the duie $f 
<J Somer/et 9 and his cabal, who ufurped the regal authority. 

* .The firft attempt the nobles made was on the duke of Sonur- 
4 j£/j whom they caufed to be arretted in the queen's bed* 
*. chamber, and fent to the tower, in order to anfwer the 
1 crimes that (hould be laid to his charge in the enfuing par- 
Miamenu Accordingly he was there accufed of high treafbn ; 
^ r bTut .by the queen's influence that parliament was diffolved 

* and the duke was fet at liberty/ Upon this, the miles rote 
in*, arms, , and declared for the houfi of. York \ the court too 
Raifed an army, which was totally defeated ; the king himfelf 
« l was taken prifoner, and the prime minijier was (Jain in the 
« aftion.* The reft of this reign was one continued fcene of 
civil war, till it ended in the king's murder, and in the 
transfer of the crown to another family. 

. "From this sera to the time of Henry the Seventh, En- 
gland was free, from the tyranny of a prime: minifter^ but 
towards the latter end of this reign, the king's love of money 

U u 2 increafing 
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increasing witlvhii tge, -Ethpfon and PwUqt, thofe k*h*s of the 
people (as \vrd Bacon calls them) built their' greatnefe upoq 
tbeir fmgular talents, of dcyifine new methods, ho«r to raife 
money ; in which they fo crueHv fquee^d and oppreffea the 
fubjeas, wbilft the king's comrs abounded wit ft treafure, 
which he couW not ufe, that in tl\e end the whole kingdom 
wa,* difpofed to rebel. The hiftomij therefore recouaW-it* 
as one. of the felicities of this reign, * That an opportune 
« death withdrew the king from any feture blow of fortune* 
( which cerUinly, in regard of the great hatred of bis people, 
4 had not been impdflible to hav<c come upon binri.* 

<c Henry the Eighth found no other method of recalling tbt 
hfi. affections of the people, .but by giving up to public juftkc 
thofe two wicked tninijters % Embfin and Dudley ; who* facing 
guilty of that very worft.of treafons, alienating tfa pfiptVs 
hearts from their Jovereign* were beheaded on the iMh of 
Augufi % 1510. This wife a& procured the new king, the 
whole nation's love -, which he pceferved for many years, 'till 
the oppreffive conduft of his own prime mwijler y IVolfjtfi ftag*' 
gered their loyalty. The character of this ambitious ijatet 
man has been fo often fet forth, in all its «oii>4ni*.'-that 
I (ha{l only obferve at prefent that he ep^ed his ojafter 
in many fruitlefi* inglorious expeditions ahead, whicb fnhi 
the honour as rnuch as they drained the treahre of the 
nation; that he was fo infolent as to uftirp the regal fiiU j 
feldogi fpeaking of his majter's aftiow* but under the title, 
We did ft \ that he fold h\s fiver eigns a$once> by twos* 
to, every potentate in Europe \ 'till at length thejre.jwaa 
fcarce a prince left, who thought it worth thb pwthafing, 9 
aftd laft of all, that he accumulated fovaft an eftate,t a&> in- 
form 3 proj$$ of making himfelf independent of the crown* 
I fh^lljend his qhauac^er, with what the writer 0/ thofe timesy* 
the mod partial -tP him, the lord Herbert hys 9 ? One error 1 
' was that he arjd his we*e invefted with a hateful medttpidfy 
€ of offices and plates \ which as it drew muefvenvy on jhn- 
4 cardinal in particular, fo it derogate*! no little;: from xh&iegul 
1 authority ', while one mart alone feezed to exhauft 46 iaih 
« Since it becotnfcth princes to do, like the good huibapdmen,. 
' when they fow the ground* which is so fcatter, aod not 
4 throw all in one place/ The di (grace and imprifonment 06 
this ever grown tnonfur of power (in. which he. died of grief), 
foori recovered the ftraying affections of the people* ^efaa 
Were never more effe£tua,lly gained, than by Juch a facrtfa^ 
but Jthis, happy turn lafted not long. The. pppular dUc«u«oh 
were revived by the many changes in religion, and byjtta ex- 
orbitant powej; tbrpivn in. the hands of Cron^elk wk«r< ;was 
made privy feal y lord chatnlerlaiu t knight of the garter , and 
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** fttriftial** Tp, him hri H#b#t 
■£ Vrhicti. occafloaed a noft formidaM 



Tit fr^ '-?*\ r *» as *o * J 






^ifiiire^ and other parts ; ami corrfi 

^cn^ wbo v^rcre not difperfed, but 

* free p&rlitzmenS* To hi 01 he like 

.^^Hes in. 1539, which he fays, « e< 

^ clergy as*ci tkie laity 1 and made 1 

^WcrfaUy hated , that the king gave v 

^gainft him \ and then it was evident 

Wa$ jmpoflxtole that one, who meddle< 

^^t and public affairs, ihould not in 

er *- ^ * incur the npte of acrimin 

againft him. The difgraci 

was received by the pe< 

^iritnefs their joy ; fi in% 

of Ftmuritei* And \ 



that 




?^*4e " 0J f*r±*i*ie of favourite*. 
^Auted to him, every one began to 1 
^*fc as ^xt^iritcfl in parliament of cri 
^ fkxcrh as deferved capital pur 
m mitted to anfwer for himfelf, 

•us 5 but fo few' pitied 
atrK* he was executed on Tau 



of W?H * 



y^C^ Z ^e^ t =^ rigorous 5 but fo few- pitied 

/^^° and' he was executed on 7k 

y^V^^ * reft o* 7 tbi * re *g n > *s »« was free 

^^ts it likfirwife from rebellions* 

^T^ti* * ** uring his fliort reign of 

^^-tf» -pr-iir** minifttrs* The foil was 

-*-* Jr _ w uncle to the king, and pr 






& 



& houg* 1 «- * 

^ Y^^^ion* could not avoid the fat< 

lC 11 V attends on t>oo much pow< 

*^Ztf^ tfofone fubjea. The ertgroffing 

j^^r^^V 4^ „-\?* crime j this raifed ihfufrreclion 

^ ^^T. - **-" \»r»ited the chief of the nobili 

^"^J <Lss^"^-^ ^ r% ** Y%is ionprifonment in the Tower 

>x<l V^> ^ ^ ^^ a a i " ■* 55*. The ambitious auti 

v «av A * -* jf*^ j^ef&bumbtrlcmd, fucceeded him ; 



^^> 



WS&i^^ 






^Vj^y' 






>* V^fc^ 



-^^ object of the nation's hatred 
cr o^n upon a //*/?> who had ma 
* and when he had brought his to) 
iettlemcnt^ he was ftrongly fu! 
Sir John Hayward and God 







> 



■*&&* 



"^"" *vd p**y "" — — •""& * ~ — ' 

^ Vi«» a te^ 1 ^** » * or b e * n g equally obftinate 
^&° fae* and mounting his hopes above 



** 



><r 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



( &* > 

*of rtfeibir, hdftfolved then to diHemble no longer, but 
.' faogan openly to play hft game? 'a game, f6r which he 

• jitftly km hie head in the fucceedihg reign. 1 

► " Queen Maryi in her reign, hid but one Prime Mtnltter, 
Gardiner^ bifliop of Winchefter\ who made the natibh ATlcehe 
of Mood and defolafkm, in order to obtain for himfelf a car- 
dinal's hat. For that purpofe, he promoted and acconhplifhed 
that hateful Spani/h match, which, had it proved fruitful, 
jnu&hav* made this ifland a province dependent 6n Spain. It 
met with the univerfal difapprobation of the people, andfaifed 
a rebellion ; which, but for an accidental disappointment, 
had probably overturned the whole government. This 
avowed difguft occasioned thole articles in the treaty of mar- 
riage, whereby the liberties of this kingdom were fecured, as 
much as words can fecure againft power. Gardiner** blun- 
dering politicks, in contriving fo unnatural an alliance^ loon 
involved the nation in a war with France, in which we toft 
the important harbour of Calais ; a lofs, which fo affected the 
poor, deluded queen, as to be the immediate occafion of her 
death. ' * 

; *.' Queen Elizabeth fucceedeo r ~* and, m her long, w7fe and 
glorious reign,* notf one-Prime Minifter appeared.' Her jteo- 
pie'fr love was the ftrong bafis of her government, "aS their in- 
tereft was the only drifl of her couhcih. Gambdett fay's, « On 
f all, whom (he ever admitted into her miniftry, fee beftowed 
Vher favours with fo much caution and fo h'tik diftih&ion^ is 

• to prevent any from getting the afcendant over her ; whereby 
c fhe remained miftrefs of her felf, preferving their afFefifohs, 

• arid her own power and authority entire.' Upon this rVfexim 
Jbe always modelled her miniftry ; therefore, in 1 568, fiie 
protcfted Cecil (afterwards lord Burleigh) even agaih'ft^fter 
g»eateft perfbnal favourite, the earl of Leicefter, who with 
other lords had confpired his overthrow, and fome years after, 
Ihe as firmly fupported Leicefter againft the artifices of Cecil 
She fcnt the earl of Leictfter in 1 586, to affift the Dutch againft 
the king of Spain* He was thereupon chofen governor of the 
United Provinces ; but no fooner did the States complain of 
him, for abufing his great power, but this juft qu^en recalled 
her favourite with difgrace. The perfon, whom ihe* toext 
honoured with the higheft marks of her favour, was the earl 
of Effix-, but when he began to $ffe£r. a fuperiority oVerhis 
fellow wunitiers, afiuming more authority th ah his miff refs 
intended for his (hare, Ihe openly curbed his overweening 
ambition ; turned him out of his employments ; an# l calTed 
him to account for his conduft in them. This afpiring ftatef- 
raan hereupon- entered- into cabals againft her meafures; in 

order 
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order, to, force birnfdf irtfp pl^cje | , hi* prip^ip^fdwmc for 
this purpose waSf fcy contriving * nature .between the queen 
ind the next heir to the crown \ which proving abortive, he 
w*s at laft conftrained to undergo the juft punifhment of his 
traiterous confptracies. 

" James thq Firft fucceejed this great queen ; and though 
tie was too weak to tread ia her fteps, yet he reaped many 
happy benefits from her juft adminiftratkm ; .which had 
created in the minds of the whole people fuch an habitual 
reverence for the throne, as all his bad policy could never 
quite extinguish. His was, in truth, the reign of Prime 
Minifters. Sir Robert Carr was the firft ; whd, for fome 
time, was forced to (hare in power with the wife Cm/, eari of 
$al{/bury \ and fo long a&air? were tolerably well conduced ; 
c but, upon CeciTs death, Sir Robert took full pofleffionofthe 
< kings favour's alone ; receiving all packets, and difpatchirig 

* anfwers, without the knowledge of the king or council ; ot 9 
€ if the king did know, his love had hoarded up fuch a coii- 
c fidence in him, at he laid out all on that ftock. He grafpt 
c at all employments ; not caring whom he difobligcd, or 
c what. malice he pulled upon himfelf ; nor would he fufier 
c any place at court, or dignity in ftate, to be beftowed, 

* which was not fweetned with his fmile, as giving it, or 

* their bounty that .enjoyed it.' So that by his many foul de- 
vices,. * and by his fcandalous fale of offices, it was thought 
1 he engroffed a mafs of coin, as if his foul intended to take 
c her eafe. This and his other mifcarriages procured him fuch 
€ a number of underminers, that he flood upon a totterihg 
-* foundation* having no fupport but the royal favour ; which 

« was at laft removed, by laying before the king his crying 
c guilt/ The king contented to his tryal, and many of his crea* 
tures were put to death for their lhare in his offences ; but he 
himfelf, to the no final! difcredit of his mafter, was only con. 
fined to a mean, obfeure retreat, in which he languiihed out 
his days, without that publick punifhment, which he deferved. 
The. next Prime Minifter was the duke of Buckingham* whts 
for many years was fole governor of all affair*, and enriched 
himfelf and all his relations with places, penfions, and grants 
from the crown ; for which he foon after rewarded his bbun* 
tiful mafter, in the manner, which may be egpeded from alt 
fuch favourites. The king had fet his heart upon a match 
between his (on and the Infanta of Spain* which was juftljr 
odious to the whole nation ; Buckingham therefore, who knew 
how univerfally he was detefted, refolved to become popular 
at the expence of his mailer's honour, by oppofing all his 
meafures in this affair. He firft propofed to the prince a 

journey 
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journey into Spain* which he afterwards forced the king to 
coofent to j * and tbfe, (as lord Clarendon fajte) proved the 

* means* whereby that defigned marriage, winch bad been fo 

* many years in treaty, was folely broken ; for, upon their 

* return, the king found that the prince was totally aktntd 
4 from all thoughts of* or inclination to the marriage $ and 

* that he, a? Well as the duke, was refolved to break it, with- 

* out his approbation or conrferrt.' The duke therefore, fe- 
conded by the countenance the prince gave him, engaged 
the parliament to addrtfs the king againft the Spanijb match, 
and to enter into a war with Spain. He likewife proje&ed 
the ruin of the earl of Middle/ex, then lord treafurer* and one 
of the king's tnoft favoured minifters ; which he acfcomplifhed, 
by procuring fome leading men in the houfe of commons tot 
carry up an impeachment againft that lord to the houfe of 
peers % and there conducing matters fo, as to get him to be 
condemned to a large fine, and long imprHbnment. And 
now he knew the king would never forgive him ; he therefore 
rejblved to keep his power in fpite of him ; which he found 
no other means of effecting, but by fomenting a breach be- 
tween the king and the prince, and engaging the ion t» head 
the oppofition to his father's meafures. The vexation this 
gave the old monarch, meeting with an aguiih dHpofition in 
his blood, foon turned that into a violent fever, in whidh he 
died ; not without ftrong fufpicion of his being poifonediyy *a 
plaifter, which Buckingham applied to his fide. , And this 
fufpicion was the more confirmed, inasmuch as it was well 
known (as my lord Clarendon fays) * That when king famis 
4 wa« informed what the duke had fo confidently avowed m 
4 parliament, for which he had not authority, or the leaft 

* dire&ion from feiro* and a great part whereof himfelf knew 

* to be falte ; and that he had adrifed an utter breach of the 
4 tfeaty ; and to enter upon 'a war with Spain* he was ittv 
4 finitely offended. So that he wanted only a rtfoiute and 
4 b*ifk counfellor to affift him.in deftroyingthe duke; and 
4 fuch an one he pronufed; himfelf ijv^thd earlof Brifthl> wtatfft 
4 he expe&ed every day/ No bonder then if^ this -poor king 
did not long furvive the' earl of Brt/kPs return ttr Ehgfanfl.^ i 

« Charles the Firft, as the lord Clarendon fays, * came tO 
4 the crown with as univerfal a joy Hi the people* ttt'etavfie 
4 imagined. It was expe&ed by thofe, who knew the gfekt 

* jealoufy and indignation, that the prince had heifetofefbcon! 
4 reived againft. the duke of Buckingham', for having been &n£e 
4 v«ry near ftriking him, that he would now. remember nhat 
4 infolence, of which he then fo often complained*. -o-Bupfr 
4 infteadof that, he placed his intire confidence in him, the 

;;■/ . \ i.*V«ta«tft 
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•mjrft that e*er king had fliewed to awy fubje&. All pre- 
* ftrihratsi jn the chkrch addftate were given by htm ; all hi* 
c kindred and: bur friends were promoted to the degree in 
4 honouo, riches or office** that he thought fit, and all hid 
' enemies land eavieis were difcountehaAced, as he appointed. 

* This igon wrought a vifiWe change ia the affections of the 
' nation itowards their fovereign/ The fruitlefs. expeditions 
abroad* and the oppreffive methods of railing money at home, 
joined tatbe innate hatred this nation bears to Prime Afinijiers* 
raifed a.difcontent again** the government, which even this 
mart's death (being by a private hand) could not appeafe. 
Lord Qlmnndm fays himfelf that * the venom of his time en- 
' crefcfedtaod got vigour, till from one licence to another it 
4 proceeded, .until the nation was corrupted to that monftraus 

* degree, that it grew fatiated and weary of the government/ 
Indeed the continuing the fame meafures, this Prime Minifter 
had fet on foot, till the liberties of the nation were thought in 
danger, and in the end the liftening almoft entirely to the 
coun&l of the earl of Strafford (who from a bufy ftickler for 
liberty in one adminiftration, was become the inftrument of 
arhkfary power in another) brought on that difmal fcene of * 
confufion, ia which the king was unhappily deprived of his - 
crown., liberty and life. * - 

,V,Thus I have given a fliort account of the reigns, from 
the conqueft down to the reftoration, as to that fingle article 
of.Pru»C'Minifters ; which I (halt clofe with one remarkable 
fentence of the hiftorian, whofe authority I have chiefly made » 
ufe of in the foregoing pages. * The favourites of every 

* prloce were always odious, to the Eng&Jh people. Not only 

* (blf+love, envy, ambition, difguft and revenge do naturally 
' create an averfton to any tine fubje&, who feeros to engrofs 
'*nd*app£opriate to himfeJf the common father of the people* 

* But the laudable^ affections, that prompt to impartiality* 
c Jteoderaefc to our prince,:. and love to our country, all con* 
( fyke tx& make every indifferent peffon an enemy to the one 
€ powerful fellow member, that commands over the head, and 
' itfurps over the whole body/ 

" I fliall conclude this fljork abftraft of biftory with the 
ohieivtaiion of as wife a. politician, as f ever England bred* 
'-TbftMhere' never yet was a Prime Minifter in Britain^ but 
€ either ^hcoke hisown neck, or his matter's, or both, uniefs he 
c fayed h«a own. by facrificing his mafter's/ 

" Aft the reader may perhaps be defirous to behold' at one 
vieuhth* divers cafaalties of the fundry Prime Minifters above- 1 
mentioned, I haute here-'fubjoined a table of them/' 

VsLVIIL Xx PRIME 
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PRI ME MINISTERS. 

Died by the halter - — *-. 3 

Ditto by the axe — • . ^-n , 10 

Ditto by Jiurdy Beggars — -— 3 

Ditto untimely by private hands .*-,', 2. 

Ditto in inaprifooment — •«- 4 

Ditto 'in exile — -*• 4 : 

Ditto penitent — . — 1 

Saved by facrificirig their maftex — 4 

Sum total of Prime Minifkrs to the rcftorafcipn 31 

m i* ' «< i r i n M ■■■ !■ ■■■- — ■■ ■■ n iii w l im i nq » < n 

ft & PRINTER* 
SIR, 

1 NEVER obferve without fpme concern the mifapplication 
of great abilities, and I always regret when I am forced to 
form an unfavourable opinion of a man, of whom I have been 
longaccuftomed to think well. I have often read with ffcafure 
ihe moral writing? of the author of the Rambler^ and had 
conceived an high efteem for his talents and for his chasafler. 
I have therefore been forry to find in the late political publi- 
cations of Dr. John Ton, the moil rancorous abufe of the po- 
pular party, and the ftrongeft appearance of fucb violent and 
grods prejudices as are utterly unworthy of a philofogKtcal 
and liberal mind ; attended with a want of candor and of 
juftice, that cannot be compenfeted by any harmony jqf. pe- 
riods, or by any elegance of language. . \ 

.1 was formerly unwilling to confider Dr«. Johnfon as )a j>en- 
fioner of the crown in any unfavourable ienfe; I was wil- 
ling to fuppofe it poffible that he might receive his penfion as 
a reward for his paft writings, and in cooperation of his li- 
terary merit. But fince the publication of his political writ- 
ings, h is notorious to all the world, (hat he may be ju#ly 
confidered as a pen/toner in the moft odious feafe of the word, 
and in perfect conformity to his own definition, And, in. 
truth, .few penfions have been given with greater effctfh There 
are not many who can pofliWy fuppofe, that this nation is 
jmw in a happier, fituation than in the days of George fihe.Se- 
cond. But in the conception of Dr. Johnfon, our affairs are 
now amazingly altered for the better- In the. reijm of our 
late monarch, he fpoke with indignation of hirwng judges 
dijiorting thi laws fir giid* and regretted that the. time was paft 

in 
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In which fenatet heard before they judged et caufe % We were 
then, it fecms, a beggared land, a groaning nation, and oppref- 
fed with excife and hireling fenators f. He was then fo moved 
with the wickednefs and venality that prevailed in London, 
and efpecially among the courtiers, as to cry out : 
<c Here let thofe reign, whom penjions can incite 
4< Tb vote a patriot black, a courtier white ; 
cc Explain their country's dear-bought rights away, 
* c And plead for pyrates in the face of day 5 
cf Viithjlavijb tenets taint our poifon'd youth, 
c< And lend a lye the confidence of truth." 
He was theft fo (hocked at the iniquity and infolence of 
the great, the powerful, and the wealthy, as to exclaim ; 
** Has Heaven referV'd, in pity to the poor, 
c< No pathlefs wafte, or undifcoverM more ; 
*• No fecret ifland in the boundlefs main ? 
w No peaceful defart yet unclaimed by Spain f % 
** Quick let us rife, the happy feats explore, 
u And bear ©pprcflion's infolence no diore." 
Such were a few years ago the evils and calamities of this 
' groaning nation y of this beggared land ! But, happily for us, 
'and for Dr. Johfrfon* a penfion of three hundred poimds a 
ytttr, has entirely changed the fcenc. Though j in the opi- 
nion of peojrie of plain underftandings, even fuch as are the 
leaft influenced by the Warmth of party, our public admini- 
ftfatiofi is in nd refpeft preferable to that under the late King, 
and in the judgment of the generality is much worfe ; yet the 
fti periority of Dr. Johnftwi's genius, aided by fo comfortable 
a perifion, has discovered, that all our public complaints are 
without foundation, and all the murmtirs of the people the 
effeft of wickednefs or folly. Surely fuch a fum was never 
better expended; It has not only made the learned di&ionary- 
iriaker happy, but has conferred felieity on a whole natiorr! 

We fliafl hiSrt the kfs reafon to wonder at Dr. Johnfon's 
fefltermg into the 1 " pay of thofe who for forne years pail have 
had iht direfiibn of our pabKc affairs, and at his engaging 
fo'wsrrmly irl their fervice, if we rtcc>\\e& his antient preju- 
dices in favour of the Stuart family, and his welUknowrl 
t6rf primiipfcs. No chrfs of men more readily affimikte 
With 6trr prefent governors, than thofe who were formerly 

• * See Johnfori's Vanity of Human WUhes. 
- 1 Vid. Londort, a Poem. 

{ Falkland's* Mand, contefnptuoufly as he now fpeaks of 
it, Ayould probably at this time of the dolor's life, have been 
thought a defirable fpot. 

X x 2 . diftinguiflied 
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diftinguHhed as the moil bigotted Jacobite*. .Nor can we 
wonder at a defence of tyranny from a roan, who has. de- 
plored the execution of Strafford as a murder, and who is the 
avowed panegy rift of archbtfhop Laud |. 

The malignity which Dr. Johnfon difcovers whenever, he 
fpeaks of thofe who have efpouied the caufe,of the people* is 
remarkable. He terms them, " a defpkable^&clion;"— • 
*' ruifians who would gain power by mifchief grid confjufion ;" 
— " bellowers of feditioni" — and " thpfe who have fixed 
their hopes on public calamities,, fat like vultures waiting-foe 
a, day of carnage. "— " Of this faction (fays he) what *vil 
may not be credited ? They, have hitherto &ewn jio virtue, 
and very little wit, beyond that raifchievous cunning .for 
which it is held by Hale that children may he hanged. 9 .' And 
he crowns all by telling us, that they have not even the vir- 
tue of the devil *• Can any man fuppofe, that Dr. Johafcr* 
really believes all this, evil of the people who have engaged in 
oppofition ? If not, whatever opinion we may entertain cf 
his head, what opinion muft every hotteft inan formofcrhis 
heart? 

Of the Cits of London* as he terms them,, (of which nu»~ 
ber I confefs myfelf to be though an incx>jajfiderable <w) this 
minifterial writer afTecls to fpeak with the moft indent con* 
ternpt, as be does alfoof the freeholders of Middlefeau Speak* 
ing of Junius* in his late pamphlet on the Negotiation with 
Spain he fays., " It is not by his liveliness of imagery* bif 
pungency of periods, or his fertility of allufion, that he de- 
tains the Cits of London* and the Boors of MidMeftx. Qf fti|e 
and fentiment they take no cognizance. They, admire hira. 
for virtues like their owriy for contempt of order, and w0}erj£0 
of outrage,, for rage of defamation, and audacity rf fdjhood^* 
So that, according to this modeft and candid writer, impu- 
dence, ignorance, and faUhood, -are among the, w>ft re** 
jnarkable character i ft ics of the citizens of London, and' the 
Freeholders of Middlefex, And with eqfiaj polit^iujfc <doe* 
this felf-irnporf ant. author fpeak of " the feudal gamble"; pi 
the.Earl of Chatham. As to the Ff eehoMers <tf JVliddlefe^the 
Dp#or has. fa violent an. avferfum tio tb$ai, thafthe feems to 
think that it would be no great matter if a proper number.jof 
Balfs and Mac Quirks were employed to knock them. all oon 
the head, He does not inexprefely recommend, thisojode q£ 
annihilating them ; but his words in the Falfe Alarm are: 

|| Vid. Johnfon's Vanity of Human Wifhes; r 

* Thoughts on the late tranfa&ions refpedting t alklapd's 
Ifland, p. 71, 41, 70, &c. 

« Mr. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



< 3ft > 
"Mr, Wilkes and the Freeholders of Middlefex might i)\ 
fink into non-exiftence, without any other effeft, than that 
there would be room made for a new rabble, and a new re- 
tailer of fedition and obfceriity." 

Dn Johnfon's method of eftimating the merit of Junius as 
* writer, is extremely curious; but as I have not room to 
quote it, I muft refer the reader to it. It may not however 
be improper to attempt an eftimatc of the Do&or's own me- 
rit, in humble imitation of his ftile and manner. — Dr. Sa- 
muel Johnfon, in his days of obfcurity and indigence, when 
his primary complaint was the paucity of money, helped to 
fill up the (heets of a periodical pamphlet, which the public 
did not think proper to encourage -J- . He has alfo written two 
final) poems, a romance that was cenfured as abfurd, and a 
play that has been damned. But he was fomewhat more an- 
nounced to the world, by two or three volumes of effays, full 
of turgid language, and affected pompoiity of ftile. He haaf 
been the compiler of an unweildydi&ionary, in which plain 
terms are rendered obfcure, and hard ones unintelligible. 
Nor muft we forget his edition of Shakefpeare, of which no* 
man has fpbken well, and of which therefore lampoon itfelf 
would fcorn to fpeak evil J. He has alfo produced two x poli- 
tical 1 pamphlets, fall of abufc and rancour, and of bombaft 
an&mifreprefentation. He has befides written a life or two, 
not altogether unworthy of perufal. But, if we admit all 
thi$ > ami allow him nothing but his merit, what will be his 
pratfe^ ? • , 

i-t«'may poffibly be thought by Dr. Johnfon's friends, that 
he has not hadilrift juftice donehhn in the above account. 
But, fliould this be admitted, it muft be at leaft confeffed, 
thai he has been treated with abundantly more candour and 
equity than he has (hewn towards thofe who have engaged in 
the oppafition. He has had' the confidence toaffert of the pe- 
titions which have been prefented to the king, that they con* 
talned onfy " the fenfe of the profligate and diffolute." I 
tan hardly fuppofe that there is an honeft or fenfible man in 
the kingdom, who does toot believe this to be an infamous 
falfehood. What then muft we think* of the teacher of mo- 
ral wifdom, who could poffibly make fuch an afiertlon i I am [ 
indeed forry that a mart who might have been an object of na- 
tional efteem, fhould degrade his character into that of a mi-' 

t The Literary Magazine. 

.1 Vid. Falfe Alarm, p. 6. ' 

I Vid. Johnfon's Character of Junius. . 
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jfcifterial hireling, and dtffeover a degree of prejudice, 'rancouV, 
tod malignity, which the temptations of court-favour cannot 
cxcuf*, nor the warmth of party juftify, 

J. T. 

W*' ■ i ii ■ ■■ ■« M X ■■ *m - ■■■■ mum -i ■ i m h ■ i i a , 

A6". Whitworth'j ty/*fl& in the Houfe of Commons, again/i 
committing the Lord Mayor to the Tower. 

HE began with lamenting the unfortunate fituation, 
which the houfe of commons was brought into by thefe 
ill-con fidered and ill-advifed proceedings. He faid, that it 
was the Jmoft important crifis which the houfe of commons 
had ever arrived at; that it wa? a dangerous contention, the 
people ftruggling for the laws of the land and their liberties at 
large, and the reprefentatives of that fame people, and from 
whom they derive their whole authority, contending for thac 
affumed power of uncontrollable, unlimited, indefinite pri- 
vilege and jurifdiflion j amonfter, thank God! unknown to 
exift in this canftitution. 

. ' This is the contention, continued he, this is that dan- 
gerous, fyftem of power that will forebode the dire deftru&ion 
of this country ; the commons fighting on the one hand their 
privileges, and the people, the law of the land on the other. 
The Houfe that is it War againft itfelf can never ftand. Pic- 
ture this ftruggling fc en e of contention but as the prelude of 
a too ferious tragedy, and then paint the horrors of a civil 
war at home, intermingled with a foreign conteft. Thefe 
proceedings muft produce neither credit nor dignity to the 
houfe. To retreat, fay the adminiftratioh, i$ difgraceful ; 
and it will be allowed by all moderate men, to hdften forward 
i$ deftru&ion. 

* The lord mayor (purfues this fpirited gentleman) ap- 

fears here, not as a criminal furety in the Taw, bat as the 
old aflerter of the liberties and rights of his fellow-citizens, 
claimed under the charter and law of the land, armed and 
entrenched in the defence of the law. I (hall take the ques- 
tion upon the great bafis of the rights of the pe6ple at large, 
which is trying the extent of your privilege againft thfe laWa 
of the land. This is a dangerous trial between the reprefen- 
fative and the people, fraught with every dreadful fyftem, 
fending (perhaps you may fay) to the overthrow of the very 
houfe of commons itfelf, and not leaving it even the fhadow 
of authority. This conteft has for ever by our anceftors been 
wifely avoided ; but the prefent defperate fet of minifters run 
^eatilpng at deduction, 

< You 
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1 You claim privilege, becaufc it is an unconfincd, v*nii~ 
mited, unknown exercife of power j and afiert, that it want? 
no law to confirm it, or to try it. Let me afk you, tyow you 
came to confirm and ftrengtben the greateft privilege you 
ever had, and founded upon the moft antient ufage of it ; * 
privilege which no man ever doubted, none of the people 
ever cojrtefted ; I fay, to confirm that by aft of parliament 
which you laft year did by a faving claufe to the per/on of the 
member ; I mean, in the laft ad for taking away the privilege 
of the fervaats of members for arreft of debt, and to allow all 
other fuits and actions to be commenced againft any member 
or his fervants, Caving that nothing in that aft contained jhouli ex- 
tend to the per/on of a member , but that he Jhoutd be protected 
fromfuch arrejl? Why did the houfe give up this, if, as they 
fay, it was matter of privilege ? Where was the neceffity of 
confirming it by an aft of pariiament ? Why not, if your 
privileges were lawful, claim it upon the ground of privilege 
alone, and refufe the affiftance of legiflative authority, as not 
wanting the confirmation of an aft of parliament ? For my 
own part, I am utterly againft our having any privilege at 
all, but what is given us by the three eftates, the legiflative 
body, an authority from which we ought to derive our privi- 
lege alone, and which alone are fufficient to give it us. I he- 
fitate not to fay, that we are not a criminal court of judica- 
ture. There are other courts for thefe purpofes ; they are 
the courts of the people, appointed as it were for their trlr 
bunaj. % ' 

\ It may be faid, that the houfe of commons cannot exift, 
anfl that it cannot go on with bufinefs, unlefs it can punifli 
for contempt ; or unlefs it has the firft power here claimed, 
of fending for perfons, papers, and records : you may per- 
haps fay, it would be abfurd to imagine we had a power of 
fending for perfons to carry on the bufinefs of the houfe, and 
no power to compel their attendance. To this latter I 
anfwer, the courts below might compel ; but the whole mat- 
ter of privilege I would wifh to fee confirmed upon the noble 
bans of an aft of parliament. Why not apply to the legiflative 
power, the king, lords, and commons, for power to fend for 
perfons,. papers, and records ? and whatever other power you 
want/ put it into the bill j they will readily give it you.* 1 As 
. often as you want frefli powers, fo often apply to the three 
.eftates. Whatever powers are confiftent with the conftitu- 
tion, and neceflary fo conftruft and form a le^al houfe of 
commons, vefted with proper authority, they will not refufe 
. to give you. Tnefe powers will then be your trm privileges ; 
the people will then never cpnteft againft them; they will 

with 
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with pkftfrre obey you, vefted wifb ; /tab-hatf^ authority 
Commons of Euglaad, give op you/ effume^ priyikgesinM 
the hands of thofe for whofe^goodyou^ boW ttaa, jftiidifr^m. 
whofe hands you aught alone to feavfe.motfved thrftti at firfta 
1 (ay, give them up boldly, and receive thstrt back again 
ftamped with the dye of triple Authority* C«nimcr>v ma 
more contend againft yourfelves j yotir privileges arc kintie* 
fined* unafcertained, and unlimited/ - '- i. v.- 

Here Mr. Whitworth happened to turn foot fchfe chiarry 
and addrefled himfelf to the houfe, wfeich it 4ifaftleriy, 
^nd repeated a phrafe of Latin, Mifif* tft feruitux *bi Jms 
eft out vagum ant incogmtum. Upon which the houfeaad 
the fpeaker cried oat, Cbairf Chair! He tbeit addmffcd 
himklf to the Chair ! and faid, in very good hmnotir^^batiiad 
lie prefutned to talk Latin to the Chair, ho fbcmld have; 
thought himfelf diforderly. This fet the houfe in aiaugh. 

He then proceeded and laid, that what the houfe had done 
with regard to crating out the minute of the recogjna&anee of 
WiHiam Witham, entered in the lord-mayor's cl&k's . book, 
and the ordering an entry .to be inade therein that nor&uthcr 
proceedings fhould r^e had or carried on relative Cfethar pp** 
locution, were two a£U of the houfe, " wW«ch,.»fcy3;he^l 
think are the nioft extraordinary I ever knew,' view ttfftp the 
amrfe of % legal ' jufiice 9 and the proceedings in a mar% $fka»Vju\ ~ 3 

He contirmed, That what they had done waa totally Aiefc* 
fe&ual to the purpofe intended; for, inftead of putting >an 
^nd to the proceedings,, refumed he, c< i do and can afiire 
•the houfe, from good authority, that the recognizUoce wdl 
be returned into court; the magiftrate i$. bound by fcisl-Jibtk 
fo to do j and if he. fhould not do his cl*j£y, an information 
will lie againft. him in the court of. King's Bench,' artd the 
profceutor for the aflault will have his aftion agaiktft hirti,!,«ifi 
he does not return it, Then I would advifc you.to ^ineyihrj 
leaft, a caution to your meflengw Wifliaw Withatafcni: He. 
will be takep up, brought before, the court, aod .cohmritwd. 
Where is your authority then ?. It^w^lbe* at the feffidnsjor 
affize*> when perhaps -the houfe will not befitting. ' li»hk\ 
does not ,confornv $o Jaw,, he-will be outlawed^ yow and jour 
priyflegt will be svtfatyid \ and. the <JOi|te.mpt/jWtll , .berithniw»' 
back upon us : . A»d I dare fay t^at' court wUlialJb,Ija tf&: ' 
turn, order the on try you «iade4n the Jotd-mayttrijhckdLV. 
book, to be erafed out, as the proceedings of- this, hottfiL .&>*. 
and ii\ fuch.Wnd, will the law return you Jjke foffilikei/CThis 
will be a fine conteft ! Where will be tfee 4>grt'£y of youh 
proceedings* and the honour of thi&hoi|fe?r^he.yr will, faojfc 
be in. Umbo. < Tbefl» sottunoas* «eft ^9tf .frutborty* gk> 

Hi; ahd 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1>? 




-^5* privilege 
>nons for 

fee 






34-3 ) 

from being held in t 

VVhcWc, for Thompfon, 

V^^T* xJ CT * *^ c ^vhat force your warrant 

'"^^^X *<m will find as eafily another ma{ 

"^^lu'^^ 5 qztotzcs this will be the cafe. 

^ * *U\d, as the hydra does heads, frefc 

^ ^^iod, the people are ftrong enough, 

1[? n< * on their fide, to withftantt any 

j^ e ge made into their rights. 

** e proclamation, there never was fo at 

furnent 5 not even dating the crimi 

^ake it in the leaft legal. For whe 

*Ve houfe of commons) law is not, t 

v*&*\nft law. "Now I will confider th 

"~ *he minute- hook of the lord-mayor, 

*n '»£fc c>r " *** e mo ^ dangerous kind, s 

^fcffe£fcu».l to their intended purpofe ; 

ll fttll l>« returned by that worthy ma 

y^ rc jinf5 tc> *** soatn anc * n * s confeieno 

t^* bone/? in**** is the nobleft work of God 

^%^ according to his judgment, is agr< 

v^r vS preferve that chara&er. As tc 

r ^^ *y -£ £tiall not dwell upon that, thougl 

^^£ ffxoiently defcriptive of the perfon 

^"liable to be taken upas J. Miller. A 

^ _ tc> put a flop to the printing of 

c orr*p* a5ned of? No, they frill coi 

^^ ^^^ ar e offended at, and by fuch pro 

w*v -^ - -- - ^c - ^^ ^ 1 ways provoke them to do it. Th< 

ptoc^ W ^ ^ ^r a*y* brought the houfe this occafio 

™*^jf€r ^ *T ?££? formerly brought to your bar 

<> c k£ K^ -V ^^t ? r ft in * c ftreet the f 

\m* 0* av ^^» \*" <% X w«n thefe proceedings may not 

^^ U# N C Vi> ^^irer C romwell, a copy of the lift. 

c^of* ^ Y< ? $>T-^ ^ ^ \>le and learned gentleman, the oth 

A^\st <**©<^ <7^<Tor\ftrates would treat the tipftafFof th< 

C^ x ^O* e< ^>^~* they commit him ? I anfwer hin 

V"^*\^ d <v V H^^j^^r t> cr *° n fo arrcfted was never yet ma 
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to vour bar. But if theiionourablb gentleman will bring the 
faft, I will take care torbridg tkcfenpa. .> \- * * v, -•'- ; ^ .. 
"I bare now partly done, aid ihalL onfy>exprefs>t» the 
rhonfc mf great concern for the ccntirwal Afttela tbsanattcn<}8 
this country. It feems decreed by-fats to be :fobje£bto^no- 
thing but diftreis and grief; and as I might have b*cnrdHbr- 
deriy in not turning myfelf ta th* Chair when I fpolcea leti- 
teace of Latin, I will conclude and compliment -th© 6b*ir 
With Greek : 

I therefore put ia my hearty diffent to this queftioa." 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER. : 

Free thoughts on the SubjsSf of the late Difottte Between tie 
Houfe of Commons and the City of London, 

THAT the reprefentatives of the. people of EngJaad fcave 
formerly claimed, and exerted, a power of pumftiittg 
What they called contempt, and breach of privilege by .fact 

?and imprifonment, haa not been, and cannot be. denied.;- -; 
"That fome meafure of power is absolutely nece&rjbARjtbe 
exifteoce of every court ; aud that it is to the bigb^egecefs 

? prepofterous to refufe to that fupreme aflemtyy wh?i it. al- 
lowed to the loweft court of record, to. every JMftjcs; e£ the 
peace, in the kingdom, feems arfoapUuCbJ«.poiitiop. ; \^ ct 
The only point?* in this cafe, upon which readable .rtien 
can entertain various opinions, are—-Whether the iintetaite 
powers aiTumed by the Houfe of Commons are not exorbitant, 
and of dangerous tendency : Whether an ajwfeof ^uthojky 

' by that houfe would not produce a necefluy of refiftarvee^ on 
the fide of the people ; and,. Whether tjveir l*te proceeding?, 

c in refpeft to the printers, are of fuel* an opp^eiGve ^tyran- 
nical nature as to juftify the f refifti*ncp tbtfb9tftatp.!fl9c)&t.r 
., To the two iirft of thefe queftipijs, I aofc not, lukew^coi 
enough to give the common cautious anfwer, . yifc« that ttafe 

« are Cubje&s of difficult, and delicate cjifcufljo^i/ tbat they can 
.hardly be pried into without a degree of uapjptjuJp ihpet, 

_ that they had better be let alone. IwUI fay, with. ,fr*edw*, 
$hat the difcretionary powers of that affejnbly are* ifv/s#, 
very great ; that they have formerly been abufed upon forfaer 
occafions, and may be abufed again ; that it is eyeti[ <&£y:jco 
fuppofe this abufe carried fo far as tojuftify,,and t cam/pj^ a 

* noble and raatily refiftance on the part of.ths people, -at Ucge. 

. Bvit I muft add, and I think every difpaffioriacte man will/be 

; candid eftQUgh to .acknowledge with me, jh&t JTwh £t&b&ce 
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can only be excufed by ike Aloft urgent* neceffity j that it is 
-A Jvialent remedy* Whidi lean never* with propriety, be- ap- 
'pKcd'^biEti in deflate cafes, where every other method of 
tmro'bas bemvtried without effefi; 

. i- TBhe^eftioh j 'then, comes to this feort and fimple- H&fe ; 
•'tfefiawche Hoofc-of CoOrabns, in their attempt to animad- 
'Vcrt upbn *the printers, for . publishing their fpeeches, made 
an unconftitutional encroachment upon the libertjrof the fub- 
jed ? or, have the printers, and their fupporters, made an 
unjuftifiaWe and-caufelefs attack upon the privilege of parlia- 
ment ?" 

The Honfe of Commons appear to me to have been eflen- 
tially t© blame in this cafe, noH in endeavouring to put a flop 
to the publication of their fpeeches, but in allowing a nui- 
sance fo glaring and fo intolerable, to prevail for fuch a 
length of time with impunity. 

• Freedom of fpeech in parliament is the bulwark of fiber ty, 
and one of .the principal fupports of our excellent conftitu- 
tion. Bat) if eVerjr word that drops from a member in the 
heat Of debate, -'in to be publifhcd to the world j if he is robe 
.«xp0M to tfcereferttment of a tyrant king, or the fury : of a 
mHgutfed rabble, for having fatd, perhaps, what hk cdft- 
foience, or the intereft of his country di&ated, there Wrll not 
rtfraam theffiadow of a free parliament. Shall a man, which 
is ftill itoore intolerable, have fpeeches put in his moufh 
which he never uttered, and fentiments imputed to him which 
>he ftftfrtr entertained ? Shall a paltry fcribbler brand him as 
the betrayer of Ms Country to-day, or as a traitor to his ft**, 
wigh to-morrbW, becaufe it may fuit the humour of the 
*im*S4 or the p\irpofe of a-bookfeller, to have him thought fo ? 
smd^Cbalf ire ftill be faid to have a free parliament ? So un« 
cotfflitufional in its nature, fo baneful in its confequences 
d6ed this praEficfe appear to me, that the mart who gives his 
ftpfJOtt'to it, rfctght, With equal propriety, give his voice for 
♦uttf^efftire abtflitibn of parliaments at once. * 
' : If tfhat has been 1 faid be infufficient, it is'eafy to fuggfcft 
mhfer pernicious confequences of this practice. The man 
. whoknows that his harangue is to fly through this metropo- 
lis tott« the wings of every political compilation of the hour, 
^ will'te^often induced to addrefs himfeif, not to the Speaker 
♦Of the Houfe of Commons, not to the great affernbly of the 
nation, but to the galleries, to the erniflaries planted tfaare by 
Jtitety 4 vender of fedition, every retailer of defamation * y he' 
will confider himfeif as fpeaking, ultimately; to every pfe- y 
bt+4rt fot that is aMe to fpell and misinterpret a fentence in V 
'pews-paper.— r'Tis from this caufe that every national quef- 
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t\ttn U difgraced with an opposition,- not' proceedings from* a 
difference of opinion, not faifed by a concern for public ad- 
* vantage, but mearu to catch the»tranfient Haft of popuhtrty, 
and thus to arrogate an importance otherwise totally -iimne- 
rited. To this caufe alone we mutt attribute an oppofmton, 
whoie leaders fubftimce the cantof patriotifoi-to an exprieflion 
©f, heart-felt love of their country, and faUythe wall* Ofohat 
boufe with foul-mouthed infblence and unmeaning fcurcilky, 
which they are willing to impofe upon their felloai-citiwens 
asr the generous warmth, of fincerity, and the inanJy boldnefs 
of truth. •■ « 

it wert unneceflary to mention the danger; that- frequently 

attends the divulgation of the national counfek, or u* adduce 

other reafons agarnft this odious prad ice. A momenr/s re- 

fle&itfn upon the fubje'& feems fufficient to leave conviction 

vpon the mind of every man that enjoys the ufe of rea4bn»-*- 

In a wold, were we to fearch the whole/annals ©f parliament, 

I queftion if we could find an iattance in. which it^otfid have 

been more abfurd, or more dangerous* to have oppofednthe 

\ Hoofe of Commons, than upon this occafion. *, . u,-i- 

The boated, patriotifra therefore of thote benoes of th&diy, 

isnojictter than rebelliop; and the magiftrates ofriLondon 

- ha/ve not only heaped unprovoked infuks.upon mem<Wbo9tove 

^endeavoured to do their duty, but have ifcader aiivuppiPpce- 

dented and treafonable attack upon one , of the /n&fcft,,ftered 

branches of our facred conftitution. 

Their conduct is not acquitted by general decl ama ti on s on 
the venality of parliament, and the perils that threaten our 
liberties, from that quarter. The tremendous extent of cor- 
ruption, and the want of independence in our reprefenta~ 
tiyes, are too publicly known,* and too generally felt to be 
t denied. But what fiiall we fay of that man who ^bafr affault, 
. or perhaps murder, a traveller, that rides qu fatly ajongjthe 
King's highway, upon pretence that he does not certainly 
know whether that traveller may not, upon fame future bc- 
cafion, take-it into his head to breafc into nis inclofure ? ; 
% T}ie three branches of the Jegifiature are to be considered as 
'tjie columns that fupport tj*e venerable firufture of our. go- 
vernment; and if any orie of thofe columns is increafeU or 
'diminifhed in height, the level, upon which depends the fb- 
, Wity of the edifice, will, with equal certainty, be deftroyed. 
^ Cromwell did not give a more fatal wound to the conftittrtjon 
i% of England when, he firuck off the head of his ibvereign at 
'Whitehall, than when he forcibly drove the Commons from 
'their feats at Weftminfter. Nor. would King GpGr^e 1 the 
' TTJiird more deeply injure the rights of his fubjecl^ were he 
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• toendtavoar, -by fence of amw, *a introduce martial law in 
-plaoctff atrial by juries, tfcan the printer* ajod their abettors 

have done by their infojent and unjuftifiabte encroachment: 
.upon therfceetfam of fpeosh, that has been ever enjoyed by 

thfi.reprefcBtativea of the. people. > t 

The fabrtck of the Britiih conflttueion, as it now ftajadfc, is 
;*onfeflhdfy the nobleft pile that ever was reared by hiitotan 
;utifclom. The fpeculative foreigner loads it wifih applaafc, 
: while the (lave, who gets a glimpfe of our happy ifle, .from 

amid it he gloom of defpotifm, feels, ,from Aheteoroparifcin r .his 

chains, weigh doubly on his limbs, and finks down indefpair. 
« Whs* execrations ought we to beftow upon a fa&ioo, .deter- 
. ,mioedy hecaufe defpcraite, who fcruple not Co fap the founda- 
tions of this mighty worjc, in hopes that the Minifter, whofe 

pises they.wifix to occupy, may be involved in the univcftfal 
. xmn.1 Haply the leaft abandoned of that faclion, who may 
. hawe been milled by the fophiftry of their prinoipals, or blind- 

cd toy the enthufiatn of party, may, for a moment, hold hick 
i their iacrilegious hands, whea warned by the voice of an <tn- 
. prejudiced lpedtator ; when convinced by cool 'reafon, that 

tneu* blows are aimed immediately at the pillars of the ftate, 

and ihat the next ftroke.'may, .perhaps, bring to the ground 
x tile glorious ftru&ure which has been raifed by the labour: of 

.agaa,* and which has continued fo long the objefl of the -ad- 

miration of the univerfc* ^ s 



1 72* SPEECH delivered by Mr. Sawbrii?ge, qnJhorUnlng 
, . the Duration *f Parliament* 

Mr. Steahrj 

I. HAVE long waited in hopes of feeing a more able perfon 
undertake to move the qucftion, which I am now going 
jopropofej bujt, finding myfelf djfappointed, I am deter- 
mined to do all the juftice in my power to fo important a 
fubjeft. And, not. to detain you with a tedious exordium, 
the fubje& is the Duration of Parliament, of which the peo- 
ple univerfally complain. Long parliaments were always 
deemed innovations of the conftitution, and,notwithftanding 
;the preamble of the feptennial afl, it was thought a heavy 

frjevance by the nation. Nor is this rircumftance wonderful, 
requent, .or annual parliaments, were declared fundamental 
jn the reigns of Edward the Tnird, and Charles the Second ; 
and by the bill of rights, which, one would have thought, 
po pjiriujment had a right to reyerfe^, ^nymoje than magna 

charta, 
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chart*,' they are not to be discontinued above three ywi« 
Formerly this precaution was extremely ncccflary* bqemb 
the (landing revenue of the crown enabled it. to.ounage eke 
government without their afliftance $ and if they .never met* 
grievances would never be rarefied. The crown, depending 
*>n the annual grants of parliament, is ready enough (a call 
t» together, and, inftead of difiblving us at the end *>f the* 
year, would wifli to fee us affembled for twenty years. Hence 
the complaints of the people run now in a quite different 
channel. They do not, as formerly, .exclaim chat parlia* 
jnents are not held, but that they arc held too long. And 
why dp they exclaim ? . Becaufe they find that parliaments 
become more and more expenfive the more their -duration i$ 
lengthened. The reafbn is evident. As matters now 4Uod» 
a feat in parliament may be confidered as an annuity dctet- * 
imnable at the end of a certain number of yeais. Now a 
grant determinable ia three years is not fo valuable astbe 
lame extended to feven. Therefore, by a parkyof .reafomng,' 
a -feat for feven years is preferable to a feat for three, in the 
proportion of feven to three ; and feptennial parlUmenttwuft 
in expence to the people bear the fame ratio. to triennial p*p- 
laments. It was imagined that the a£l againft hribery and 
corruption would render the conftituents upright and ^o*#ft 
in their choice. But fooie late examples fhew that this ration . 
was ill-founded, or at lead that it will not hold in all cafes* • 
Since then neither duty, nor the folemnities of religion, will 
prtVefit corruption in the C'onftituents, how can we expe# a 
higher ftrain of virtue in the reprefentatives, who are pftty 
bound by the former of thefe ties ? It is a melancholy, bjat; 
true pofition, that the ele&ed are at leaft as corrupt a$.$b* 
eleftors. With the former the evil begins. Hincmbi frim* 
mala labes. — What is the remedy ? Short parliaments,, f . 

'Tfhe pftenfible reafon for pafling the feptennial bill was tj*e^ 
danger, to which a triennial parliament might expofe the. 
Hanoverian fucceffion. The excufe is not very honourable;.: 
for tbe reigning family. It is no feather in its cap that it waft 
fupporfed by a facrifice of the ancient conftityticji. But let 
us fuppofe a thing not very probable j let us fuppofe that the 
people were fo perverfe as to render this meafure neeeflary for 
their good ; yet'ftill the feptennial afifc ought to be repealed, 
beeaufe that reason ho longer exifts. The people throughout 
the whole empire are fufficjently attached to, the houfeof 
Hanover. If they were not, I am fure fooie late tranfa£tio*is. 
yroiild have been attended with dreadful consequences. Hap- 
pily for us all their love to thefovereign exceeded theif hatred • 
to his minifterVj ^and we are : ftillin a ftate of tranquility. It 
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is our bufinefs, by taking every juft precaution, to iccurt tbo 
continuance of fo much felicity. But how is this to beef* 
fo&ed? by undoing* defperate expedient, to which our an* 
£eftors had recourfe in the precipitation of fear, and which, 
if hot' timely remedied, may prove deftru&ive to the objeft 
that k was intended to fecure. 

I have (hewn that the people have a right to frequent new 
parliaments by ancient ufage; and that this ufage has been- 
Confirmed by feveral laws, progreffively ena&ed* as occafioa 
required. Till the reign of Henry the Eighth parliaments 
were annual, and never more than triennial, in order to 
fetisfy his luflr and arbitrary will, this brutal tyrant trampled 
on the laws of God and man, and introduced the pra&ice of 
h>ng parliaments, as he knew they would always prove fob* 
fcrvient tfr hts paffions. Charles the Firft neglected to call 
fr£qtoent parliaments, and this wrought up the people to fuck 
a v degree of fury, that they faw without jcaloufy the common* 
afllftne an independent authority, which fuhverted the sonfti~ t 
ttttion, and brought the king to a tragical end. Charles 
tfee Second called a parliament, which, like a body of mer* 
cenaries, he'-kept in pay, till the fource of corruption being, 
dried up* determined them to turn againft hini, and to court, 
their conftituents : an aft of treachery, which produced their 
dlflotution. Human nature is fo frail, or fo corrupt, that < 
obligations, unlefs they are frequently renewed, lofe thexs. 
force. Hence in the courfc of feven years reprefentativejj 
forget their conftituents : and long parliaments, naturally ( 
b&ofti* independent of the people. . Whatistheconfequeape?,/ 
They become dependent on the crown, whofe influencing • 
pdWer is by the vaft increafe of places become almoft irre-,. 
fifrible. I own, indeed, that there is fome provifion ; made » 
agairrifc kndwn placemen. But where is there any fecurity, 
againft fecret placemen and penfioners, againft the reptiles 
wfctf ettcp up the badt-ftairs, and come down with a bag oi; 
gGitiea* ready to burft ? In thefe cafes, the. laws arc by no: . 
nteatfa* eflfeaual, and therefore the people Jbave no other «e«* * 
nfttty but a new eleftion. 

:Hor is this 4 the only advantage of Ihort parliaments. Long 
psrttarnents are a hardfliip upon thofe gentlemen, who ought 
in rtafoii to take their turn as reprefentatives, as well as upon, . 
thofe, whofe fortunes may not be equal to the expenceof 
fetal' yms, but might be equal to that of three or one ; and < 
who, without any felfifh views, might be inclined to carry 
or** plan -of public utility. Frequent parliaments will give 
us Weight abroad, as the fenfe of the people will thus be in- 
finitely better known than it can be according to the prefer^ 

icheme, 
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ibheme, when many fufp*& our determinations to be dlaffle-* 
trically oppofitc to the fentiments or the whole empire. But 
long parliaments will give a miniteranx^owumty of foeHng 
their pulfes, and of wheedling them with their prefcriptkmsv 
He will find out the proper pills, or baits, which they aie 
ready to fwallow, whether they be places, or penfiona, <*r 
bribes, or titles, or firings. Hence they grow more and 
monef corrupt the farther* they run from their fource. *\ 

It is idle to fay that criertnial will prove more expensive 
than feptennial. From whence did bribery, fpring ? Not 
jfifom country gentlemen. They are Aire of being chofen 
without any fuch (fcandalous praAice. This evil fprung frorti 
kninifters, who dare not truft the natural representation of the 
people, and therefore thruft into parliament theit vile wai- 
tings and dependants. Country gentlemen, having no firrifte* 
Views, make but weak ftruggks, efpedaliy agaroft dtftd 
bribery ; and the diftance of a frefli fttuggle is fo great, thai 
they grow cool and faint, and at laft defpak of doing any 
{good ; and defpair produces indolence, a fit difpofitien fat 
Havery. Minifters know this lethargy to be their hamft*4Uti| 
will not by frequent elections wake the fpirit of liberty^ 
Which is only to be kept alive by conftant attioa. Coqftant 
fe&ton will alone raife that zeal and indignation, which **j)J 
overpower the. undue. influence, by which minifterital<de~ 
peiid&ntsj unknown to the edeSors, are enabled to fupplwrt 
men of charader and fortune in their neighbourhood. - Hepcq 
a corrupt familiarity fubfifts between the roimfter and bo* 
roughs j he keeps a regifter of them in his pocket ; he feflda 
down his treafury mandates, and procures fptirious mprew 
fcntatives. ^ - * • . '// 

' Betarufe I contend for the revival of this part of our aaeiettf 
conftttution, you muft not imagine that L mean to re-eftaWKh 
the whole. No, Sir ; we ought to feleft what, is goody* and 
feje& what is bad. The queftion is not about the? general 
nature of our constitution, but about this particular pouty 
whether the ancient manner of eleding reprefemativtis is no* 
preferable to the modern. And from the very nature of jter<? 
laments nothing can be more evident : for he that /may <fet 
thought a proper reprefentative this par may not be fothfi 
next; and therefore a new- choice is necefTary* . .;,.,..« 
"- It is ridiculous to fay that prorogations are equtfateat tp 
annual diflblutiom, and every feflion tantamount to ■& tl*W 
parliament. Prorogations arc of late invention, ,9i\A.J^W 
from a corrupt fouree. Nor does' the fufpenfion.of pariijKftent 
diflfer from its long continuance in its coniequencos tfrifa 
people, of whofe "complaints and -grdevaarccs reprefont*fi?Y«* 

- - - p riiwy 
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{bay thus become rtgardlefa, and be thetnfelves the greeted 
grievance. To fay that parliaments ought to be feptennial) 
in or<|er to prfcvent the frequent return of riots at elections*!! 
very abfurd ; becaufe, »* thi» petition was jy#, we ought for 
the. iame reafon to render them perpetual; and theo w# 
fhould have no riots at all at ele&ions. And the fame argit* 
ments will bold, if you pretend that they arc neceffiiry for 
fcipporting our credit among foreigners. . .. . 

Nor will a good king, or good miniftry, be injured by 
ftiort parliaments. Triennial, or even annual parliament** 
Will be as ready as feptennial to fupport good meafyres ; w4 
if 9 triennial or annual parliament trefpafs, the people will 
ha#e it fooner. in their power to procure justice* It matter? 
Kitle whether this plan would produce many changes in Mr 
miniftration. A good parliament will always make gpo4 
ininifters. His majefty's government could never be diftreffed* 
If he would have his government approved by the people* "ai»4 
if he Would not, he would certainly be a very unfit per fen t0 
g6M€fn; 

To fay that the people cannot be trufted, is to fay that 
ibey cannot manage their own concerns. To refu(e £bort 

girliaments may create, but can never prevent, difcontQitf** 
fcforc feptenhifcl parliaments exifted, did the canvaffing begin 
two or three years before the eledtion ? No, for it is natural 
to contend more eagerly for a feptennial than fpr a' triennial 
poft of honour or profit. Then thofe who had no natural 
intqreft, faw no fufBcient temptation to employ bribery, 
When bribery was not ufed, every elector voted according t? 
his natural bias apd inclination : and now, that bribes have 
a&aally taken place, whoever buys, muft come up to the 
elector's price, which will be proportioned to his honour, 
circumftarices, and natural bias. A hundred or a thoufan4 
rounds would piirchafe him who would fpurn at half of that 
fum. Ifi this light let us examine triennial and feptennial 
parliaments* Suppoie that a* placeman or - merchant of 
London, the poftage of whofe letters amounts to 500L per 
annum, Ends that it will coft him 300c 1. to overpower the 
natural intereft of a country gentleman y for three years he 
Would decline the expence, and not for feven ; and he that 
will buy Wilt fell : he that comes in by corruption, will 
ieldom walk out with clean hands. 

Let it not be imagined, that the voices of electors are fol4 
by the duration of parliament. A man will not in triennial 
parliaments fejl for 50 L what in feptennial he would notgiye 
Under a hundred. Few think of futurity : the prefent temp- 
tation has the only weight ; as they cannot be fure of another, v 
and fifty in hand, with the uncertain hope of fifty more in 
profpea, is not furely fo great a temptation as a hundred 
Vol VIII. Z * down 



Digitized by \±JVJ\^Jp 



( 35* ) 

ifown upon the nail. Natural "mtercft and honoarafttRe 
opponents, with which corrupters have to contend j* and i 
(mall bribe is never fo powerful as a great one. Some may 
yield to a fmall one j but the greater it is, the more it writ 
yield. In feptennial parliaments a man may afford iriore 5 
mope will therefore be corrupted. Nor is this all. Mdrfc 
may depend upon being corrupted ; and the greater the de* 
peodapce* the more general the practice. . The only roe*tho4 
of prevention is to .render the practice impoffible ; there is H6 
po&bility of corrupting, but by coming up to men's price j 
and this can only be done by rendering elections fo frequent 
as to exhauft any corrupter. 

- Were ele&ionf annual, the annual Cmnge of a pertfioner 
would not buy the intereft of country gentlemen, and the 
honefty of elcftor*. Now it is well known that country gen- 
tleinepi. are the beft fupport of the conftitution, as they know' 
ib& w^nts and grievances of their conftituents. What tftfctt' 
1$: afore defirable than triennial parliaments, which will to* 
{ejferjiy bring them into the houfe ? Entertainments, ft&tf J 
fyer extravagant, will never o?er*balarice their natttYtf fti" 
^ereft, AbfoTute bribery, and bribery of a high iiSMMfe}' -ft 
ncceffary. . , All thofe, therefore, who would have theft 
pofterity fit in parliament by natural intereft', rauft vote* for 
this motion. If this be not done, they will be overpowered 
with their own money. The commons formerly refuftd Tu*k 
fidies, till they had confulted their conftituents. What mfrre 
px$per for this laudable purpbfe, than ibore piriitttfiefrfy 
oompofed of country gentlemen i The crown feldotai ^lVW 
for a long term what it Can give for aihort fpaceof tkii4* W£ 
(Jiould imitate the example. For tfcefe and varolii dthef 
reafoqs which will *ccur to every .man, I move for leavfc to 
bring in a l?ill for the repeal of the feptennial aft* tfrid for 
fhqjtening the duration of parliament. ' • '■ ; -"• 

11 1 T ... 1 1 . — ■»-_- ■ -- - *tm+mm >nl> 1 i» Hm+tL+kU till lh* 

Tfa J$arl of Chatham's Speech, whin he made* MmmftfW* 
]'.' jy\S6\\xt^tioftheprefintFarliamint. -"- ^ - r 

:> )$y Lords, ' ..." .*'..■, ■ •'■inr -n 

I\T if. not many years fince this nation was the envy and tx&> 
xqr v of its neighbours. Alone and unaffifted it jfeenptc^fo 
bafcuoce the half of Europe. Nor was the afpc& of it§ zfixtri 
abroad more flattering than at home. Concord ttnft: Unani- 
mity prevailed throughout the whole extent of the Biitilh ean* 
pire. Whatever heats and animofities might fubfiffi between- 
the grandees, the body 6f the people was fttisfied.' *N<y«irJi- 
plajnts, ,n# thutfttp* t were heard. No petitions, much leti 
remonftraiicef^ fqrjredrefs of grevanc*s, wthr carried tl^ to 
the (Jiropp^nftriW^Wvh^ed mobi ©eceffarr to Jtdcp the *»* 
/.!■ j, - - verelgn 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



< 353 ) 

vepcign in countenance by their renal fhoufs." Nothing war 
beard on every fide but one general burft of acclamation and 
joy* Bujt bow is the profpect darkened ! How are the mighty 
fallen ! On public days the royal ears are faluttd with btffea 
and hoots > and he lees libels againft his perfon and govern- 
ment written with impunity ; juries folemnly acquitting the 
Sublifbers. What greater mortification cah befal a monarch f 
fet this iacrifice he makes to his Minifters.' To their felft* 
fteps, not to bis own, he owes' his difgrace. By their in- 
trigues the laft inglorious peace, the origin of our evils, was 
effected, and approved by Parliament, though it was loudly 
condemned by the Nation. By their intrigues the laft ffiame-^ 
ful convention received the fame fan&ton. Were this facrifice 
of our honour and intereft abroad compenfatfed by the wiMont 
of our domeftic government, it would be fome comfort. But 
tbe fa& is, that Great Britain, Ireland, and America, arc 
eoually diffatisfied, and havereafon to be dlffatisfied, with tho 
Miniftry. The impolitic taxes laid upon America, and the 
fyftem of. violence there adopted, have unfortunately foured 
the quads of the people, and rendered them diiaffefted to the 
pjefent Parliament, if not to the King. Ireland has various 
neafons to complain. An enumeration of them would be tc- 
dkui*» You may judge of their number and magnitude by 
the prtfent flame. The meafures taken to carry the Middle- 
feat Ele&ioa in favour of the Court, the decifion of that elec- 
tion, the murders in St. George's Fields, the refufal of ttte 
Commons to enquire into thefe murders, and into the con-, 
du# of thofe who advifed his Majefty to beftow thanks and 
rewards upon the perfons immediately concerned ; the pay* 
TO£ftt of the immenfe debt con trailed by the Crown, without 
jnfpe&jng any account ; all thefe circumftances had juftty 
alarmed tbe nation, and made them uncommonly attentive ttf 
the operations of Parliament Hence the publication of thd v 
Parlia m enta r y Debates. And where was the injury, if" the 
ipfcmbera a&*d upon honeft principles ? For a public Affem- 
bly to be afraid of having their deliberations publifhedL is 
monftrous, and fpeaks for itfelf. No mortal oam conitrue 
fuch a procedure to their advantage : It, and the practice of 
locking rfie.doofsi are fufficient to open the eyes of the blind f 
they muft fee that all is not well within. Not fatisfied, how- 
ever*' •wifoflmtting their doors, the Commons would over- 
turn Kbe liberty of the prefs. . The printers had fptrit, and 
refitted* The irritated Commons exerted their privilege above 
tbfhlaws^f the land j and their fertants a&ed illegally in th$ 
execution tif .their illegal orders. Tbe magiftf ate* of London 
umleirtpofcth«caufe of the printers, and the protection bf the 
Jaws,'j*»d i*tfhc:c?ty^ frmchl&n The <kNMbHtal > AR! pro- 
?-rr/:T/ Zz2 * ceeded 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



( 354 ) 

&4<t44 wfth the Am* outrageous violence* They sailed upo? 
the magiftrates to juftify their coridu&, and would not fuffor 
them to be heard by co unfel. Thtfe men) who had allowed 
the proftitute ele&ors of Shoreham counfel to defend a bar* 

ijain to fell their borough by audtion, wottld not grant the 
ame indulgence to the Lord Mayor of London, pleadirg for 
the tews of England, and the confeientious dtfefcarge of their 
dmy. Accordingly they committed him to the Tower for 
not violating his oath. The moft facred obligation of mora* 
lity and religion they vote<3 criminal, when it happens} to 
Hand in competition with their aflUmcd privU«gt».-*-The«r 
next ftep was the ad of a mob, and not of a Parliament**! 
tnean the recognisance entered at Guildhall. We have beat4 
pf fuch violence committed by the French king $ and it feetw 
much better calculated for the latitude of Pan* than of Loo- 
don. The people of this kingdom will never fubmit to fuch 
bare-faced tyranny. , They tnuft fee that it is tune to roufe, 
when their own creatures dare to aflame a power of fl o p ping 

{>rofecutk>ns by their vote, and confequently of refolding tile 
aw of the land into their wfll and pleafure* The imprudence, 
and indeed the ablblute madnefs. of thefe . qayeafur^ &iVBJf~ 
Arates that they are not the refult of thajfc Al&flably's ^dfb, 
unbiased deliberations, but thedidates of ; weaJ^, uninformed 
minifters, influenced by thofe who mifleadthe Sovereign, It 
is impofl&le that a grave, and once venerable body of fMp» 
if left to itfelf, fliould have converted government into, a 
fciiffle with a fingle individual. Were the Commons not ah* 
folate flaves to. the man who holds the golden keys of the 
TreaCury* they could never have rendered the yety n&B&^oJf 
parliament ridiculous* by carrying 00 a cQnftant war agajnft 
Mr. Wilkes. To them it is entirely owing that he is become 
a perfon of conference in the ftate. They firft majie ftifti 
Representative for Middlefex and then Alderman of Loodoq. 
Now they fecm determined to raake him Sheriff^ and, in due 
course, Lord-Mayor. . When, he fet their authority at defi- 
ance, in the cafe of the printers,, they rgpgattdly declared 
him amenable to their jurifdi&ion, and actually fcrv-ed ifim 
frith more than One order to attend. Uppn being found re.- 
fra&ory* tbey-ftwirtefujly gave up the point ; after punifl*mg 
the Chief Magiftrate of the City, they Offered him to efcape 
with impunity, and,, io the face of the f WQrld^ a^kjaowJled^d 
him to be tljcir Lord and Matter. , t , .. , 

Matters being thus circumftanced* the Commons being 
• both odious and contemptible, there lemajas but one f#)0i|>le 
remedy for the evil. In order to C^yt the name aod, U*(UtM~ 
tian of Parliament from iuin* the Commons ooyuft,. asoer&og 
, to thecarnfcit re^ufiitof aaaJQri^y gUh^^^^^E^^ml 
?-- and 
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*nd the wife of alowft all the nation, b^4MTol^d, T% ftw 
may reftore good humour and tranquility oo the one band* 
sod good government on the other, Not {Jut I imagine tbi* 
act alone lufficient. No j I have no fujeh fanguipe expeda* 
tion 9 I fufpe& it will prove but a temporary and partial j^ 
roedy. The influence of the Crown i* feeconpe fo enofjnw$t 
thai fawie flrpoger bulwark wuft be *re$*d far the defeat 
of the constitution. The, a£t for <:onftituting iepi^nial Rifo 
)kuraents muft be repealed* Formerly the inconveniences a* r 
tending fliort Parliaments bad great weight ^ith mei buf 
now , we are not debating upon a queftion of . wnv^ienqe? 
Our ail ia at ftake ; our whole eonftimuon is gwiqg way^ ao4 
therefore, with the mnft deliberate and fojewir Goavi&ipo* ,J 
declare inyfelf a convert to tfieanial ?aj4**0}eotfi. Influa^cf^ 
fay all thefe ?con£tdegattQfls I move your Wd&ips ,fco addftfr 
his Majefty todjfibfoe the prefwt Pafliawsnt, a* fo<*n a& the 
JwGivete of the fetton ia concluded, 

Mnwrh m 4 S^€ch% (fte p, $57.) dilwtrti «* W<4*tf<ki tlm 

TlTrffiW the prince afcendi bis throne to give his fandion 
VV to the lavrs, or addrefs his people, great care fhould 
be tftteeti eo pteiervetbe purity of truth, and the dignity of bis 
cbarmcter. The people have an inherent right to judge of 
^twjr a&'of government j and when immediately addrefled by 
the bin g 1 , the very nature of Ms political «& demonftrattss the 
right of a-free difeuflk>n of it. His majefty's mtntfters, in the 
Speeches they have advifed him to deliver, have consulted little 
eMe but palliations of their own crimes, and hafc infinuations 
igaiftft the people. They have infamoufly fuggefled to his 
mttjeftyi that every complaint of the fubjeft iathe vbice Ai 
fefetton $ and tha* the juft refentment conceived agaiaft tkem^ 
Jeheiy is aimed at him. How far the mini&er has prefervdid 
the purity of truth in the l*te fpcechj' muft be left to ttte 
people to determine; but how far his majefty fuHained his 
dignity of cbara&er, we may learn from theclaitdeftine, man* 
tm iri which his pufillaniraous minifteto^wa/jwrfhim to bit 
throne,* in order to fave him from the moft infuking mdrtiffU 
cation which he might have endured* The exigence of bis 
majfefty's affairs may perhaps, one time or other, call for 
feisprefeftee in a more arduous fttuation; than the pacific pa* 
rade of lolling in a ftate coach, or proroguing the parliament. 

What fatisfa&ion his majefty has obtained from the court 
of Spain, for the injuries he bas received, is yet a fecnet t<* 
his people, who are forward to imagine, that the whole ne- 
gociation with that court has been little more than a bafe. 
fubiB*{&04*to Spain, and % notorious reilg^tiotvof sail national 

honour 
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honour on the fide of Britain. And they regard the seal 
wfrich his faithful commons have exerted^ asfceingmuehffrbngcr 
evidence of their affectionate attachment to his majejty, than any 
regard for the true intereft of the people. If this zeal he the 
fapport upon which the king will always rely for the defence of 
Us honour 9 and the fecurity of the rights of his people, I will be 
told to declare, that the people like not tne fecurity, and 
fefcm determined to truft but little to that Tupport, upon 
which his majefty dares to rifque his all. Indeed, were his 
faithful commons the faithful reprefentathes of the people, his 
fubje£b would he as ready as his majefty, perhaps more fo> 
to* pUce their confidence on the fame foundation. But when 
they confider that their rights have been, invaded, their li- 
berties infringed, by thofe to whofe hands they have com- 
mitted the preservation of them ; when they fee law and 
j&ftrce facrificed, privilege of parliament this day wantonly 
ittrrendered by a vote,' to-morrow defpotically extended, in 
open violation of law and the constitution, they thirnfc it ne- 
ctrtTary to withdraw their confidence where they have no fecii* 
rity, and tremble for their liberties when they lee them in flick 
hands. With real forrow do the people behold their kiqgfa 
niifgiiided and deluded, as to reft his honour upon the bafelefs.' 
feturity of open violence, and arbitrary attacks upon the peoi 
pte- and their liberties j and the deepeft concern feizes them* 
when they fee fuch meafures rnifconftrued fo far, as to be not 
only deemed* but openly declared to be zeal and affc ft ion ate attack* 
rrknt towards the king. If the king relies on fuch fup-, 
port for the defence of his honour, the people will fooncfepencL 
upon fome other for their fecurity. , _ ' 

flis majefty exhorts his Jmthful commons to employ ifmrfyft 
endeavours to render, the nattonaJpappineJsmmplelt, hy dtfqo%^\ 
racing and fuppreJEng all groundless fufpicion and fomejiic'wf-* 
turbances. For God's fake, lord North, talk not of f#w^ 
pleating the national happinefs, when we are well nlgK in ~ 
valued in confufion,. ariflng frtov milrvbmttLiQkAtiin inJ J^-H. 
pular refentment,* talk jaot of finishing thevcdi^4>ej^£qi*\ 
have laid the corner ftone. The iufpicions of thk peojjffe jm 
not groundlefs-y the dijlurbances, indeed, which ^ ^rnajft^ 
fpeaksof, may be, and I believe really are, <tf a^^>n*i|ure. 

His .majefty absolutely affcrt?, and wifely xwv^^^ap^ 
has no other ohjeft^mdean have no other, intereft* iban\tor^ig^ps. 
the hearts of a free and happy people ; and e*prefi*es fejiucqrfKJli- 
wifb, thai hisjuhje&s may not be prevented by\ any v$ake$o$fnj- 
mofities among themfehes,. from enjoying*. in the ful^^nt^A^^ 
bleffings jf a mild and legal governments If fuch.be tx^ij*s(i^^j 
real principles ^/id wiflies, this conftderat^n^with^jM^ 
•f putyifi ^e$Q^whjt^hi? 9^ ffy n^f^'a^.^ 
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motives conceivable for difcharging hfc prefent niinifters^ an4 
ditiblving the prefent pari iamenf:. 

; jft feems.to be in his, power to obviate the nuflakes* and, pre*r 
Vent thzanimojities of his fubje&s, which will never be done, 
//// 'they think themfelves in tht enjoyment of the bUJJings of a mild 
arid legal government. They are not prevented by any mjiakes* 
but the evil counfels and pernicious fyftem our miniftera haije 
adopted and purfue j and what the mjnifter ftiles animofifi^ 
are honeft ftruggles of the people for their liberty, which they 
fee daily invaded. And when this is the cafe, to.counfel the\ 
prihce |o bold fuch language to his people, is highly injuripw' 
to /the one, and a tteafonable infult upon the other* Th# 
people* have made the con/litution the ftandard by which they 
have tried principles* profijjums* and governors too,; and regard, 
tho/e as their moft dangerous enemies, who? under apy fretent* , 
wbatfoever* would violate the laws ^ or undermine the conftitutiouaJ, 
authority i which was provided for tbepurpofi offtrefsrvim tb*g4~* 
rural liberty and haMtnefs. # Qn this very principle, an4 by thiji , 
rule, do the people judge, and on this they found tneir conjn. 
jrfaints againft our miniftry, . The people do not, with 4be^ 
minifter, regard the regal authority as the preferring power qt , 
the conftitution ; no, they regard the authority of t)xe laws* as. 
the only conflitutional fecurity j and they think and know* that a - 
firi& adherence to, and upright adminiftration of the law**.; 
are the only method* of preferving the general liberty and hap-.- 
pinefs. , And by the very fame rule of judgment which Ju*,, 
ipajefty has adopted, his hmefl fubjecls regard hisi faithful xom-^, 
mons as their moft dangerous enemies, who have not fo much I 
perluadcd the J;ing to. violate the laws, . as they have done , it 
themfcives, by undermining the very foundations of the con- r / 
ffituuon, whye the facred depofit of freedom, is, lodged, and,/ 
Rill continiieq* in their Jiangs. , , , \ , > ; ..... 



BO LI TIC A L I N T E L LI GE N C E. r 

Wednesday /T<tiV£> Day his Majefty was pleafed to make the '; 
3B&f& ' i following moft gracious Speech to' both " l - 
Hbtiltebf Parliament. ' J 

^^ Lords and Gentlemen* ,t% ' V 

*AS* trie ftate of public bufinefs' no longer requires your at- 
tendance, I think it right, at this feafon of the year, to put 4 
artehtf io' t*e prefent Seflion of Parliament. 

Ttoc (Msfa&ion I have obtained from his Catholic Majefty" 
fotHhe injury I had received, together with the proofs 'which' * 
thfe cotirti of France' ahel Spain have given nie ? by laying' afidc ] 
th^ratm^ihientsi of 'their fincere difpofitiott to pfeferve the 'ge- 
neral lifatiqtitlity of Europe, have eiiaoled'trie to Vedtrce my' 3 
foK'eVty fea and land. The zeal with which you have ex- 
erted yourfelves, upon the apprehenfion of a rupture with 
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Spain*, muft convince the world of your affe&ionate* attach- 
ment to me, and ofvour conftant regard for the true intereft* 
of your country. On that fupport I (hall always rely for the 
defence of my honour, and for the fecurity of the rights of 
tny people. 

With regard to the troubles which ftill agitate feme parts 
tof the continent, my endeavours have never been wanting to 
bring them to an end ; and in thofe endeavours, you may be 
allured, I (hall perfevere. 

Gentlemen if the Houfe of Commons, 

It was with real concern that I found myfelf called upon, 
by the fituationof public affairs, toaflc of my faithful Commons 
more than ordinary fupplies for the ferviceof the current year j 
and I cannot fufficiently thank you for the unanimity, cheer- 
fulnefs, and public fpirit, with which they have been granted. 

My Lords and Gentlemen* 
* While we acknowledge the goodnefs of Divine Providertce 
In preferving us from thofe calamities with which fome parts 
of Europe have been afflided, let me exhort you to employ 
your belt endeavours, in your feveral ftations and countries, 
to render the national happinefs complete, by difcouraging and 
ftrppreffing all groundlefs fufpicions and domeftic difturbances. 
I have no other objeft, and 1 can have no other intereft, than 
to reign in the hearts of a free and happy people : And it is 
my earned wifh, that my fubjedts may not be prevented, by 
any miftakes, or animofities amongft themfelves, from enjoy- 
ing, in the fulleft extent, the bleffings of a mild and legal 
government. The fupport of our excellent conftitution is 
our common duty and intereft : By that -ibmdard I would 
Wilh my people to try all public principles and profeffions, 
and to look upon thofe as their moft dangerous enemies, who, 
under any pretence whatfoever, would perfuade them to vio- 
late thofe laws, and undermine that authority, which the 
conftitution has provided for thepurpofeof preferring the ge* 
jjeral liberty and happinefs." 

Then the lord chancellor, by his majefty's command, pro- 
rogued the parliament to Tuefday the 23d of July nexl;. 

The king was accompanied to and from the parliarnent- 
fcoufe by a large body of the common people, who, kept re- 
peatedly teftifying their joy by loud huzzas. — And we are 
lorry to add, it has fince appeared, that fix hundred weavers 
from Spitaliields were hired for this purpofe, by the minif&y ; 
but it cannot be fuppofed his majefty had any previous notice 
of this degrading ftep taken by the mini'ftry to procure fuch 
external marks of approbation of their meaiures, while they 
know their actions are inwardly abhorred by all good men. 

About two o'clock, part of the court of aldermen and. almoft 
the whole common-council, preceded by the city- inartful 
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and his deputy, went from Guildhall to the Tower. There 
were fifty- three carriages in the train. Mr. Alderman Wilke«, 
In' Mr, ReynoloVs coach ; and Sir William Stephenfon's car- 
triage went firft\ The honourable members of the artillery 
company accompanied the proceffion in their uniforms, which 
. made a very fi^e appearance. 

When the lord mayor and Mr. Oliver were brought to the 
Tower gate, on Wednefday, by the proper officer of that 
fortreis, they were received with the greateft acclamations, 
which were continued all the way to the Manfion-houfe. 

When the above magiftrates &ot out of the ftate coach' at 
tie Manfion-houfe fleps, the committee, who had alighted 
md gone in at a private door, met them, and conducted them 
into the houfe> amidft.very loud acclamations of the people. 

An elegant entertainment was provided at the Manfion- 
houfe for the aldermen, the committee of common- 
council, &c. 

Twenty-one pieces of cannon were fired by the artilkry 
company sn Tower-hill, when the proceffion began. 

The. Monument was finely illuminated, as were the houfes 
in all the principal ftreets of the city, &c. and the bells of 
xnpft of the churches were rung on the. occafipn. 

* ■ ■ i ' ■ ■ ' ■;■■ 

LETTER I. 

ff> Mr. J OH N WUKES. 

YOtT have faid " the public have a right to truth, and ia>po- 
fition on mankind ought to be detected and expofed." I*m 
* aot entirely of that opinion : 1 think there are certain tea fori s 
•whenibme particular truth* ought to b« withheld $ and my lips 

- iSiQttld ha v$ -been for ever clofed on the AibjeA of your real cha- 
racter and cpndufti if you could by any motives have been p?r- 
fuaded, or by any art or contrivance been compelled to continue 
a voluntary or involuntary inftrument of good to ybur country/ 
I have long Jbeen, with others,' ftroggling to mate it your in- 
tereft to be honelt, and founded all tny hopes not on your prin- 
ciple but common-fenfe. At length, I defpair of any good fronjt 
you, and apprehend much mifehief. 1 think it therefore my daty 
to be no longer filent ; and J come to an explanation without any 

- apprehension of difgrace, bec&ui* I know that thou " h Wtlkts <i*dUi- 
&riy any for a while bear, down e\exy thing before «.hern in the 
ilre*t, yet as far. as they are not conne&cd by public principles, 

. I hey will fu rely be feparated in the clofet. But whatever any 

. "be the opinions of any perfons concerning jny conduct, J lhall 

jio* t aUer it. Their uninformed opinions affecl: me little. J 
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know my own fituation ; Imull ever remain a poor and a private 
man, and can never be a candidate for the favour or confidence 
of the public. The voice of the people is not the voice of God 
to me, though (in the fair meaning of the word people) I have 
never thought it wrong ; but it is the voice within me that Xball 
ever be the guide of my actions; 

It is not my intention here to open any account with you on 
the fcore of private character: in that refped the public have 
kindly pafled an ad of infolvency in your favour ; you have de- 
livered up your all, and no man can fairly now make any demand. 
I blame your public conduct, and never had a difference with 
you on any other fubjed : and, though it has fuited your felfiih 
politics to infinuate and pretend fome private pique between us, 
yet you have not ventured even anonymoufly, to iuggeft any par- 
ticular caufe of my difTatisfadion. 

That I may be well underftood it is neceflary to give a fhort 
hiftory of the commencement, progrefs, and conclusion of the 
intercourfe between us. And this I will begin to do in my next; 
not for my own juftification, for I could be well contented to 
leave each man to his opinion concerning me ; but that the 
people at large, to whofe fafety and happinefs it 16 important, 
may be better able to form their judgment how far they ought, 
and how far they ought not to fupport you ; and that they may 
perceive your general profeflions and prtfteftations to belikethofe 
of laft Wednefday's fpeech, equally calculated to miflead and 
impofe, and to which every particular ad as well of your opposi- 
tion as of his government is a flat contradiction. 

JOHN HORNE. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE. 
SIR. m Prince's- Court, May t*. 

1HAVE waited with impatience ever fince November for ttte 
juilification of your account of the Weftminfier bufinefs, in- the 
very preface of which you advanced the ralihood, that yotrwe*e 
ready to ^ouch the authenticity of it. I called upon y6ti i» print 
the day after its publication. In your letter of Jan* 16, your de- 
clared, " the Weftminfier bufinefs I (hall refervc for my ftlfttte 
letter " Another letter now appears, which neither mentte**, 
nor promifes any thing on that fubjed. Now foil trifle wkfr the 
public: before you dared to impofe. - 

You fay, " it is not my intention here to open any account with 
you on the fcore of private character : in that *efped the jtotb- 
lic have kindly pafTed an ad of infolvency in your favour;" 
1 believe indeed you will not chufe to open any account vn the fibre 
qf private chamber. A gentleman in holy orders, whoJefcaftd 
appears to teftify his belief of the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, the leaft moral, the leaft confcientious of men, whoffi life 
has pafTed in a conftapt, dired oppofitioa to the purity* and pre- 
cepts of the gofpel, whofe : creed from the £rftarttel*m k txvthe 
UH is known to be* non credo* faqh a perfon With wonderful pru- 
dence 



.'" you 
"«* lie 



* 
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4ence chufes not to open any account on tbt /core of private character. 
I do not mean* Sir, to be impertinent enough to a public, "whom 
I refpecl, to defcend to thofe particulars of private life, in which 
they are not interefted, either to accufc you, or to defend my- 
felf. The frailties of which I have repented, I will not juftify. 
I will not even plead with Horace. 

Nee lufijfe fudet, fed non incidere ludam. 
But I hope to redeem and bury in oblivion every paft folly by 
great and virtuous actions, by real fervices to my country. 

Your letter of yefterday contains no charge, although it pro- 
mifes many. Every one (hall be fully anfwered. I have only to 
defire that your future letter, or letters may appear before Mid. 
fummer day, becaufe it is poffible that by the favour of the li- 
very of .London , I may after that time be wholly engaged in pre- 
paring for the duties of * very important office, and the faith- 
ful difcharge of the Sheriff's oath, not of that which' you fat~ 
ffied. J J 

I am, SIR, 

Jf our humble Servant, ' 

JOHN WILKES/; 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LEfTER II. 
SIR, 

THE motives of my conduct, and the nature of pur inter^- 
courfe, (for it cannot be called a conneftion) will beft appear 
from the utuation of each of us at its commencement : your mo* 
fives will appear as plainly in its progrefs and concluiion. 

When your troubles began I was in France. I returned to England 
towards the end of the year 1764. Shortly after, by the intereft of 
a neighbouring gentleman, with whofe fon I had travelled, I 
received <a promife from Mr. Levintz, late receiver general of^e 
^uftoms, that I mould fpeedily be appointed one of the cha|- 
Jaias to.his majefty through the nominal application of the Dtoire 

,#f v ,~rr »•♦ with a profpecl of fuch other particular perferment 

}$4'Wa$ fufiicient to fatisfy my wilhes. 

. ,;,I,was quickly informed of all the political tranfaaions in Eng- 
land duri»g,my abfence. My expectations and bppofite Cbnnec- 
none were not fo ftrong in me as thofe principles which all who 
know me know I always profeffed, long before there was a pro- 
bability that the times would ever call them out in pra&ice. In this 
iitnatkui* I did not he fi fate one moment about my conduct, but 
jn-ftantly declared my fentiments very freely ; and daring my /hort 
'itey in England contributed my mite to the public caufeby pub- 
liming whatever effays, hints, or intelligence, I thought might 
:Jbe, uieJfuL. Amongft other things I had written a pamphlet, 
. wh^h one popular bookfeher, after printing, declined to publiflw 
JJ applied to Mr. Cotes, with whofe name only I was then ac- 
.guaftLfed, as a perfon moft likely io direct me to a bold publisher. 
3 8|jch a out was found j and both Mr. CotejraiA the pdbliuVr 
y-iu ..■■/■ 3 A a v ■ m uii 
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acknowledge that the only ftipulations between nswere, that my 
same mould remain a fecret, unleSs the pamphlet was called in 
quefiion : in that cafe the publisher l\ad his choice m her to be in- 
demnified by me, or to give up my name for h'$ . > fecurity if 
he did not chuSe to rifque the confequences of tV ^::»iecution. 

Ji^the year 1765 another iieH'-hbourmg ge.-tiernaM applied to 
me to go to I:?/y with his Soo : I embraced hi% oifer. Palling 
thr>uj>h Pari^. J df-IIvpred Tome letter? 10 you i'.cm Mr. Cofes ; 
anior.gl; cth.rs on - of t l, c:V letter? fiom Mr. On few, which you 
have fince publilhed. Though this was the fint tirrc veever faw 
each other, you exacled from me, with very e«r«>r:i i-n treaty, a 
pnmife of correfpondence. I thought you at that time <!ncerely 
public Spirited, and a man of honour : I mean that fort of ho- 
nour which, though it does not reftrain from bad, prevents men 
from being guilty of mean aclions. I wrote to y6u from MonN 
pellier ; and led from my appearance you fhould miftake my Situa- 
tion, and expedt confiderable Services from me, I thought it pro- 
per to inform you, that I was only a poor country clergyman j 
whofe fituation, notwithstanding his zeal, would never enable 
him to perform any confideraLle fervice either to yotf or the pub- 
lic. Having told you my proSeffion, I difclaimed in a joking 
manner thoSe vices which, from the dependent fituation of its 
profeffors, arc too frequently attendant onitj I mean hypocriry, Ser^ 
vility, and an abjeft attention to private intereft. Receiving no 
anfwer, I did not repeat my folly : and upon a Second vifit to 
you at Paris, in rny return from Italy to England in the year 
1767, I faw reafons Sufficient never more to truft you with a 
Angle line : for I found that all the private letters of your 
friends were regularly palled in a book, and read over indiscri- 
minately, not only to your friends and acquaintance, but toevery 
vifitor. In this Second vifit at Paris you reproached me for not 
keeping my promiSe of conefpondence, and fwore you had not 
received my letter. I was very well contented, though I did not 
believe your excufe, and hugged myfelf in the refleclion that f 
had furnilhed you with only one opportunity of treachery. This 
letter you had copied fo.ne months, and (hewed it about to numbers 
of people with a menace 'of publication if Ida red to interrupt 
you. And yet you cannot pretend to juftify yourfelf by faying that 
it contains any promifes which have not been abundantly fulfilled, 
oofarfromprorcifingaffifiauce, ifl have any memory, it declares an 
inability to a{Hft.Youwi!l,not fay that Icourtedyouiny&tirprofperity, 
and forfookyou in adverfity: you will not Say thatl have been un- 
iu?, or that I ever received any favours- at your hands. I found 
you in the molt hopelefs ftate ; an outlaw ; plunged is the deepeft 
diilrefs ; overwhelmed with debt and difgrace ; forfaken by all 
your friends, and ihunned by every thing that called itfelf a 
gentleman, at a time when veryhoneit men who coukUHftinguifh 
between jou and your caufe, and who feared no danger, yet 
Icared the ridiculs attending a probable defeat* Happiry we Fuo 
cceded, and I l&ve you by repeated ele&iona the legal represen- 
tative 
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tatlve of Middlefcx, an alderman of London, and about thirty 
thousand pounds richer than when firft I knew you ; myfelf by 
many degrees poorer than I was before ; and I pretend to have 
been a little inflrumental in all thefe changes of your iituation. 

I make no other refledlion on yonr behaviour refpe&ing my let- 
ter than barely to fay that thole who fhall attempt to palliate or 
jollify it, will want a j unification themJelves. Publifh it, how-* 
ever, when you will, I am confident, as indeed I have likewife 
been affured by many to whom you have /hewn it, that there is 
nothing in the letter of which I need to be afliamed, unJefs there 
are any compliments to you ; of every thing of that kind your 
fitbfequent conduit has indeed made me heartily amamed, 

JOHN HORNE. 

<ft Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER III. 

SIR, 

MY firft employment on my return to England was to recon- 
cile you with Mr. Cotes, whom 1 thought you treated in 
his misfortunes with a barbarous ingratitude : and at Paris I ex- 
plained to you my fentiments on the fubjeft, as freely as a 
ibanger could who wiihed not to offend you. 

From this time till your arrival in England I threw out hints 
in the papers of your intention to ofitr yourfelf a candidate at 
the en fuing general eleftion ; and I endeavoured, with as much 
art as I was mailer of, to let them be juit ftrong enough to make 
thofe who wilhed you well fuppofe the event poffible, without be- 
ing fo ftrong as to make thole who feared fuch an event fuppofe 
it probable. 

From the time I left you at Paris in 1767 I held no communi- 
cation with you of any kind whatever ; nor did I upon your ar- 
rival in England in 1768 even pay you a vifit, till it was very evi- 
dent you had loft your election in the city. Then indeed 1 went 
to you, becaufe I knew I could be ufeful to you in Middlefex ; 
and I did then and do Hill think that there was no method by 
wJiich I could do greater fervice to the public, than by efpouf- 
ing your .caufe ;. which the weaknefs and wickednefs of your 
court had made, to a Certain degree, the caufe of every English- 
man. „ „ 

Befides fome credible information which I had received fince I 
firft faw you Concerning your chara&er, and the danger which my 
fecond vifit had (hewn me there was in your correfpondence, a 
particular traafaclion had made me forbear any communication 
with you, though; my fentiments of your caufe remained unal- ■ 
tered. — InO&ober 1766, you came over to England privately : 
My brother-in-law, Mr. Wildman, accidentally met you in the 
ftreet near his own houfe in Argyle Buildings in company with 
your brother Mr. Aeaton Wilkes : Mr. Wildman expreffing his 
furprue to fee yon, you told him you were diftrefled to find fome 

w place 
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place where you might fafely lay hid from fear of the outlawry : h* 
offered you his own houfe, where you flayed till you went back 
again to Prance. You reprefented to him your fituation in 
France, which made it proper for you to endeavour by little pre- 
fonts, &c. to pleafe your friends thereto whom you had obliga- 
tions ; and requeftea him to procure for you certain articles, to 
the value of forty pounds, and to fend them directed for your 
friend Monficur SainteFoy at Paris ; to whofe hands you faid they 
would come without difficulty, examination or in terr up tion,he being 
fecretary to the French minifter, and Great Treafurer oftbt Marine ; 
and you prom i fed that Mr. Wildman's bills for the money he 
fhould lay out on thefe articles fliould be paid at fight. Mr. Wild- 
inaa executed your office with the zeal of a friend, and chafe to 
delay receiving his money till fome months after when; lie was 
him (elf to pals through Paris. In September 1767 he waited on 
you at Paris : he hoped he had executed your^commiffon to your 
fatSsfa&ion : you denied that the articles had ever been receivejL 
He asked what he muft do; and whether if any accident had 
happened, it muftj>e his lofs ? You replied that he mull call 
upon Monf. Sainte toy* Mr. Wildman then de fired yo* SO let 
him have my clothes which I had left with you at Paris 3 beemfe 
J mould not. leave England fofoon as 1 hadbefoif intended* and when 
1 did go abroad fhould not take the route of Paris: yoaettdea* 
voured to difluade him from charging himfelf with the clothes, 
becaufe of the great rigour of oux eultonv houfe ; and when yoit 
could not deter him, you promifed, he fhould have , them foaiu 
Mr. Wildman went to Mont Sainte Foy, was admitted, and mid 
him the caufe of his vifit ; ' Monf. Sainte Foy pretended that toe 
could not underftand either his French or his Englilh : Mr. Wild- 
man went down Hairs to call his valet de place who underftood 
both languages well : when he would have gone into the room 
again to Monf. Sainte foy, his valet de chambre faid — " Sir, my 
•• matter ie hot athorfle.^ In vain Mr. Wildman in filled, he-hyl 
quitted his mailer but that minute to call in his interpreter; me 
aervarit periifted that-— "'his matter was hot at home,", and W r. 
Wildman coald only procure a repetition of the fame anfwer. 
"Mr* Wildman returned to Mr. Wilkes's houfe ; Mr. Wilkes was 
not-*' at home." He repeated his, vifits, — Mr. Wilkes was "not 
"-at horned At length he was informed that Mr. Wilkes, was 
gone to his houfe in the country:, Mr. Wildman went thither 
£fter yott f aiid yon promifed to come to Paris the next 4*y* ind 
fcttfeall matters; Mr". Wildman returned to Paris with Monf* 
jQoyy a name well known in England and in France, and a con* 
ft ant companion of Mr. Wilkes. M. Goy told Mr. WJldroan, 
f* he might as well fave himfelf the trouble of his vifits, he wotwNi 
get neither money nor clothes ; for that Mr. Wilkes was e*ceedingjgr 
tiittreJed, and had been forced lately to pawn the clothes." The nci* 
day a note was left at Mr. Wildman's hotel, with Mr.Wilkes y s name. 
Mr. Wildman immediately, on the receipt of it, at noon, went to Mr. 
Wilkes's lodgings Tbe feivants faid, Mr.Wiikestf as in theconntry. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wildman then went to MefTrs. Foley and Panchaud, the 
bankers, and not finding any money left there for him, as yoo 
tad by letter prom i fed him there fliould be, he perceived that 
Mr. Goy had told him truth, and that he was tricked and laughed 
at, and therefore inftantly quitted Paris.— Such was the return, 
which you, his " affectionate friend," made to my brother, your 
Jiofpi table friend, for " obligations which made it impoffible for 
4 * you exprefs the feelings of your gratitude/ 1 ' and for " favours 
*' received under his roof, of which you promifed an eternal re- 
€t mem bran ce." 

Mr. Wildman has fince made the proper enquiries, and finds 
that the goods he was commiffioned by you to procure were duly 
delivered. For my own part I never made the leaft inquiry after 
my clothes, but have received a letter within the la ft three months, 
from Mr. Panchaud, informing me, they have long been in his 
poffeffion. 

Though the extreme meannefs of thus filching, what you might 
have received freely as a gift, infpired me with infinite contempt for 
the very jiame of Mr. Wilkes, yet companion, for the wretchednefa 
of your fituation, took away from me all kind of refentroent ; and 
though I was determined never to be connected with the man, I 
was ready to lay down my life in the caufe. 

I have mentioned thefe cireumftances, not as any charge* 
againft you, though, no doubt, they will operate as fuch ; but 
merely to prove, by facts, what was from the beginning the na- 
ture of my intercourfe with you, and what muft have been my mo* 
tives at the time of its commencement. 

JOHN HORNE, 

To the Rev. ilfr.HORNE. 

$ IR, Prince'j-Court* Saturday, May ifl. * 

\T QU R fjrfi letter of May 14, told me that you. " blamed my 

j£ * public conduct, and. would not open any accouot with 
*' me on the fcore of private character.'.' A third letter is this 
rfay addrefled to me. Not a word hitherto '< of my conduit/* 
but many falfe and malignant attacks about Mr. WikUoan, your 
bfbther-fh-Iaw, who formerly kept the Bed ford- Head in 6oi»th* 
ampton-ftreet, Covent Garden, and your o\d datbet. The public 
will impute the impertinence of fuch a difputeto its author, and 
pardon my calling their attention for a. few momenta to. fcc»e* of 
lb trifling a nature, becaufe it is in j unification of an. innoceot 
Inan-' " <•'.►': 

• When you left Paris in May 1767, you defined nie to take tare 
of your old clothes'* for you meant to return io a few months, a«4 
ihey could be of no ufe to you in England. The mowing of yoiir 
departure you fent me the following letter : . . - u 

Pear Sir, ; ^ \-l 

According ^0 jsqut permiifion f leave with yoft <- ••'..-.«.- v f 
\ I fuit of fcarlet and gold 1 , , 
1 fuit of white and filver 3 c 0WI 
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t fiat of blue and filver— onoUct * 

I fuitof flowered filk: 

l fuit of black filk • 

And i black velvet furtout. 

If you have any fellow- feeling you cannot bat be .kind to them ; 
firice they too as well as yourfeif arc outlawed in England ; and 
on the fame account — their fuperior worth. 

I am, * 

Dear Sir, * 

Your very affectionate, 
bumble fervant, 
Pans, May 25, 1767* John Home.' 

This letter I returned to you at the King's Bench, and at the 
bottom of it the following memorandum in my own hand writing, 
** Nov. 21, 1767, lent to Mr.Panchaud's in the Rue St. Sauv^ur. ' 
I left Paris, Nov. 22, 1767, and therelore thought.it proper the 
day before to fend your clothes where I was fure they wouii be 
perfectly fafe, to Mr.Panchaud's, the great Englifh bankc •*•*. 
They remained in my houfe, Rue des Saints Peres, only from May 
• till the November following, nor was any demand, or reguelfc, 
made to me about them by Mr. Wildman, or any one elfe. The 
ftory of Moniieur Goy is, I am perfuaded* an abiojute falfhood. 
You are forced to own, " I have received a letter within the laft 
«* three months from Mr. Panchaud, informing me that they (the 
41 clothes) have long been -in his pofleffion." Examine the banker's 
books. You will find the date is Nov. 21, 1767. You fay, " for 
*' my own part I never made the leaft inquiry after my clothes/' 
I fuppofe for the plained reafon in the world. You knew where 
they were, and that they could be no part of a clergyman's dreJk 
in England* but that you were Aire of fo rich a wardrobe on your 
next tour *o> France cr Italy, as Paris would . probably be your 
route. This i* ail I know of the <veftimenta pretiofa of 2SW rapdta. 
1 hope, Sir, the putting them on will not have the fame effect on 
you as /owner ly on him. 

Cum fulcbris tunicis fumet nova confilia et fpes 1 

I>oriniet in lucem ; fcorto j5oftponet honefium 

Officio m ; mimmos alienos pafcet. . . 

Your charge about your brother-in-law, Mr. Wildman, h 
equally unjuft. When I was in England in October 1766, I 
lodged at Mr. Wildman's houfe in Argyle-buikUngs.ori bis own 
moft prefling invitation. I had long known him, and for fcvervl 
years belonged to a club, which met once a week at the Bedford- 
Head. Mr. Wild man detired to be confidered at this time as the 
warm partifan of Mr. Wilkes. He begged that he might be nl«> ' 
jul as far as "he con Id to me and my friends. / 1 afked him to buy 
a little Welch horfe for a lady in France, to whom I was. defirooV. 
of paying a compliment. I fixed the price, and iftfifted on pay- 
ing him at that very time, which I did. About a year afterwards- "•' 
Mr. Wildman fulfilled my cojnmifton, pm chafed me -a-WeWi 

poney, 
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poney, and fent it to Calais. This was the fingle tranfa£Hon 
of my own with your brother-in-Jaw at that time. I gave hiiu 
two or three trifling commiflions from Monfieur Sainte Foy for ar- 
rack, Sec. which were to be forwarded to Paris. I believe they were 
fent, bat they never paiTed through my hands, nor do I know 
whether Mr, Wildman has yet been paid for thefe trifles, the 
whoJe of which amounted only, as he told me, to about thirty 
pounds. 

Your endeavours to create a coolnefs between Mr. Cotes and 
lrie are clearly feen through, and will prove ineffectual. You 
made the fame attempt on the late Mr. Sterne and me with tho 
fame faccefs. In yoar letter to me at Paris, dated Jan. 3* 1766, 
you fay, " I paffed a week with Sterne at Lyons, and am to meet 
*« him again at Sienna in the fummer. — Forgive my queftion, 
" and do not anfwer it, if it is impertinent. Is there any caufe 
•' of "Coldnefs between you and Sterne? he fpeaks very handfomely 
«« of joa, when it is abfolutely necefrary to fpeak at all ; but not 
** with that warmth and entbufiafm, that I expect from every one that 
€t knows you. Do not let me caufe a coolnefs between you, if 
* € there is none. I am fenfible my queftion is at leaft imprudent, 
«* and my jealoufy blameable." 

In your fecond letter you fay, " the nature of our intercourfe, 
** for it cannot be called a connexion" arid afterwards ** in my 
«« return from Italy to England in the 1767, I faw reafons fuffi- 
** cient never more to trufl you with a Jingle line ;" and in your third 
letter you pretend that you had even in 1767, " infinite contempt 
«* for the very name of Mr. Wilkes." However on the 17th of laft 
May, you write* me another letter on my going to Fulham, while 
my houfe here was repairing, to r.ecommendy£* tradefmen to me, to 
tell me how moft Jincerely you were mine, &c. You add, ** I could 
*' not forbear mewing my friend/hip to you by letting you know 
«• your friends.** You will find, Sir, that it requires more me- 
mory as well as wit than falls to^ne man's fhare to fupport a long 
chain of falfehoods. You are loft and bewildered in the intrica- 
cies of error. Th& path of truth you would find more e&fy and 
honourable. 

You affert, " I found that all the private letters of your friend* 
* c were regularly parted in a book, and read over ihdifcriminately, 
** not only to your friends and acquaintance, Jbut to every vifitor." 
1 glory, Sir, in«having four large volumes of manufcript letters, 
many of them written by the firft men of this age. I efteem them 
my moft valuable poffeffion. Why is the pleafure of an elegant 
and iaftruftive epiiile to perkh with the hour it is received ? To 
the care apd attention: of Cicero's friends in prefer ving that great 
Roman's letter* wp-onre the beft hiilory of kome for a moft intereft- 
ing period of abov^t forty years. You miftake when you talk of 
all tb* jrwat* hturs 9/ your friends. My care has extended only 
to lejtters of particular friends on particular occafions, or to letters 
of bufinefs* tafte, or literature. The originals of fuch I have pre* 
ferved; never any, copies of my awn letters^ traiefc when 1 wrote 
Vow VIII. 3 B t* 
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— « of State, to a Talbot, a Martin, and aHorne. 

3d, « dtit djtfMti .#*d *vcr indiferiminaaerypfiat 

6utititfi6f aw at^&Maift*, but taevary *ti&p»;fi 

gly advance a faHheod. So much of yo«r tiae^bai 

me,'tfatfyOi* areftirttteveiy fcwoCttrjr ftjcndaita&e 

>f tne Volume* ( mentioned. "Tat pYe&rva&mi «f a 

' " * iplim&t to thb writer* Bur altheiigh f aj>- 

m, in genera!, I highly dlftpprovew rid b- 

ite letter*. However there arc Cafe* Wtacb 

to light. Mr. Onflow's firft letter* a* aftet 

itn you printed by me, to juiUfy what y«a 

The fecotrd you printed, without mynctofefet, 

I you to tike. ^ 

netttfon has awf jr# been fub&Jhtd. • • I iafeetatf 

, corrected with your owft hand* Which yo* 

he following pafiage I am fore, yttt wittfead 

rcfcular fatisfa&ion, and I refer** it/fb^yoa 

?y tj/ir. Wilkes's treatment, that no UKro who 
^i5 hot/ and who has not always been abfblutely perffegfc irfmTelr? 
f^lttuft3aVet/i arraign the rteafures of a ininifter. ' •' -t -n- 
^'«* 'It li not, firifrcieut that he pay an inviolable regard ft? Ae 
"laws •' that fie be a man of the itri&eft and moft unimpiajefcd 
'^onour j that hebe endowed with Aiperior abilities &nd quafi- 



fications ; tfrat he be ble/Ted with a benevolent, gtaiteKHS^ n6+ 
r ]bie|Trei.iouI jjthat he be inflexible, incorruptible,; ahdfrrave; 




^that he ljk dao'ntlefs and unwearied in her ftrvke-ajSJFrft 
"Avails him nething, »fiib kv, 

1 M ^ If h can be prayed Jthough by the bafe meattis ^rr&rfa r j 
** and theft) that in feme jfaguar^ed wan tori hour h^ha^trU^rtd 
"' a¥ Indecent i^ord, r or penned"? a toofe expreA\)%^AwWwfrli 
si facK a ffclhW frbxtt tfaf earth ;— rHs ndt fit tfcatfh* fhouJdliVc; f> 
;•'.".*'—- -lam, Sir, - ■- n^^ailj^j- 

• -> ( ' : •'< : ' j: ' ; j v .- w •-:;'' ^YourhumMfe«rkn*^ f i^- ''•-• 
V' V r ''-^- ■•'••■' .v-^ -J.O.llN 1 #li^ESl- 

Jw€ ^« g e ^ c W% ^m^ iorwird, tpt your affiftanoe, , and fane 
of. ij^ax^eipgwn of 4 he ^>i^ fforality^ yp^ thojijkt it 
JW&er to a^pt the1an^uagei>f a p*nitcpti to the one yjwi talked 
uf ..m : Sa^ransfpnned ^niO) Sjtvfaul *? tqanotEer yon ttcjpinore 
po^t^j^ajrd Joty hjuft that " hitherto your JW? m^ be cocii- 
t* der^oV a* °^ly .^Wittg , the, blffims, and, ; th^t the nnbUz mkh: 
v o uo^ 0f x]pfi^r%op^rte/n^f 
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•Syvutymbi as if y 00 Ti^djjot been at, tlvat time between forty 
in*^» qat.at.if/Wgr *W aJJ thatjcould be^lie^d^inft you. 
I behove yo^d** not impcrfe upon; many ; the JSreajer J>a/J; dejpif- 
edthchhypdcrite, wh0 fefem #orvi th« *fl&* e i ^V, hpf ever 
fcitw anight bfc deceived, your conduct did hat Cuter me eVen Tor 
afet* day t to fuppfcfe yoa ar chaagelinp- 
^ On ^^ morning, March **» j?& 
fcontbft* On Wt4n$<*t 1 inserted tw< 
ebr old members for Middkfex ; For c 
iiaAiaei* of Sir J. Gibbons made that < 
limmyoame. On Thurjday you fet < 
weftern part of the county : Rcturnin 
ford, I found there Mr, T— — n» w 
know ; He had been appointed by youj 
feeure fome houfes at Brentford for th< 
could get none, becaufe he was totally 
me, and appointed me to meet him c 
King's arms, where the Committee wo 
me relative to the houfes. On FrUa\ 
the purpofe ; and engaged mvfelf to" 
which Should be incurred ; and this wa 
had loft your Election the people could, eauiy to 
again have fled the country, and they would have ! 
On Saturday in the evening I waited on the C 
T_— fc-n was abfent: I told them my bufinefs, i 
that therifque of the uncertain expences at Brent 
of Election might be underflood to be equal betw 
1 was not fufficieqt to bear the whole, and fu. 
undo me. They were perfect Grangers to me ; 
was diftracted with vanity of bufinefs ; all was 1 
they treated me very cavalierly, as they would hav< 
who was come to impofe upon them by falfe j 
Chairman, Mr. J. J-—, a Gentleman of character 
buiincfs, not having (as he has fincc informed roe) beeja acquaint- 
ed with the circumftances, and knowing that Mr. TT— n had 

been appointed to lool^ after the houfes, very properly, though 
abruptly, bade me <ju# the room ; faying that fince houfes are 
procured, that is fufficient for us, and we have nothing to do 
with you or youreagagfmejots.^ l:c$itted ; ther*om ; firft telling 
them that they were miftakenin fuppofing they had the houfes 
fafe, and therefore mi£ht leave nie to Dear the burthen : jhat I 
was not quite fo foolifh as they feemed to imagine ; if their wrfuld 
rrdt make it a Joint iifijue, T was iATt ible' to f^veWfelf,' ftrffhlt 
I vety well knettr Sir William Beaueham'tf^^ MK &>ok 

i*oi& beSeTy gfyd to tike~the houfes off my tfSndS, ^r# toy ac- 
kndwlerJ^e thtf dblitariohV ', You frafrhhttt to fi ^fife4ft ? ?*Ba« ^. 
jngilarmjbd at my laft Words, which: f VhYe^r 6^t tbafarhS-tfiern, 
adtf^make^Keth jijitf with me in the ri%e, ty8n, followed m*, 

ttti tytoc l M£dfc;< M Aipplicated me ; moft^rn^Rl^nof 1:d*e'of. 



Digitized by Li( 



( 37P ) 

fended at ftch "creatures" as your Qto&giitiee} yon fivorr J 
Jhould run no hazard ; that you had more than money enough a$ 
your Banker's, and would that moment give me a draught fbt 
fifteen hundred ptundt* 

I replied — ' Sir, I was, not at allorTended before, bntlarn now. x 
** I fee you think me a dupe ; becaute it is Saturday evening, and 
«< your Election comes .on on Monday morning; you offer me 
* c a draught on your Banker for fifteen hundred founds , when I 
** know you have not fifteen-pence in the world. It is yen that 
" treat me ill, not they. 1 am not duped, Sir, and I defire I may 
4t at lead have the honour of doing what I do with my eyes open. 
*' Go back and look after them; give yourfelf no concern about 
«' me : I (hall aft in the fame manner as if they had engaged wirii 
" me. The die is call : If I had not thought that all was at flake 
4< on the fuccefs of your Election, I fhould not have come for- 
" ward at all; and having once begun in it, notbing^ihall 
- " Hop me." 

The fuccefs of the Ele&ion is known j the Gentlemen after- 
wards excufed themfelves to me for a behaviour for which tbeif 
good intention entirely justified them; and the Committee paid 
the expences, 

JOHN HORN& 

To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 
SIR, 

IN your fecond Letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed in the Public 
Advcrtifer on Thurfday May the 16th, you are pleated to 
fay, «* Am. ^il other things I hatl written a pamphlet* which 
♦« one popular bookfeller, after printing, declined to pubJiffl^- 
< «' I applied to Mr. Cotes as a perfon mod likely; to direft me to 
«« a bold pubiiiherj fuch a one was found, and both Mr. Cotes 
' •' and the publiftier mull acknowledge, that the only itipulation 
. i* between us were, that my name {hou Id remain a fccret, onlefs 
; «' the pamphlet was called in question : in that cafe the pabliiher 
. 5* had his choice, either to be indemnified by me* or to g£vc up 
/ " my name for his own fecurhy, if he did not chufe to rifque 
. €t the confequences of the protection." 

As I am called upon, by you in the public papers, i think the 

Sublic have a right to every information in my power* ajid:Hfcall 
riclly adhere to truth, remembering from the book^ that ** ttuth 
. *' endureth, and is always ftrong ; it liveth and conq*ere^k for 
«' evermore. It is true, that you applied to rne to recommend a 
. printer to you fgr a pamphlet you brought j me to per nfe* You 
may recoiled that I was extremely fhy of you, nor would I enter 
. into any private cQnverfation with you 'till on the third vi&t. .This 
caution was owing to. the par tic ular;circiim fiances, of the tines : 
I had juft before flood forward in fupport.-of an honcft many who 
v . was condemned, to the Pillory for rerpublifoing the North Bekon, 
. No. 45. I had made, an handibme mHc&ion tor him under the 
fillory in palace- Yard, Gmral WaxratOX had not Umbo, received 

• their 
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their formal* coB3enma*ion ; nor were the houfes of Englishmen 
feed fwwft the vifitation -of Secretaries ;of.' Slater, Kind's Meflen- 
gers* Solictors, Lav/ Clerks, &c. &c. My behaviour' hadHi raw* 
upon me-the indignation of thofc in power, and Spies and' Met 
feagere furpotmded my boufe. In that niuation common pru- 
dence dictated to fufped every man who came to me without a 
particular recommendation^ - in which predicament yon then, 
itaod, as I did not then even know your wme ; how ever,' I af- 
terwards engaged -a printer, and I believe you* gave him yo)it 
name by way of indemnification, and yOu foon after '-left-- Eng- 
land. I know of no other ftipulation. After you* de^afttffe, J 
thought *ae h on eft man would run too great- » pi%ue by p«b!ifli- 
ingin-yiourabfence; I therefore took the ■ whote irri pfefiibn -from. 
him, and paid him for the printing. I do rib* re€olleet yon have 
repaid me, nor do I deficit ; but the pamphlet was' never totfb- 
Jiflied. ■ • ' ' ' 

I certainly was the firft perfon that introduced you to Mr. 
WilkeVs* acquaintance ; and I have lately lamented, and de- 
clared my -concern in many- public companies, that 1 had' fo 
done : bet when I consider yourfmail fervices in the Middlefex 
Election, and the very great ones you have done him byj*>ut 
tare attacks in the public papers, I begin to alter my opinion. 

As you have made free with ray name, you muft give me 
leave to make fame remarks upon yourpublie conduit, of which 
j. formerly had a tolerable good opinion. I round no^iteratjon 
id you reletting Mr. Wilkes, until he was elcfted Aldevmfcn. 
From that period (for reafons you beft know) your friendfhip 
■ cooled, ahd every fuccefs of his afterwards was apparently re- 
ceived by you with diflike ; amd 1 found that the great public 
caufe* was to fuffer from your private pique to him in the boiinefa 
©f ,thd Middlesex Petition $ for after that meafure was determin- 
ed upon at the Mile-End Affembly Room, Mr. Wilkes gave you 
- a draught of a petkion, the fubjeft matter of which was con* 
JLncd-tnerely to the violated Rights of the Electors of England 
. hi general, and to thofe- of the county of Middlefex in particu- 
lar ; his opinion being, that general inveltives againft the Kfng's 
Government and Minifters,* pait and prefent, would only furnifli 
a pretext to avoid thedeeMion of the.grartd queftiort — the Right 
bf frk&ion.~And I firmly believe, if that mode of petitioning 
bad been adopted, notone county, nor fcarcely one borough in 
Englandv would- have been backward in fupport of the cadfe ; 
but you acted upon very* differed t grounds ; for, after pretend- 
ing to prepare * petition ; more to tne purpofe, you amufed jrour 
• friends, for more than th*se>' weeks, without producing me tine.-— 
At length I was fo much harraffed by many Freeholders of' my 
acquaintance, that I determined to apply to Mr. Wilkes, then 
in theKing?s Bench Prifbn. 1 found Mr. Bella* with him, Who 
thdn cenfured your conduct in the ilrongeft terms. We went 
from thence to Mr. Samuel Vaughan, who, we underflood, had a 
petition of y*urt in bispoffeffion deftined for the City of London. 

We 
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We found htm at the ^sien Coffce-h*ufe> , Mr. Vaughn* *er 
feftd Mr, Bellas a fight of that petition, which otctnoned wer* 
high moid* between thcm& I then wlttd »po* M*# Wajpsfo 
Eyxe* the<aairinaa of ihr Cortaerttm.apiiotnted/J* tfce^MiJfw 
End Meeting, to defirc hi* pe?mtffie«j, wieh the oonfefit of W/> 
Wilkes and Mr. Bellas, to <*U the Freeholders together &> the 
Grown and Anchor » the Strand, to ooofidtr of the Pq&ion» 
This I publifhed immediately in the papers. Skkaefi predat- 
ing mj attending, the company then prefent can baft account far- 
yjpw MkasiMr at; that meeting* You . may recoiled that yen 
afaewwde expreflcd yoorfclf highly dtffatUaed with me for that. 
mmfaiti which J did not regard, being determined to keep a 
Wfctch aver you* as your conduct had made me very fufpicioiu. 
Another Meeting wit afterwards had* as I am informed, at tfce 
Thtp* Turn in SpiteMfeMs, when the petition was agreed to by 
the Committee 3 and ia coafequence a meeting of the Freeholders 
convened *t the Mils-End Affembly Room at ckmm ScUck to hear, 
appipve, and fign h«~ Mr. Martin has informed me that you did 
nor bring the petition to him at his houie near Leicefter-fields 
until t*u*ifa$ a'tktk *h# wy day ; and it was paft two before you, 
aid Mr. Martin armed at the Afiepbly Room at Mile-End. 
Many of the Freeholders were gone away, much difgufted atyonr, 
c^ndiici^ You beft know whether it was your defign dU> defeat 
th& petition, and to ftop the fpirit of petitioning in its «iie, or 
jadt$. the public will make their own. reflexions, , ; 

£gain, when the petition of the county of Surry was jin ae- 
ration,' a Gentleman of the Committee applied to you for a^dr^ft 
wliicji you. .gave him. He (hewed it to jne, and I caj^c^Gon-r, 
ceive, that if you intended the bufinefs (hould have fucceedg&ftfc 
the General Meeting of the County, you would ever have giv^n; 
him fuch a draft. When I read it, I own I was aftoniihed, be- 
cause I tljen thought you did not w A ant abilities to do better,* % | 
then told the pentleman, that I was certain, no man of confc- 
qUence in the county would evcyi hear of fuch an abford compo^. 
ntfctif 'This I. repeated to you, at Vauxhall, previous to' ourgo^, 
itfg cp ftpTom, and afjterwards'in the Coffee- Rooni, there, Tpo- 
may fecdueift that 1 told you, before feveral Gentlemen^ /Ujar 
you "wanted to injure the great caofe, but that it was at^oVe^ 
•' your match." Notwi$h$andjng all which, you read this very 
extraordinary performance on the Bowling-Green as your pwn f 
though yoto hadpsevtoujly given it to the Gentleman ; and: you • 
hadj^e .moriiicayon .m »><» it totally rej*$ed. I -.fawns ** mm 
p.a|{|s^]pubhc ta jqdge tff ypur *an4»# io tbisbufineft; fot-jaA 
owXpart >{ it,^plaJined ypor.reai iw«ti^ns fo clendyj ^at,^ 
hayc np^fjuce h^tV feaft doubt of your tfue chara#er snT h»l » 
\ As you,, Sif> tov^.msde tfoe tpur of £ttrqp« twicer yojbwijfr^ 
doufctlefa, have, formed your opinion ,on> jfce, difcre^c* tat*e*n 
frej^-ahd-defpotic governments. I, from* fefqaenMniej^ouWe' 
vvftJi.a j«j^|voourLftg naiipn^ >ave been tai^ght the^alue-^^har 
iikftimable jewel Liberty. Thofe now unhappy peopfe were 

once 
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•nee as free is us ; but by the treachery and profligacy of the 
gMar, and tte ^ilcr and artsof wicked met andmrfnhier*, m 
ntfWrifdueed tp 4 wretched ftate of Ov/trf* Adtaft,-ilA<fcwlrf 
tte faint otf freedom ftiM remains, and awray noble dnd meritbriJ 
on* efforts have iatety bee^made *d recover wbarrJnejr alKcmxi 
have f© 'ftfeflfeftflry loft; b^i«rva*n $ they can only rattle and 
toft* tfeeif <teatfc$ in a*g*i&. If ever chat ihould be the fate {irt 
an evil ho*r) of this dear country, k needs not the fpim ef 
ptophecy to divine, that though oar tallies Amid be filled with 
jrifenty, they will ceafe to iaagh or dig; 

Mr. Wilkes public *ottdu& had given me theme* convincing 
proof of Ms Jove for this country ; and*hat he is the tree wattfft- 
jftaftttf con rtitttttaltel' liberty. Mis late attention iw the atfeietor 
and undoubted rights and franchifes of the people in getfeftfc 
and ef die ttfty of London in particular, both with refne& to 
ptefs-warrattfc; aftd the ftiznrc of the printer*, wilt do hinVitt*- 
mortal honour, as they will refleft the higher* difgrace Oft tkctfc 
who bafely withdrew themfeives when thefe moft etfentkt fokfta; 
Weue agitated. Thefe, added to his former merit, wrfl pleceTtm* 
above the reach of envy, and convince every hoaeft, indepei2~ 
dent EngHihman, that thofe little (hafts which ate aimed at him, 1 
anlb either from low jealoafy, or mean felf-intereft $ the latter 
htts, io^the dilgrace of it, been the ehafafteriftic of this* country 
for 'a long time. Thank heaven, however, there are fome few 
eifeefftiens* I itneerely wifli I could with propriety rank youam c 6n£ : ' 
them. It has given me great concern to find loch a defection a- "' 
mo*$ft theft Who call themfeives the friends of liberty* <5od knb&s 
they are too many ; but I troll 4 there Hill remains in this country ; * 
a great majority of horieit men, who will fcorn to follow inch 
unworthy examples ; and that you wit! alt find in the end, that 
Fix P»ftdf> Fox Deiy is* an unerring rule in England. 

' Your humble Servant, ■'- V; •'- 

"Ma? 18, 1771. HUMP BR Y COTES. 

t\ S. Sine* the foregoing I have read your third letter to Mr. 
Wilkes, in which you lay, *• My firft employment on my return • 
*'. c&'En^laqd was to' reconcile y on with M r - Cotes."— 4 never 
had. a ^uarr4V^i;h Mr, Wi^s--^I;'ne^/a^cuIed him of ijr-/ 

^rt^w&w&'&pmt :.;■:,;• ■;::;:;..,; 

u 6 I riRi, : 1 . • . . . . J*rt/m?*i Cwirty . Smtarde^ My ** v ' ' 

I A M peHiiaded -tbem are very few jtertidulmVfe ytftlr forth 
letter, Wlrlefcthepufcliewrfli that I v fi§utdwiftver; Yea fay, 
that ob the Saturday before the frrft Midclleftft ^fea ton » ***ybu.: 
" led me* together with Mr. ——i into aiiother roomr yotr 
"im&it me by the hands, rind fuppHfcgteti me moil earaeftiy 
* c rKnm be offended at fueheremajtes as f&tit Committee '■; jo\i 
••■ fcttftt I IhouM-riii nrf 1 hazard ; that you Had more thW'ttontV 
• 4 tino^h at your b^Hke/'S, and woiild ¥hht A^)tti>Jbt jgtfe l ttie a 
.-«•"'--"',-•": ■ ,v ' - ■ '•■"••-■ « ' '-••• . w--'-i '<* draft' 
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«• draft fotfiflie* handrtd poimds*" I had .been ftoty a <8w weei* 
in England* and mo ft certainly had atthat time no banker, if J had 
made loch a fpeedh to you, who knew the diftxe£s of my private af- 
fairs, inftead of ftpporttug tne as candidate for the county of ]J4id~ 
dlefex, yoa ought to have applied to my friends *br a commiffion 
of lunacy again ft me. That fingle proof would have been iW- 
ficient. Will you.pfaafe, Sir^ to tell me the banker's iiame, and 
the name, of Mr* ■ ■■*■» of which you do apt even give the ini- 
tials? I after*, that the whole of this tale is an abfolote fal&ood. 
I hope Mr. — is not deed* as well as Mr. Leixmtx^ the late 
Receiver General of the Cufioms, whom you quote as your authority, 
that you had a promife you Jbould be appointed me *f the chaplains to bis 
majefiy, as well as a profpeel of Juch other particular prefen^em as 
•wasfufficienttofatifyyour^wijhes. . • /* 

When you mention the city election you aflerr, " yoo tolled 
" or* the follies of your youth, as if you had not been at tW 
*« time bfetween forty and fifty, and as if folly was all that *:ould 
** be alledged againft you." Whatever could be alledged againfl 
me would probably come from others, rather than, from myieHf. 
\ am fore this could only pafs in a private conversation* 1 was 
ftot guilty of that abfurdity to the refpe&able body of the livery* 
You cannot produce any expreffion in my various addnefles.t© 
them, which has fetch a tendency. As to my age at that <tij&&, 
you have given the truth. I wilh you had in every other part fif 
your letters. The city election was in March 1768.. I was-/*?*? 
the October preceding. Mr. Home has, therefore* iu.ficMr long 
letters, advanced one truth, that at the city ele&ion, h* Manch 
1768, Mr. John Wilkes was between forty ana 'fifty. If any man 
doubts the fact, becaufe Mr. Home has aflerted it, htiinayijaw* 
full evidence, although its validity would be controverted by tha 
Minifter of New Brentford, bible evidence from a large family 
book, or the bible oath of a midwife, a nurfe, and half a dozen 
goifips. * . -h . 

In your firft letter, you declare, *' if is neceflary togfreaitorf 
<* hiltory. of the commencement* progress, acid coftcjufijao; of the 
** intercourfe between us." In your Jecend, you fay, "< the na* 
*« ture of i ur intercourfe, t ( for it cannot be called, a cohacftion) 
• v " will beft appesr from the fituaticn of each Of us'at its esmmmce- 
" ment. 9i Youvfituation fhall be explained by yourfelf, from the". 
words of the firft letter you ever. wrote to me. 

" You, are entering into a correspondence with %parfassy audi 
" 3ni a little apprehenfive, left that title mould difguftjyou : fcut 
* 4 give me leave to affare yoa I am not ordained a hypocrite/ 

*' It is true, I have Suffered the infectious hand of a. Biihop to 
44 be waved over me : whofe kapofitioo, like the fop gcretJJlo 
•' Judas, is only a fignal for the. devil to^nter. It is*itae£, that 

" uiually at that touch fugiunt pudor y verumgoe* ftctefque. 

«« In quorum fubeunt locum fraud es, doliq«!e, iniidiae^ttc, 5tc. 
*' &c. but I hope I have efcaped the contagion ; and tf "hhavt 
" not, if you mould at any time.difco*e# the bburic <*pjw^«ader 

• -the 
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u the 1 tongue,* affift me kindly to conquer the prejudice* of edu* 
** cation and profeffion." 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

To Mr. J O H N WILKES. 
LETTER V, 
SIR, 

THOUGH I do not intend that you (hall artfully draw mt 
off from my courfe of a regular explanation ; yet I think it 
proper to take fome notice of the two letters you have given by 
way of reply. 

And firft I muft obferve what you have not done in your letters* 
You have not even pretended any reafon for my diiTatisfactiou 
with your conduct. You have not denied that our acquaintance 
began in the manner and at the time I have mentioned. Yon 
acknowledge that you received my letter from Montpellier, be- 
caufe you have made an extract from it ;. and yet you have not 
denied that you difowned to me the receipt of it. You have not 
denied the (hewing about this letter with an intention to intimidate 
apd' injure me ; out" as Csefar's and De Retz's examples are to 
ju&fy your difhoneft debts, fo Cicero's letters, it feems, are to 
jtoftity your treachery. You have admitted that I had no commu- 
nication with you from May 1767 till March 1768, and that my 
firft vifit to you in London was when you had evidently loll your 
city election ; and yet you have offered no reafon why our ac- 
quaintance mould be in this manner broken off as fbon as it wa$ 
begun, and why, after that interruption, it mould be refumed 
again juft at that critical time. You have not imputed to me 
any motives of action either when I commenced or when I 
quitted- any intercourfe with you, either when I have approved 
or whea I have difapproved your conduit. 

Inftead of giving a confident probable account of any thing, 
let us now fee what you borne done* 

In your firft letter you have declared me to be " the lead mo- 
" ral and the leaft confcientious of men ; that my life has 
" pa/Ted in a conftant and direct oppofition to the purity and ' 
" precepts of the Gofpel; and that my Creed from the firft 
"article to the laft of it, is known to be non credo, &c."— 
Such charges as thefe from the mouth of Mr. Wilkes ! 
But I fhonld be ridiculous if I paid any regard to general abufe ; 
It is fufficient for me to anfwer, that were my character fo bad 
as you fay, it muft be very notorious indeed, and you would not 
be forced to deal in generals, and in Head of my actions to accufe 
the fecret thoughts of my heart, which no man can fcru&iize ; 
becaufe fince^ I was eight years old my life has pafled before hun- 
dreds of witnefles, and you would eajily be able to collect all tile 

Vol. VIII. 3C - particular* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 37« ) 

"partictdart of my misbehaviour from my infancy.. Weft minfter— 
Eton — Cambridge— the Temple — my living at Brentford, which 
I have had upwards of ten years — travelling with the fons of two 
gentlemen who live within a mile of my houfe, who applied to 
me, and to whom I had no recommendation but that notorious 
chara&er. you fpeak of— All thefe are not Situations in which a 
man's very bad conduft is likely to be concealed. To general 
charges fuch general anfwers only can be given. 

Your fecond letter is more particular, and ihall have a more par- 
ticular anfwer. The following is your account of the tranfacupn 
with Mr. Wildman. 

" Mr. Wildmah formerly kept the Bedford Head in South* 
" ampton Street Coven t Garden ; for feveral years I belonged 
" to a club which met once a week at the Bedford Head : when 
" I was in England I lodged at his houfe in Argyle Buildings ; 
** he defired to be confidered as my warm partizan , he defired 
'• to be ufeful to me and my friends ; I defired him to buy a 
" horfe, I fixed the price and paid him beforehand. This was the 
«f Jingle tranfaction of my own with Mr, Wildman. I gave him 
" two or three tr(fiing com millions from Monfiear Sainte Foy. I 
«' believe the articles were fent, they never pajfed through my hands* 
" nor do I know whether Mr. Wildman has yet been paid for 
" thefe trifle*." 

You are abfolutely filent about what pa/Ted between you and 
Mr. Wildman at Paris : you do not feem to know that tfth Sfr- 
v.ern-utau, at whofe houfe you lodged, ever called upon you 
there : in ihort you know and care nothing abont the matter ; 
you paid for your horfe beforehand* and have nothing to do with 
the other trifles whether he was paid or not * he may go again 
for payment to Monf. Sainte, Foy ! 

The reader who cannot fee your bafenefs through this 
ihuffling, mail be ftupid indeed. But, Sir, I have your letters 
to Mr. Wildman now .before me. You left Mr. Wildxnan's 
houfe, Nov- 7, 1766,: the next day you wrote thus amongft 
other things to this tavern- man. 

« Dear Wildman, • o f f if t D °J er ' ,, 

9 Saturday, Nov. 8, ij66.' 

My heart is too full to fay one word of the events of yefterday* ex~ 

eept my feelings of gratitude to you and Mrs- Wildman for all the kind* 

tttfs you Jbewed me* Pray direel to me at Paris Rue des Saints Peres 

au coin do la Rue de PUniverfite* and let me knovj every farthing of 

, expence you are at for me $ my Ho as E> &t. I am, 

Dear Wildman* 
Tour affectionate bumble Servant* 
JOHN WILKES. 
Agahi in another letter you fay, 

« Dear Wildman, P *1'/*l *'" **? ***** 

March 29, 1 767. 

If you would deliver a friend of yours from daily , abnofl bojtrly 
perfection* you vjill contrive to get me the tittle horje I ajked of yom 
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for M lady, I will repay you all charges of every kind. Tom were fo 
kind to undertake a Jew commijjtons for a friend of mine here, frill 
you forgive me troubling you in this manner f Your rtadinefs to ferve 
me on every occafion makes me more willingly ajk theft \ favours ofybu. 
I hope your gout has If eft aloof this winter , and that Mrs. WiLman 
enjoys perfec? health* I beg you to temember me to her very affectionately, 
and to ajffure her that I jhall never forget the obligations I received un- 
der your roof 

I am, Dear Wildrnan, 
Your Jinctre Friend, 

And molt humble Servant t 

JOHN WJLLKES. 
Again in another letter you &y, , 

•* Dear Sif, Paris, Rue des Saints Peres. 

We have been fellow fufferers in a good caufe, and we will keep 
up our Jpirits with the hope of feeing it at laft triumphant, po not 
you come this fummer to- tafie our Champaign and Burgundy P J Jhall 
be very happy to fee you here. I beg you to remember me to all our good 
friends, to Mrs, Wildrnan in particular, wbofe kindnefs to mi 1 jhall 
never forget. If the gout fpares your fingers you may employ them ufefully 
in now and then writing to, , 

Your affeclionate humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

P* St Since I wrote the above I have the favour of yours of the 
13d,' Ten thou/and thanks for the trouble you have had about t he 
horft. Shall I pay the 7L I OS. to Foley and Panchaud on your account t 
As foon as youjend me Monjieur Sainte Fay's bill, I will take care the 
money jhall be paid into Foley's and Panchaud 'j t and you may after- 
wards order them to pay it to Monjieur Le Marquis de Puyxieux. Pray 

• mvhere -does he live in Paris, or where in Champagne P If I can fervt 

• you or fave you trouble, let me know. If you will fend me your com* 

nujjkn in Englijh I will tranjlate it into French andjend it to him. 

Thefe letters paffed before Mr. Wildrnan went to Paris. How 
he was trifled with and treated there I have already mentioned. 
After he was returned to England, you fent him the following 
artful letter. 

.. At ** q* Paris, Rue des Saints Peres 

" DearSir > OtJober 19, 1767. 

J was forty to mtfs the pleafure of feeing you at the Hotel de York 
the morning I came to Paris on purpqje tojeeyou. Why did you not 
leave me a note about Monjieur Sainte Fofs bujinefs* and if it was 
Jktled or not? You know very well the letter you Jent me to Paris jome 
months before about it you found undelive/ ed. St. Foy never had re- 
ceived but the arrack. Did you enquire about the other things when 
y&u returned by Calais f If you will fend me the liji of the things ana 
what you have paid, and the name of the Jhip andmaffr, with the 
direBjon of the goods', I will Jet all to rights, and fee you paid. 

* . JC2 I advife 
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J aJvife you Ukews/e ** empower Mr* Panchaud .H retefoe the 
money of St. Foy, I long ago. endued yon a direction bow to 
draw, for it. Send me likewife the account of the little bor/e, and I 
ivill pay the remainder to Mr* Panchaud. I lament, my dear Sir, that 
you have bad fa much trouble on this occafion. Be fo good only to fate 
the pains of writing to me by the poft* and I will foon bring this into 
order* If I can be of any f entice toyeu, / weed not Jay that 1 you may 
always command me> andfurely there has been no delay on my pmrU I 
beg you to remember mo with much regard to Mrs. Wildman and to Mr* 
Horn** J am, Dear Siri 

Tour affeSionate bumble Servant* 
JOHN WILKES. 
P. S. Goy is with the ditke of Cboifeul at Fontainbleau." 

The following is * lift of the articles which you commiflioned 
Mr. Wildman to buy. 

" Twenty-five bottles of the very bell old Jamaica ram. 

Twenty-five arrack. 

For three gowns, chintz, one light blue* one pink, and the 
other fine yellow ground* 

Pamphlets. 

Oroonoko, as it is afted now* 

Romeo and Juliet. 

Churchill's works. 

Forty yards of fine flannel. 

— — J Two profligate articles which Mir* Wildman itfould mt 

■ ■ J fumijb. 

La Philofophie de V Hifloire. 

Le Philofophe ignorant. * 

'* Le dernier Ouvrage de Boulanger. 

Every thing new 1 from Voltaire." 

Though you pretend no* to know whether Mr. Wildman has 
yet been paid for thefe trifes, you know it can be proved that 
Mr. Wildman's clerk called upon you while you werein the long's 
bench for the money, to which application you an f were d, that 
you had nothing to do with it. And I fuppofe you know that 
"Mr. Reynolds not many months ago endeavoured at Bath topef- 
ftrade Mr. Wildman to fubfcribe this debt, or, if he would not 
cftf that, at lead to accept the compofition for it. Mr. Wildman 
lias very chearfully fubfcribed on your account fince your return 
to England more than this Turn, but he would not fubfcribe this 
debt, in which he had been fo fhamefully treated. v tZ * 

You next deny' that Mr. Wildman afked you for my clothes; 
and you are perfuaded that what is faid of Monf. Goy is an ab- 
folute falihood. Mr. Wildman's affirmative would be much un- 
dervalued if it was to be weighed againft your negative, JJut 
perhaps this matter does not depend alone on his veracity. 4 ; 

You have made an extract from the letter I fen t you from 
Morupellier, which wants no excufe, and does not relate to 
«ny thing in agitation. If it required any explanation, I 
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•ould eafily give you one you would not like. I laft night found 
junong my papers a copy of this my letter to you, with whic^ you 
have (6 much threatened me : It finishes with the latter of the 
following extracts* 

•« I have received yet no letters ; I believe I have fome srt the 
poft-houfe ,at Marfeifles, but I do not expect any intelligence hi 
them : I hope for forae from you relative to yourfelf that may 
give me pleafure : though I am half afraid that your hopes 
of the prefent miniftry have mifcarried ; for Lord St. John of 
Bletlho, not long fince (hewed me a letter from the Duke of 
Grafton, excufing himfelf for not appoining his lordfhip to the 
embaffy of Conftantinople, and mentioning the appointment of 
Mr. Murray ; at the fame time hislordfliip told me, that he too had 
long been foliciting that employment : I wilh there had been no 
greater obftacle in your way than his lordftrip's inter eft and 
merit. 

" I this moment receive a letter from England that tells me 
Fitzherbert has fent you power to draw on him to the amount 
pf ioool. a year:— 

Eutrapelus, cuicunque* nocere volebat 
Veftimenta dabat pretiofa :— 
I am afraid this i$ Eutrapelian generality; and that by furnifti- 
ing yon with the means of pleafure, they intend to confign you 
over to diffipation, and the grand points of national liberty 
and your glory to oblivion. 1 am fure they will be miftafcen ; 
nothing littje or common is for the future to be pardoned you. 
The public have done you the juftice to form extravagant no- 
tions of you, and though they would be very forry to fee you 
neglect any opportunity of ierving your private intereft, yet 
they hope never to have caufe to reproach you as Brutus 'did 
Cicero — That it was not fo much a mafier that he feared as An- 
thony for that matter." 

This language was pretty plain, Sir, from fo new an acquaiq- • 
tance to you as I then was, and I think my fentiments exprefled 
in the latter extract cannot eafily be mifunderltood. From this 
latter extract of my letter you evidently borrowed the thought 
and the quotation from Horace which you have ufed in your 
letter of laft Monday ; but unfortunately you do not underitand 
the paftage, an accident that happens very frequently to pla- 
giaries, you fay, " This is all 1 know of the Veftimenta pretiofa 
% * ot Eutrapelus. I hope, Sir, the putting them on will not have 
f* the fame effect on you as formerly on him."' If they have 
no more effect on me, than Horace fuppofes them to have had 
formerly on Eutrapelus, they will not do me much mifchief. 
JLutrapelusy cuicunque nocere volebat, 
Veftimenta dabat pretiofa. 
The/at^ is, Sir, (as any fcboolfboy can tell you) that Eutrapelus 
{lid npt wear, the clothes himfelf, as you fappofe, but left them 
.wit}x a- Drqtfjgate at Paris, and the bad effects enumerated by Ho- 
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race in the following lines relate to the fellow who pawned them 
and w>t to Eutraoelus who gave him the opportunity fM , * 

- Yon have made another extras from a letter you c<dlit+ which I 
feat to you at Fulham. I defire you would give the whole of 
that letter, and the e*tra3 will then, I believe, have a very dif- 
ferent appearance. It is true that note to you at Fulham had 
efcaped my memory, but I now very well recolleft the occafcm 
of it. Mr. B-— . of Fulham, who had been exceedingly ufefcl 
in you* eleftion, came to folicn me laft May that I would write 
to you in behalf of fo&e tradefmen there, who had voted lor 
you, or otherwife fcrved you in your eleaion. It was much 
againft my will to tell him my' thoughts of his requeft ; and yet 
I could not be fo unjuft as to conceal my opinion and do them 
a n injury under the appearance of a favour. I aflced him fmUnp 
(for you know I cannot laugh) if he really thought fuch, a re- 
commendation of them would be doing them a favour ? He re- 
plied, they would think it fo. I told him, I would not pretend 
to anfwer for their being paid ; and that I mould he forty to 
stake them fuch a return for their good public fpirit, as to re- 
commend them to a bad private debt. He faid they would «fe 
their prudence, which I begged he would caution them to<to* 
that I might not* hereafter be reproached. On this occafion I re- 
«ollea I did write to you a fhortTnote, 5f which I have likewife 
a copy fomewhere ; and I remember too the fubftance of it. I 
eitpreffed toyou my furprise that your credit was {o good, and that 
there were ftill to be found any perforis willing to truft you : the 
line of my note, which you have extracted, was inferted by me to let 
you undefftattd that you were not conferring an obligation on me, 
bat that it was an aft of friendihip in me towards you to jet you 
know your friends. 

Sir, my furprise to find any tradefmen willing to truft you waa 
the greater, becaufe I knew feveral of the fraudulent pretences 
you had ufedfinceywr enlargement from the king Vbench tp obtain. 
^goods from tradefmen. 

• What you fcy concerning Mr. Onflow's letters 1$ AQt true; 
hat it needs no refutation, being nothing to the prefent.purpofe, 

- and bearing evident marks of falmood on the face of it * .far who 
tsti be fo grofs as to believe that — «* it was printed without 

■' your confent, from a^ copy you fuffered me to take," and this 
'too after acknowledging that you printed the firft letter yo»r. 

JO H N aORNE* 



i 



n ^. COTES, 
SIR, ' . 

Was exceedingly forry, and much forprifed, td fea-your name 
_ figned to fuch a heap of noafenfe and follhood arts cotitakted 
in your letter. I have never given you the leaft provocation. 
.f here is nothing in either of my letters that could offend you. 

I only 
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I only find, f was entirely a ftranger to yon, when I applied t» 
}ron for a publifher— that you found one for me ;— that I made no 
other ttipulation with him, than to conceal my name, an left it 
was neceflary for his fafety to difciofc it, and that by your means 
i fir ft became acquainted with Mr. Wilkes. The troth of all this - 
you acknowledge. You then call fqme reflections on me, I fup- 



pofe at the inftigation of Mr. Wtfkes, who never yet hefoated 
about facrificirig his friends for the moil trifling momentary ad- 
vantage to himfelf. Now, Sir, you will fee in a few moment* to 
what he has expofed you. You fay, that " faon- after you h*4 
u engaged a printei I left England." The pamphlet was print- 
ed in June 1767. \ did not leave England till three months after 
in September • / 

You fay — that •' after my departure, you thought the honeft 
*' man would run too great a riique, by publishing it in*my ajb- 
** fence ; that you therefore took the whole impreffion from Jiinu** 
The fact is, that as foon as it was printed, you feveral times or- 
dered itfor publication, and as often popped it. You mud remem- 
ber the reafons you gave me for fo doing : if you inM on my 
telling them, I (hall comply : I am only filent on that faifaject. 
from refpeft, you ought to be fo from ftrong ties of honour* Yoa 
fay-*-" yon paid for printing the pamphlet, but you do not recti* 
iC lecl whether I have repaid you, nor do you defire it." Now, 
Sir, obferve the dilemma into which you have brought yourfc|& 
Whilft I was abroad you became a bankrupt. (I do not mention 
it, but from the neceflity you put me under; no man felt, and 
does ftill fee! more concern for you on that account than my fell".) 
Either I <&/ repay you, or I did not. Is this debt to be found in 
your Accounts which you have delivered to your creditors, on oath? 
I will venture to fay it is not. If I prepay you, why do yow 
endeavour to call the reflection on me, of being in your debt i If 
If -I did net repay you, how will you efcape from the oath of you* 
. bankruptcy ; but you have made this matter appear more ferious 
than it is. Humphry, 1 do not want to load you unjuftly .; ail my 
friends and acquaintance know that on account of your misfor- 
/ tunes and good-nature, I have ever been your advocate. This 
expence of the printing was a meie trifle, which you have men- 
tioned uncertainly in your letter, for the fake of reflecting upon 
tte, that I might be fuppofed to be fomething confiderabU in your 
debt. 1 did repay you after your bankruptcy, after my return in 
1767, you told me what I fhould give you, and I paid you one 
day as we were walking in the ftreet: for you faid it was a trifle 
of fuch a nature as you never entered in your books. I will pay 
you again, if you pleafe : Though had I not paid you, it would 
have been, with a very ill grace, that you could reproach me for 
it; becaufe, when you became a bankrupt, you owed my brother- 
in-law, Mr* Wildman, tzh which he would not claim. He laid, 
k&tft Humphry was heartily welcome to it* 
. So* much for the faoltfh pamphlet. 
■•■•■■<, ■ • "• . " " ' ' ,' The 
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The only thing befides, which I have faid concerning, you i* 
»y letter is* that u l reconciled you with Mr. Wilkes, and that,} 
*« thought he treated yoo, in your misfortunes, with a barbarous 
" ingratitude/' How could this offend you? You anfwer—. 
•* that you never had a quarrel with Mr. Wilkes ; and that you 
«' never acaafedhim of ingratitude." Mr. Wilkes has taken care 
not to fay fo much. I certainly did reconcile you : Mr. Wilkes, 
in the year 1767, and ever fince that time, down to the prefent 
moment, has conftantly accufed you of applying to your own 
jrarpofes above a thoufand pound, which, he fays, he trufted with 
you to pay the debt doe from him .to the Foundling Ho/pit al: in 
Mr. Wilkes's own account of the matter, I faw he did not tell 
truth : and when I talked to you afterwards on the fubjeft, I 
thought youjuftifiedyourfelf from the charge, and proved tome, 
that Mr. Wilkes was in your debt. If Mr. Wilkes will deny this, I 
engage to bring as many creditable witnefles as he pleafes to 
provetit : for it has-been his conftant defence to his friends, when 
be has been chaiged with that fraud on the Foundling Hofpital. 

The bulk of your letter, Mr. Cotes, is upon matters very fo- 
reign .to any thing I had faid concerning you or Mr. Wilkes* 
You give us an encomium on truth, and fome common rant about 
liberty ; to which you add your opinion on political meafures ; and 
your tajle of literary compofition. You make fome remarks, and 
give A/al/e account concerning the Middlefex and Surry petitions; 
but I will not now be drawn off to anfwer them. Nor (hall £ 
trouble myfelf at prefent with what concerns you more nearly ; I 
mean the Policies about D'Eon. I have known the circura- 
fiances of that fraudulent bofinefs fome time ; but 1 fuppofe it 
will not be neceflary for me to difclofe them; they will be brought. 
to light without my affiftance. 

JOHN HORNE. . 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE. - 

S I"R; Prince's Court, Friday, May 24. 

IN the* accuracy of quotation you have a formidable rival in 
Mr. Lauchlin Macleane. You do not even publifh your own 
letters' correctly. I ought not then to be fo unreafonable as to 
expect you mould print mine more faithfully. The third letter 
you have quoted of mine to Mr. Wildman has no date. - Is there 
none to the original f I expect you to leave at the Printer's every 
letter 0/ mine, which you have quoted, and all thofe you print 
in future. Your letters to me fhall accompany this, and be left 
for your perufal at the Printer's. The palm of exa&nefs and fide- 
lity you (hall yield to the Alderman of Farringdqn Without, 

You quote roe as faying, «* when I was in England I lodged 
« f at Mr. Wildman's Houfe in Argyle Buildings," but you chufe 
to omit the words immediately following, becaufe they cleared me 
from one ofyour charges, on bis own prejpng invitation. In your letter 
to me from Montpellier you only quote, " I have received yet 
•' no letters," the original added " from England-" In a former 

lcttet 
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letter I fa id, «« I fi*ed the prke of the horfe," " and in~ 
'• fitted on paying him (Mn Wildmaa) at that very time, 
«' which I did." Will your Brother-in-law deny this i I 
thought five guineas the common value of a Welch parley. 
I haa formerly purchafedmore, thaft one at that price. He told . 
me I mull give feven : I tle^eforp paid him down that fum. The 
expences of the Horfe t &c, traveltingjo Calais could not then be 
a'certalned. My letters confirm this account. You qnote from that 
of Ocl. 19, 1767. " Send melikewifcthe account of the little horfe, 
" and I wilj pay^ the remainder to Mr. Panchaud." Pray, Sir, 
what is the meaning of the word remainder in that fentence? Why 
did you not print that word in italics? The letter of March 29^ 
1766, fays, " I will repay you all charges of every kind.* 9 Doe* 
this imply the horfe itielf was not paid for before? In the fame 
manner the iirlt letter, " let me know every farthing of expence you 
•' are L at for me, my horfe, &c. 

As to your old clothes, I have already faid that they continued in 
my houfe the Rue des Saints Peres from May 25 till Nov. 1767, 
and were then fent to the great Englifh Banker's,' Mr. PanchaudV. 
Your aflertion of the pawning them is an impudent falfehood, and 
a rafcally return for the care I took of fuch trifles at your defire 
during the time I (laid at Paris, and even on my leaving France*. 
As to the vejlimenta pretiofa of Eutrapelus, it ought undoubtedly to 
be " his acqaintance," not " him." Whether the Printer, or I, 
made .the trifling miftake, I do not recollect. The firft idea was 
youi's. I turned your own cannon againft you. Your proof 
of my Plagiarifm of. the Latin words is pleafant. You pretend I 
take from you two lines and an half, not a word of which you 
cited! I will only add about the old clothes, that when you next 
wear red, I hope it will be 1 Suit of Scarlet and gold — cloth* 
not of black died red with the blood — of your countrymen. 

The cpmmiffion of Monfieur Sainte Foy refpecls that Gentleman* 
not me. Mr. Wildman never made a claim of fuch a debt at the 
Bill of Rights. It is not to be found in the lift, nor was any ap- 
plication made on that fubjecT to Mr. Reynolds either at Bath, 
or in London. 

You declare, " I knew feveral of the fraudulent pretences you 
** had ofed finctyour enlargement from the King's Bench to obtain 
" goods from tradefmen." I knbw Mr. Home to be the Father 
of falfehoods. I call upon him to produce one Jingle iv/lance, and I 
dare him to publifh every thing he knows of me of every kind. 

The reafon, Sir, why I did not give the whole of the two let- 
ters I have quoted, was the fhameful private fcandal in the one, and 
the dullnefs in the other. The practice of unneceflariiy printing 
the names of private perfons, as in the late instance o£ the Members if 
the Bill of Rights, where it was a real injury to the parties, is highly 
to be cenfured. You may publifh the entire letters if you pleafe* 
Why did you not quo:e the following paflage of the ktter dated 
Jan. 3^1766? *! I am quite at a lofs about yourfelf and very 
*' anxious to know what is determined relative to you and thoje 
" grand points with which your caufc is infe par ably united* Can it be 
VoL.^'UL * 3D " that 
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*• that the prcfent men in power would fo far forget tnemfelves as 
'* to forget you ! '* Sure nO body but my father would ever 
'« keep Uich a bird in a cage," faid Prince Henry of Sir Walter 
" Raleigh, Atid furely none but the prefent mini ft ry would 
" leave fuch a bird at Mr. Wilkes loofe." 

As you mention the premife you had obtained of being one of 
the Chaplains to bis Majejty, I mall conclude my prefect extracts 
with the following paflage, which will mew how peculiarly fitted 
you are to be a domiftic Cbablain to our prefent Sovereign. 
■ * 4 Sheridan is at Blois, by order of his Majefty, and with a pen- 
*« fion ; inventing a method to give the proper pronunciation of 
*> the hnglifh language to Grangers, by means of founds bonow- 
♦ 4 ed from their own. And he Degins with the French. 
- * ' I remember a few Years ago when an attempt was made to prove 
* Lord Harborough an Ideot. Thecounfelon both fides produced 
•* .the fame inftance ; one of his wit, the other ofhis folly. His fer* 
" vants were puzzled once to unpack a large box, and his Lord- 
<* fbip advifed them to do with it as they did with oyfters— put it 
*' in the fire, and it would gape. • • 

1 " This commiflion of Sheridan appears to me to be equally 
** equivocal. And mould afimilar JiatuU be at any time attempted 
** againft his Majefty* they who do not know him may be aptto 
** iuiped that he employed Sheridan- in' this manner, not fomuch 
"' for the fake of foreigners as of his own fubje&s; and had per- 
**• mkted him to amufe himfelf abroad, to prevent his fpoiiing 
*' our pronunciation at home." 

As to the letter from Montpellier you fay, " you have not de- 

" nied that you difowned to me the receipt of it." I aJTert, Sir, 

that I told you I leceived that letter, but had not time to anfwer 

it, while you ftaid at Montpellier. I referred this for the general 

.catalogue of your infigmficant lies, which I mean to give in my laft 

Jepter. You add ** And you have not denied the fhewing about 

"this letter, with an intention to intimidate and injure me." 

The letter was never (hewn titt 1 after Mr. Morris declared p.u{>- 

hckly, *' Mr. Home told me, he- had always the fume opinion of 

," Mr. Wilkes/' ^ I replied, " not always the fame. When I fte 

*' you next, I will convince yo» of it." I am not to anfwer for 

"the injury a gentleman in holy orders may receive from fuch a 

letter ? nqt wrote in hurry, but of which he appears to have kept 

. a tnpy % now called forth to light by his own treacherous conduct. 

1 fhall now, Sir, in anfwer 'to what you mention ,in the letter 
of. Jan* 3, 1766, ** I this moment teceive a letter from England, 
* l that telts me Fitzberbert has fent you power to draw on him 
if to the amount of 1000I, a year," give you a letter of the pre- 
ceding month on this-fubjeft to Mr. George Onflow, Member for 
Surry, then one of the Lords of the Treaiury, a copy of which was 
tnken by a friend at Paris, before it was put into the poll. Mr. 
Onflow has ihewn it to feveral perfons in England. 

" • ;,:;'$x>tp 
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A(y <&ar &V, Rue des Saints Peres t Bee. 12*176$." 

* • / Regret that I am obliged to fend this by the 'poft, but 7 do not bear 

of any 'friend's going foon to England, and f think th#t it fcedmes 

ihefaimefs of all my proceedings with refpefi to the gentlemen, vyith whom 

I have been concerned* to ft ate two or three fails tp you, and immediately 

After I had taken my refolution. Mr. Fitzherbert has offered me r in 

the men* offome of the nuniftry, the annual fum of 1 0©o/T to be paid 

out of the income of their rejpefiive places. I have rejected this pro* 

pofal as clandeftine, eleemofynary, and precarious. I demand from uhe 

juftice of my friends, a full pardon under the Great Seal, for 'having 

juccefifutty ferved my country. I will wait here till the ftrft day of the 

new year. If I fhould not then have received it, I Jhali have' the 

Jtrongeft proof > that the prefent miniftry are neither the friends of Mr* 

ft'ilicj, nor of juftice, bfcaufe the letter of Mr. Fitzherbcrt nils me % 

** that there is perfeft harmony among them, and the perfeft canft- 

** cience and fupport of their mailer.*' 

The franknefs of my nature, and the opennefs of my eondatl, oblige 
toe to give you this notice. I afk not the grace of a fen/ion, or of 
an employment. 1 afk juftice, and from Gentlemen, nvho declare that 
IJeavi been •* extremely ufeful, and ill ufed; and that they are" my 
"friends." 

I beg the ftneereft compliments ofrefpeft fo the good old Speakir, and 
to Mrs>. Onflow* 

I am ever, dear Sir, 

Xour moft affectionate, and 
ohedient, humble fervant, 

George Onflow, Efqy John WWtts. 

I (hall conclude with obfervin-g, that the above letter was writ- 
ten' in conference of Mr. Fittherbert's miftaken information to 
me, at a time when the men you moft hate were in power, during the 
jfrcrttjly becaufe the mo& virtuous of all. the late ad mini ftranons, 
to whom we owe the parliamentary refolution* againii£ww<*/«nw- 
' rants ami the feizure of papers, the repeal of the late exclfe on cyder 
and perry, and of the American fi amp. tax-, by wfeich four glori- 
ous ads the fubje&s, both at home and in the cplpnies, have 
Been reflorcd to their pergonal liberty a* well as their inva- 
luable and inalienable rights and privileges. Such a conduct 
feeured to them- the confidence of the people, and of courfe. 
the hatred of oar Sovereign, with their qwa fpeedy dirfolacion. < 
I am, SIR, 

Vonr bumble Servant, 
1 '' ; * . JOJbJN V7t%%%$ % 

Ta Mr. JOHN WILKJSS;, 
LETTER VI. 

I^vAVE been a&ed by feme very weH-meauing metr, 
', i. Whether I did not in my firft Letter fay, that I would 
open np account with you on the feo*e of fvivatt chaja^er \ 

3 I) 3 2. And 
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%. And yet whether I have hitherto charged you whinny thmg 
but actions of a private mature ? . 

* 3. Whether your private character is workflow th.au it was 
when I went fuch lengths ia your fupport ? , 

4. Whether I did not at that time know your private char 
.rafter? 

5. How then could I be a friend to fuch a man ? 

6. 1(1 was your friend only for .the fake of the public caufe* 
whether the fame reafon does njot remain ? 

7. Whether your caufe is not ftill the fame ? And, 

8. Why I will fuffer any private pique qr quarrel between us 
Jo come before the public and injure that caufe ? 

. To which I anfwer, 

1, 2. I have hitherto confined rayfelf, according to the plan 
laid down in my firft Letter, to (hew from facts what muft have 
been the motive^ of my conduit, and ^ the nature of the inter- 
courfe between us. For that purpofe jit was neceijary for me to 
inenuan fuch. parts pf your ill behaviour as fell within my warn 
Anowledge* and related to my/elf, at the time of its fommewemtnt ; 
that it might from thence plainly appear to every one, that I could 
have no private attachment to Mr. Wilkes, though, I was deter- 
mined to the. utmolt of my poor abilities to aflift him and bis caufe 
qs far as it was a public caufe*, and might -tend to public benefit. 
Had it been my intention to attack your private character, (wfiicl} 
I underftand to be on all fides given up) I fhould have purfued 
a very difFeren.t method : the transactions I have mentioned- are 
mere peccadillos compared to .the black catalogue which woul4 
then have appeared, 

3. Your private character is not wor.fe now than it was when 
I went fuch lengths in your fupport ; except that by continuing 
your former bad practices in every refpect, notwithstanding every 
reaioh public and private to reflrain you, all hopes of your a- 
mendment are vanifhed ; for the ingenuity of man cannot find* 
oat an additional motive of retrain t. 

4; 5. I knew enough of your private character at the time 
of the MiddlefexEiection not to enter into any private connexion 
with you ; and to have no motives but what were public for the 
facrifrces I made and the hazards I ran. But I did not know 
your private character as I have known it fince^ When I firft 
went abroad, early in the year 1763, I knew no more of yon 
than what the papers told me, that you, in conjunction with 
Churchill and Lloyd, were one of the authors of the North, Bri- 
ton. WJiatI afterwards heard againft you on my return in 1764* 
1 imputed for tne greater parr to the rage of party, and the ma- 
lice of your enemies : I fuppofed you liberal in (peculation, and 
not a very rigid moral ill in action : I* have not to this moment 
read the Eflay on Woman ; and whatever it may contain, I mould 
— •■ V" ' " * " " '■' — ■ i n )»■ ■» ■■■ ii . , 1 . i.« 

* * The declaration of the Society of Supporters of the Mill of 
fight 1, when it was firft fanned. 

"'.' '■ ' have 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



i s«7 * 

1ft Are -Teh more indignation againft thoie who Dribed the printer 
to betray you, than againft you who were betrayed ; becaufe lr 
was a mean villainy, almoft equal to the treacherous publication- 
of a private, friendly, confidential Letter ; but a villainy of which 
yau can now complain no more. 

.. Wilkes, with the education of a Gentleman, has exceeded in 
meannefs and want of fentiment his fervant Curry. Jn the year 
1767, I firft knew fome part of your private character, and no 
fooner knew than avoided you. Since that time, in the progreft 
of my exceifive induftry to extricate you from your difficulties, 
I have to my aftonifhment found to be true not only all that has 
been aliedged againft you, but much more. However, were it 
$>offible to add to the meafure of your private turpitude, it would 
not prevent me from acting over again in the fame manner I have 
done; and was there an election for Middlefex to-morrow, (the 
right of the electors being left unvindicated). or any other point 
of public concern, khe benefit which you might receive from my 
labour or my fufFerings, fhould not make me in the leafl relax the 
pne or decline the other. 

6, 7. I was your friend only for the fake of the public caufe : 
That reafon does in certain matters remain ; a3 far as it remains, 
fo far I am ftiU your friend ; and therefore I faid in my firff 
Letter, " The Public fhould know how far they ought, and how 
for. they ought not to fupport you/* To bring to punifhment the 
great delinquents who have corrupted the parliament and the 
feats of juflice ; who have encouraged, pardoned, and rewarded 
m.urdej- 5 to heal the breaches made in the conititution, and bf 
falutary provifions to prevent them for the future ; to replace 
once more, not the adminiftration and execution, for which they are 
very unfit, but the checks of government really in the hands of the 
governed ; 

For thefe purpofes, if it were poffible to fuppofe that' the great 
enemy of mankind could be rendered inftrumental to their nap- 
pinefs, fo far the devil himfelf mould be fupported by the peo- 
ple, for a human inftrument they Ihould go farther ; he mould 
not only be fupported, but thanked and rewarded for the good 
which perhaps he did not intend, as an encouragement to others 
to follow his example. But if the foul Fiend, having gained 
their fupport, fliould endeavour to delude the weaker part, and 
intice them to an idolatrous worfliip of himielf, by perfuading 
them that what he fuggefted was their voice, and their voice the 
voice of God: If he mould attempt to obitruct every thing that 
lead's 10 their fecurity and happinefs, and to promote every wick- 
ednefs that tends only to his own emolument : If when the 
taufe — the cau/e—reyeT berates on their ears, he mould divert thefe 
from the original found, and direct thein towards the oppofne 
unfaithful echo : If confufion fhould be all his aim, and mif- 
chief his folc enjoyment, would not he act the part of a faithful 
monitor to the people, who fhould fave them from their fnares t 
£v Reminding them of the true object of their confiitutioml wor- 
ship, 
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ftup, ixprttkSi in tfcofe words of ttrfy'W'94t $mmsmfitZ&t*J 
Rex, Lex kqkens , Lex, Rex mUmsi This itf— *th* Vaufiui-faitmfe-* 
To make this union indiflbltfble Is the 0*fy cdtffe I aek«mk4g«u 
A* far as the fupport of Mr. Wilkes tends to this point, * fc»nt 
as warm as the warmed: But all the Hies of yaur proje&s'.ar* 
drawn towards a different center^— yourfclf; sftid if with* gaod 
intention, I have been diligent to gain yotf powtfrs^rtiibk may 
be perverted to mifchief, 1 am bowid to be doubly diligent m 
prevent their being fo employed. *';..» ' 

8. The diligence I have ufed fbr two y**rs paft, at>d- the jGjcv 
cefs I have had in defeating all your ihamefal (bhevtes, i» the 
true caufe of the distention between tfs. E tave never tad m»y 
private pique or quarrel with you. It was your 'petfcy «* f*m* 
graphs and anonymous kttirs to pretend it ; bittyou- oattoot meow 
fion any private caufe of pique of quarrel. 

To prevent the mifchief of divifion to a popular oppofitaiB, 
thofe who faw both your bad intentions and your a&iovs were 
JMent; and whilft they defeated all your proje&s, they were cau- 
tious to conceal your defeats. They lludied fo much the moreto 
fatisfy your voracious prodigality, and thought, as I ihould have 
done if a minifter, that if feeding it would keep yoa from tatf- 
chiefs a few thousands wouW be well employed* bv the public for 
that purpoie. But 1 can never, merely for the fafce o( Jfrengt&t*. 
ing oppofition, join in thofe a&ions *hich -would prevent all the 
good effects to be hoped from oppofition, and for the fake of 
which alone any oppofition to government can be juftifiible. 
Such a practice would very well fiiit thofe who wim a change of 
ininifters. For my part I wlm no fuch thing-; bad as die pre&bt 
are, J am afraid the next will not be better, though I am fure they 
cannot be worfc. I care not under wnofe adminiflration gwod 
comes. But the people mutt owe it to themfelves, nor ought they 
to receive the reftoration of their rights as a favour from any fet of 
men, minifter, or king. The moment they accept it as* grant \ 
xl favour, an aft of Grace, the people have ttof the ptt>fp«cl of 
a Right left. They will from that time become like the mere 
pofletfbrs of an eftate without a title, and of which' they may fee 
difpoflefted at pleafure. „ If the people are not powerful efkoagffj to 
,'inake a bad adminiftration or a bad king do them jiift iCey rhey 
win not often have a good one. Would to God, the time-would 
, come, which I am afraid is very diftant beyond the petied of- my 
lift, wneri an honett man could hot be in oppofition ; I declared 
JhouI'd rejoice to find the patrortage of a minifte* in the ftftatteft 
degree my honour and rntertft. I never have pfctended* %c* aity 
more than to prefer the former to the latter. ' Bfct it is hOPupou 
jr»e alone that you have poured forth your abole, but upon evety 
man of honour who hasdeftrved well of the public ; and if you 
w£re permitted to proceed without interruption, there would 
fliortly not be found one froneft man who would i^ot fliudder tq 
deferve well of the people. 

The 
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The true reafon of our diflention being made public, is, that 
you could not get on a ftep without It ; and you truft that the po- 
pularity of your name, and your diligence in paragraphing the 
papers, wtH outweigh -with the people the tooft efTential fervice* 
of others ; and that you fliall get rid of all controul by taking 
away from thofe who mean well, the confidence of the people. 
If you can ones get them affronted by the public, whom they 
have faithfully ferved, you flatter -yourfelf that difguft will make 
them retire frqm a fcenc where fuch a man as you are, covered 
with infamy Ukeyour's, has the difpofal of honour and difgrace, 
and the characters of honeft men at his mercy. 

I mean to prove what I have faid by fads, and though it does 
hot come in the regular order of time which I meant to obferve, 
lior with that ltrength with which a number of preceding tranfac- 
tions made it affeclt my mind, I will now mention one, which, 
with two or three others, made you defpair of ullng me in your 
plans, and made you haften the rupture. 

Some time in laft July, when I was upon a vifit to Mr. Alder- 
nun Oliver at Putney, you came there, and perfuaded me to go 
with you to your houfe at Fulham, wherel had never before been, 
that we might the next morning go together by water to Lon~ 
don. In the boat you began with me a converfation about the 
city, as exa&ly as I can recoiled to the following effeft. 

W. " I think I ought to coniider fomething about providing 
for my friends and being prepared with candidates for the city 
offices. Give me your opinion : who do you think fhould be 
Town Clerk ? 

H. " Why ! is Sir James Hodges dead ? 

W. *' No ; but he is not very young, nor in very good health; 
and one ought to be prepared againft accidents. There fhoulcT 
always be a candidate fixed upon ready. 

//. " Since you have afked my opinion about it, I will give it 
you freely : , I chink diredlly the contrary. Corifider your fitua- 
tion ;■ your influence is not perfonal, but depends entirely upon 
the propriety of your meafures. Though you may confider of 
the thing in your mind, you ihould never fix upon a candidate 
till the very time of eleclion, nor talk about it to any one. The 
man that might be molt proper this year may be very improper 
the next. It is your bufinefs, when the time comes, to "confider 
who is the moft fit for the purpofe, and has the beft claim to the 
favour of the citizens; and if thofe circumftances are nearly 
equal in different candidates, then to adopt him who is the moft 
likely to fucceed : by which means the party you efpoufe wftl , 
generally be victorious ; and you will have the credit Of having 
•carried many a candidate by your intereft, when indeed he will 
* be carried by the merits of his own pretenfions : and fhouM'you 
at any time mifcarry, , your, defeat w\\l do you no harm ; for 
every one will acknowledge that your xnan ought to have fuc- 
ceeded ; and by feeing you always efpoufe the moft worthy, the 
public will ia time have a iirong inducement to fupport your 

candidates 
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candidates, ffid will reafonably conclude that he is probably the 
mQtit worthy whom yoa efpoofe v whereas by following a different 
courfe, though yoa may fucceed once or twice, your very fuc- 
ceffes will difgrace you, and enfure a future defeat. 

W. " All this may do very well in theory ; but Reynolds has 
done fo much and is every {lay doing fo roach for me, tha| I 
think he ought to be fixed jupon as Town Cfcrfc. \ 

H. *' In my opinion you have fixed upon the laft man in the 
city that mould be thought of for that office; and I may fpeak it 
the more freely, becaufe Reynolds has experienced that I do not 
want an inclination to ferve him, When he Cent Mr. Tr-r-j-p 
ttii defircr me to ask Mr. Sawbridge to appoint him his und#> 

fheriff, he knows that there was" not a minute between Tr n's 

application to me and Mr. Sawbridge's granting my reqtfell : 
he know* too.the-fteps I have 11 nee taken to ferve hifn in that Jin£. 
There is nothing improper in his bejng. under-&erafF» becaufe 
that is a private favour granted by the jhertff who ferve* the 
office at a very great .expense. But the lucrative city offices are very 
different things : they ought .always to be difpofed of "to the old 
citizens 'of long Handing, not to thofe who make thenifelves free 
ftHTthe purpofe; to men of refpe&able characters, whocaapimch 
Services to the city; or at leaft to thofe who with equal merit' 
have not perhaps been fo fuccefsful as their neighbours, and are very 
»&t fa eafy in their fortunes as their fellow-citizens" think, they 
deferve. Reynolds has not the lead claim : he is a freeman ooly . 
^£>f yefterday ; and you will certainly forfeit the., efteenvand Aipv. 
port of thexitiaeiLs, and yarrow yourfelf to a very fraall circle 
indeed, if they fee yourendeavouring to confine all the emolu- 
ments of the city to your attorneys, agents and particular ad£e*» 
rents,- to the exclufion of thofe who have long borne the burden 
of the city, arid whofe jighi thofe offices are. •• You ought, on 
. the contrary, on thefe. ocoafions to ailifywortti and merit xvhaf ever 
,ypu find it, Whether amongft your own party, or out of iitj or 
even among your adversaries ; and by fo doing yourenemie$.will be 
lefs Jeaous gf your power and' lefs .bitter,'. ,and the number oC 

'/your friends will Jncrea.fe.as the approbation of your condud in- 
creafes." 

Mr. Wilkes feemed much chagrined and did not '"at^ll'.f.ejjjfli 

* toy afgunfenti, but turned the converfation...tp other fubje^fo 
About ten days af re r wards Mr. Reynolds came to <m.e,aacLtaki mt 

' lie defired my advice and afliftanee; that Mr. Wilkes had been ■ 
talking to him about being town-clerk: I repeated tb Mr. £ey- 
molds theargomercts Ihad ufed to Mr- Wilkes, ,wjth many ptfeers 
'©arefcfclariy affefting Mr. Reynolds';' and Mr.'Ri?yhQlda tohi.«ic 
;he was "convinced by wha,t I had faid, and fh*>uid think no- more 
of it; " - 



(To be continued. X 






Digitized by VjOOQlC 



( 39" > 



N 



D 



X. 



AN addrefs to the king fragfe 8 

- - - - of the freeholders of *St. Chri- 
ftophers Jo- Kit exeelfenty William 
WdodJey* Efej governor Of the ifland ;6% 

• - - - to R. H. Lofack> efq, with new and 

explanatory notes . » ibtdi 

• • . * of the genias of Britain to the once 
virtirous a\id truly rloble Brkon* 2*08 

^ . . . to the independent landed gentlemen 
of England " J 159 

- * . - of a wjug to the people of England 

A familiar epiAle td Hie premier or 

A* etaminetion of the merits of Dr. John* 

- fon 33$ 
iMcibiades to the ear) of Hillsborough on the 

tidntf ntitr'atioft of the affairs of Grenada *o4 

Atticus on the good effects of an antipathy 

co prime miaiftere in this kingdom » $tf 

Authentic <ppy of the affboiation and deftis* 

1 ration of the king's natural born fub|e&t 

* of the ifland of Grenada, 190/ 

* Anecdotes of Lord Weymouth's resignation 

• 167 

B. 

'Brutus on the power of the attorney general 

to file informations ex officio 238 

C, 

Card to the printer on 'the foundation of the 

ptefatt Chancellor's promotion to that high* 

office 138 

Cafe ? for council, law again ft privilege 300 

Cafe of Mr, ^hei It ' 'W 

Gortduft of lord chief juftice Holt refpecting 

th* privity^ of the houft of commons *6f 

ConftitwtJonaJ Hcanytfor tyti* 303 

Continuation of remarks on the gentlemen 

wto' feted tor Wad agaioff the Hanover 

' fuccefiion 04 

Copy of a remarkable letter from the pub- 

JHher of the London Packet to the fpeakcr 

of the houfe of commons 228 

• - - - ditto from a failor at Spithcad to his \ 
iweet-heart in Wapping 266 

Paftf/r to which princes ere ezpofed by pla- 
cing n confidence in unworthy perfons, il- 
luftrated in a -curious Oriental allegory 127 

pectus on the means of rendering princes 
contemptible 7< 

Voi.VUI. 



Declaration of thyfe Spanj/h ambaltador 99 

Detail, the ihoft circumftantial, of the proi 

' ceedings of the patriotic aldermen refpe&- 

ing the aflault.made on Miller the printer 

by the mettenger of the fwmfe of commons 

245 
Dialogue between an Englishman and a Spar 
f ntanf, on the convention with Spain 16a 
DSflertation on the words allow and difalhto 

16c 
. . E. ■' ■ '* 

End for which the Jefuits were driven from 
" pojufh countries 85 

Eflfey to prove that proclamations have wot the 
•* force of faw, by a Devonshire freeholder 218 

* - -. - on the afibmed power of' the houfe of 

commons, by .a whig 2U6 

Extra ft from Alexander. Scott's legacy to his 

country 297 

-•• ^ - from lord Bolingbtoke*s differtation 

on parties ' • .*•'•• i^cf 

j - l . of letter from Paris i\x 

- ... - of tlitto from tTto'pia % 1 j 

.. ..: a?. .. 

Free thoughts on the- fubjedt of the dirpttte 

between the houfe of commons and the pa-- 

' triotic magiftrates ^f the city of London 

..... " «4 

G, 

Gracchus, his ctidrefs to the houfe of com- 

' mans on their reTolution not to admit 

ftrangers to hear their debate 142 

Ht ' • 

Hints recommended to -the confideration of 

• Idrd North 2t' 
Hiftory, a very curious one, of the prime 

minmers in England from the conqueft to- 
the restoration ^ 32a 

Hortenrlus on the nature of civil government, 
with an account, of an aotient debate con- . 
cerning the merits and demerits of Mo- 
narchy, Ariftocracy, and Democracy 255 

Junius on the power aftumed by the houfe of , 
commons of arreft and imprifonment with- 
out legal prpcefs 29 x 

Interrogatories put to lord Mansfield by lord 
Camden in the houfe of lords > 3 1 

Letter to lord B •» - ft 160 

3 E Xetiet 



Digitized by VjOOQ tC 



39* I If D 

Letter to lord M - - - - d 170 

Letters between Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Home, 

with explanatory letters from other perfons ; 

the whole containing a genuine, carious, 

ami interefting correfpoQdence 357,' 

- - - - of Lilburne on the difpute between the *. 

Jloufe of commons and* the aldermen who 

difcharsjed the printers 230 

Lord Chatham's fpeech in the hottfe of lords 

for a-diflblution of the prcfent parliament 

* . 3x0 

Lord Mansfield's celebrated fpeech in the cafe 

" of the chamberlain of London agajnil £1- 

len Evans, efqj 147 

Lord Anion's opinion on the necejjty-of a 

fettlement at Falkland's iflands 140 

M. 
Mentor on the dangerous confequence* of an 

improper difpofal of public office* j jj 

Observations on the conclusion of a reprefen- 
. taiipnfrom thye board of trade to thekingj 

. on the fubjeft of the fufpeniion of fix pro- 
tefiant members of the council of Grenada. 

Q 

m---"jm the liberty of the prefs, and.parjy. 

writings ' ' ' \ . \ aj66 

• - - - on the bill depending in parliament for. 

recruiting the India company's forces, with 

foreign Roman catholics . • _ 21C 

. - - - on the fyfteni of politics putfued by 

lord Bute • ' : . 158. 

Ode] to Mr. Alderman Oliver, by a.lagy. 3QI. 
Opinion of Mr. Morris pn the cafe of Whe- 

ble P. .r iioi 

Faper on the, dotfrineof libels, left by lord 

Mansfield with, the clerfe of the fcpuf^of 

lords ' 31 

Papers relative to the $peni(h declaration i6z 
Panurge on public dc/amaum, ajfld propoijw t' 

.a new mode^of punishment /or tr>aj vic,e<$9 
Political creed, a poem 240 

J - - -» reflections adapted to the prcfent fitua- 
- tion of our domestic affairs . - n 

.. intelligence 46,99,241, 306, 355 

Polybius on annual-parliaments , 273; 

Proceedings at Hqlyrooq-froufe on t\M election 

of one of the fix teen peers for Scotland 04 

- - - - of both houfc* of parliament on tie; 
. Spani/h convention 99 

- - - - of the houfe of commons againft the 



-S x. 

lord mayor of London and alderman Oliver 



447 

- - - - of the common council relative to the 
commitment of their magistrates to the 

* Tower ~ -^49 
.... of the parliajaeat of Ireland 24* 
Proclamation of the king to apprehend Whe- 

ble and Thompfon 220 

r. . . r • . 

Remarks political and commercial on. the 

- oonfequences of tab/doti** ans\ ftp tapjsSt 
of a new inode of taxation ^7 

* » - - of a very £reat and nahle Jawyer an the 
. decifion of the cauie, of tho>Kingag»|nft 

Woodfall 4) 

- - * - on a late fpeech 353 
Review of the aAniinjftration of aflprs* *nd 

of the ftate of opposition for ten year* pale 

Jlochford Lord, his acceptance of the Spanish 

declaratao% on t^s past of the king. . 99 

" S. 

$awbridge, Mr. Alderman, his fpeeeli for 

. Aortefljng the doratio* of nartiamonte .|gg 

$oros to the right hort. lord North on his pjtV* 

lie conduct in admrniftration • • -%t% 

$olpn on the antiquity, nature 4e£g% fewer, 

bufinefs, -and ufeof parliaments < -191 

$t*teof politic* with France' and Spain- 300 

Sun#as addrejTed to the Lord Mayor of Lon- 

1 don . . ' *j9 

Subftance of the great debate on fetjeamt 

1 Glynn'*: motion for an. enquiry into lord 

\ Mansfield's doctrine of libels 31 

TV 

Tnemtftocles on the prineSplet elTttysmssB- 

'< t fce«, and the fimilarity of their «on4uQ<o 

that of the prefent adminiftratioH %o* 

Y. 

Vindication of hU-graee^Ort dufce of R- * 

... je> 

u.'; %W» ' .••••♦♦ 

Wheble, John, bis letter to the fpfeafcer>or*4fce 

<foyfeet?commoj*SH < • 0*o» 

Whitworth. Mr. ilia {peach in the hows* of 

^ commons agajntb aotumitting the lord 

- •sjeafor-to the Tower* *- ♦ ''94*s> 

WUkts, Mr^Aldcrtoao^iftiettartoaiertearl 

. of Hall i fax frotrr O ill HhaU « **tf 

- ^- uithefpeato^tfttehe^ieafcetatlMms. 
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General and corred Catalogue of all the 
Books and Pamphlets, publiilied fince 
the firft of "January > y 1 7 7 1 • 

With Reference$ to thofe on Political Subjects, 
.which have been Reviewed in this Volume. 



ACademy-keeper, 8vo. is. Peat, 
Aft-atteropetoilluftrate the u fef nlnefc 
of decimal arithmetic, is 6d. Browne. 
An anfwer to Junius, 6d. Organ. 
An appeal to the good fenfeof toe inhabitants 
of Great Britain, concerning their reli- 
gions rights, jjvo.. . is 6d. Bladon. 
Account of the method of obtaining a perfect 
a/id radical cure of the hydrocele, by Per- 
. ciyalPptt.. 
Almida, a tragedy. 

Aof lo-Lufitanic difcourfe concerning the com- 
plaints t>f the Britiu tadors at Liibon, 8vo». 
. «s.,6d. mikie. ' • 
Aaale&s in vcrft and profe, iamo. 2 vol. 

5s. S feat-well. 
AtheifV tj* r a poem, 4to. as. Fletcher. 
An addreCs to the people of England, on the 
prefent ftatc of the (egi nature, Sec. 8vo. 
J*. Griffin. 
Ermine and Elvira, a legendary tale, 410. 28, 

B,. 

Belle- Grove, or the fatal {eduction, i2mo. 

*^vol, 5s.. NehU. 
Book of nature, a poem, 4to. is. Carnan, 
Briti/hfMorahft, the* a vol.. 5s. Robinfon. 
Brother, the, a novel, ixmo, a' vol. 5s, 

Lcrtonds. 

C. 
Carmen Arabicum, 4to. White, 
(Clementina, a tragedy. 
Chriftian minifter's reafon for baptizing in* 
"•' fajit*) 12 mo. is. 6d. Buckland. 
pomedies, three, from the French, 8vo. 



Collection of decifions of the court of 

king's- bench on the poor-laws, 8vo« 6s. 
.UrUl. t » ' . 

.... of the prbtelh of the hoofe of lords in 

Ireland, from 1634101770, 8vo. jilmon* 
Compendious view of the Teutonic philofo- 

phy, &c. iamo. 4s. Batburft. 
Complete Baker, the, 8vo. is. CrovoJer. 
Compositions of John Oldham, in profe and 

verfe, i2mo. 3 vol. 9$. Flexney. 
Complete Englifli peerage, folio, 2 vol. 5). 55. 

by Mr. Jacob. 
Considerations on the prefent ftate of the 
. peerage of Scotland, 8vo* 6d. Cadett. 
Confiderations on the policy, Sec. of the king - 

dom, p. 51. 
Confiderations and remarks on the prefent 

ft ate of the trade to Africa, 8vo. 6s. Ra. 

hlnfon and Roberts t 
Confiderations on the means of preventing the 

cornmunicaton of peftilentxal contagion, 

&c. by Dr. Brownrigg, 4to. is. 66. Davis, 
Continuation of the critical remarks on a 

Jyftem of ecclefiaftical hiftory and morality, 

8vo. 3d. Bladon, 
Conduct of the royal academician?, &c. is. 

JOfxwei/. 
Contrail, the, or the hiftory of mifs Weldon 

and mifs Mofely, i2mo, 2 vol. 5s. Neble* 
- *- - between ouafeerifm and methodifm, 

6d. Jobnfqn* 
Coterie, the, recommended, 8vo. is. Gard* 

• ner, 
Cricket, an heroic poem, 4to. is. Davis. 
Critical observations or the buildings and im- 
provements of London, ^to. is. 6d. Dodf- 

ley. 
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Curate of Coventry, a tail, % vol. 5s. New- 

Cysjissflttefiiyogda eafyinesod#lrioaF» tfet 
mathematics - by "Ma. Emerfeft, too;-** 



D. 



i *r &:9£ *.' 

EtA let)** fc^lM^taB^j^^ 
is. 7". Davits. 

Fairy's revel, a fatire, 410. is. 6d. B lshm - 



Paflgtr^af tbe~paaaV>ii*vt tfofet fcaasi the - 
French, 12 mo. 5s. Evans. - -- -** 

" poem, 410. is. j^bi/r. 

Piaiogue lictysdii saarysratid « oeantvy gen-;- - 
(Ufaa*.** |]Mi.|HM laws, -iVo. i*v~*d. 
f itt/*ftf. ' :A 'r . - 

Pi^urfeo£b*Uh^n**at4aitf ronKMMift^ - 
4.10. is. 6d. Dtfaaav^. - • ; 

Pi*>tptf»n ft* tho ifaiasodi* aObm* of chil- 
dren, by £r* Rum. -' • *. • 

PttTertations intte nafclicr fcfaoott at Can** 
' bridge on medical fubjeds, 28. Gwk/7. 

P^^j^a^MW'SjMV *** by D* Ct4o- - 
gani |5q> js. 6d; Lkoifity* - 

Pra*r^^,»wlMff MeaJaiv*»d4 $u Jrhite. 

Prunken ne ws- writer,. :a >corak interlude, 

Pitgujfe, the, a dramatic novel, saaao. a vol, 
' 5s. ZW/fcy. 

Expedition, the, of HumphsyCtinkef, ay the 
author of Rp4*rj<fc Random* tzmo. 3 vol. 

7*>ty*t2*M$*^- .*.♦... 

£ lkoao k^afiea, i*. anfwer to- Eakani . Bafilikc, - 

Enquiry ^t^hf^eOs of beat, &c. Svcv »*»> 

Nourfe. ..; ~ ; 

Enquiry into the naiate, aife^end progrera of 

thc^f^rty^0^co«mpntnL«oian, byOr. * 

Grant,. gvo.-js.<iwW; ,. :...-.. 
Elcma^yrof/agricukurc and vegetation* by 

Dr. Fordyce, 8vo, as. 6*V %obmfm. 
Entertaiainft oaAinftfecaiv* «atr<tfct ; rt mkieA '" 

into French by. J«>Pemn,.jUtfnot*atX«tti. 
Elegiac; poem D* tho death, of Ms. WJtitield, > 
• by Charles Wefleay *<k . ■ 
Elegy to tfc* memory of thejateia^oisnol* 

Granny, 64. Ptdflcy* * .- . . 

- - - t written- in, Voytftt Carded* 410* a*» 

Ridley. ' 

EfTay on mat imialftfide, fee*. /$* WW**** 
Elfay on the weather, by John Mills*. e% 

F.fTay on tempering fterl, -Svor**. .X«njiVv«.- 
Efiay.on 4ho. tjiaojn; <of money,, Svo. as» 6d» 

^fiay cn the core of. ulcerated. legs withoat^ 

refl, by William Rowley, ' 8vo. is. 6d. 

Ncivberiy* -• - ■ *: » J :*.: r 

EQgy on tUe. i^yo^^Qns.of -aitarttttre, &oo. 

38. Cade/I. '. - 

—— on the c»iroyo/ tb* gofiprrhea, is» \->'~ 
— - on tbe wfe of the gangiioas.of the nerves, 

by lames Johnftone, M, P, |^Oy: .a». 



Father, die. a comedy, .4S0. 2s. 6d. Pehfaoiq. 
FaMPJfetf ,Hb*/ a filav^ i&ante. r M? 5&^ 

Aimon. ^ . r .*/.i.« .• ;-••■ ^ci>" 

Favourite, the^ f moral tale, 2 vol. 5s. JB«£^r 

ta^r»- r " •* '* ^'e. !r* ..^> »" " vt T 
Female fkfflciaav ^a, larife. Betty lacao* J 

Fables of Flora, *f ocea, *y Ptv langhofiao, 

416.-51. ^sHrr^aja, , -*. ; . ~ V -• - 
Fair orphan, the; a comic opera, Svaw aa^fitt. 

NicolU . » . • i' *. • .-- • -->= 
Froadaan *f tbesmfv JsasA. sis&viasf*» of. «fec 

commons, confidereoV-ftvo. »a> aaW<^W&V 
Fib* addrc&to fraemefti pvaxvi'. .t r 
— - thoughts cm the fAfttit ttatoiaf yfcifc 

affairs, 8vo. iu M%^. -: ♦'• • " 
-—thoughts on the froaia of co mmon y a y ei , 

&c. 4to. is. J^avirasr. 
. . . - .. G.._. .;-.-i... \ .- 
Generous inconftant, a novel, tamo. •% vol. 

5s. NUolL - — "> • — **-r V> * '. 
GeamW letkerf betweev VaiaatsHmaV;tba> 

archbimop of Aaonci, Jsc. §ao. : je.*^Afevav 

Grammar of the Lattn Tongue, by Joha>Wos> 
Uey, Sva/- 2s.? Pttochr ■ . • r . • • n »t 

7 ^a.TC- :t ./ t r - 
He would if be cootd ? a barlasta^ Svo. a«. 

Gri£tr. * :...»- : 5"»«i-, 

Hafionear ofioy o» the Englisn coaAitutiof^ 
. >vo. aa. Diilj,'- ••* .- * i.t. ... -• 
—- collection of the fcSrtral voyages and dif- 
. cvveriea aa^theibart^Paciac'a^ceasi) ^' 

Alex. Dalrvmple, eft^j 410. • 1 

Hifiory of fiir WiHiam' Harsans/Mii, a^sam^ * 

-4.voi. 10a..' «. ! : ,. • r v :> '' ' 
-— of Mr. Cecil and Mas Grey, 12016. % 

VOL 5«< iV«fc>.. ... ... '• > ■'•>. .«»'■: l . . 

Hiftory of tne firitim empire in Anseiita, **y 
Mr.Wynnev&n>.a Voh' rdM WtasulM'. 
andTJroubart. V...» 

- -. ^'•::k- »-*.i «wr v -*• 

Je(Te, or the bridal day, 2 vol. 4s. .MAnv^ 
Imaartal stmarks .vnitlir.SBttoaAinrmrtBttxf^ 

of inoculation, Svo'. 2s. 6d. Wbeblu-* 
Index to tl^s&eslaiiW^aWaw as* ^ i:< -■-'.. 
lnconteftible proofs of cwrfna; 4bec^o*f/ by 

Mr.-FoWleiv»Vav-ir« -f^ajas , -r :■» ■ . 
Job's noble refolofion to'^efcrve his^inw, 

grrty# dedicated SavVbc lo»bmByoraand 'Mr* 

Oliver, 4to. is. B'tnglty*^ * t \ ; w ; . 
Journey ,'.a, inter fimeiar, made^iryoorder-of 
. jtise kiofuflFeanse; by t^eabaslAiitetotbtt f 

4t0.il. IS. Jefiryt. . . ... r . . c 

Juryaiarfs t o uct ft aney Svo.'aa« JPoaar.' 
Juftiiication of the fondue^ pf the rotniftry 

relaiive 
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ga ». - v . * J * 

jDti^)duai«fc^the>hJll»i5r.fif Qreaf Britain,: 
£y James Macpberfcn, 4to. xos. 6d« 
Betktt* .*» \jh *r .-■ ^ , ■■ ■' ..'» „ :•, •*• . . ., ?• 

.«. /' ."*\ 1? .a- . !?..,..«-- . L .;;. .• ....* 

Kejb *W*» aJrikeditip*, -Av0«, U» 2>#w#& .. 
King's-bench fermon, p. «• • *'&. 

' »..»«. .-,. *-r .■** r - — « - ... .1 
Lawyers inVeftigated, 8vo. is. 6d. P'tngJptr 
Letters to ihCjutetaef PtsatJBritaift, p. i$$* 
Letter to the members of the provident ane* 

«e*tiier'gPBidties^ 8«ve. tt*: Jjwtftrtwb , 
— - tp Robert Morris, e&$ Sv&. as. 6d« 

• — to John Wcflcy, in anfwfr to his free 
thought* ?pn •*£* nmseutJtat&of }vblae si- : 
. fairs, Swr od. ?**>#*», ; - < ; 

-™ to the governor of -New Yorky by Sir : 
James |ayyM.$fci Svi>. is, Kearflty* .;■ 

— -- to Sir Robert Ladbroka, on confining 
jnrtfoners *asr ~ foparatc apartments, 8vo»*- 
is, 6d. 0/«w. \ ^ 

Liberty Vindicated againlt flavery, Svo. is, 

Life of Jofeph, I a mo. 31* Keith, . ./.'. -; 
-«&* of Besrvsssnte GelHrayby-Ori Nogent, 

S*OY % vol.' 165. 4L iW(.: 1 - f. :..'.; 

Louifa, a fentimental novel, iimot 3s, 
£*#nu«W v • ^ i - , * .o-v - --. 

Love of money, a fa'irer #te* 2s%r£ew**. > . 

letters from Clara, or die eflfufions of the 
heart,. * uda' %, vol. . .5a* JVi&U^ - 

Letters on the prefent ftate of the French na- 
tion* with a eomptet* companion between 
France and Great Britain, p. 11 3. and 173. 

• •••• » ..-* ~.,M. *• -..-:.• 

Man of family, a fentimental comedy,. £vo. 
is.«d. GaaVA • * . - - > 

Medatal obfeiy at ao n* and Bnqniries, by fnW 
ciety of pbyficians, vol. 4. Svo* - cs». Ca> 
We/kt.-i .,,/> .-■ .; ..-, .. . ; :V ;.. .... 

Meditations on feveral texts of fcrrpiurVj See, 
^*V aTJajnA r. -. v ' - * : -.*• r* 

gemots* iAf Mn WdKon,.jHBno. a veL-a/i. 

^femorial of Mr. Lee tot the Jung, g V o. is. 
JVUtUtm* -a "•"" , . ^ - - 

Mwihantf. tke»- a nasal ; rtric, 410, as. iid. . 

Swan*. .-\\ .: * . ..- •. *.:.: . . .< 
Memoirs of the oo«*t o£ Lewis <XIY. ^otno. - 
' v«foao$s« iJD«*jfir/** - • 
^ ifcellaneous poema^y: the -late -Mr.'&heA- 

ftone^.8vo;:$s* Mnvh&rp* •.. 
— ^*, traa»jof thejoV. John Glabbe, $vo. a 
" vol. 6s. Longman, •. » •• - • » 

Modc*h ooqpHe, aTiovel, -a toIj -5s, Ni&ir. ~ 
M9n9dpnn'thaJdeath -^f Mr*. Whitfield, 410. 

6d. Af/7/rr. r. ■*:• : '«.. ,^ 

^forr;s r idr3 hirkttef ta>S|n* ftkhardtAftcn^ 

|t^-: 0':: Jv 1 '.- , -.tc"'"- i Vi , *^;- < ^:-» 



New and accurate defcription of the „ 

Md eroii k««a>4SkO«nat Britain^ b^^miol 
Fttexfiaa, v&w>i j«6d;t:4ww^ cr; ><. , 

New French didionary # hy ' J>a^taitrtillei 
Svo. 6s. ^^^ 

Ne5sh£fsaa41i«t7ds*fpita4 Int^jti, MrtrfyV 
aaw 6d. >4/mo«. ^.., .... ~ . •» 

N<^ l^atin^^owtryhy j. JBw«d^ f»o«*t, 
^»^» ... ■ >i i .-.'* *•*■ 

|«Iew Mghta thcosm upon the hftory *f Qg 

Maryof .feig^noV taasagaMl foaV" 
French, 8vo. 2s. ^ //*;>. 

R. Brand, Swo. is. ^^ k *•* .1 
New hiftoMenl» . Hiagraphjcai^ , and ^ daffitat "' 

diaionary, 8vo. 31. 6d. &t*jty+ v 
Nu%j4fc*Asinv*l,.2s.;*e\, **/#*. 

Ohietntic^ondieaTcvhetterretatii^todSe : 
■ reftoration of the jcwJ^ 8vo. 3s, CAfeX. \ 
on nhe .eatediai: oie of . preparations of ~ 

kid»4fo. wurfrhim* « - >• TT .... T ; 
- — on annuities for lives, jfet, W Off 
• Flics. CrtrfcA >-. ^ r . ..-■• i . • 

■ P. . w- - ■; 
Papers relative to the lite negotiation with 

a>«in> Ac* jlZanw. 
Phi4efoj)her^ihv lai-Sdi iMMr. '• '* > ' • 
Poems, by the rev. Mr. Cawthorte, 4^, ^a. 
•--.fton^aana^nfcriptVritteb in the ttmp 

of Oliver Cromwell, 4to»is,-W. Mtrray. 
Poo^cav,eH%vc^"tJie.esiftitftt of God, by • 

Mr. Roberts, is. T. Payne. 
— e^ays, 1 j. 6d. :jPMaV' 
PQ«fcript,irlcs«ia f *oa-tstte# toj. Ahtoon, 

in matter of libel, Svo. 1 s. &WA.' 
Prailicil treaty cm fingin|, ftc.byDr.Bsv- 

ley, 8ta^as. lii£rv. . 
Prefejrt-ftatc of mwftoin France ard Italy, by 

Dr. Bumey,-8w>. 5s, Keeker. 
Present Aate of midwifery tV Pirh, by A. 

Tolver, 8vo. it. 6oV C«*?A 
PfiaceedingasDf agenersi wort martial held at 

Penfacola, 8vo. 31. 6d.' Johnfton. 
Proftitoto, the^ a ^rtttis 410. is. 6<k H'bt- 

bU. 
Principles 6f penal laws, volj I. Svo. «. 

Whit*. r* V ..... * 

Propofals to the legiflature wr nnmbering 

the people, Svo. ib/Mc*//. 8 
Pubhc accounts of ferviees «nd grants, by Sir 

Charles \Vhitworth, fol. 5s. H^/o». 
Parfatsofhappmisfs, 410. ib;W, CaJei/. 

, - • • . •*.•• -• '• 
Ramble through fome parts of France and 

Italy, inrlatnctfef Temple, efq: x 2 mo. 

is. 6d. Cadell. . V 

Refleaions unon* the dlfpute between the 

hoofr of- commons aad the mteiftrates of 

fconftnat 8vo. m ^M&e. 

Refutation 
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Refutation of thought* on Falkland's iflaod, 
Svo. is. Evans. ; 

1 Remarks' on the eompafirfon, uie and effects' 
of tire extract of lead, fcc, by A. A*nau4, 

jamo, js, Elmjky. 



Satirift, a poem, 4to. as. kobfon f 
ichemeVfubmitted to the consideration of the 

public, &c. JSvo^ is. flrvwne* 
^ketches and characters of the raoft Angular 

perfons now living, 8vo. as. 6d. Wheblt. 
Selim's letters, expofing the mal-practices of 

the .office of ordnance, &c. £vo. as. 6d, 

Jfi/fcr. 

Sermons on regeneration, by Jofcfh Barber, 

lamo. as. Auckland. \ 

r — to youth, by J- Touhsiin, l $vo.* 3s. 

Baldwin* 
'Sermon before the lords, Jan. 30th, 1771, 

by the bimdpofCarlifle, 410. it. fabfin*. 
•— before the houfe of commons, ditto, by 

James King, M« A. is. T. Ptfj^. 
Sotnr prdpofal^ for ftj-eng'thening our naval 

inftitutio'ns, 8vo. is«6d. Beckct. 
Spirit, the, of Jibertyi'8vo. 3s. Wbtklt* \ 
Sentimental tales, iamo. a yol. 53. 
Sermvns on. the morality of mankind, is, 

FUxncy* 
■Shipwreck and adventures of Pierre Viaud, 

tlva. 43. Davtes. 
Sermons to young men, by Dr. Dodd, I2m#f 

j vol. 9s. Knox. 



Thoughts, Engliw and Irifh, on the penGon 

lift of JreJaod, p. 50.* 
Thoughts on capital punifluneut, in a feries 

of letters, Svo. is. Baldwin. 
——.on Falkland's iQend, p. 313. 
Temple Of companion, a poem, 410. »• 

Ridley. \ 

Ten dialogues off the conduct of human life, 

. lamo. as. Carnsn* 
Travels into France and Italy, by a lady, 

lamo. 2 vol. 58. Becket. 
Travels of father Orleans, a Jefuit, 8vo. . is. 

Mackenzie. 
Treatifc on thefufe of defenfiye arms, Svo, is. 
. Walltr,. ' 
Jreaiife on the faith and hopes of the gof- 

pel, ilmo. as. Nicotf* 
Treatife on the 'hair, by David Ritchie, 

8vo. is. 6d. 
Trial of farmer Carter's dog, 8vo. is f 

Lowndes, 
trial of J. Alroon for felling Jnnius's letter, 

8n>. is. Milkr. 
Tutor's gu/de, the, by Charles Vyfe, i&mo, 

3a, Robinfon and .Jb£*r/j, : 
Treafure of ea/y medieines, iamo, 3s. JVifrit* 

Yerfes to Mr. Wilkes, 4te. 6d. Baldwin. 
Village oppreffed, a poem, is. Robfon. 
Vocal mufic, or the footer's companion* 
. iamo. 3s. HcrsJUtd. , 

. W. 
Wffrl^in, the,'acoine<JY, *a.6d. Prifo 
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